BIOGRAPHICAL SKBETCH
of
WILLIAM HARKNESS SAMPSON

"To be!" What a world of thourht for human beings in these
two short words! To the ancestors of Darwin and those of his Kith
the Ape, these words would mean very little; but to ours there was a
world of meaning, However little others may think of our natal day,
to us it i1s an imvortant epoch. It is an event we celeorate annually
through all our years. It is seldom if ever forgotten, in childhood,
in riper yersrs, in declining years, And we seldom think of our nativ-
ity but the mind runs back to the spot where life with us began., To
the sensitive soul, that spot seems almost sacred. Hence in starting
any portion of an autobioeraphy it is expected that date of birth,
parentage, place etc., will be early esiven in the narmative,

Wm, Harkness Sampson was born Sept. 13th, 1808 in the Town
of Brattleboro in the State of Vermont, My father's name was Thonas
Sampson, and my mother's maiden name was Eliza Darling. In the autumn
of 1814 father moved his family to the then wilderness part of the
State of Pennsylvania to the town of Covington in Troga County. I
remained here with my father till I was eirshteen years of ase employ-
ing the chief of my time in assisting him to clear off the heavy timber
and make himself a farm which required great labor in those beach,
maple, hemlock and pine forests, During this time I had very little
oprortunity for schooling. What 1little opportunities for religious
culture I enjoyed were among the old Calvinistic Baptists and they were
really in their teaching thorough fatalists, Their lives were irregu-
lar, sometimes attentive to religious forms, at others given to profan-
ity, especially at raisings and logeing but when there must be plenty
of the ardent on hand, and when oponortunity offered, they were most un-
scrupulous in deal of any people I have ever known., I became so em-
bittered with such exhibitions of religious professions, that I almost
hated the name of Christian, When talking bout religion, they drew
down their faces to an indefinite length and looked as gloomy as the
shadow of death, As all my life was vivacity and fun, I was maddened
and disgusted with professions of religion--1 stamped them all with
hypocrisy. So imbittered had I become and so outraged in my feelings
in consequence of their trickery and dishonest dealing with my father
that I hated to see or meet them and I determined to leave and seek
other associations. 1In 1826 I proposed to father that I would relin-
quish all claims upon his property, his paternel heritage if he would
release me from my minority which he finally consented to do, About
this time one of my comrads and I concluded it would be interesting
to attend a Methodist Meeting which was to be held some mliles away,

80 after attending our regular service in the A, M, we started with-
out leave of parents and soon reached the place where a Methodist
prayer meceting was to be held, the first I had ever attended,

The singing was something entirely new to me and I was
greatly attracted and edified with {t-- 1t was really enchanting to
me — there was life and soul in it. I left home and all its hallowed
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associations soon after this, and went to Zlmira in the State of
Xew York where I engaged as an apprentice to Mr, Vincent M. Car-
penter at the wool cardine and cloth-dressing business, I now

felt at liberty to select my place of attending amusements, and
also religious meetings. 1 was among strangers and my employment
kept me busy so I had but little opportunity for places of “amuse-
nent":; but I had not forgotten my entertainment at the Methodist
prayer me=ting and soon found that the Methodists had a stirring
preacher who preached at the Court Houmse every Sabbath morning

and evening and I generally went there if anywhere. I found con-
genial companions in the shop and village with whom I had fun and
frolic which was as natural to me as to breasthe. Fun and ridicule
were my weapons from my childhood if any one sought to quarrel with
me, I saw when some ten or twelve years of age two colored mem
fight and was so disgusted that I resolved never to disgrace myself
in thnt way and 1 always kept that resolution good, I knew but
little about the Bible or its principles, and of true gzodliness I
knew less consequently cared less, Calvinism h=d blunted all the
finer feelinss of my soul and my unbelief had made me hate devotion.
So far as I had received any religious education it was of the old
Calvinistic stamp and it led me into fatalism instead of leading me
to plety. I looked upon the world with stolc eyes and with & heart
unmoved by religious sentiment -~ "I cared for none of these things."
I was to spend three yesrs with Mr, Carpenter, but he reocuired so
mach time of me on the farm, which was not in our bargain that I
left one Sunday %"Sans Ceremonie™ at the end of two years., Before
leaving Elmira I attended a Methodist Meeting of some kind, I am
inclined to think a lovefeast. During the excrcises a little girl
related her experience with such calmness, assurance and sincerity,
and at the s=me time with such evident honesty and innocence that
it shook my infidelity.

As she closed her narration, something said to me "there
vou have often sald, I oould tell as good an experience as any one
if I would be such a hypocrite, now can you get up here before this
audience and give in such a testimony as that 1little child has done?"®
I thought now if there is a divine reality in religion I am a fool
to stand in my own light, and it is best to ascertain the truth of
it before it is too late, I then resolved to know the truth of ex-
perimental godliness; but that no one should ymow I thousht of such
things till I had demonstrated their truth or falsity. I could not
do this while in my present relations, if I broke off all my amuse-
ments and fun without creating suspicion but gave myself to reading
the bible privately and such thought, study and investigation as I
could privately, I do not recollect scarcely a serious moment till
this period in my life save such as was incited by the incidents of
the moment., I was bent on amusemant and everything must contridute
to my sport. Serious interrogations and insults were met with fun
or ridicule as I judeged I could best succeed, I found that I had
mach to overcome now to even think seriously, Wiemn I left Elmira I
resolved to leave my amusements and attend to the concerns of my
soul till I had ™proved all things," and I determined to "hold fast
that which is good." It reocuired preat effort to be serious and
investigate candidly for this was something new to me,



I went to Ovid in Seneca County, N. Y, from Elmira and
soon commenced work at my trade with Mr, James Watson. I contin-
ued to study the Bible more prayerfully, attended preaching and
prayer meetings on 3abbath at the Methodist Episcopal Church and
made the beat of every circumstance to learn the truth., As lizht
dawned I considered the teachings of this church most scriptural,
its doctrines most reasonable, and its ministers were more earnest
and endowed with more true piety and common sense than I had been
accus tomed to witness in yreachers, I became more and more in
sarnest as my convictions of the divine authenticity of the Bible
increased end during the winter led an earnest praying life though
yet without the knowledee of sins forgiven, In May 1829 while
slone in my room Just at the break of day after three almost sleep-
less nizhts in great apony and almost in despair, the Lord in grent
mercy revealed to me my sins forgiven and gave me the Spirit to wit-
ness with mine th~t I was his child, and I could say,

"My God is reconciled;

His pardoning voice I hear;

He owne me for his child;

I can no longer fear:

¥ith confidence I now draw nigh,
And Pather, Abba, Father, cry.

Now "Jjesus all the day long was my Jjoy end my song, " till
the systen of proselyting began, where on one side I was invited to
accept the old Saybrook platform and on the other side this same doc-
trine with close communion added all of which was the most repulsive
to me, I could find no place in my convictions for either, and after
enduring these annoyances for a time I learned that I could place my-
self under the watch-care of the Methodist Episcopal Church, enJjoy
church privileges and fellowshlip and have six montis to study doc-
trines and discipline, and I heartily embraced the opportunity. I
was received on trial by Rev, Gideon Osband who was associated with
Rev, Israel Chamberlaye on the Ovid Circuit, Genesee Conference, The
more I studi=d the Bible in connection with church doctrines and u-
sages the stronger were my convictions that the Methodist Episcopal
Church was the nearest scriptural teaching of any church, 1 was bap-
tized by Doct. Alexander Comstock a local preacher and was received
into full membership in the church of 3od April 30th 1830 by Rev.
DeForest Parsons in the church at Ovid, N, Y, My mother was a Bap-
tist and wrote me very motherly cautions not to allow myself to be
deceived and followed these with earnest words of advice when I visi-
ted home, Aftcr two or three years I was working at my trade in
Trumansburg and mother on her way to New England visited me, Of course
the oft repeated caution was piven so one evening I asked what she knew
about Methodism? -- and whether she had read any of their doctrines?
She replied she knew nothing of them only by report. I proposed that
I would read our articles of faith and when I came to anything hetero-
dox she should tell me, I read the articles through: but she mede no
comment —— not satisfied with her silence I asked how do you like our
doctrines mother? She replied, "they are just as I believe," I asked
how do you like your close communion mother? She replied, I do not
like it at all William., I think if saints are to live together in
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heaven they sho:ld commune together on earth.," A few years later the
Methodist preachers established an appointment at Covington, my old
home, my brother an two sisters were converted and Jjoined our church
and mother Jjoined with them, and died in the same falth.

I was baptized by immersion but I have never been satisfied
since I becme intelligent on the sudbject that it is according to God's
will that any one should leave his house to administer his ordinances --
it does not look consistant at least. I was obliged to give up my trade
soon after as 1t was breaking down my constitution., I was impressed
soon after my conversion thaet I ought to turn my thoughts and energies
to a different sphere of usefulness —that the master had a work for me
to do, But the responsibilities of this holy calling were so great and
my qualifications for the office of a minister were so deficient, and
the fact that I had not the means to educate myself for the work, that
I shrunk from what was impressed on my mind as duty., I was tempted to
think it a trick of satan to injure the cause of the Master, consequent-
ly I concealed my convictions, but to my surprise Bro. Osborn told me he
believed God had called me to prerch the Gospel and encouraged me to pre-
pare for that work, however I could not see my way clear, As I rad al-
lowed my ambition, not to be outdone in my trade, to overtax 2nd unfit
me for my business, as the best thing I could do I entered the Ovid
Academy to fit myself for some vocation that would relieve my physical
energies, I paid my board in the family of Mr, Seba Murphy by writing
for him in the County Clerk's Office and after spending a couple of
terms in school I taucht a district school a year at Scotts Corners
east of Ovid. I kept my convictions that, ™"wo is me if I preach not
the gospel,” concealed in my own bosom, except I mentioned it to a
Local Preacher whom I accompanied occasionally to his appointments, I
was informed that two young members of the church who were afterward
members of the Genesee Conference, had in some way learned of my con-
victions of duty and amused themsolves at the idea of my ever being e
preacher -~ of course I was deficient in seriousness and dignity. These
things coming to my ears greatly increased my doubts as to duty. I re-
turned to the academy for some six months -« the "wo is me" haunted me
the more 23 I tried to banish the convictions of duty and I finally en-
gaged as a clerk in a store determined to fit myself for a merchant.
Here I remained six months resisting the call of God, and finally became
80 wretched thzt I could not sleep nights snd had to sive up my purpose
of a merchant's life or my hope of heaven, I returned to the academy
for a time and then taught school four months in the town of Romulus,
four at Big Flats, then went to Horse Heads where I tausht ten months.

Here I met my old and hishly valued friend Rev, Thomas J.
Champion who had jJoined Conference, and was in charge of Catharine
Circuit, with Rov, Wm, P. Davie as the assistant, . rrangement was made
to have Davis spend all his time at Horse Heads, and as he was a single
man we became chums at the same boarding place for six months, Bro.
Champion found me with but little more than the form of godliness as the
result of my persistent resistance of my convictions of duty and re-
minded me of the terrible consequences of neglecting to obey the voice
of God which had so long been calling me to go and preach the gosypel.
I vould not yield to Lis appeals for a time, dbut his kindness and per-
nistent earnestness so overcame me on oné occasion that I told him, that
I vas willing to do all I could to promote the cause of Chriet and save



precious souls, He replied, "this is all I want and as you are a

man of your word I shall expect no default." He directed sro. Devis

to rive me license to exhort -—~ he broucht the matter before the class
end on their recommend he gave me license Jan, 6th, 1834 and the fol-
lowing Oct. (11th) I was licensed to preach the zospel by the guarterly
meeting Conference of Catharine Circuit, Senesee Conference, Rev, Manley
Tooker presiding. I taught two months to finish the suzmer term at
Johnson's settlement, the teacher having left for some reason. During
the succeeding winter I teupsht the public school in the village of
Havanna, My predecessor had been driven from the school house :hrough
the window and chased through the stre=sts with mud balls, The Trustees
vhen they engaged me, feered their school was spoiled, that no one
could teach it, I told them I never chnrged for work I did not do.
After I fully satisfied four youne gents that seemed very anxious to
display their powers to control, that I was master of the situation, I
had a very civil set of scholers, an average of about ninety, and fin-
ished my six months very satisfactorily to the Board, to the students
and to myself, I had my appointments nearly every Sabbath for preaching
¥Christ and him Crucified” in adjacent neighborhoods and towns during
this time and in the spring went to Gen. Wes, Seminary where I spent
one aquarter in hard study.

The acting principal was wanting in government and another
teacher was very inefficient and we had the promise of a change at the
annual meeting which occurred at the end of this ouarter, But the Board
did not make the needed change and it so discouraged the more advanced
and earnest students that after praying and counselling several days to
know what was best to do, we concluded to leave though it was at a fi-
nancial sacrifice, A. J. Pice, R. E, Tupper, 5e0. W, Nind, Thos., Nind,
Henry Reed, D. M. D. O'Farrel and myself left with others so that the
scholars diminished in numbers from 160 to 80 students. The two agents
and some of the trustees resigned. A new meeting of the Board was called
and a new Board of instruction was elected, and prosperity returned to
the institution which has continued ever since, After the Conference in
1835 I was employed as second preacher on Sugar Creek Circuit by Rev, M.
Tooker P, E. Bro, John ¥, Vaughn was preacher in charge and during the
winter we had a very graciouws revival when about fifty precious souls
were brought into the kingdom of srace, 1 became more and more dissat-
isfied with my want of preparation for the great work of saving men from
the wrath to come, Several times I resolved not to preach any more till
I bad made better preparation for such a hirsh and holy calling., Once on
ny wvay to my appointment I turned back nuite a distance purposing to
leave the circuit end g0 to school; but finally concluded to wait and
see Bro, Vaughan and made suitable arrangcements., The P. E, was unwilling
to have me leave; but by the assistance of Bro, V, I succeeded in making
an amicable arrangement with the Elder to leave., One good old Local
Preacher was ouite unreconciled to the idea of my spending time to get
an education and said to me, "well Bro. Sampson if you will go to school
and let souls go to hell why go along." I started again for the Genesee
¥esleyan Seminary to remain till I hed a thoroush education, I did not
know whrt were the most needed studies and they bad no specific course
of study which was a great misfortune to me., I think the faculty did
not appreciate this necessity, and students were left too much to their



own inexperienced choice. The advice riven was too much for the pur-
pose of filling up classes rather than a systematic education., H~d

I been directed to the right studies, I would have sraduated, but the
Latin was neglected and when two years more in school had been worked
out it was tren too late to go back amr bring up the Latin which hed
been a source of resret to me ever since., Methodist preachers in tlrose
days were too anxious to hurry young men into the Conference before
they were prepared for the work by thorough discipline of mind, I
should have egraduated, I have no doubt, had I been wisely advised and
my convictions are that had I done so, I misht have done much more for
the Church and for humanity. By the time I left school I might have
been prepared to pay my way by filling appointments on adjoining charges,
I have never recsretted the time spent in school, Had I graduated I
think I might have made teaching a success, During my s tay at the Sem-
inary I preached nearly every Sabbath -- wes one of three students who
supplied Henrietta #nd Rush Circuit during the Conference year 1836 and
1837. We had a glorious revival and there were about sixty additions
to the Church at our West Henrietta appointment, Bro. Amos Hard end
Seymour A, Baker, my colleagues were earnest, devoted workers, The for-
mer afterward Jjoined the Genesee Conference, wore himself cut in the
vork and died in the faith of the rospel -.- the latter also joined the
same Conference, labored successfully for a few years, located and the
last I knew of him, he was editing a paper in Detroit, Michigan,

The following year I preached on Liwvnia Circuit-- 2Bro,., John
Robinson was preacher in charge, till I left in May 1838 for the west,
I was dependent on my own earnings and had to work hard to pay my way.
I never but once in my life so far as I remember suffered from what is
called the blues, This was during my last winter or fall rather when at
the Seminary. I had saved some means and had loaned my money to a drother
in Church at Lima to be returned when needed. 1 was depending on this to
pay my tuition which must be paid in advance,

He never let me know till the time I must have 1t to pay my
board and tuition thert he was to disappoint me, I sat down on the grass
in the campus and I was blue for a short time as any one need be -1
soon recovered however, sprung to my feet and sald, let this world roll,
I went to the Stawerd and asked him if he had any vacant places to £111?
Fe said there were two but I could not £i111l them, One was to cut ~npd
carry wood for nine fires, I told him I would take it and for six months
performed the task, and took Hebrew, Greek and Mathemmtics for my studies
without feiline in elther., Providence favored me with good nhealth, and
to him I owe all I have and am. I left Lima for the west in May 1838
accompanied by three schoolmates, Eleazer Thomas, E, P. 3eecher, and
George Stanley, Bro, Thomas returned east in the fall, Jjoined the Gene-
see Conference, and after several successful yesrs went to California
where he became eminent in ministerial labors and was shot by the Modoc
Indians while actins on 2 commission from the government to tre~t with
the Modocs. Bro. Beecher returned east the next year, Jjoined the Cneida
Conference, labored a few years, transferred to Wis, Conf, travelled
several years, was part of the time in the Bible work, was finally super-
annuated and died at Beaver. Dam, 3ro., Stanley Jjoined the Michigan Con-
ference, travelled a few years, located #nd the last I heard of him he
was practicing medicine in lowa, YWe left Buffalo May 9th on the Steamer



¥ilwaukee with some two hundred pessengers, had a very rouch passage,
all were seasick except myself and one other passenger, and it was
said several of the crew were sick- - vwe had a twelve hour blow., We
landed at Toledo and took the cars on the old streprail to Adrian--
then the staze to White Pigeon, Bro. Stanley's home, After a few days
reat I went to Schnoolcraft and took charge of the Academy and such was
the encouragenent that I only remained four months, The country wes
newly settled and the attendance insufficient to warrant my remaining,
There was quite a demand for men in the Indiana Conference w:iich then
included a part of Michigan. Rev. Richard Hargrave was Presiding Elder
on the district that included that part of the State -- he was anxious
to have me Jjoin and as Providence seemed clearly to direct that way I
decided after much prayer to enter the itinerancy. I found an old ac-
auaintance near Schoolcraft, Miss Rroda Beebe, an o0ld schoolmate from
Genesee “'esleyan Seminary with whom I renewed my acquaintance and our
attachments soon became nutually so stronz that we concluded to unite
our interests for life, We were united in Holy Matrimony Oct., Wth 1838
by Rev, John Byron. This I had long consiidered one of the most impor-
tant steps in a man's 1ife, one on which depended his happiness, his
usefulness, his success in his life-work., It had long been my prayer
that I might be divinely directed and I think my prayer was answered
for God gave me one of the cholicest spirits —- intelligent, nest, self-
sacrificing, pious, hirsh minded in prineiple, vpure, she was one of the
best wives a man ever had, I had been recommended to the Annurl Con-
ference for admission into the travellins connection and for Deacon's
orders by the Cuarterly Meeting Conference of of Kalamazoo Circult Aug.
18th and soon after our marriage I started for the seat of the Annual
Conference, was received on trial and ordained Deacon at Rockville,
Indiana Oct, 17th 1838 by Biehop Soule. He appointed me to Niles, Mich,
which was a helf station-— our place of worship was the district school
nouse, e had the frame of a church up in Niles village. I preached
nere at 1/2 past ten a,m.-- rode twelve miles preached at two o'clock
n.,m, then rode five miles and preached at Farmersville at seven o'clock
v.m. one Sabbath; the next Sabbath I preached at 1/2 past ten a.m, rode
ten miles preached in the Delaware settlement at two o'clock p.m. them
rode four miles a2nd preached in the village of Bertrand at seven o'clock
p.m. The country was new, the church was in a formative state and I
took up new appointments, so that before owr second cuarterly mecting
there were forty-four appointments every fow weeks and Rev, Thos, P,
McCool was apnointed to help fill them-- we had twenty-two appointments
each, every four weeks, This was a year of anxiety and toil. I had to
administer discipline in some aggravating and numerous cuses, dut closed
the year with some sixty net increase. I decided in my own mind that

I had filled my mission on this charge, but the Circuit was divided,
Hdiles was made a station with three or four week day appointments at-
tached, and my Presiding Elder, Rev, Aaron Wood, was requested to have
me returned to Niles,

A short time before Conference I was taken down with billious
fever and for a time I was not expected to survive; cut my heavenly
Father it seens had other work for me to do, and tkrourh his great mercy
in Christ Jesus he raised me up from the bed of death, After a few weeks
I boxed my goods ready for a removal to any place I mirht be sent, On
the 8th of Sept. 1839 our first born, a son, came to cheer our home. I
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did not recover from tnhe fever in time to attend Conference which wns
neld in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, 11 was very unexpectedly returned to
Niles which laid so esrest a resvonsibility upon me tnat it seemed al-
most insupvortable, I met one of the oldest members, who had been
afflicted wvith my wey of dolng thines who eccosted me in his usual
familiar style, "well Bub, who have we for a preacher this yeart" I
replied you have the same old sixpence back again, With a long, deep
sigh he said, "ah, well, I don't know what we are coming to." I re-
plied well Father Meek you must pray for zrace to bear with me another
year and then the discipline will relieve you by a change,

I had the confidence »~nd sympathy of most of the brethren,
who entered most earnestly into the work with me, cooperated heartily
and the Lord preatly blessed and encouraged us with increasing attend-
ance at all the social meetings and preaching also, till at our first
ouarterly meeting about the tenth of Dec. our church which had been
finished and dedicated had for some weeks been ¢arly fillled at every
meeting toth wesikkc days and Sundays, Such was the interest, trpat after
the Presiding Elder's sermon on Sunday evening, I reouested any who
desired the prayers of the church to rise up., There were some six or
eizht rose to the surprise of most, as there had not so far as known
ever been a soul converted in the town. I versuaded the P, £, to re-
main and prerch again for us on Monday evening, and after his Ssermon 1
invited all who wished to be saved and desired the prayers of the Church
to come to the altar -- eisht or temn came forward -- we all bowed vith them
in prayer, 2nd the Lord was present to save seversl precious souls, I
announcaed that I would preach the next evening -- the Church was filled --
the Spirit of God moved the hearts of the people, and work of conversion
went on, Father Meek absented himself till Wednesday evening —- the altar
wag filled with seeking souls and as we kneelad in prayer I called on him
to pray — he arose and left the house-- he did not appear again till Fri.
day evening. Meantime interest was incrensing -- the altar was filled --
he came as before and as we all kneeled in prayer, I called on him as be-
fore, he prayed earnestly, the ice was broken-- his hLeart melted end from
that time he was my warmest friend and one of the migshtiest laymen in the
Church I ever knew till he died in the triumphs of faith the following
winter., 1 continued to ¢ive out my appointments from evening to eveming
and preached every evening on wesk days, and from two to three each Sab-
bath till our next quarterly meeting in HMarch, The Lord did great things
for ., During the three months I had only one sermon from others -- the
Lord saved about two hundred souls and we had a net increase on the charge
of one hundred and sixty members, To God be all the glory of this glori-
ous work, Amen! Fsllelujah! Let God be praised for his saving mercy.

On the third of Feb, 1840 our heavenly Father called our
l1ittle son Thos. Coke, to the bliss of that clime where disease and
death never enter, His disease was inflamation on the brain -- sweet
babe! He has escaped from a world of sorrow. "The lord gave and the
Lord hath taken away and blessed be the name of the Lord," This was
en indescribadle trial to my dear wife and me, btut our dlessed Lord
sanctified our affliction to our spiritual good, My wife being thus
released from confinement at home entered more into revival work
work and I have no cou:t was instrumental in leading many precious souls
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to Christ durlng this glorious revival, This was a year of great spirtusl
prosperity and some severe afflictions. The 5enerazl Conference of 1S4C

made the State of Michigan a Conference by itself and by this division I
belonged to the Mich, Conf, which met in Aug. at Marshal, I passed my ex-
aminations at this Tonf, on the four years course of study as I was unable
to be at Conference the year before, and was ordained Elder by the vener-
7ble Bishop Hedding, and received into full membersnip in the Confer:nce,

I was stationed at White Pigeon by the Bishop. I was attacked with bilious
fever and congestion of the liver in the fall and cemoc near closing my toils
on earth. In great mercy the Lord continued life to me, though I remained
feeble through t-e year. In consecuence of anxicsty ~nd her angel care for
me my dear wife was prematurely coanfined and our second son was born XNov,
5th 1840 and expired the 8th inat, having lived 2nd suffered only three days.
I wes obliged to resign my charge in Feb, 1841 and at the following Confer-
ence was obliged to take a superannuated relation. In May following my res-
ignation I went with my wife to Southern Indiana and took ch-rge of the Car-
lisle Academy in Sul:ivan County as I was able to teach troush not able to
preach. I continued at Cerlisle teaching till the following spring c2nd as
my strength remained insufficient for public spesking I concludsd to try
another climate, Our thiré son was born on the 13th of April 1842, We
left Carlisle t:.e last of May and reached Wisconsin the 6th of June. I
travelled in my bugry over the most of the settled part of the Territory.

In the fresh pure air o this northern climate my heslth Degan to improve
rapidly 2nd I soon wes able to preach every Sabbath, The Rock Piver Con-
ference met this year at Chicago --1t comprised atout half the State of
Illinois, Iowa, Minnesots and 'Wisconsin, I was ready for service again

ut 4id not deem it Jjudicious to return to lMicnigan, nor did the physicians
or my brethren, hence the Bishop sent me to Milwaukee and my Conference was
requested to make me effective and I was transferred to Rock River Confer-
ence,

The year had been one of great trial to me--such as none can
appreciate except a Methodist preacher wro in the ardor of his early min-
iastries 13 under the necessity of asking for a superannuated relation, It
was an unspeekable joy now to me to be able to enter again into my Master's
service., I went to my work trusting in im who sa2id to his servants, "lo
I am with you even unto the end of the world." I followed Bro, Sias Bolles
an 0ld schoolmate at Lima, N. Y. who hed nulte a revival during his pas-
torate, and I had a very pnleassnt »nd I trust profitable year, Some pro-
fessed to find the Savior and many jolned in full membersrip who bed pro-
fessed religion the year before,

A few wecsks before the session of Conference our little Wm, vrs
stricken down with the infantile remitting fever, snd in spite of skill
and prayerful and unremitting care, and all that could be done the angel
of derth could not be baffled, Fe came and wrenched our bright, sweet
boy from our embrace and the angels bore iilm to his cherub home, to him
vho said, "Suffer the little children to come unto me.," O now our parenat
hearts bled when our little Willy whom all seemed to think too precocious
and cherubic for this world was laid away in the cold prave; dut grace
enabled us to say "Thy will be done," Our heavenly Father, "gave him
and took him and he will restors him," in his own good time, My return
to the station hed been requested and the P, Elder so arranged; vut the
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preecher at Southport hrd so endangered the church prop~rty that to return
him would be to lose the church., A messenger reached Dubuoue anout the
middle of the session of Conference and informed Bish. Andrews of the fact,
and the Bishop appointed me to go and secure the property which under the
divine guidance I was enabled to do pefore I moved to the charge, The year
passed very pleasantly; thoush there was no special revival a divided

church wes united and harmony was restored, Our fourth son w-s horn on

the 11th of June, 134k, and for a long time the life of my dear wife was
despaired of; but our heavenly Father in his great mercy raised her up to
endure and enjoy other years of toll for the Master and for humanity. Few
men are blessed with such a valuable companion., I love to bear this tribute
to her memory-- she wes a woman of the most scrunulous integrity, of deep
devotion, very intellirent, always cheerful, ~nd one of the very best nouse-
keepers I have ever found. Indeed she possessed every cualification to make
home attractive, all its members happy, and to lead all she mingled with to
a pure life. "What shall I render unto the Lord for all his oenefits to mel"
At the Conference in 1344 I was appointed presicing Elder on Green Bay Mis-
slon Dist., This was a great surprise to me and most uncongenial to my
taste and feelinss, I had no relish for such an appointment; Hut as I never
asked for an appointment at any special place, nor asked a P. Eider where I
wrg poing till it was announced by the Bishop, I determined to g0 to my work
and do the vest I could for the cause of 5od and humanity; that was in my
power to do, I moved my family to Fond du Lac which was then the most cen-
tral and convenient place for me and my family on the district wkich extended
from 3reen 3ay to Whitewater end from Lake Michigan to the “isconsin River,
I continued on this district four consecutive years and travelled eacn year
hetween four ané five thousand miles on horseback and in a dbusgy (vwhen I
could) to extend the blessings of the gospel to the "world that lietl in

the wicked one," to establish believers in their faith in the atoning Savior,
and to lay the foundations for the future establishment of the Master!'s
cause, Durine these years my dear Rhoda suffered the privations and endured
the hardships of a pioneer Methodist preacher's wi ‘e with uncompleining de-
votion to the cause of Christ, She always had a vord of encouragement for
me, and met me with 2 cheerful countenance., These were days that tried men
and women's souls, She wae wickedly assailed and pursued by her pastor,

and was s0 belled that in th: hour of temptation she withdrew from the
Church she loved ~nd for which she labored untirinely to build up. This

she deeply recretted during her last illness, Hor traducer wss a few years
later removed from the ministry and from the Church, went to California and
died.

During 1847 and 48 I wrs interested more than usual in providing
educational facilities for Christian education and this sreatly increased
my cares and labors, Mr. A, A, Lawrence of Boston had made a provostion to
~1ve $10,000 toward starting a literary institution in Wisconsin on cer-
tain conditions. In the spring of 1846, I received the following letter
€rom Mr, Zastman of Green Bay, to wit: "Zlder Wm, H, Sampson-- Dear Sir,
I am in receipt of a letter from a ~entleman of Boston whose name I am not
at liderty to disclose containing the following propostion which I take
the liberty of tendering to you to be submitted to your annual Conference
should you see fit to d 90. "If there is any certainty of a vigorous co-
operation by any other body lay or clerical, I should be willing to put
such a sum of money in the hands of trustees, as placed at interest will
in ten yerrs amount to $10,000 -~ and also give, provided t.ere srould be
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no failure in case of my death the sum of $1,000 yearly for ten years
toward securing a competent salary to such instructors as may te re-
auired, or if necessary, I will pay the $10,000 cash now to secure the
desired object, 3But all this 1s founded on the expectation of a simi-
lar sum from other quarters, I have a hirh opinion of the adaptation
of the principles of Methodiats to the people of the West and I think
from all that I can learn that their institutions are carried on vith
more vigor and diffuse more good with the same means than any others,
It seems to be decided by experience that all literary institutions
must be controlled by some sect and efforts to prevent this have often
blasted thelr usefulness, I wish you to keep this as much to yourself
as possible and at any rate keep my name out of view." This progosition
it is proper to 2dd is for the establishing of an institution of learn-
ine at or neer De Pere in Brown County which appvears to be a sine qua
non with this gentleman who makes i1t. Please take the trouble to pre-
sent the above to your Conference. If there is rny reasonable rrospect
of the society meeting the same with a2 similar endowment inform me of
the disposition as soon s possible; meanwhile I should be glad to hear
your views on the subject., Should you write soon you will please ad-
dress Boston, Mass,

Green Bay, April 17t:., 1846 E. Eugene Eastman

The name of Mr. lawrence was withheld: but I presented the
letter to the Rock River Conference at its session in the following
Aug. and it was referred to the Committee on Education, Aft:r due con-
sideration the Committee recommended that it bde referred to the pre-
siding Elder which should be appointed to the Fond du Lec district, my
district heving had the name chanced from 3reen 3ay to Pond du lLac,
vwith instructions to ascertain the name of the author of tke propostion
and open a correspondence with him as soon as his address could be as=
certained, to lersrn how and wken the arranrsemsnt could be made with
him, Mr, Eastman declined givirng the name and hence the matter was
delayed and the enterprise was grestly embarrassed by being thrown into
the wrong channel throush which it fina’ly came,

February 22nd 1846 our first derughter was born in Fond du lac
and now for the first time we were blest with two little responsibilities
at the same time, The labors of the district were not so severe ~nd
weering as the care of the Churches, The preachers were nearly all
young nnd inexperienced, most of them unordaired, and hence difficulties
sometimes arose thst recuired extra labors -- legal decisions must be
made, and adéed to all these cares there was a conviction that some
nrovision must be made to educate the children, 'e were soon t¢ bde
separated from Rock River as a Conference and there would be very few
in Wisconsin Conference who would assume the responsibility of starting
the enterprise, It was a matter of prayerful anxiety to me during my
delay in securing the name and address of the person who made the prop-
osition contained in Mr. Znstman's letter, Me~ntime RPeeder Smith, Agent
of Albion Seminary, Mickigan, called on !ir, Amos A, Lawrence in Boston
to assist in building tkat institution or in relievins it from emdbar-
rassment, and was informed that he had made a proposition to start a
literary institution in Wisconsin,and Michigan was able to build their
own institution, so he declined aiding them, Sm'th belng in bad odor



at Albion, as was reported, secured the privilege of bringing the
nroposition of Mr, Lawrence to Wisconsin and arrived the last of
November or December, 1846,

Fe had notice ¢lven that a nmeeting of laymen and Ministers
would he Leld in Milwaukes to consider this vroposition, and guite a
number convened tre 28th of lec, Tev, Wm, M, D, Ryan waes chosen as
Chairman and Wm. E, Sampson, Secretary. Mr. Smith presented the propo-
sition of Mr., Lawrence which was considerod favoresble., A Charter was
secured which received the Governor's signature, January 17th, 1847.

In Sert. following the Trustees convened in Fond du Lac and
organized when I was appolnted Secretary of the Board of Trustees. Mr,
Georgze W, Lawe of Kaukauna and Mr, John F. Meade of Green Bay prorosed
each to donate thirty one acres of land where Appleton now stands pro-
vided the Institution should be located there, These were the most
favorable propositions mrde within the provisions of the Charter, Mr.
Lawe after the losation was made duly conveyed -is donation b deed
and Mr, Meade would have done it, he told me if Mr, Smith would have
allowed him to do so: but Mr, Smith had it deeded to Mr. Lawrence who
informed me that he pasid Smith for the land, so Smith cheated the
collegse out of one-half of the donation and took pey for it,

Yad the land been conveyed according to the stipulations of
Mr. Meade!s article of agreement and Smith been honest, our college
would have been worth, I think today, (188C) at least $100,000 more
than it now 1is., 'hen I informed Mr, Lawrence of the facts, he pro-
posed to decd to Lewrence University a large number of lots, but Smith
having a con tract to sell for one-half of the receipts, served an in-
Junction on Mr, Lawrence and prevented the conveyance,

Mr, Lawrence would doubtless have made the conveyance in the
end but he was swindled out of his investment in Appleton and all went
together., At the close of the Conference year in 1848 I was appointed
principel of the Lawrence Institute, and was to act as agent till build-
ings could be erected in which to open school, On the 8tk of Sept. 1848
I commenced opening the road from the river to the location of the Pre-
paratory building for the Institute and clear off the campus,

I had secured between six and seven thousand dollars toward
meeting the proposition of Mr, lawrence and Smith had secured sufficient
to make the amount with mine $11,000, so tke beginning was mace sure,
Smith went Z~st and left his business with Bro. H, L. Blood. Ee had
promised to have buildings ready to open the school in November 18u4S,
Col, Blood filled the timber bills and had the lumber on hand, but
Smith remained at a distance and did not ret.rn till tipe last of the
following Feb, 18uUC,

Ag there wes no place for a family at Grand Chute, xnine re-
mained at Fond du Lac. On the 2Uth of Nov, our fifth son wrs vorn
there, I built me 2 shanty on a pre-erption in the vicinity of Grand
“rute and moved my family into it January 6th, 1840, When Smith and
his family come on the followins February instead of soing to the
boarding house, they crowded into our shanty, and we hrd to endure

1t as best we could, till ke could build himself & house, He nede
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a pgreat splurge, dut did not reise tne frame for t:: preparatory bduilding
t111 the third dey of July 184S, By tris time I had vecome disgusted
vith Smith's manarement and wrs anxious to get out of the scrane. Smith
came over to our ZJonference which was held at Platieville that yeer, 1
was Secretary of the Conference. Smith firured to get the visiting Com-
mittee appointed in his favor, such as he could manage, I vald no atten-
tion to him as I was as anxious to leave Lim, as he was to have me, The
Committee coame directly to Apnleton from “onference with strong prejudices
against me, I recueated Dr. Derling, President of tke Board, to make
Smith'!s favorites Chairmen of the Standing Committees which he did, snd
before they were through, they found his course so thorourhly dishonest
that they discontinued his agency ané thrrust me into nis place against my
remonstrances, I wes re-elected Principal, Secretary of the Board and
wag prescsed into the enterprise to do or die, Snith was mad ané said he
would not rest till he saw the building shoved down into the river, I
replied to the one wiho told me this, it is die Sampscn tren, or kill the
lion.

t\
was receiving consice

The last two years he wss east renorts crre thei he
ts for the "'niversd Te Were »r-

riving often considerable quantities es and other packages for
his family, as t e clerk of e ho'ise inform I concluded
he was supporti anily by the money he collected, One re

Amherst, Mass, told me that he pave him, Srith, $300.

I had the building so far completed that I open=d school MNov,
12th, 1849 in the preparatory department with Romulus O, Kellogg, A. B.
Prof., of lLanguages, Jas, M, Phinney Prof. of Mathematics, }iss Emeline
Y, Crooker, Preceptress and Miss L. Amelia Deyton, Asst. The task of
raiasing means and supervising the work prevented me from doings mngh in
the schoolroom, The scholarship endowment must te increased, subscrip-
“ions obtained, and collections made on scholarsiip notes, I pushed the
work and gathered in scholars, When I published our first catalogue in
1850, we had enroled one hundred and five students.

At the annual meeting I declined to continue both as Agent and
Principal, and as no other one was disposed to accept the responsibility
of the finonces and labors, the Board of Trustees continued me their
Agent as they hrd me already installed. They had not been able to effect
a settlement with Smith and the enterpriss was almost overwhelmed with
the confusion he had in‘roduced &nd vith :1is crookedness, This was a
year of the great:>st anxiety and toil, Many of its nights were sleep-
less from planning to supply means to carry on the enterprise, It was
no small uncdertekins to pay dedbts, to pay teachers and take cere of my
family, beside the necessary izprovements in so new a place, with Smith
doing all he could to destroy public confidence in our finasncial basgis,

I applied myself to the task to the best of my skill and with ny means,
trusting in provicdence, and havin- falth that God would opn=n the way to
succeed, To meet all these demands I found it necessary to sell my prop-
erty in Fond du Lac at a sacrifice, and work every honest card to get
through the year., I had thirty-one acres, a nouse and two lots in the
city, 2nd one hundred and twenty acres about one mile from the city limits
and was free from debt, This nroperty has since been worth from eishty to
one hundred thousand dollars; tut I could not =»et along ""ith the school

and retain it, so I sold at a great sacrifice, Such was the rressure of
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these responsibilities on me, that I saw tefore the year clos=d that 1

must be relecesed “rom these anxietles or go down under its crusihing weight,
“hen the Joint Board of Trustees and Visitors met June 6th 1851, I declined

a re-election to the Agency and Rev, David Brooks was el=cted to take my
place, Our Conference met at Yaukesha June 25th 1851 and during its session
I was elected one of the delegates to Generel Oonference which was to meet

in Boston May let 1852, 1 wes stationed at Kenosha but my wife's herlth was
so poor that we concluded it was best for her and the children to remmrin in
our comfortable home in Apvleton, 1 went to my work dbut my health was so
much impairec b the ‘ortures, anxieties, mortifications and tolls of the
three previous years thrt I was not really fit for service, I Lowever filled
my appointments till the first of April when I lcft for Boston and Bros. Philo
Judson and Abm, Hanson filled the pulpit. Bro, Kellogg's health failed so
that he gave up the charge of the school in spring and Bro., Jabez Brooks took
the charge in his absence, The annunl meeting of the Board of Trustees met
June 6th and I returned fro Boston in time to meet with tiem having come to
an understanding with ¥r. lawrence vhile in Boston on matters trat Smith had
tangled up, 2nd I was aprnointed by the Board to return and close up matters
with Mr, Lawrence, Smith had placed the donation of land 1n such shape that
Mr. lawrence could not return it to the collegse: but other matters were to be
closed while trhey could be come at, The school did not prosper satisfactorily
under the supervision of Prof. Brooks and soon after my return from closing
up tre businegs with Mr., Lawrence to the sgtisfaction both of him and the
Trustees I was sent for to talte charge of the school, Our Conference con-
vened in the following Sept, in Fond du Lac, 2nd the Joint Board of Trustees
had adjourned tre annual meeting to this place, Prof. Kellogg had been
eranted leave of absence till hils health s:ould be restored, an. the Board

at this meeting again elected me principal, This was offensive to Prof,
Brooks and he resigned giving as a reeson, thet he considered it an insult

to have a man sppointed over him as principal, who was not a regular gredu-
ate, He wished afterward to recall his resignation, but the Board had
promptly and unanimously accepted it and made other arrangements, His Bro,
Adin also declined serving and their father declined the Agency.

Under the auspices of Anson Ballard Esq,, Perry H, Smith ZEsq.
and ot hers the Brooks brothers started an opposition school in a hired
room in Ap-leton which according to my recollection lasted only partly
throush the second tern and according to report closed with six students,
Prof. Kellogg's health had so improved that he returned to his place as
Prof., of Languages and Mr, Phinney came to the rescue in Mathematics. Thus
organized the inetitution improved during the opposition and has been ris-
ing in reputation ever since., Rev. Edward Cooke A M. was dected President
at the meeting of the Board in Sept. 1852. Tev, J. S. Prescott agent and
Col, H, L, Blood Treasurer, who was asuthorized to gatkher materials and
make contracts for the erection of our present main College building. Col,
Blood let the contracts, had the excavations made and the walls were rising
so that at the annual meeting of the Joint Board June 29th, 1853, Dr. Dar-
ling, President of the Board lald the corner stone after an zble address ty
Rev, Alfred Brunson and the bullding was finally finished 2t an cxpense of
only adbout $28,000. Rev, Edward Cooke had accepted the presidency znd at
this meetineg gave his lnaugural address and was duly installed as President
of the B-ard of Instruction, which released me from the supervision of the
school, bdut not from lator. I was appointed teacher of Mathematics and
Engli<h ranches. The College dullding was so far finished ag to de
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nccupied by the schocl in part at the close of the yeer, V- dear wife had
been suffering for several months from heart disease 2nd during the spring
was mostly confined to the house and at the time of the annuzl meeting of
the Joint Board w=s confined to her bed., Her suffering becamne intense and
at times her paroxisms from pain were indescribable, Her discase became
more complicated by dropsy setting in, all I think resulting from the fever
she had while she lived in Micnhigan, °'e had endured 1ife's toils and chenges
together almost fifteen years in ploneer 1life, We had realized many of life's
Joys, our :autual attrchments had strengthened every year, our co-munion was
undisturded by unkiad feelings; but *Le pro-ress of . er disease irndicated
that our early ti=s were scon to be droken. UU-r sufferings ccontinued nignt
~nd day nd for six weeks prevlous to her denth, I was by rer clde nenrly
all the tine, not giving myself op-ortunity to undress, exca2nt to c ange

ny underrarmente, nor takinz rest onl; 2s I could do so sitting by her side,
or for a few nmoments on the lounge, Her falth in our etonings savior during
all her sufferings was strong and she continued cheerful to the last, She
talked of our separation ''ith a calm composure and urged me tn continue
preaching the -osnel as long as the Lord gave ne strength., Ske scemned nore
and nore Joyful as the death me-senger drew :rezrer, and after hor speech
failed I reacuested .er to ~#ive me a tokxen of _er victory thro:zh the blood
of the Laab of 5cd, who had destroyed the power of death. She pressed my
hand in hers and & radiant smile 1it up her countenance as her soul took
1ts flient to Jjoin her three cherud sons, the Z2nd day of August A.D. 1853.
Thus passed from earth to heaven one of the tru:zst and noblest wives a man
was ever blest with, 1 wee now left feeble, worn with care, anxiety and
watching, - ith three motierless children to provide for rné train for the
elory land: but our heavenly Fether cared for and sustalned me. Nr. J. P.
Parish 2nd vife came into my house, wlth whom myself and chilédren boarded
nerrly one and a ralf years, This was a trial none can appreciate bdut
those who have passed through the same ordeal, still the same blessed,
divine Father vwho sustained my beloved wife throursk all her sufferings
sustained me by his grace 2nd upheld me by his Spirit. 1 needed rest,

went to Tetroit by Railway from 3rand Haven ancd took a steamer round the
Lakes to Sheboyzan belng absent some three weeks and returned to my place
in the school,

The fol_owing was a sad, lonely ysar so far as this world wes
concerned, yet I trist one of spiritusl advancement. Under the super-
vision of President Cooke the institution continu=d to prosper, 7Zhe Col-
lege bullding was completed and ten thousnand dollars, the donation of Mr,
Samuel Ancleton of Boston, for library purvoses were transferred to the
Board of Trustees, At the nmeeting of t:e Joint Board of Trustees tkis
year, 1 was el=cted in July, Professor of Mathematics and atural Science
in Lawrence University, but such was the state of my ealth and having
never had the a‘vantages of a full college course, that I feared the lat~r
of prepara‘tion and other duties would entirely unfit me for any wvork, if
it did not spe=dily bring me down to the graves, I declined the position;
but took the vlace of teaecher in Mathematics and English ®Branckes in the
Preparatory department. In 1854 end 1855 1 was assistant in Muthematics,
Yrs, Parish rotifled me that she must glve up the care of my children in
the £all of 1354, and I found it necessary to choowse another companion
end on the 2nd day of January 1855 I was married to Miss Susan i, Meld,
oldest deughter of Rev, Julius Fleld of ¥Williamsdburg, M. Y., Providence
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again favored me with an affectionate, intelligent, devoted christian wife,
She had been a vary successful teacher for years in Academics bHefore start-
ing a Ladies School in Williamsburg, H. Y., and could fully sympathize with
ne in my present responsibilitles and duties; and was a mother indecd to my
little family, 1In 185t I received tae desree "honoris causa®, of A.M. and
this year was el-cted Adjunct Professor of Methematice anc continued till
the Annual Mez=ting of the Trustecs in 1858 whem I resiened my mlace as a
teacher, The Board had nevar been able to g=t & correct account of Reeder
Smith's doings up to ti:xis time nor to get an Lonest settlement of his ac-~
counts, so t.is year they gave him credit on their records for $7,300 to
cget rid of him, 2and suprnosed this was the last trouble they were ever to
have with the rascal, but he wormed him-~elf into the confidence of Dr.
Cooke and sfter the Borrd Almost unanimously declined entertaining tie
proposition to employ him again on any consicderntion, i.e went enst and
spent some two years to support his family, which according to reports ke
did finely and tre University received for his services one K, R. bond for
$500 or $1,C00 on which a small amount was received and some $300 =t the
end of a law suit in 1877 or 78.

(Insert) The last two years he was east reports come that he
was receiving conslderable amounts for the Unlversity and there were ar-
riving often ccnsiderable cquantities of eroceries and otrer packages for
hig family, as the clerk of the store nouse informed me and I concluded
he was supnorting ris family by the money he collected. One man from
Amherst, Mass, told me tzat he gave him, Smith, $300.

Por these valuable services he demanded $2,700 more and to get rid of
him again the majority of the Board voted that his whole donation to the
University snould be $10,000; dbut this time some of the opmosition had
their votes recorded against the fraucdulent dem~nd being allowed, So
after swindling the University out of the thirty-one acres donated to it
where Aprleton now stands by Mr, John F, Meade late of Green Bey, he has
credit for services rendered for nore than three times as much as he ever
brought to 1t by his egency according to any evidence I mave gained. Mr,
Lawrence's propos:tion was made some year rnd nine mornths before Smith
had anything to do with it and he would never lave fulfilled his propo-
sition if Reeder could have prevented it. He started for Boston to do
this, soon as tkhe Board first dispensed with ‘is servicess, and I headed
him off throueh the telepraph. 1In 1856 I endeavored to help I, . Leihy
in business and in consequence of financial inability znd of my consent-
ing to accept securities that proved to be worthless, I was fooled out
of all my property, some $12,000 to $15,00C, I found it recessary to
leave school to close out the business in 1358 znd it took me till 1861
to get clear so th~t I could enter the pastoral work agaln., l‘eantime

I. M, Leihy left for California., Turines this time my mortificnation and
vexation were almost overwhelming to think t hat I had allowed myself to
be so deceived by a man of Lis profession and claims,

In Pebruary 1861 my dear comvanion during my temporary absence
tonk a severe cold and in spite of all we could do it terminated in auick
consumntion, In consequ ence of the encroachments of disease she wss pre-
maturely confined -ith her fourth ¢:11d which lingered a few days and was
taken to its heavenly abode. The mother lingsered till the 27th day of the
following Ausust, wvhen in Christian Lope and triumph she peacefuliy fol-

lowed her two sweet bebes thrt were waiting a mother's embrace on the
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other shore and left to my care her other two to train for the future
srecting. Thus closed the arthly tolls and anxieties of one of the
vurest and most sincere Christians and left me agaln in this cold, ckeer-
less world slozne, to dring up my five notherless callcdren, and train them
for the heavenly world., O, what a fearful responsibility. None cen tell
the anruish of such e perliences but such as have passed throurh *‘he same
ordeal,

Such wes my angulsh when 1t became certain that I must agaln
endure these heart rendings, that it required a long, severe struecle
before I cculd reconcile myself to speak to my fellines wife about our
separation., The troursht of 1t was crushing; but when I finally nerved
nyself to the painful duty, she was so calm and reconciled that much of
my suffering was assuaged.,

My two yo:ngest childrem went with their grand-otker Field to
Durham, Conn., and the three oldest to different places as I could arrance,
My oldest =2nlisted in the first Wis, Cavalry Volunteers in the Federal
army to help put down the rebellion in 1861, my second went to Dr, Derling
in Fond du Lac, my third went into the printing office in Appleton, At
the Conference in Sept. I was stationed at Whitewater, During the six
montns previous I had served the Church at Oshkosh ané the year previcus
hed served the Neenzh and Menasha charge. I went to my work at Whitewanter
with a sad heert yet trusting in the promise "Lo I am vith you®, found my-
self among strengers, and devoted oy tine and enerrgles to my Master's work,
I had enjoyed the twenty-tnree previous years with only one year and four
and a half montis exception in the most perfect domestic felicity save the
anguish I had e perienced in burying two dear companions and five lovely
children, O! the zgonies of a heart from which wives ané¢ chiléren have
been torn by death's ruthless hand, living children scattered, end property
wasted by the unfalthfulness of those you have befriended! I had been now
some thirteen yesrs out of the pastoral work nearly all the time and hence
it recuired close application and earnest devotion to sustain myself, I
found the Church zreatly distracted and divided, but ‘he Lord ~ranted me
his grace and guldance, so that before the year was half gone the members
bYecane messurably tnited nd some precious souls were, I think, led to the
cross and saved, Tke Master's work so constantly taxed my tiwe and thousht
that I had 1i{ttle time to think of worldly reverses, The scattered condi-
tion of my chiléren was a creat grief to me, and such was my loneliness
from want of home ~nd home assoclations, tkat I decided to secure enother
wife. My experience had learned me, that it was not food for man to be
alone in the world,

I have no doubt thet it was of God!s direction that I found one
of suitable are and experience--a Mrs, Sarez Krits Luther of Whitewater,
She had had several years experience was tke wife of Rev, Hiram E, Luther
formerly of the Cneida Conference, who was obliged to leave the work on
account of >ronchial difficulties, became a physician and died in Write-
water in 1843. I was married to Mrs, Luther Sept. 10th, 1862 and in Oct.
following was made presiding £lder on Milweukee Iist. The District par-
sonapge was then at Wagkesha where I once more @athered my household effects
#nd my children to enjoy again domestic 1life, The labors of the district
and the care of all the churches taxed my strenct. sc severely that I found
ny constitution yielding to pressure, and was obliged to ask for a release
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from district vork at the end of the second yeer, I was recz=ived very cor-
dtally on the district and spent the two years 1 think profitadly thouesh
all was excitement in conseaquence of the slave-holders rebellion, I was
apnointed to Racine station at the Conference of 186k where I remeined two
yenrs and had the pleasure of seeings the charge greatly improved durings my
time of service. I found the house of worship in a deplorable condition,
so much so, that I really felt ashaned for my people wrenever a streng=r
came into the conerregation, The stoves were insufficient, tre weolle and
ceiling were so cov:r2d with smoke th.at they looked :ore like & smokehouse
than Church, tie window shades werec so dirty t -t §{t wrg difficult to tell
their oriesinal color or texture, carpets in the alsles were so ragred as to
endanger tnose coming in to a fall, I early called the attention of the
0fic‘al bo~rd to the necessity of cleaning and repairing the Church; dut
the majority seemed so well satisfied with it that I falled a2t tre time to
get the necszss=ary repaire, All would acknowlesdere its importance, but one
of the lendingz stewards was ever ringlng the cnanees on, "it is very de-
sirable, but it can't be done," so the matter rested t1ll ¢:e following
vyeer, In tke svring when I told the Boerd t:at I had endured nortification
as long as I thourht it profitadle and fianlly persuaded them to enea~e in
the work of repairs and I was placed on the Coamittee to raise the ieans
/nd have the work done, 1 had ov-r 3500 expended, raised the imeans and
pald all the bills, so that we were fres fiom Zebt and our Church was as
rood as new inside, It wss then ascertained that there nust be new rneat-
ing apraratus and new shingles on the roof ilie expense of which would be
about six or seven hundred dol.ars :iore, After th: failure of a new com-
mittee to raise sufficisnt means to venture the commencement of the work,

1 was addsd tr, the committee snd soon had between slx and seven hu-dred
dollars on subscription to reshingle the roof and to put furnaces in to
heat the Church. Before Conference I had the shingling done and paid for,
and left ‘he belance of the subscription for my successor to get the fur-
nace with, I spent two vory successful years here, for beside the Church
improvements *he congregation grestly increas=d and several souls were
converted., God csrertly blessed -nd =ncourageé his people, I recuested

a chance at “he close nf the seccnd year as I ¢ ourht a new man would do
the Church better service trhan I could. I was apcointed to Janesville at
the Conference of 1366 whera I found a pood siroag Church, ere-tly nceding
a new Church edifice or large repairs on the old one, !Ny apnointment I

was informed, was in part to tuilld a new Church., I looxed the ground over
and drew up plans both for a new Church and for cranges ané enlargement of
the 0ld ore, The cost for the new would be from $20,000 to 325,000, the
crange and repeirs on the old 312,000, vwhick would furniesh all the room
ené convenience of the new, I advised the latter which would have given
them an audience room 113 x 75 feet, a good S, S. rocm, ladies parlor, and
four good clagsrooms, I did not succeed in getting sufficient union in the
Church to adopt 2ither plan, Some in the official Board were oprosed to
doins anyt ing, others wanted a new Church, and others Jjoined in my plars
but the y=ar closed before any decisive action was taken., The last quar-
terly me=ting came just at this time, for this Conference year, ond sixteen
of the nineteen members voted for my re<urn, but for some unexrlained reason
my P, Elder sent me word that he wished me to take myself out of tkre way,
and I concluded if my P, E. had not nerve enourh to stand by e in such
important work, I better let some one take my place who could have his co-
operation, My successor did not succeed and the result fins >y reached

was a nevw organiz~tion, a new Church, the 0ld one repaired and an expen
diture of over forty thousand doliars, and tne expenditure of the $12,000
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on the plan I propos=d, would hAave been much better for the cause of
Christ and humnanity in ny Judgnent, than the course adopted. Zuring my
labors in Jenesville ve had ocuite a revival ~2né¢ c~nsiderable acceszsions
to the Churc:,

The ncxt two vears I was pastor of the Church at Zvaneville,
where I spent two very pleasant years, A new Church edifice had been

srected during the prstorate of my predecessor, Bro. Wn. Te lLalfatyr, wro
had been very successful in winnine souls to Crrist.

The new Church was dedicated the first Szbbeth I spent on the
charge, The converts were mostly recelved into full membership and the
second year we had ocoulte a number converted nnc bullt a parsonage for
those who might follow in the Master's work, This is 2 pleas~nt cherge
to labor in. In the fall of 186C I was appointed to Sheron where I
labored two years with vory pleasant brethren, There had been some
division in the community on the subject of temperance, but Zurlng the
first year this died away and the second year we rad & glorious work of
grace and qul e an addition to the Church, There was a desire for my
return to this charge the third year, but one or two of the brethrem pro-
poeed to the P, Elder, that they desired a c ange, and he having for some
cause, I never knew what, taken offense, wns disposed to gratify them and
himgelf, hrd me av-ointed to Milton at the Confer=nce of 1871, where I had
a year of very hard toil., 1ot being able to furnish myself with a travel-
ing rig, #nd the membersrin “eins widely scattered, I many times rad to
walx six and eirht miles a day in pastoral visiting. In 1872 the Bishop
eave me a nominal appointment at Court St. Janesville and I spent my time
in canvassing for Jamelson, Fausestt and Brown's Commentary, This was in
ccnsequence of misrepresentations, which I was certain were made to Bishop
Haven in reference to my health., The Blishop requested me to 2sk a super-
asnuated relation. I told him I could not ask for what I did not need,
that I was doing work that I had not been adble to do for many years, and
I refused to ask for any but an effective r=lation, so Le gave me that
nominal apnointment,

I well knew who endeavored to impress the Bishov that age and
health discualified me for pastoral wori--nnt the same time I lknew that
I was competent to do any work the Bro. himself could do, and after Con-
ference closed vhen the Bro., had fixed himself in a choice place as he
left the district, I said to the Bisnop I am not afraid to take my place
by the side of Bro. T. to do any work that he can do, elt er physical or
mental -- he may have a little more piety than I, but I am willing to :ake
the chances with -im in any vork he can do or in any field of labor. In
1873 - 1874 I was pastor of our Church et Waukasu, where two auite pleasant
years were spent-- vleasant not because of ease or large recelnts but be-
caugse I was in my !aster'!s work and the Church and people received my
poor services so cordially,

At the Conference in 1875 I wns appointed to Zion charge where
I spent two Conference years, This is a very -leas~nt country charge--
pleasant society outside the Church -- we had a very gracious work the
second year and beside the oculckening of the Church there were some thirty
precious souls brousht from darkness to lisht most of vhom came into the
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Church and I trust, that through faith in the a2 toning Savior, they will

all be ecathered ultimately to the home of the blest, where I exvect

through the precious blood of Jesus to greet those who are faithful unto
death, At t-e Conference in 1877 I was avpointed to Gravesville, a new
vork that recuired more th:sical force than most men are favored vith,

and all falth nscessary to remove mountains, to accomplisk much for Christ
and humanity, It is an 0ld time circuit thmt demands a%out flve sermons

A wedk -~ country new -- roads bad -- people ~odless -- mostly papists., Thougn
I was warmly recelv=¢ by the Protestant nopulrtion and especially so by the
members of the Church, and I ladored faithfully, yet I seemed to accomplish
very little. 'y dear wife had become very feeble, and t:e inconveniences,
toils, and trials of the ycar brourht her nearly to the srave, She be-

came so frall and fecsble that I found 1t necessary to cease moving from
charge to char~e, znd as she hed a 1little money come to her from a Life
Insurance policy I rurchased her a home in Ap-leton to which she moved
before the C~-nference year closed -- this was her last trial in moving.

At the Conference of 1873 I was aprointed to DePere charge, argain in 1879
also in 188C, During the spring and summer of 187¢ the healt: of my dear
wife declined very rapidly anéc the symtoms of heart disease became vary
alarming -- in July she was obliged to rFive up 211 work and exercise, From
this time no sikill of thysicians could arrest the progress of her disease,
and for four wecks we did all thet human skill and tencer care could do “o
relieve the ancuish of one of the most patient sufferers that ever demanded
numan sympathy. o murmur or complaint was heard from her lips; but her
agonlzed countenance told her deep distress, There was & pe*ient, cheer-
ful submission to the will of God, a firm trust in the atonins bdlood of
Jesus, and a spiritual peace of soul, that plainly said t:int she felt

that, "to live ¢s Christ, to die i{s gain." A few hours before her precious
life went out ker sufferinsrs adbated, and she told me all wds safe and right,
that Jesus was her sure supvort, and on the 23rd day of Sept. 187°, near two
olclock a.,m, she went to rest on the bosom of her blessed Lord and Master,
Thus passed from eart: to heaven one of the best and most affectionats wives,
and I am for the third time, left a lone widower in the world, O how lone-
ly is this world vithout my dear Kate, '“ell, it will be only a siort time
before we shall all greet eac: other in that beautiful world where death
never disturbs its inhabitants., God blessed me with three of -he best wives
any mn ever h=d, and I review my married life with pgratitude that I can not
recall an angry word that ever passed between either of my loved ones now in
heaven and myself, Had I 1life to live over again I would try to be more wor-
thy of such kindness, forbearance, and affection as I received from them,
The secret of it is, they were devoted, godly women -- it is &ll of God's mer-
cy and grace, ZEorly in the spring of 1872 we repaired the Church at DePere,
Cld differences having mostly passed away, our congregstions consideradly
increased, t-e spiritual interests of the Church were rising anc there was

a general preparation for revival work in the Church, 1In Nov, Rev, C. F,.
Clapp, the most thorough, evangelical, and best evangelistic preacker I

have ever met came to IePere 2nd preached every evening except Szturday
evening for four weeks, and the Lord owned and blest the word -- about one
rundred and fifty professed faith in the Savior and forglveness of sins
through his atoning blood during the meetings which I continued two wecks

in West DePere after Bro. Clapp left., !any of the Youngest 41 d not come
into the Churches: dbut *he Churches had additions as follows: the }ethodist
Episcopal Church, forty-four, the Presbyterian, thLirty-threc, ~»nd the Con-
eregational Church twenty eight, 2nd therc was much good done to humenity

outside of t ¢ Church, !liost of the converts that ceme under our watchcare
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continued to grow in grace and before the session of our Conference twenty-
eight had joined in full membersnip, two had removed by letter -nd one di=d
happy in the Lord., Cur Conference was held &%t Appleton at the close of the
Conference year Cct, 13th 1880 and I was returned to DePere Staticn for a
third year's service and had a very ple2sant year, our congrersations were
full, the spirituality of the Church was in & healthy condition, and peace
and unity among the members prevalled. "e had no sypecial revival,a few
were added to the Church anc tne yoar closed rlsmsently and I lefr the
charge, 1 trust, in much better condition than I found it, At tre close

of this Conferewce yesr our lonference convened at Wilitewater Sept. 2lst
1881, 2nd I was appointed by 3ishop Foss to Cotton Street Station, Fond du
Lac City. Here I found a feeble discouraged Church. There was great dif-
ficulty in finding a sulteble boarding place, =nd failing in this I pro-
posed to my youngest deughter to move such of my .ouvsehold roods as would
furnish sufficient rooms for us to Fond du Lac from Arpleton and have her
keep house for me., She had zraduated from Lawrence University tke previous
June; but had not ensaged y=t in any employment =nd ske was delighted with
my proposition, I hired rooms, packed the necessary goods and furniture
and fitted up our rooms comfortably and soon the owner sold thre property
#end I had to secure another house, rather than have trouble, w ich I did

to good advantagre, and we spent the y-ar very pleasantly though my pastoral
labors were so greet and the nembers so widely scattered that my feet gave
out and I wes »obliged to sive up the pastoral work at the close of the Con-
ference year,

Turing the ye~r the congregations more t:an cdoubled ~né I suc-
ceeded in retting a nice 1little Church built for tke class at the Homiston
appointment 2bout four miles out of the City, so that I considered my rear
was not entirely lost., The membersiip wns not greatly increased on the
records, because when the records were rroperly corrected, arny nares were
removed tht skould hrve been before, some of them years before, They Lave
a good Church: but business in trhat nart of t..2 City has run down, members
kad moved away, consequently some had removed thelir membersidip to Livision
Street, sone nrd dled ant trhe result was the balance had becorie zreatly
discouraged, 2nd it is hard to fizht the devil »ithout couragce, I pray
thet God may bless and prosper Cotton Strecst Ckhurch ~nd make it a ereat
power for good in Fond du Lec. At the close of the Conference year our
Conference convened in Fond du Lac Sept. 28%th, 1282, Bislop 'iley presiding.
It was now forty-eirht years since I began to mresch the glorious gospel
and forty-four since I joined the Iaxdiana Conference and my heart would be
delicshted to have continued as much longer, but my fe-t would not allow me
to do so: and perform the duties of a faithful pastor and tke painful crisis
had come for me to take a supernumerary relation 2néd resign myself to the
will #nd direction of ny :eavenly Father. I am in .1is hands #nd though I
am A very unworthy servant, and it seems as thourh I have done but little
for humanity and the cause of my Master, I h-ve tried to do my duty wher-
ever the Church has demanded my services,

‘hile my heart delights in the service, I cannot consent to
cripple ‘he work by pvartial services, I have no complaint tc make: my
brethren have borne with my mistakes and weaknesses for these many years,
If I have wronced anyone I most heartily regret it, I am not conscious of
doing it, if done it was not intentioneal, It is a painful thousght that
life!s activities must cease:; but I mu-t cheerfully yield to the inevitabdle.
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T™wo Conference years 1 was a member of Indiana Conference, two yeare 1
wes in Michigan Conference, six in Rock River Conference amd since 1848
in Wisconsin Conference and yet I have been transferred only once, the
other changes occurred from division of Conferences, or organizstion of
new ones, Six years I served on districts, one year Iwas superannuated,
three yeers supernumerary, two years of which I served charges on the
Sabbath, and the belance of the time either in the pastoral or educational
work. Seven years I served as Secretary of the Wisconsin Conference and
once was sent to represent our interests in Seneral Conference; dbut ase
and infirmities now compel me to take my place on the retired list, I
recelved my retirement at my own recuest September 30th, 1882, in the
seventy-fifth year of my are, Pralse God, trat ke spared me so long to
work in his vineyard!}



