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1 To be!" ~ta world of thou.e:ht for hWlllln beings in these 
two short words! To the ancestors of Darvin and those of his Kith 
the Ape, these words would mean Ver,' little; but to ours there was a 
world of meani~. However little others ma7 think of our natal day, 
to us it is an important epoch. It is an event we celebrate annually 
thro~h all our yeArs. It is seldom if ever forgotten, in childhood, 
in riper yerrs, in declini~ years. And we seldom think of our nativ
ity but the mind runs back to the spot where life with us began. To 
the sensitive sou.l, that 1pot seem1 almost sacred. Hence in starting 
any portion of an autobio~raphy it is expected that date of birth, 
parentage, place etc., will be early eiven in the na~ive. 

Wm. Harkness Sampson was born Sept. 13th, 1808 in the Town 
of Brattleboro in t.he State of Vermont. My father's 1UUDe was Tho:aas 
Sampson, and rq mother 1 s maiden name was Il.i za Darling. In the autumn 
of 1814 father moved his family to the then wilderness part of the 
';tRte at PennsylTania to the town of CoviDP,ton in Tro~a County. I 
remained here vi th my father till I was ei r.hteen years o! S.f:e employ
in,: the chief of 'lfJ3' time in assisting him to clear oft the heavy ti~ber 
and make himself a farm which required ~reRt labor in those beach, 
maple, hemlock and pine forests. During this time I had very little 
opnortunity for schooling. Wl'.lit little opportunities for religious 
culture I enjoyed were amo~ the old Calvinistic Baptista and they were 
really in their teaching thorough fatalists. Their lives were irregu
lar, sometimes attentive to religious forms, at others given to profan
i ty, especially at rsi9in,:s and logping but when ther9 must be plent7 
of the ardent on band, and when opportuni t7 offered, they were most un
scrupulous in deal of any people I have ever kn°'9'n. I became so em
bittered with such exhibitions of reli~ious professions, that I alaost 
hated the name of Christian. When talld.ng i:bout religion, they drew 
down their faces to an indefinite 19D8th and looked as gloo117 as the 
shadow of death. As all 'fA7 life was Ti. TaCi t7 and tun, I was maddened. 
and disgusted with professions of religion-- I 1tamped them all with 
h1J>ocrisy. So imbittered hAd I become and 90 outraged in my feelin,:s 
in consequence of their trickerT and dishonest dealing with 'lfJ3' father 
that I bated to see or meet them and I determined to leaTe and seek 
other associations. In 1826 I proposed to father that I would relin
ouish Rl.l claims upon his property, hie paternal her1 tage if he wou.ld 
release me from my minority which he finally consented to do. About 
this time one of my comrads and I concluded it would be interesting 
to attend a Methodist Meeting which was to be held some miles away, 
so after a ttendin,: our regul~ service in the A. M. we started vi th
out leave of parents and soon reached the place llrbere a Methodist 
prayer meeting was to be held, the first I had ever attended. 

'!'he singing wa,. something entirely new to me and I was 
~reatly attracted P.nd edified with it-- it was really enchanting to 
me-there was life ruid soul in it. I left home and all its hallowed 



8ssociations soon after this, and vent to Elmira in the State of 
New York vhere I e~aged as an apprentice t.o Mr. Vincent M. Car
penter at the wool cardi?M! and cloth-dressing business. I now 
felt at liberty to select my place ot attendin.e; amusements, and 
also religious meetings. I was among strangers end my employment 
kept me busy so I bad but little opportunity tor placee ot •amuse
nent•; but I bad not forgotten my entertainment At the Methodist 
prayer meeting and eoon found that the Methodists bad a stirring 
preacher who preached At tl:it Court Home f!!V<?ry Sabbath morning 
and evening and I generally went there if' anywhere. I found con.
~enial companions in the shop and Till~e with vhom I bad tun and 
frolic which was as natural to me as to breathe. Fun and ridicule 
were my weapons from my childhood if' any one sotlJ!'.ht to quarrel vi th 
me. I sav when some ten or twelve years of age two colored men 
fight and was so disr,usted that I resolved never to disgrace myself 
in tbnt way and I always kept that resolution good. I knew but 
little about the Bible or its principles, and of true godliness I 
knew less consequently cared less. Cnlvinism bRd blunted all the 
finer feeli~s of IQ' soul and my unbelief had made me hate devotion. 
So far as I had received any religious education it wae of the old 
Calvinistic stamp and it led me i!lto fatalism instead of leading me 
to piety. I looked upon the world with stoic eyes and withe heart 
unmoved by religious sentiment -- "I cared for none of these things. 11 

I was to spend three yeP-re with Mr. Carpenter, but he reouired so 
-.ch time of me on the farm, which wae not in our bargain that I 
left one Sun~ •sane Ceremonie• at the end of two years. Before 
leanng Elmira I attended a Methodist Meeting of' some kind, I am 
inclined to think a lovefeaet. Du.ring the ex~rciees a little girl 
related her experience with such calmness, assurance and sincerity, 
and at the s.-=me time wit.h such evident honesty and innocence that 
it shook my in.fidelity. 
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Ae she closed her narration, something said to me "there 
~ou have often said, I oould tell as good an experience as any one 
if I would be such a hypocrite, nov ca!l you get up here before thie 
audience and give in such a testimony as that little child bas done?• 
I tho~ht now if there h a di Tine reali t;y in reli~on I am a :fool 
to stand in my own light, and it is best t.o ascertain the truth ot 
it before it is too late. I then resolved to lcnov the truth of ex.
perimf".ntal godlineu; but tm t no one should kUOlfI thoUP,ht of such 
things till I bad demonstrated their truth or talsit;y. I oould not 
do this vhile in my present relati ona, if I broke off' all IQ' amuse
ments R.nd fun vi thout creating suspicion but ~ave 117selt t.o reading 
the bible pri vatel7 and such thought, "tud;y and investigation as I 
could privatel;y. I do not recollect acarcel7 a serious moment till 
t.his period in my life save such as vae incited b7 the incidents ot 
the moment. I was bent on a.musemADt and everything must contribute 
to my sport. Serious interro~tiona and insults were met vith fun 
or ridicule as I ju~ed I could beet succeed. I found that I bad 
much to overcome nov to even think serioual;r. w~:en I left nmira I 
resolved to leave my amusements and attend to the concerns ot my 
soul ti 11 I had "proved all things, • and I determined t.o •hold fast 
that vhich is good.• It required ~reet effort to be serious and 
investi~te candidl7 :for this was so.et.hi~ nev to me. 



I went to Ovid in Seneca County, N. Y. from Elmira and 
soon colDIDenced work at my trade with Mr. James Watson. I contin
ued to study the Bible more prayerfully, attended preaching end 
prayer meetings on Sabbath at the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
1119de the best of nery circumstance to learn the truth. .As 11.;;ht 
dawned I considered the te~chings of' this church moat scriptural, 
its doctrines most reason.Able, and its ainisters were more earneAt 
and endowed w1 th more true piety and common sense than I had been 
accustomed to witness in :i;r eachers. I bE>came more end more in 
earnest as my convictions of the divine authenticity of the Bible 
increased e.nd durinr, the winter led an eArnest prayi~ life though 
yet without the knowle~e of sins for~iven. In May 1829 while 
alone in my room Just at the breAk of' ~ after three al.most sleep
less nie-hts in i!?reat ap:ony and almost in despair, the Lord in gre~t 
mercy revealed to me my sine for~i Ten and ga.Te me the Spirit to wit
ness with mine thF.t I was his child, and I could say, 

"My God is reconciled; 
His pardonin,'. Toice I hear; 
He owns me for hie child; 
I can no longer fear: 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
.And lather, Abba, Yather, cry. 

~ow nJesus all the ~ lo~ w~e my Joy end my song, • till 
the sys te::i of proselyting began, where on one side I was invited to 
accept the old Saybrook platform and on the other side this same doc
trine "'1th close communion added all of' which was the !llOst repulsiTe 
to me. I could find no place in my convictions for ei tber, and after 
enduring these annoyances for a time I learned thAt I could place DJ.7-
~elf' un:ler the watch-CAre of' the Methodist Episcopal Church, enjoy 
church privileges and fellowship and be.Te six mont.t.s to study doc
trines and discipline, and I heartily embraced the opportunity. I 
was receiTed on trial by Rn. Gideon Osband who was associated with 
Rn. Israel Ch.amberlaye on the Ovid Circuit, Genesee Conference. The 
more I studied the »ible in connection with church doctrines and u
sages the stronger were my conTictions that the Methodist .Episcopal 
Church was the nearest scriptural teaching of' aJl7 church. I was bap
tized by Doct. Alexs.nder Comstock a local preacher and was received 
into full membership in the church ot (}od April 30th 1830 by Rev. 
Deforest Parsons in the church at OYid, N. T. My mother was a Bap
tist Rnd wrote me Tery motherl7 cautions not to allow mywelt to be 
deceiTed and :f'ollowed these vi th earnest words ot advice when I visi
ted home. After two or three years I was working at rq trade in 
Trumansburg and mother on hor way to Nev England Tisi ted me. Ot course 
the oft repeated caution was P'iTen so one evening I asked wmt she knev 
about Methodism? -- and whether she hlld read any of their doctrines? 
She replied she knew nothing of them onl;y by report. I proposed tm t 
I would read our articles ot faith and when I came to anythi~ hetero
dox she should tell me. I read the articles through; but she •de no 
comment-- not satisfied with her silence I asked how do you like our 
doctrines mother? ~he replied, "they are Just as I believe.• I asked 
how do you like yoar close communion mother? She replied, I do not 
like it at all William. I think if' saints are to liTe together in 
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heaven the7 sho•.ild commune together on earth.• A fev years later the 
Methodist preachers established an appointment at Covington, ?!fY old 
home, my brother an1~ tvo sisters were converted and joined our church 
and mother Joined vith them, and died in the same faith. 

I vas baptized by immersion but I have never been satisfied 
since I becPme intelligent on the subject that it is according to God's 
rill that aq one should leave his house to administer his ordinances -
it does not look consistant at least. I wae obliged to ~ive up my trade 
soon after as it vas breaking dovn my coD8titution. I was impressed 
soon after my conversion that I OUci'ht to turn my thoughts and energiee 
to a different sphere of use!ulnese -that the master had a work tor me 
to do. But the responsibilities of thi• holy calling were so great and 
my qu.ali!ications for the office of a minister were so deficient, and 
the fact that I had not the means to educate myself for the work, th.at 
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I ehrunk from wbl'lt was impressed on my mind ae duty. I was teapted to 
think it a trick of sRtan to injure the cause of the Master, consequent-
17 I concealed r¥ convictions, but to my surprise Bro. Osborn told me he 
believed God bad called me to prePch the Gospel and encouraged me to pre
pare !or that work, however I could not see sq ws:r clear. As I r.ad al
lowed my ambition, not to be outdone in my trade, to overtax P...nd unfit 
me for my business, as the best thinie; I could do I entered the Ov1 d 
Acad~my to fit 1ll7self for some vocntion that vould relieTe my physical 
energies. I paid my board in the fam1l7 ot Mr. Seba Murphy by writilll: 
for him in the County Clerk's Office and after spend.1~ a couple of 
terms in school I tau.dlt a district school a year at Scotts Corners 
east of Ovid. I kept my convictions that, "wo is me if I preach not 
the ~ospel, 1 concealed in my own bosom, except I mentioned it to a 
Local Preacher whom I accompanied occasionally to his appointments. I 
was informed that two young members of the church who were afterward 
members of' the Genesee Conference, had in some w~ learned of my con
victions of duty and amused them~elve9 at the idea of my ever being a 
:preacher -- of course I was deficient in seriousness and digni t;y. These 
thi~s coming to my ears ~reatly increased my doubts as to dut,.. I re
turned to the academy for some six months -- the "wo is me 11 haunted me 
the more as I tried to banish the convictions of duty and I finall7 en
~8.#!:ed as a clerk in a store determined to fit 1117selt for a merchant. 
Here I remained six months reaisti~ the call of God, and fina.117 became 
so wretched t.h?t I oould not sleep nights f1Zld had to ~i ve up my purpose 
of a merchant• s lite or my hope ot heaven. I returned to the acade1117 
for a time and then tau,.:ht school tour 1DOnths in the town ot Roaulus, 
four at 3ip. Flats, then went to Horse Heads where I taur.ht ten months. 

Here I met my old and hlehl.7 val11ed friend Rev. Thomas J. 
Champion who had joined Conference, and was in charge of Catharine 
Circuit, with P.ev. Wm. P. Davis as the aasi s tant. ~\rrangement was JMde 
to have Davis spend all his time at Horse Heads, and as he was a single 
man we became chums at the same boarding place for six months. Bro. 
Champion found me with out 11 ttle more than the form ot godliness as the 
result of 1111' persistent resistance of my convictions of d11t7 and re
minded me of the terrible consequences of neglecting to obe7 the voice 
ot God which had so long been calling 11t to go and prel\ch the gospel. 
I ..,.·ould not yield to his appeals tor a time, but his kindness and per
Ais tent earnestness so oTercame me on one o~casion that I told him, that 
I was rilling to do all I could to promote t.he cause of Christ and save 
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precious souls. He replied, "thie is all I wP.nt and as ;you are a 
man of ;your word I shall expect no default." He directed 5ro. DeTia 
to f'ive me license to exhort - he brow:ht the matter before the claBS 
and on their recommend he ~Te me license Jan. 6th, 1834 and the fol
lowing Oct. (11th) I was licenqed to preach the eospel by the quarterly 
meeti~ Conference of Catharine Circuit, ~enesee Conference, ~ev. Manley 
Tooker presiding. I taUl!'ht tvo months to finish the AQ~er term Rt 
Johnson's settlement, the teacher havi~ left for some reason. During 
the succeeding winter I taupht the public school in the villaee of 
Havanna. My predecessor bP.d been driven from the school house :r~Ol.lf:h 

the window and chased thro~h the stre~ts with mud balls. The Trustees 
when tbe;y e~ed me, feared their school wP-s spoiled., that no one 
could teAch it. I told th• I never chl'.rged for work I did not do. 
After I f'ull7 satisfied four 70U11P-: I!': en ts thR t seemed ver7 an.xi ous to 
display their powers to control, that I was master of the situation, I 
had a very civil set of scholars, an aver~e of ebout ninety, and fi~ 
ished my six months ver7 satisfactoril7 to the Board, to the students 
and to myself. I had my appointments nearly neey Sabbath for preaching 
"Christ ~ him '.::rucU'ied" in adJacent neip.,hborhoode and tovna during 
this time and in the spring went to Gen. Wes. Seminary where I spent 
one quarter in hard study. 

'l'he act1~ princi'PRl was want1J:¥: in ~overnaent e.nd another 
teacher was very inefficient and we had the promise of a cha~e at the 
annual meetine which occurred at the end of this ouarter. But the Board 
did not make the needed c~e and it so discour~ed the ~ore advanced 
and earnest students thR t after praying and co uns ell ing s evernl da:n. to 
know what was best to do, we concluded to leave thowi:h it was at a f'i
nRncial sacrifice. A. J. P.ice, P.. E. Tupper, ~eo. W. Bind, Thos. Nind, 
Henr7 Reed, D. M. D. 0 1Farrel and myself left with others so that the 
scholars diminished in nwnbers from 16o to 80 students. The two agents 
Pnd some of the trustees resigned. A new meeting of the Board was called 
and a new Board of instruction was elected, and proeperit7 returned to 
the institution which bas continued eTer since. After the Conference in 
1835 I wae employed as second preacher on Sugar Creek Circuit b;y ReT. M. 
Tooker P. J:. Bro. John W. Vaughn vae p!"eRcher in charge and during the 
winter we had a very graciom rnival when about fift7 precious soule 
were brought into the ki~dom of prace. I became more and more dissat
hfi ed with my want of preparation for the great work of saving men from 
the wrath to come. Several times I resolved not to preach any more till 
I bad made better preparation for euch a hi~h and holy calli~. Once on 
my "'fl-Y to my appointment I turned badt n_ui te a distance purposi4g to 
leave the circuit em ft.O to school; bat finally concluded to wait and 
see Bro. Va~han end ade suitable arr~ementa. The P. E. was unwilling 
to have me leave; but by the assist.a.nee of Bro. V. I succeeded in malcit1g 
an amicable arr~eaent ,.,i th the Elder to leave. One ft.OOd old Local 
Preacher was ouite unreconciled to the idea of my spending time to get 
an education and said to me,"Yell Bro. Sampson if you will go to school 
and let soule go to hell why go along.M I started again for the Genesee 
Wesleyan ~eminar;y to remain till I bad a thorou.rh educntion. I did not 
know wbr t were the most needed studi ee and the;y hPd no specific course 
t>! stud7 which was a e:reat misfortune to me. I think the facul t7 did 
not appreciate this necessit7, and students were left too much to their 



own inexperienced choice. The advice P.iven was too much for the pur
pose of filling up classes rather than a systematic education. Hl'd 
I been directed to the right studies, I would have eraduated, but the 
La.tin was neglected ruid when two years more in school had been worked 
out it was tr~en too late to l!:O back arr bri n,i: up the La tin which bl> d 
been a source of ree-ret to me ever since. Methodist preachers in tLose 
days were too anxious to hurry yo~ men into the Conference before 
they were prepared for the work by thorou.ci:h discipline of mind. I 
should have eraduated, I have no doubt, hl\d I been wisely adrtsed a.Id 
my convictions are that bad I done so, I mieht have done much more for 
the Church and for hunani v. By the time I left school I might have 
been prepared to pay my ~AT by filli~ appointments on adjoining charges. 
I hflve never r8.'-'Tetted the time spent in school. Bad I graduated I 
think I mie.-ht have made teachin,, a success. During mys tay at the Sem-
i nary I preached nearly every Sabbath-- wa.s one of three students who 
supplied Henrietta Eind Rush Circuit duri~ the Conterence year 1836 and 
1837. We bad a ,F!'lorious rertvaland there were about sixty additiom 
to the Church at our We~t Henrietta appointment. Bro • .Amos Hard end 
~eymour A. Baker, my coll~ues were earnest, devoted workers. The for
mer afterwflrd Joined the Genesee Conference, wore himself cut in the 
vork and died in the faith of the P,Ospel -- the latter also joined tbs 
same Conference, labored successfully for a few years, located and the 
last I knew of him, he was editin,: a paper in Detroit, Michigan. 

The following year I preached on Livuia ~ircuit-- :Bro. John 
Robinson was preacher in charge, till I left in May 1838 for the west. 
I was dependent on my own earnin,es and bad to work hard to pay '!!1Y way. 
I never but once in my life so far as I remember suffered from what is 
called the blues. This WAS during ar.r lRst winter or fell rather when at 
the Semiruu"7. I had saved some means and had loaned my money to a brother 
in Church at ~ima to be returned when needed. I was depending on this to 
pay my tuition which must be paid in advance. 

He never let me know till the time I must lBve it to pq my 
board and tuition tbPt he w~s to disappoint me. I sat down on the grass 
1 n the CN11pus and I was blue for a short time as any one need be- I 
soon recovered however, sprung to my feet and said, let this world roll. 
I went to the St3Werd and asked him if he had any vacant places to fill? 
¥.e said there were two but I could not !ill them. One was to cut nlli 
carry 'WOod for nine fires. I told him I would take it and for six months 
performed the task, and took Hebrev, Greek and MatheJDP.tics for my studies 
without fr.ili~ in either. Providence favored me vi.th ~od health, and 
to hi~ I owe all I have and am. I left Lima for the west in V.ay l83S 
accompanied by three schoolmates, Eleazer Thomas, lil. P. 3eecher, and 
George Stanley. Bro. Thomas returned east in the fall, joined the Gene
see Conference, and after several successful Yttf·rA want to California 
l>•here he became eminent in ministeri ~1 labors and was shot by the Modoc 
Indians while actin,£: on a commi~sion from the government to tr er: t with 
the Modocs. Bro. Beecher returned enet the next year, Joined the Oneida 
Conference, labored a few years, transferred to Wis. Cont. travelled 
several years, was part of the time in the Bible lllOrk, was finally super
annuated and died at Beaver. Dem. Bro. Stanley Joined the ~icbigen Con
ference, travelled a few years, loCAted Pnd the last I heard of him he 
was practicing medicine in Iowa. We left Buffalo May 9th on the Steaaer 



!·!i lw~ukee with some two hundred pesse~ers, had A ver;y ro UP_.h passage, 
a] 1 "iere seasick except fllT!elf and one other passenger, and it was 
said severAl of the crew were Aiclc--we had a twelve hour blow. We 
landed at Toledo and took the cars on the old streprail to Adrian--
then the st82e to White Pigeon, 3ro. Stanley's home. Af'ter a few days 
rest I went to SciloolcrAft and took charge of the Academy and such was 
the encoura.ge~ent that I only remained tour months. The country WPS 
newly settled Rnd the attendance insufficient to warrant my remaining. 
There was quite a demand for men in the Indiana Con!'erence w~:i ch then 
included a part of Michiean. Rev. Richard Hargrave was Presiding Elder 
on the district tbElt included that part o! the State-- he was anxious 
to have me Join and as Providence seemed clearly to direct th...~t way I 
decided after much prayer to enter the iti~erancy. I found a.n old ac
auaintance near Schoolcraft, Miss Rhoda Beebe, an old school:?1B.te from 
rlenesee '·Tesley-an Seminary with whom I renewed my acquaintance and o\D' 
attachments soon became nutually so strong tl:8t we concluded to unite 
our in~erests for life. We were united in Holy Hatrirno~ Oct. 4th 1838 
by Rev. John Byron. This I had long considered one of the most impor
tant steps in a man's life, one on wbidl depended his happiness, hie 
usefulness, his success in his life-work. It bad lo~ been my prayer 
that I mi~ht be divinely directed and I think my prayer wns answered 
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for God gave me one of the choicest spiri ta -- 1.ntelligent, neat, self
sacrificing, pious, hiPh minded in principle, nure, she was one of the 
best wives a man ever hnd. I had been recommended to the Annw.l Con
ference for l'l.dmi ssion into the trnvelliJllP connection and for DM.con• s 
orders by the q,ua.rterly MeetiI¥: Conference of of lalAJ!l8zoo (;ircui t Aug. 
18th and soon after our marriage I started for the sent of the Annual 
Conference, was received on trial and ordained Deacon ~t Rockville, 
Indiana Oct. 17th 1838 by Bhhop Soule. He appointed me to Niles, Mich. 
which was a hl>.lf station- our place of worship was the district school 
!1ouse. ~;e bad the frame of a church up in !Iilee. villft?e. I :oreached 
!'iere at 1/2 past ten a.m. -- rode twelve miles preached at two o •clock 
~.m. then rode five miles and preached at ~armereville at seven o'clock 
:o.rn. one Sabbath; the next Sabbath I preached at 1/2 past ten a.m. rode 
ten miles preached in the Delaware settlement at two o 1 ~lock p.m. then 
rode four miles P...n.d preached in the vi ll~e of :Bertrand at seven o'clock 
p.m. ~he country was new, the church was in a formative state and I 
took up new appointments. so that before our second ouarterly i:ieeting 
there were forty-four appointment• every fotr weeks and Rev. Thos. P. 
!·!cCool was Rp!)Oint ed to help fl 11 them -- we bEtd twenty- two appointments 
each, every four weeks. This was a yenr of anxiety and toil. I had to 
administer discipline in some ~avati!l.I? and numerous cases, ·out closed 
the year with some sixty net increase. I decided in fll'¥ own mind that 
I bad filled my mission on this cl:8rge, but the Circuit was divided, 
~ilea was made a station with three or four week ~ appointments at
tached, and my Presidin,: .Elder, Rev. Aaron Wood, was requetiited to have 
me returned to Niles. 

A short time before Conference I was taken down with billious 
fever and for a time I was not expected to survive; cut my heavenl7 
J'ather 1 t seems had other work for me to do, and throurh hie ereat mercy 
in Christ Jesus he raised me up from t.he bed of death. After a few weekll 
I boxed my goods ready for a removal t.o aey place I miPht be sent. On 
the 8th of Sept. 1839 our first born, a son, came to cheer our home. I 



did not recover from the fever in time to a~tend Conference which wns 
!1eld in Lawrenceburg, Indiana. I was very unexpectedly returned to 
Niles which laid so pra~t a res~onsibility upon me t!IE\t it seemed al
most insup~ortable. I met one of the oldest members, who had been 
afflicted with my "''PY of doi~ thines who eccos ted me in his usual 
familiar style, "well Bub, who have we for a preacher this year?" I 
replied you have the same old sixpence back again. With a long, deep 
sigh he said, "ah, well, I don't know what we are comi~ to." I re
~lied well ?P.ther Meek you must pray for grace to bear with me another 
year and then the discipline will relieTe you by a chanpe. 

I hRd the confidence Pnd sympathy of most of the brethren, 
who entered most earnestly into the work 'tilth me, cooperated heartily 
and the Lord ~reatly blessed and encouraged us ~ith increasi~ attend
~nce at all the sociRl meeti~s and preaching also, till at our first 
oU.Arterly meeting about the tenth of Dec. our church which bad been 
finished llnd dedicated had for some weeks been early tilled at every 
meeting both week days and Sundays. Such was the interest, that after 
the Presiding Elder 1s sermon on Sunday evening, I reouei.terl any who 
desired the prayers of the church to rise up. TherA were some six or 
ei~ht rose to the surprise of mo~t. as there had not so far as known 

-S-

ever been a soul converted in the town. I persuaded the P. E. to re
main and prer ch ~ain for UR on Monday evani~, and 1ifter his t!ermon I 
invited All who wished to be saved and desired the prayers of the Church 
to come to the altar-- eiPht or ten came forward-- we all bowed "'ith them 
in prayer, P.nd the Lord was present to save several precious souls. I 
announced that I would preach the next evening-- the Church was tilled-
the Spirit l)f God !!loved the hearts of the people, and work of conversion 
went on. lather Meek absented himself' till Wednesday evening- the Altar 
wAe filled with seeking souls And as we kneel~d in prayer I called on him 
to pra;y- he arose And left the house -- he did not appear ~in till J'ri
dsy evening. Meantime interest was incrensing -- the altar wae tilled-
he came as before and as we all kneeled in prayer, I called on him as be
fore, he prayed earnestly, the ice was broken--I'.is heart melted and from 
that time he wae 'llf¥ warmest friend and one of the mi~htieet laymen in the 
Church I ever knew till he died in the triwaphs of faith the following 
winter. I continued to P.iTe out my appointmEll'lts from evening to evening 
and preached every eveni~ on week days. and. from two to three each Sab
bath till our next quarterly meeting in Harch. The Lord did great things 
for UB. During the three months I bad only one s""rmon from others -- the 
Lord saved about two hundred souls and we had a net increase on the charge 
of one hundred and sixty members. To God be all the ~lory of this glori
ous work. .Amen! F.PJ. lelujah! Let God be praised for his saving mercy. 

On the third of J'eb. 184o our heavenly lather called our 
little son Thos. Coke, to the bliss of that clime where disease and 
dee.th never enter. His disease was inflamP.tion on the brain-- sweet 
babe! He has escaped from a world of sorrow. "The Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away and blessed be the name of the Lord." This was 
Pn indescribable trial to my dear wife and me, but our blessed Lord 
sanctified our affliction to our spiritual good. My wife being thus 
released from confinement at home entered more into revival work 
~and I have no clou·.,t wEts instrwnental in leading many precious souls 
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to Christ durinF: this p,lorious reviTal. This was a year of great apirtual 
prosperity ?.nd some severe afflictions. ~he }ener2l Conference of 154-0 
made the State of Michi~an a Conference by itself and by this division I 
belonged to the Mich. Conf. which met in A\18. at Marshal. I passed my ex
aminations at this Cont. on the four y81!.ra course of study as I vae unable 
to be at Conference the year before, and vas ordained Elder by the vener-
r ble Bishop Hedding, and received into full membership in the Confer,~nce. 
I was stationed et White Pigeon by the Bishop. I vas attacked with bilious 
fever and colli:estion of the liver in the fall and camo near closing my toils 
on earth. In great mercy the Lord continued lite to me, tho~h I remained 
feeble thro~h t:e year. In conseouence of anxiety P..nd her Angel care for 
me my dear wife was prematurely confined and our second son vas born Nov. 
5th 184o and expired the 8th inqt. hftvi?l#!: lived ?..nd suffered only three days. 
I wee obliged to resign my charge in Feb. 1841 and at the following Confer
Ance WRS obli~ed to take a superannuated relation. In May folloving my res
i"mation I went with my wife to Southern Indiana and took ch.-.rge of the Car
l isle Academy in Sul~ivan County as I wns able to teach thou.,-h not able to 
preach. I continued at CPrlisle teaching till the !ollowirig spring end as 
my stre?ltl!:th remained insufficient for public speaking I concluded to try 
another climate. Our third son vas born on the 13th of April 1342. We 
left Carlisle t:_e lns t of May and reached Wiscondn the 6th of June. I 
travelled in my bug~y over the most of the settled part of the Territory. 
In the fresh pure air o~· this northern climate my heal th began to improve 
rapidly P-nd I soon wcs aole to preach every Sabbath. The Rock Piver Con
ference met this year at Chica.go -- it comprised about half the State of' 
Illinois, Iowa, HinnesotEt 11nd Wisconsin. I WP.s ready for service af;'ain 
; ut ~id not deem it judicious to return to :.'.ic!rl.gan, nor did the physicians 
or my brethren, hence the Bishop sent me to Hilwaukee And my Conf"erence was 
requested to make me effective and I was transferred to Rocle River Confer
ence. 

The year bad been one of' p,reat trial to me --euch as none can 
appreciate except a ?.:ethodist preacher who in the ardor of his ee-rl7 min
istries is under the necessity of asking for a superannuated relation. It 
was Rn unspee.keble Joy now to ce to be able to enter 8£ain into my Master's 
service. I went to my work trustill#!: in dm who SP.id to his servants, "Lo 
I am with you even unto the end of the world." I followed Bro. Stas Bolles 
an old schoolmate at Lica, N, Y. who bI:d ~uite a revival during his pas
torate, And I had a very pleasP.nt P.nd I trust profitable year. So~e pro
fessed to find the Se>vior and many joined in full De:ibersh.ip who had pro
fessed reli~ion the yenr before. 

A few weeks before the session of Conf"erence our little Wm. v f's 
~tricken down with the infantile rernittiIJg fever, Fond in spite of skill 
and prayerful end unremitting care, ane all that could be done the an~el 
of dSPth could not be baffled. P.e came and wrenched our bright, sweet 
boy from our embrace P.nd the ailtf!':els bore Lim to his cherub home, to him 
who sRid, "Suffer the little children to come unto me." 0 how our parent 
hearts bled when our little Willy whom all seemed to think too precocious 
Pnd cherubic for tbi s world vas laid away in the cold prave; but grace 
enAbled us to say "Thy 'Wi 11 be done." Our heavenly J'ather, "p:ave him 
and took hi!!l and he will restore him," in his own good t1111e. My return 
to the station h.ed been requested and the P. Elder so arranged; but the 
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nreecher at Southport bP..d so endangered the church prop~rty t.h.<it to return 
him vould be to lose the church. A messeDJ!'.er reached Dubun.ue A·'.)out the 
middle of the session of Conference and informed Bish. Andrews of the tact, 
and the Bishop appointed oe to go and secure the property which under the 
divine guidance I '«as enabled to do before I moved to the charge. The year 
passed very pleasantly; tho\1€'h there 'tias no special revival a divided 
church WHs united and harmony was restored. Our fourth son w~s born on 
the 11th of Ju."le, ig44, and for s. long ti me the life or my deRr vife was 
despaired of; but our heavenly lather in his ~reat mercy raised her up to 
endure and enjoy other years or toil for the Master and for humanit7. Fgw 
men a.re blessed with such a valuable companion. I love to bear this tribute 
to her memory-- she Vfls a woman ot the mo~t ACrt~ulous integrity, of deep 
devotion, v~ry intellirent, always cheerful, Pnd one of the very best nouse
keeperA I have ever found. Indeed she possessed every oualific.:~tion to make 
home attractive, all its members happy, and to lead all she mi~led "'1th to 
a pure life. "What shall I render unto the Lord for all his oenefits to me?" 
At the Conference in lg44 I was appointed presir.ing Elder on Green Bay Mis
sion Dist. This ""as a n-eat !'lurprise to me and mo3t uncongenial to my 
taste and feelin.c-s. I hAd no relish for such an appointme~t: but as I never 
asked for an appointment at any sp~cial place, nor asked a P. E:der w~re I 
wPs P"Oing till it was announced by the Bishop. I determined to go to my work 
and do the best I could for the cause of rr0d and humanity; that Vfl.s in my 
power to do. I moved my family to Fond du Lac which VRs then the most cen
tral and convenient place for me and my family on the district which extended 
from }r~9'l 3ay to Whi te'fiater E'.nd from Lake Michigan tD the ~nsconsin River. 
I continued on this district four consecutive years and travelled each yeAr 
betveen four and five thousand miles on horseback and in a bUP,gy (when I 
could) to extend the blessings of th~ gospel to the "world that lietr. in 
the wicked one," to establiAh believers in their faith in the atoning Savior, 
and to lay the foundations for the future establishment of the laster's 
cauRe. Durinz these years my dear F.hoda suffered the privations end endured 
the hnrdships of a pioneer Methodist preacher 1 s "1. :e with uncomplPini~ de
votion to the CAuse of Christ. t;he alwa7s had a ;;ord of encour~ement for 
me, and met me with a. cheerful countef11l.nce. These were days that tried men 
and '«Omen's souls. She vas wickedly assailed and purRued by her pastor, 
~nd vas so belied that in the hour of temptati~n she withdrew from the 
Church she loved Pnd ~or which she labored untirinl':lY to build up. Thia 
she deeply rB!"retter during her last il:!.nees. R~'r traducer was a few years 
later removed f~om the mi~istry nnd from the Church, went to California and 
died. 

During 1847 nnd 48 I wr:s interested mo~e tr~n usu.al in providing 
educational facilities for Ghristian education and thi~ ~reatly increased 
Y'lY cares and lRbors. ?·~r. A. A. Lawrence of Bos ton h&d made a propostion to 
~ive $10,000 toward etartin,; a literary institution in Wiaconsin on cer
tain conditions. I~ the spring of 1846, I received the following letter 
f~om Mr. mstman of Green Bay, to wit: "~der Wm. H. ~ru:tpson-- Dear Sir, 
I am in receipt of a letter fro11t a P'entleman of Boston whose name I am not 
at liberty to disclose containi~ the fol:owi.ng propostion vhich I take 
the 11 berty of tendering to you to be submitted to your annual Conference 
should you see fit to do 90. "If' there is any certainty of a vigorous co
operation by any other body lay or clerical, I should be wi llinr. to put 
such a sum of money in the hands of trustees, as placed at interest will 
in ten ye .. rs runount to $10,000 -- Rnd Rlso give, provided t.ere s!-;0uld be 
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no failure in case of my death the sum of $1,000 yearly for ten years 
toward securing a competent salary to such instructors as may be re
~uired, or if necessary, I vill pay t~~ $10,000 cash nov to secure the 
desired object. But all this is founded on the expectation of a simi
lar sum from other quarters. I have a hiPh opinion of the adaptation 
of the principles of Methodists to the people of the West and I think 
from all that I can learn that their institutions are carried on "'ith 
more vi~or and diffu~e more good with the same me~ns than any othera. 
It seeos to be decided by experience that all literary institutions 
must be controlled by some sect and efforts to prevent this hAve often 
blRsted their usefulness. I wish you to keep this as much to yourself 
Rs pos~ible and at any rate keep my name out of view." Thie proposition 
it is proper to edd is for the establishing of an institution of learn.-
1D2 nt or neer De Pere in Brown County which appears to be a sine qua 
non with this gentleca.n who makes it. Please talce the trouble to pre
sent t~e above to your Conference. If there is 0 ny reasonable prospect 
of the society meeting the same with a similar endowment inform me of 
the disposition as soon ;'s possible; meanwhile I should be glad to bear 
your views on the subject. Should you write soon you will please ad
dress Boston, Mass. 

Green Bay, April 17L, 1846 E. Eueene East;nan 

The name of Mr. Lawrence wRs wi~hheld; but I presented the 
letter to the Rock River Conference at its session in the follov.ing 
AU{!.. and it was referred to the Committee on Education. Aftsr due con
~ideration the Committee recommended that it be referred to the pre
sidillt!: Elder which should be appointed to the Fond du I.Pc district, my 
district having had the name chan,"'.ed from lreen 5Ry to Fond du Lac, 
with instructions to ascertain the name of the author of tl:.e ~ropostion 
And open a correS"Pondence Yi th him as soon as his adcress could be as
certained, to lePrn hov and vhen tne arrnnr.ement could be made with 
him. Mr. Eastman declined ~ivir~ the name and hence the matt~r was 
delayed And the enterprise w~s ~restly embarrassed oy being thrown into 
the wrong cnannel tb.rour.h which it fina: ly ca.me. 

February 22nd 1846 our !1rst di>ughter was born in Fond du Lac 
And now for the first time we were blest with two little responsibilities 
at the same tiffie. The labors of the cistrict were not so severe rnd 
w~ri!lP- as the care of the Churches. The preachers were nearly all 
youne nnd in8%perienced, most of t~em unordA:~ed, and hence difficulties 
sometimes arose thr- t reouired extra labors -- legal decisions must be 
made, and added to all these cares there was a conviction that some 
nrovision must be made to educate the children. ~·~e were soon t.c be 
s epRra ted from Rock River as a Con!erence and there would be v~y tew 
in Wisconsin Conference vho would assume the r~Rponsibility ot starting 
the enterprise. It wAs a matter of prayerful anxiety to me during my 
delay in securing the name and address of the person who made the prop
oai tion contained in Mr. S\stman•s letter. ~e~time ?eeder Smith, ~ent 
of .Albion Seminary, Micr.igAn, called on !!r. A.mos A. Lawrence in Boston 
to assist in building tt..at institution or in relievin.o: it from embar
rassment, and Vf'_s informed thAt he had made&. proposition to start a 
11 terary i nsti tu ti on in Wisconsi~ And Michigan was able to build their 
own institution, so he declined aiding tl:em. Sm'.th being in bad odor 
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He had notice P.'i ven that a oeeting of laymen ruid Ministers 
would ~e held in ~ilwan.kee to consider this ~roposi ti on, nnd quite a 
number convened the 28th of Dec. '?ev. Wm. M. D. ~n wRs chosen as 
Chairman and Wm. E. Sampson, Secretary. Mr. Smith presented the propo
Aition of ~r. Lawrence which was consider~d favorPble. A Charter was 
secured which received the Governor's signature, January 17th, 1847. 

In Sept. followi~ the ~rustees convened in Fond du Lac and 
organized when I was appointed Secretary of the Board of Trustees. Mr. 
George W. Lawe of Kaukauna and Mr. John F. Meade of Green Bay proposed 
each to donate thirty one acres of land where Appleton now stands pro
vided the Institution should be located there. These were the most 
favorable propositions !!JP.de within the provisions of the Charter. Mr. 
Lawe after the location wRs made duly conveyed !:.is donation b:: deed 
and Mr. Meade would hllve done it, he told me if Mr. Smith would have 
allowed him to do so; but Mr. S~ith had it deeded to Mr. Lawrence who 
informed me that he paid Smith for the land, so Smith cheated the 
collepe out of one-half of the donation and took pey for it. 

H~d the land be~ conveyed accordi~ to the stipulations of 
Mr. Meade's article of ~reement and ~mith been honest, our college 
would have been worth, I think today, (183C) at l8ll~t $100,000 more 
thlln it now is. ~fhen I informed Mr. Lawrence of the facts, he pro
posed to deed to L?wrence ~niversity a large number of lots, but Smith 
having a contract to sell for one-half of the receipts, served an in
Junction on Kr. Lawrence and prevented the conveyance. 

Hr. Lawrence would doubtless have made the conveyance in the 
end but he was swindled out of his investment in .Appleton and all went 
together. At the close of the Conference year in le48 I was appointed 
principPl of the Lawrence Institute, and was to act as a~ent ti~l build
ings could 'e erected in which to open school. On the 8th of Sept. 1848 
I commenced opening the rood from the river to t!'..e lo ca ti on of the Pre
paratory build!~ for the Institute and clear off the campus. 

I hEtd secured between six and seven thousand dollars toward 
meeting the proposition of Mr. Lawrence and Smith had secured sufficient 
to make the amount with mine $11,000, so the beginning was male sure. 
Smith went Ec~st and left his business with Bro. H. L. Blood. P.e had 
promised to have buildi~~s ready to open the school in November 184s. 
Col. ~lood fill~d the timber bills and had the lumber on hand, but 
Smith remained at a distance and did not ret.rn till t.t.e last of the 
following leb. 1849. 

As ther~ WRS no place for a family nt Grand Chute, ~ine re
mAined at :rond du Lac. On the 24th of !lov. our fifth son WPS born 
there. I built me ~ shanty on a pre-eMption in the vicinity of Grand 
~l:ute and moved my fanily into it January 6th, 1849. When Smith and 
his fa~ily came on the followi~ February instead of P,Oi~ to the 
boardi~ house, they crowded into our s!"lanty, and we hP.d to endure 
it aa best we could, till Le could build ~imself a house. He oede 
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a Preat splur~e, but C.id not raise the frame for t:,::: preparatory building 
till thP third day of July 1849. B~ tr~s time I bad become disgusted 
,.•ith Sr.iith's manaf:ement and "'rs anxious to ~flt out of the scrane. Smith 
came over to our ~onference which was held at Platteville that year. I 
was Secret~ry of the Conference. Sznlth fifured to get the visitiil2' Com
mi ttee Rppoi.nted in his favor, such as he could man.a,ee. I paid no atten
tion to him as I was as anxious to leave t:c, ns he was to h.~ve ~e. The 
Committee Cflme directly to Appleton from ~onference with strong prejudices 
against me. I requested Dr. Dnrlinp:, Pr~sident of the Board, to make 
Smith's favorites Chairmen of the Standing Committees which he did, r>.nd 
before they were throur,h, they found his courge so thorourhly dishonest 
that they discontinued his agency and tr.rust me into !'.is place against my 
remonatrances. I wes re-elected Principal, Secretary of the Board and 
was pres9ed into the enterprise to do or die. S~ith w~s mad anc. said he 
would not rest till he saw the build1I\f' shoved do~n i~to the river. I 
replied to the one who told me this, it is die Sampson tr_e:--~, or kill t!'le 
lion. 

he WPS east renorts ~-:.r..e th£.. e 
the "ni vers!iU:..--&.Mrl;tre 

I had t!'.e building so far completed thP.t I opened school !:ov. 
12th, 1849 in the preparatory depart~ent with Ro~ulus O. Kellogg, A. B. 
Prof. of LangWlf-'es, Jas. M. Phinney Prof. of Mathematics, l·'.iss .ii'.rneline 
!!. Crooker, Preceptress and Miss L. Amelia !Byton, Asst. '!he task of 
rai si~ means and supervising the work prevented me from doin(". mn.ch in 
the schoolroom. The schol~rsLip endowment mu.st be increased, subscriP
~ions obtained, and collectior.s made on scholarship notes. I pushed the 
work ~nd gath~red in scholars. When I published our first catalogue in 
1850, we had enrolled one hundred and f1 ve s tud81'1ts. 

At the annual meetinc I declinP.d to continue both as Agent and 
Principnl, and as no other one was disposed to ~ccept the responsibility 
of the finnnces and labors, ~he Board of Trustees continued me their 
A.rent As tr.ey ht>d me already in~talled. ~hey bad not been able to effect 
a settlement with Snith and the enterprise was almost overvhelmed with 
the confusion he bad int!"oduced end "'ith :.is crookedness. This was a 
yenr of the t7reat:>st FUlXiety Md toil. Many of its ni~hts were sleep
less from pla::i..."ling to supply means to cnrry on the enterprise. It was 
no small undertP.Jd~ to pay dPbts, to pa:r t ee.chers and take cnre of my 
family, ':)eei.de the necessary ~::xprovementa in so new a place, .,:1th Smth 
doi112: all he could to destroy public confidence in our financi~l basis. 
I applied myself to the task to the best of my skill and with oy means, 
trusting in providence, and havin? faith thnt God would o~~n the w~y to 
qucceed. To meet all thege demruids I fow.d it necessary to sell my prop
erty in 7ond du Lc~c at a sacrifice, and work every honest card to get 
thro~h the year. I had thirty-one acres, a ~ouse nnd two lots in the 
city, 2.nd one hu.~dred and twenty acres about one mile froo the city limits 
and was free from debt. This ~roperty has s~nce been worth froo eiPhty to 
one hundred thousand dollars' but I could not .:ret along ···i th the school 

Rnd retstln it, so I sold at a ~reat sacrifice. Such wns the r~essure of 
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these responsibilities on me, th~t I saw before the year clos0d that I 
must be rele~sed :~rom these anxieties or go down under its crue::ing weif':ht. 
l{hen the Joint Board of ':'rustees and Visitors met June 6th 1851, I declined 
a re-election to the Agency nnd Rev. David Brooks was elo:octed to take my 
place. Our Conference met at ~auk:esha June 25th 1851 and during its session 
I was elected one of the dele~ates to General Oonfer~nce which vas to meet 
in Boston May le>t 1852. I wes st11tioned at Kenosha but~ vife 1 s hePlth was 
so poor that we concluded it was best for her and the children to remRin in 
our comfortable home in Apnleton. I went to my work but my health vas so 
much impairec: b:: the .. ,ortures, anxieties, mortifications and toils of the 
three previous years tbl> t I was not really fit for service. I however filled 
my apnointcents till the first of April when I lc.>ft for Boston and Bros. Philo 
Judson and Abm. Hanson filled the pulpit. Bro. Kelloeg 1s health failed so 
that he ,r,ave up the ch11.rP-'e of the school in spring find Bro. Jabez Brooks took 
the ch.a.rr.e in his absence. The annual meeting of the Board of Trustees met 
June 6th And I returned fro:~ Bo~ ten in time to meet with t!-.sn havt ng come to 
an understanding wt th rrr. !..a:wrence "'hi le in Bofl ton on matters tr.;tt Srn~ th had 
ta~led up, ~nd I was ap:.ointed by the Boord to return Nld close up matters 
with Mr. Lawrence. Smith had placed the doru\tion of land in such shape that 
Mr. La"'rence could not return it to the colleP.e; but other matters were to be 
clo~ed "'hile they could be come at. The school did not prosper satisfactorily 
under the supervision of Prof. Brooks and soon after my return from closing 
up tr.e business with Mr. Lawrence to the se.tisfa.ction both of him and the 
'!'rus tees I was sent for to take c~re:e of the school. Our Conference con
vened in the following Sept. in Fond du IJ\c, ~~nd the Joint Board of Trustees 
had adjourned t!:e annual meeting to this place. Prof. Kelloifl'g had been 
P,ranted leave of absence till his health sii0uld be restored, an~ the :Board 
at this meeting again elected me principal. This was offensive to Prof. 
Brooks and he resigned givi~ as A rerson, tm t he considered it an insult 
to have a man f'PPOinted over him as principal, w~o was not a regular gradu
ate. He "1ished afterward to recall his resignation, but tt.e Board ht>.d 
promptly and unanimously accepted it and made other arrangecents. His Bro. 
Adin also declined serving and their father declined the Agency. 

TTnder the auspices of Anson Ballard Esq., Perry H. S!"l~th Esq. 
and others the Brooks brothers started an opposition school in a hired 
room in Ap~leton which accordint; to ~ recollection lasted only partly 
throUP-h the second ten:i and according to report closed with six students. 
Prof. Kellogg's health had so improved tr~t he returned to hie place as 
Prof. of Languages and J.Ir. Phinney came to the rescue in MP.thematics. Thu.a 
orgNlized the in.0 titution improved durill#!: the opposition and has been ris-
1ng in reputation ever since. Rev • .Edvard Cooke A.M. was 4ected President 
at the meeting of the :Board in Sept. 1852. ?ev. J. s. Prescott <1€ent and 
Col. R. :. Blood Treasurer, who vas authorized to gather materials and 
make contracts for the erection of our present cain College buildi ·;g. Col. 
Blood let the contracts, had the excavations made and the walls were rising 
so t bat at the annual meeting of t.he Joint Board June 29th, 1853, Dr. Dnr
lint;, President of the Board laid the corner stone after an ~ble addreRs cy 
~ev. Alf~ed Brunson and tt.e build1ng was finally finished Pt an expense of 
only about $28,000. Rev. EdwP.rd Cooke had accepted the presidency nnd at 
this meeting gave his inaurural address and was duly installed as President 
of the Brard of Instruction, which released me froo the supervision of the 
school, but not from labor. I was appointed teacher of Ma.thematics and 
Engli~h ·!rAnches. The Colle~e building was so far finished r.s to be 
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t:>ccupied by the :;chocl in part at the close of the yePr. ?~:.-dear wife hod 
been sufferi~ for severRl months froo heArt digease P.nd duri!i.g the spri:'lg 
wns mostly confined to the hons e nnd at the ti ::le of the annual !!lee ti~ of 
the Joint Board"'~,:; confi!i.ed to her bed. Her sufferi~ beca::ie intense n.nd 
at times her paroxisMs from pain were indescribP-ble. Her disease became 
more complicated b:,· dropsy setti~ in, rul I think resulting from the fever 
she had while she lived in Mic!dgan. ":Te had endured lif~' s toils and cl:a.nges 
together almost fifteen yeArs in pioneAr life. We ood realized many of life's 
joys, our :::i~:t;ia.l attrc:!.".ments bad stre:;.P,thened every yenr, our ~o--.munion was 
undisturbed by u.:-.kind feeli~s; but ':t.e ::iro,-ress of . er disePse indicated 
thP t o::r early ti es were ~o on to be broken. ~:""r su..fferi:l{'.s cc: ::tir.ued ni~ht 
"nd day nd for six weeks previous to her denth, I was by ter dd.e n81\rly 
all tr.e ti'.'.le, not givinr, :ny~elf op-·ort~nity to undress, exc::lpt to c.ange 
r.iy under,,.armenh, nor tRk:i~ rest onl;: as I could do so sitting by her side, 
or for a few r.ioments on the lounge. Her faith in our ctoniD? savior during 
all her sufferings was strong and she continued cheerful to the last. She 
talked o! our separation '·ith a cal:n composure nnd U!"p:ed 11e to continue 
preaching the :-os?el ns long as the Lord eave ~:ae s tren~th. See s ee:ned !'lore 
and :::iore joyf:.:l. as the death me-:se~er dr~w ::ee>rer, and after :-.er speech 
failed I reaues tecl . er to Pi V'! me a token of :.er victory thro·:gh the blood 
of the ~b of J.od, wr.o r.nC. destroyed the power of death. She pressed my 
hRnd in hers ruid a radi~nt smile lit up her countenance ns her soul took 
its flie:ht to join her three cherub sons, the 22nd day of Augu.qt A.D. 1653. 
'!'hus passed from earth to heaven one of the tru~st Fmd noblest vives a man 
was ever bl est "'~-th. I WPS now left feeble, worn with care, El:lXi ety and 
WP-tchlng, · ith three mot::.erless children to provide for r.nd train .-or the 
elory land; but O'.lr he~venly J'atho.r C.-'l.red for and 3ustRined me. Er. J. P. 
Pari!'th a~d. wife cccme i!'lto my r.ou~e, ,..1. th vhom myself and childr~ boarded 
ne~rly one and a talf years. This was a trial none can appreciate but 
those w!~o have pElssed throut:h the same ordeal, sti 11 the saJ:le blessed, 
di vine J'n ther '"'ho sus ta.ined my beloved wife throu.d: all her su.fferi~s 
suqtained me by his grace a~ upheld m~ by his Spirit. I needed rest, 
went to ~etroi t by Rai hmy f::"om ~r!'\:1~ Haven anC. took R steamer round the 
Lakes to Sheboy~an beinr: absent soce three weeks and r~turned to my place 
in the school. 

':'1-.e fol~owi~ was A sad, lonely year so far as this world ..res 
concerned, yet I tl"11st one of spiritual advanceoent. Under the super
vision of President Cooke the institution co!'ltin~~d to prosper. :he Col
lee:e building was completed ~nd ten t.housnnd dol:ars, the donation of Mr. 
~amuel ApDlcton of Boston, for library purposes were transferred to the 
Board of Trustees. At the ~eating of t:s Joint Board of Trustees this 
yeRr, I was el~cted in July, Professor of Mathematics P-nd :~atural Science 
in Lawrence U!'li versi ty, b•.it s i..:.ch was the state of my ::eal th and r..avi ng 
never had the a.~ve.n t~es of a full co lleP.:e course, thllt I feared the lab-;r 
of prgparation and other duties would entirely i..:.nfit me for any work, if 
it did not speedily bring me down to the ~rnve. I declined the position; 
but took the place of teacher in Mathematics and English brnnches in the 
Preparatory department. In 1854 Pnd 1855 I was assistant in Mathellll\tics. 
~~rs. PA.rish notified me thnt she must ,.; ve up the care of my children in 
thf' fall of lS54, and I found it necessary to choo•se anothe~· companion 
find on the 2nd day of Ja!lunry 1555 I was married to Hiss Susan ~.:. P'ield, 
oldest da~hter of Rev. Julius Field of Williamsburg, ~!. Y. Providence 
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again favored me with rui affectionate, intelligent, devoted christian wife. 
She had been a very successful teacher for years in Academics before start
ing a Ladies School in Williamsburg, N. Y., and could fully sympathize with 
me in my present responsibilities and duties; and was a mother indeed to my 
little family. In 1856 I received the deP.ree "honoris c~usa", of A.M. and 
this yettr was elc-cted .Adjunct Professor of MPthematica anc continued till 
the Annual Meeting of the Trus te~s in 1858 when I reai~ned my nlace as a 
teacher. The :Board r~d nev~ been able to get ~ correct account of Reeder 
Smith's doings up to tUs time nor to g~t an honest settlement of his ac
counts, so t.-1.s year they ~ave him credit on their records for $7,300 to 
f"et rid of him, and supno~ed this was the last trouble the;' were ever to 
have with the rascal, but he wormed him~elf into the confidence of Dr. 
Cooke and after the :Bo~rd Rlmo!'l t unanimously declined entertaining t1.e 
proposition to employ him ~ai n on any consi r!~r~ ti on, i:e went er•st and 
spent some t•"" years to support his family, which according to reports he 
did f!nely and tte UniverRity received for his services one R. R. bond for 
$500 or $1,000 on which a small S1:1ount was received and some $300 at the 
end of a law suit in 1077 or 78. 

(Insert) The last two years he WRR eRst renorts C<."!.me that he 
WAS receiving considerable E!mour.ts for the University and the re were ar
riving often considerable Quantities of eroceries and othar packages for 
his family, as the clerk of the store house informed me and I concluded 
he was ~up?orting ~is family by the money he collected. One ma.~ from 
Amherst, >!ass. told me t!'.at he ,p:ave him, Smith, $300. 

For theqe v3luable services he demanded $2,700 wore and to get rid of 
him again the major! ty of the Board voted that his whole dona ti on to the 
~niversity should be $10,000; but this time some of the opnosition had 
their votes recorded ~ainst the fraudu1ent demPnd being allowed. So 
after swindling the University out of the thirty-one acres donated to it 
where Appleton now stands by Mr. John F. Meade lAte of Green Bey, he has 
credit for services rendered for ~ore than three times as much as he ever 
bro\lf'ht to it by his a~ency accordi!¥' to any evidence I rave eained. Mr. 
Lawrence's propos:tion was made some ye<U" ~nd ~ine months before Smith 
had anythi~ to do with it ~d he would never !i:i.ve f~lfill~d his propo
sition if Reeder cou1d have prevented it. He started for Boston to do 
this, soon as the Board first dispensea with ·is services, and I headed 
him off throue;h the telep:raph. In 1856 I endesvored to help I. E. Leihy 
in business And in conseouence of financial inabi 11 ty ;,nd of my consent
inr to accept sectlri ti es that proved to be worthless, I was fooled out 
of all my propert;i,', some $12 ,000 to $15 ,000. I found it ::ecessr--~· to 
leave school to close out the business in 1358 F-nd it took me till 1661 
to eet cleEir so thPt I cauld enter the pastoral work a~in. ::eantime 
I. H. Leihy le~t for California. ruTine this time my mortificntion and 
vexation were almost overwhelming to think that I hE\.d al lowed myself to 
be so deceived by a man of tis profession and claims. 

In Feb~ua.ry 1861 my dear companion during my temporary absence 
tonk a severe cold and in spite of all we could do it terminated in ouick 
consumntion. In oonsecp. ence of the encroachments of disease she wss pre
mat•.ll'ely confined - 1th he!" fourth c ~ild which lingered a few days E>.nd was 
taken to its heavenly abode. The mother lineered till the 27th day of the 
following Aue-ust, when in Christian l:ope and triumph s~1e peaceful.::.y fol-

lowed her two meet babes tr~t were waiting a mother's embrace on the 
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other shore and left to my care hPr other two to trai~ for the futt;.re 
~reeting. Thus closec the arthly toils And AnXieties of one of the 
nurest And most sincere Christ!e..."'ls <tnd left me again in tl:is cold, cheer
less world elo'!':e, to br~ rig up my five ::'otherless cililc'.re!l, and. train them 
for the he;ivenly worlc. 0, whAt a fearful responsibility. ~:One CP-n :ell 
the anpuish of such e:periences but such as r..ave passed thro•.ir-h ~he same 
ordMl. 

Such was my anguish whai it became certain th?.t I must again 
endure these heart rendings, that it required a long, severe strue~le 
before I could reconcile myself to ~peak to ~ failine wife about our 
!!eparation. 'l'he ttoUPht of it WflS crushing; but "'hen I finall:r nerved 
~yself to the painful duty, she was so calm and reconciled th.c!.t much of 
my suffering was assuaged. 

?-!y two yo :nges t cl:.ildren went with their grand::-.other Field to 
Durham, Conn., and the three oldest to different placeq as I could arrAn~e. 
My oldest !=!nlisted in U.e first '"1.s. Cavalry Volunteers in the Federal 
Army to help put down the rebellion in 1861, m:1 seoond went to Dr. DFrling 
in Fond du Lac, my third went into the :printing office in Appleton. At 
the Confcre~ce in Sept. I wae stationed at Whitewater. During the six 
months previous I had served the ·~hurch at Oshkosh and the yeer previcua 
bP.d served the 1~een.ah nnd Eerutsr.a char~e. I we:-.. t to my work at Whi tewnter 
"'i th a sad heart yet trusti~ in the promise "Lo I am with you•, tound :ny
~elf amo~ strP.D?ers, And devoted cy ti:ne and '3nPrgitls to my Master's work. 
I had enjoyed the twenty-t!-.ree previous years with only one year n.nd four 
nnd a half montl.._s exception in the most perfect dom&.;tic felicity save the 
an~ish I had e perienced in bury1ne, two dear companions nnd five lovely 
children. O! the agonies of a heart from which wivee anc c~ildren have 
been torn by death's ruthless hand, livine children sca~tered, end property 
wasted by the unfaithfulness of those you have befriended! I had been now 
some thirteen ~Prs out of the pastoral work ~early all the time and hence 
it renuired close application and enrnest devotion to ~ustain z:'.YSelt. I 
found the Church ,?reatly distracted and divided, but ·he Lord rranted me 
his grace and guid.a."'lce, so that before t!:e year was half gone the members 
becarae mes:>surably c.nl ted r:nd some precious souls were, I think, led to the 
cross and sAved. T:Ce Mnster 1 s work so constantly truced my tiJRnnd thourht 
that I had little time to think of worldly reverses. The scattered condi
tion of my children wP.s a ~reAt griP.f to me, and such was my lonelinP.ss 
from wfl.nt of home ~nd hol'.'le asgociations, tt..at I decided t.c> secure enother 
wife. Hy experience had le11rned me, thnt it was not pood for man to be 
alone in the world. 

I ba.ve r.o doubt thet it Wfis of God's direction that I found one 
of suitable 8.{':e Rnd experience-- a Mrs. Sara!;. Krta Luther of Whitewater. 
She had had several years experience ~as the vite of Rev. Hiram E. Luther 
formerly of the Oneida Conference. who was obliged to leave the 'l.'O rk on 
account of )ronchial difficulties, became a physician ruid died in Wt.i te
wAter in 1848. I was married to Mrs. Luther ~ept. 10th, 1862 and in Oct. 
followinp, was made presidi!lR: £ld~r on Milv~ukee Dist. ~he District :par
sollE'-l!'e wAs then at '•rflukesha where I once more o?."nthered my household affects 
Pnd my ch~ldren to enjoy again domestic life. The labors of the district 
nnd the care of a 11 the churches taxed my strell.P'L so severely that I found 
my constitution yielding to pressure. and was obliged to ask fo~ a release 
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from district \'Ork at the end of the seco:i.d yeer. I was rec~,ivecl very cor
di~ly on the district and spent the t...,o years I think profi tflb1y thou.o:h 
nll w~~ excitement in conseauence of the slave-hold~rs rebellion. I was 
apnointed to Racine stAtion nt the Conference of 1864 where I rer.w.ined two 
yenrs and t..ad the ple~sure of seei!'lf' the charge ~reAtly improved durin.e: my 
time of service. I found the house of wors!-.ip in a C.cplorable C'JnC.i ti on, 
so much so, thP.t I really fd t asha.ced for !!!Y peor,le wr-.~never a strenr~r 

ca~e into the C0nP!"egation. Tr.e stoves were i!lsuffic"..ent, :r-,e \·:? 1 1~ ~nd 

ceili112 we!"~ so CO\:!"·~d with smoke tLat they looked r:ore like a srr.okehou~e 

than ~hurc!'., t!.~ w::-idow shades wer~ !'W dirty t ;:.tit w~s difficult to tell 
t~eir ori~inal color or texture, carpets in the aisles were so ra~~ed as to 
enda~er tI'.ose comine in to a fall. I enrly called the atte~t;on of the 
o~r1c~a1 bo~rd to the necessity of cleanin~ and repairi~ tr~ Church; but 
the majority seemeC. so well sntisfied "'1th ~t that I fAiled at tte time to 
~et the necess?ry repairs. All would acknowl~~~e it~ i~portance, '00.t one 
of the lendi?U?; stewards was e">-;r rineing the cha.nees on, "it is ve:ry de
sirable, but it can• t be done," so the mtter rested till t:.e following 
yeAr. In tl::.e S}"lrin~ "1Len I told tr.e Boe.rd t!Ft r had endured oortificrition 
ns long as I thou.::-ht it profitable nr.d fi:iall;r persuaded tl'lem to en?'a.-e in 
the work of repairc; A.nd I was placed on the :;0::llllittee to raic;e ttE :.:en:us 
::ind have the work dor.e. I had ov-..r $500 expended, raic;ed the r:-.eans arui 
paid all the bills, so thnt we were fre""' f,"O m ~ ebt a!'ld our Church was as 
f"Ood as new i!1dC.e. It wr·;; then ascertained th?t th.;re cust be new :r.ee.t
ing ap;ar<itus and new s:r.ir.P.les on the roof -.l.e ex~ense of which wo..ild be 
about six or seven hundred doLars :~ore. After ths failure of a new com
mittee to rai;;e suffich,:it oenns to venture the COl!lF:ence!ilent of the work, 
I was added tr, the com::iitt•~e r :id soon hli.d between six a::d seve;i hu--dred 
dollars on subscription to reshir~le the roof ruid to put furnaces in to 
tent the Chnrch. Before Co:'l!erence I bnd the shinglil'lf"' done a!'ld pAiC. for, 
nnd left :he balance of the subscription for my successor to get the fur
nace with. I spe~t two very successful years here, fo~ bes; de the Church 
improvements ~he congregation ere;;tly increas~d and several souls ~e~e 
converted. God ~re?t)y ble;;sed ·nd encourn~eC. his people. I reouested 
a ct.an~e at ·he close of the second year as I t ou~ht a :iew "'!ar. would do 
the Churc!-. bett~r s~rvice ~!'.an I could. I was ap::.>ointed to Janesville At 
the Confer?nce of 1366 wher"' I found a rood s :ro~ Chu:?"ch, .~re' tly n'.:'edi~ 
a new Church edifice O'!" lP.rhe repairs on tr.e old one. :-~y 8{) :;ointment I 
was informed, wns in }".f\rt to build a new Church. I loo~ed the eround over 
and dr~w up plans both for a ~ew Church and for cr..rulf'es and enlargem~nt of 
the old o~e. The cost for the new would be from $2C,OOO to $25,000. the 
chnnpe and repeirs o:n tLe old $12,000, which would furni~h all the room 
enc. convenience of the new. I advised the latter which would mve given 
them an audience room 113 x 75 feet, a good S. S. room, ladies parlor, and 
four good classrooms. I did :'lot succeed in getting sufficient union in the 
Church to adopt ~ither plan. Some in the official Board were op~osed to 
doing anyt ing, others wanted a new Ch~ch, and others Joined in my plans 
but the year c~osed befo'!"e any decisive action was ta~en. The last ouar
t-:rly '.!leeting came just at this tjme, for tt.is Oonference :1e;cr, [Ind sixtt~•::m 
of tr.e nineteen members voted for my re:~rn, but for some unexplained reason 
my P. Elder sent ~e word that he wished me to take myself out of tt.e way, 
Rnd I concluded if my P • .E. had not n~rve enou.:-h to s tAnd by ':e in su.ch 
important work, I 'better let some o!le take my place who could have his co
operntion. )(:,•successor did not succeed and the result fina~~Y reAcr.ed 
was a new organi7.Ption, a new Church, the old one repaired And an exren-
C.i ture of over forty tt.ou.sand doEar'J • nnd ti1e expenditure of the $1? ,000 



on the plan I proposed, would r~ve been much better for t;~c criuse of 
Christ a.nd hii:ianit~ in r:J.::! juC.er~ent, than the course e.dopted. :u.ring my 
labors in JPnesville we h.Ad C1Ui te a revival !'.nC. c--:n!'!ider&ble acce;;sions 
to the Churc::. 

~~e next two years I was pastor of the Church at ~van~ville, 
where ! spe~t tvo very pleasant yeArs. A new Church edifice .had beeri 
erected durine the pPstorate of m.Y predecessor, :Bro. Vlr:i.. :)e I.Alatyr, w.to 
had been very successful in winni?'lF' souls to Ct.rist. 

The ne~ Churc~ was dedicated the !irst SFbb~th I ~pent on the 
char~e. ':he conv~rts were ~ostly received into full member~hip and the 
~ ecl'.'n~ year we had oui te a num'ber converted nnd built a parson~..ge for 
those who mi~ht follow in the Ha.ster 1 a work. This io a plee.sr>nt chPrge 
to labor in. In the fall of lo6C: I was appointed to S~ ron where I 
labored two years with V"!ry pleasP.nt brethren. ThE-re had been sor.ie 
division in the community on the subject of temperance, but curl ng the 
first year this died away and the second year we r~d a ~lorious .-ork of 
grace and qui e an addition to the Church. There was a desire for my 
return to this charge the third year, but one or two of the brethren pro
po~ed to the P. Elder, th.at they desired a c ~e, and he having for some 
cause, I never knew what, taken offense, w~s disposed to ~ratify them and 
himself, ht>d me ap,ointed to Milton at the Conference of 1871, where I had 
A yeAr of very hard toil. Uot being able to furn!sh myself with a travel
in~ rig, find the memb 0r~~-.1~ ')etne widel:r scattered, I !Dflny times tad to 
walk six and ei~ht ~iles a day !n pastoral visit:ng. In 1872 t::e Bishop 
~nve me a nominal appointment at Court St. Janesville and I spent my ti~e 
1n canvassing for Jame!c;on, Fauc;ett and Brown's :o:nmentary. TLis wac; in 
ccnc;equence of misrepresentations, which I was certain ~e~e IM.de to Bishop 
Haven in reference to my health. The Bishop reouested me to ask a super
a :nueted relation. I told him I could not ask for what I did not need, 
that I was doi~ "'° rk that I bad not been able to do for many years, and 
I refused to ask for any but Rn effective r~la.tion, so he gave me that 
no~inAl appointment. 

I well knew who endeavored to impress the Bisho~ th?t age Nld 
health discualified me for pastoral wor::-- :'1t the same time I knew that 
I was CO!:lpetent to do any work the Bro. himself could do, e.nd after Con
ference closed when the :Bro. had fixed himself in a choice place as he 
left the district, I sa.!d to the Bis~op I am not afraid to take my pl.Ace 
by the side of Bro. T. to do any work that he can do, eit er physical or 
mental -- he may have a 11 ttle more piety than I, but I run wi ::..ling to cake 
the chances with :-.im in any \o'O rk he can do or in ruiy f1 eld of labor. In 
1873 - 1874 I was pas tor of our Church et Wi=>ukau, where two oui te pleasant 
years were spent-- pleasant not becAuse of ease or lar~e receipts but be
cause I was in my ::aster 1s ~ork and the Ch\ll'ch and people received my 
poor services so cordially. 

At the Conference in 1875 I WP.S appointed to Zion charge where 
I snent two Conference years. Tr.is is a very ~leas?nt country clarpe-
nle~sant society outside the Church-- we had a very p.racious work the 
~econd year and beside the ouickenill#!; of the Church there were some thirty 
precious souls broUP"ht from dArkness to liP.ht most of whom came into the 
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Church and I trust, that thro\11!'.h faith in the atont?¥: Savior, they will 
all be ~athered ultimately to the home of the blest, where I excect 
through the precious blood of Jesus to ~reet tr~se vho are faithful unto 
death. At t:-:.e Conference in 1877 I was appointed to Gravesville, a nev 
work that recuired more ph.""Bical force than most men are favored ·.:tth, 
and all fait~ necessary to remove mountains, to accomplish much for Christ 
and hllt'lanity. It is an old time circuit th..~t demands about five sermons 
a veS:-- country new-- roads bad-people "'Odless-- mostly papists. Th,,ugr, 
I wAs warmly received by the Prot~sta~t ~opul~tion and especially so by the 
~embo,rs of the Church, ruid I labored fait~fully, yet I seemed to accomplish 
very little. '.'J de~r wife had become v~ry fe 0 ble, and Le i!lconveniences, 
toils, and trials of the y~ar brourht her nearly to the P.rave. She be
came so frail and feeble that I found it necessary to cease moving from 
charge to ch.ar~e, ~nd as she hr.d a little money come to her from a Life 
Insurance policy I '.:urchased her a home in Ap-:--leton to which she :ioved 
before the C..,nference year closed-- this was her last trial in movi~. 
At the Confere!lce of 1873 I was a~ointed to DePere charge. B.F.ain in 1879 
also in 1880. During t:1e spring And su1D1Der of 187<? the heal t:t. of ~ dear 
wife ~ecline~ very rapidly and the syntoms of heart disease became ver:1 
alarming -- in July she was obli~ed to P'i ve up e.11 .... -o rk and exercise. From 
this time no skill of :chysici9.!ls could arrest the progress of her diiiease, 
and for four w<:>3ks we did all thPt human skill and tencer care could do -:o 
relieve the ~ish of one of the most patient sufferers that ever demanded 
::u."!lan sympathy. :!'o murmur or complaint was heard from her lips; but her 
ago:ih:ed countenance told her deep di~tress. There WAS a pa<:.ient. cheer
ful submission to the 'Id 11 of God, a f1 rm trust in the a toniI1!- blood of 
Jesus, a:id a spiritual pea~e of soul, that plainly said t:~t s~e felt 
that, "to live is Christ, to die iq gain." A few hours be~ore her precious 
life vent 0 1.it her sufft:rinrs abated, and abe told me All vas safe and right, 
that Jesus was her sure supnort, and on the 23rd day of ~ept. 167?, near tvo 
o'clock a.m. she went to rest on the bosom of her blessed Lord P..nd Master. 
Thus passed f~m eart!: to heaven one of the best and mo~t affectionate wives, 
and I am for the third time, left a lone widower in the world. 0 how lone
ly is this world "'i thout my dear Kate. Well, it will be onl7 a si:.ort time 
before we shall all rreet eac.~ other in tba t beautiful ·.·,orld where death 
never disturbs its inhabitants. God blessed me with three of ·he best wives 
any ll!ln ever bP.d, nnd I review my married life with pratitude that I can not 
recall an angry word that ever pa•sed between either of ~y loved ones nov in 
heaven and myeel±'. P.ad I life to live over again I "''ould t17 to be more wor
thy of ~uch kindness, forbearance. R?ld affection as I received from them. 
The secret of it is, they were devoted, godly women-- it is all of God's mer
c7 and grace. F;irl7 in the sprill+'!!: of 187~ we repaired the Church at DePere. 
Cld differences ha.vi~ mostly passed away, our co~re~Ptions considerably 
increAsed, t:.e spiritual interesh of the Church were rising anc tr.ere was 
a gen~ral preparation for revival work in the Church. In ~ov. Bev. C. F. 
Clapp, the ~ost thoro~h, eva~elical, And best eva~~clistic preacher I 
have ever met came to DePere P.Ii. preached every evening e:;;.cept S:>tur~ 
evening for four weeks. and the Lord owned nnd blest the '«Ord-- a.bout one. 
huncred ~nd fifty professed faith in the Savior and forriveness of sins 
thro~h his atoni~ blood during the meetings w~~ch I continued two we~s 
in West I'el'ere aft er ~ro. Clapp left. ~·!Any of the Youngest di d not come 
into the Churches; but the Churct.es bad edditiona BR follows: the ?.:ethodist 
Episcopal Church, forty-four, the Presbyterian, ttirty-threc, ~nd the Con
~regational Church tventy eipht, El::d there \\'as much ~od done to r.umenit;y 
outside of t e Church. !{ost of the converts that cair.e under our V3.tchcare 
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continued to grow in #!:race and before t!".e session of our Conference twenty
ei~ht had joined in f~ll membersr~p. two had re~oved by letter ~nd one di~d 
happy in the Lord. Our Conference was held at Appleton nt the close of the 
Conference 7ear Cct. 13th lSSO and I was returned to DePere Staticn for a 
third year's service ~nd had a very pleP-sant year, our CODJl:reP.ations were 
full, the spirituality of the Church WAS in e h•_·althy conC.ition, and peace 
Eind unity amoill; the members prevailed. ".·e had no special revi val,a few 
were added to the :hurcb and tne y~ar closed plePser.tly A~d I lefr the 
charge, I trust, in much better condition thrui I fo~~d it. At tte cloge 
of this Confere~~ce yeE1r our Conference convened at m_itewater Sept. 2l~t 
1881, ?nd I was appointed by ~ishop Foss to Cotton Street ~tntion, 7ond du 
Lac City. Here I found a feeble discouraged Church. There was great di!
f'icul ty in f'indi~ a suitable boarding place, ::!lld faili~ in this I pro
posed to my youngest d.P.111!;htsr to move such of my ._ousehold roods as would 
furniPh sufficient rooms for us to Fond du I.Ac from Appleton P.nd have her 
keep house for me. She had ~aduated from Lawrence ~niversity the previous 
June; but M.d not en~l\f:ed yet in any employment ~nd st.e wns delighted .,..i tr. 
my proposition. I hired rooms, pAcked the nece;is::ry goods and furniture 
and fitted up our rooms coafortably And soon the owner sold tr.e property 
Pnd ! had to secure another hou~e, rather than r~ve trouble, w ich I did 
to good advant8f'e, and we spent the y~·ar very pleasantly t'.::ou.gh my pastoral 
lAbors were so ~ree.t and the ~embers so widely scattered that my feet rAve 
out And I was "blir,ed to Pive up the pastoral work at the close of the Con
ference year. 

:Uring the ye~r the conr:re{'.ations more t:.An C.oubled :--nC. I suc
ceeded in P,etting a :1ice little Church built for the class at the Homiston 
appointment ?bout four miles out of the City, so that I considered my year 
was not entirely lo<>t. The membersl':ip w.--.s not F'reatly incrtw.sed on the 
records, because when the records we~e J:roperly corrected, ;n:-,ziy Jl&L':es were 
removed tr.: t s!"·ou:!_ci h£ Ye been before, some of them years before. ':'hey have 
a good Church; but business in that part of t.,e City has run down, members 
hRd moved away, conseo.ue:1tly some had removed their membership to ti vision 
c;treet, so:::ie h[!d died ax tt.e result was the bala::lce had becor~e e:reAtly 
discouraged, ~-nd it is hard to fieht the devil "'i thout courage. ! pray 
thP t God may bless and prosper Got ton ~tre9t Church r-nd make it a rrea t 
power for good in Fond du LP.c. At the close of t~e ~onference year our 
Con.f'erence convened in Fond du Lac Sept. 28th, le82, Bis!~op ~iiley presiding. 
It was now !"orty-eiPht yeArs since I began to !S"~Ch the glorious g::>spel 
and forty-four since I Joined the I~diana Conference and my heart would be 
deli~hted to have continued as much longer, but my fe~t would not allow me 
to do so; ~nd perform the duties of a faithful pastor nnd the painful crisis 
fl.ad corae for me to take a supernumerary relation ~nd resign myself to the 
will Pnd direction of rn.7 :;eavenly lather. I a::i in .. is hands icnd though I 
am a very unworthy serTant, and it seeras aR thoUPh I have done but little 
for humanity and the cause of' my Master, I h''Ve tried to do my duty wher
ever the Church r.as demanded my services. 

''Thi.le my heArt delights in the service, I CRnnot consent to 
cripple ~he work by partial services. I have no complaint to make: 147 
brethren have borne with my mistakes and weaknesses for these many years. 
If I have wrorl€ed anyone I most heartily rer,ret it, I am not c~.nscious a! 
doing it, if done it wns not intentional. It is a pair.ful tho~ht that 
life's Activities must cease; but I mu~t cheerfully Yield to the in~vitable. 
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Two Conference years I was a member of Indiana :onference, tvo ye~re I 
w?s in Michigan Conference, six in Rock River Conference am since 1648 
in Wisconsin Conference and yet I have been transferred only once, the 
other cheT11;es occurred from division of Conferences, or orgAniz~tion of 
new ones. ~ix years I served on districts, one year l'8s superannuated, 
three yeers supernumerary, two yeArs of which I served charges on the 
~abbath, ~nd the balance ot the time either in the pastoral or educRt1onal 
work. ~even yeP..rs I served as ~ecretAry of the Wisconsin C0nference and 
once was sent t0 represent our interests in }eneral c~nference; but a.c;e 
and infirmities now compel me to take my place on tr.e retired list. I 
received my retirement at my own recuest ~eptember 30th, 1882, in the 
seventy-fift~ yee.r of my ape. Praise ·Jod, t!-_at he spared me so loDP, to 
work in his vineyard! 


