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ANNUAL BREAKFAST 
The Annual Breakfast will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday, August 22, at the Villa Motor Inn, 
4900 Kipling St. Cost is $7.50 per person. 
Historian Jeanne Varnell, a fourth generation 
Coloradoan, will show slides and tell "Tales 
Behind the Tombstones". Come and enjoy a 
good program, good food and fellowship. 

Please send in your reservations by August 19, 1992. Detach the 
coupon at the bottom of this page and make a check payable to the 
Arvada Historical Society, and mail them to Dorothy Galloway, 6075 
Gray St., Arvada, CO 80003. 

Or you may phone your reservations to Dorothy Galloway, 424-5255, 
or to Max Haug, 424-8041. 

OLD TIMERS PICNIC 
The Old Timers Picnic, sponsored by the North Jeffco 
Metropolitan Recreation and Parks District and the 
Arvada Historical Society, will begin at 12:30 p.m. 
Sunday, August 23, at the Pioneer Picnic Pavilion, 
9101 Ralston Road (east of the ice arena). Bring a 
basket lunch and table service. Cold drinks and 
coffee will be provided. 

The Arvada High School classes of 1927, 1928 and 1929 will hold a 
Joint reunion celebrating their 65th, 64th and 63rd reunions. The 
class of 1937 will celebrate its 55th reunion. The class of 1942 
will celebrate its 50th reunion, and the class of 1947 will 
celebrate its 45th reunion. Be sure to attend! 

Plan to come and enjoy old friends and renew acquaintences. See you 
there! 

Detach Here 

ARVADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY"S ANNUAL BREAKFAST 

The Arvada Historical Society's Annual Breakfast will be held Saturday, 
August 22, 1992, at The Villa Motor Inn, 4900 Kipling St. (east side of 
Kipling Street), at 9:30 a.m. The cost is $7.50 per person. 

I would like to make reservations for the Annual Breakfast. 

Name 	 No. of Reservations 

    

Reservations must be in no later than August 19, 1992. 

 

Please send your reservations to 
Dorothy Galloway 	 Make checks payable to Arvada Historical Society 
6075 Gray Street 
Arvada, CO 80003 

You may also call your reservations to Dorothy Galloway - 424-5255 or 
Max Haug 	- 424-8041 



The Arvada Historian: published quarterly by the Arvada Historical 
Society, Box 419, Arvada CO 80001 

Editor: Mickey Maker - 424-0171 
Mailing: Betty Stockdale, Dorothy Fields 
News deadlines: First day of month of issue: 

February, Hay, August, November 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT  - Jack Raven 

The Arvada Historical Society is celebrating its 20th anniversary 
this year. Members of the Society have been very active since its 
founding in 1972. They have accomplished many projects and put 
together lots of history about our city to share with others. 

I need to send out many thank you notes, but instead I'll just say 
Thank You to all the Board members and everyone else who helped 
make my year as President a great success. And a special thank you 
goes to the Arvada High School class of 1943 for its donation to 
the Society in memory of Marjorie Vanderhoof. 

Also, a correction from the last newsletter: the beautiful hand-
carved wooden stage coach and wagon created by Fred Fiore were 
contributed by his wife Anna and daughters Rose Sherman, Lucille 
Clapp and Virginia Dougherty. They are on display at the Arvada 
Mill. 

The year has gone by so fast, and we have many continuing projects 
as well as several completed ones. The Arvada Center expansion 
project is moving right along, and in just a few months we will be 
resettling the Haines log cabin and our other collections in the 
Museum area. 

We will start our new year with our first Board meeting at 7:00 
p.m. (note time change) on Tuesday, Sept. 22, at the Standley Lake 
Library, 8485 Kipling St. As always, all members and friends are 
invited to Join us to see the archives on Arvada history which the 
Library staff has set up with the Society's material. 

I am looking forward to seeing you all at the Annual Breakfast 
Saturday, Aug. 22, and the Old Timers Picnic, Sunday, Aug. 23. 
Come and see your old friends and meet some new ones! 

COLLECTORS ITEMS AVAILABLE 

There are a few copies left of some of the books published by the 
Arvada Historical Society, including "Arvada Just Between You and 
Me, 1904-1941"; "Arvada Flour Mill" and "Pioneer Receipt". 

Also there are beautiful plates with five different scenes of Olde 
Arvada available. All of these items will be on sale at the Annual 
Breakfast and the Old Timers Picnic. 



OLD CORNERSTONE RECOVERED 

The Administration and Education building at the State Home and 
Training School was built in 1910, the first of many buildings 
situated on 300 acres of State property located at Kipling St. and 
Ridge Road. There was a fire in the A&E building a few years ago, 
but it was not demolished until late June, 1992. The Arvada 
Historical Society was notified about the contents of the box in 
the cornerstone. Several pictures, newspapers, the Act of 
Appropriations and other items are listed below: 

Pictures: Charles D. Griffith, member, Board of Control, 1910; John 
F. Shafroth, Governor of Colorado, 1902-1910; Thomas F. Welsh, 
architect, State Home and Training School; Thomas F. Daley, 
president and board member; Robert W. Speer, Denver Mayor; 
General W. H. Dickson, who drew the bill establishing the 
facility; Senator John Irby, who introduced the bill to the 
State Senate; B.Frank Lowell, secretary of the Board of 
Control; Mrs. Stanley M. Caspar, president of the State Board 
and Corrections (office in the State Capitol Bldg.); Mrs. Ella 
Parrish Williams, vice president of the State Board of 
Charities and Corrections (through her efforts this home was 
established); and Aaron M. Gove, architect. 

Newspapers: Rocky Mouontain News, November 12, 1910; The Denver 
Republican, November 23, 1910; The Denver Post, November 20, 
1910, article "Plans of the Home", pg. 1, sec. 10; The Denver 
Express, November 19, 1910 article "Lay Cornerstone" and 
picture of plans for State Home and Training School. 

Other Items: An uncirculated quarter, dated 1910; copy of Biennials 
of State Board of Charities and Corection; cut of State Home 
and Training School for Mental Defectives, located at Lewis 
Station, Colorado, Gove and Welch, architects; book dated 
1907-1908 "Ninth Annual Report, State Board Charities and 
Correction". 

Notes from "The Act of Appropriation": management of the State 
Home and Training School shall be under three commissioners 
appointed by the Governor, not more than two commissioners of 
the same political party, one for two years, one for four 
years, one for six years; thereafter, each commissioner 
appointed for six years and shall serve without compensation. 
The superintendent shall be appointed by the Governor as a 
person with not less than two years experience in a similar 
institution and competent to direct the medical hygiene, 
educational and industrial interests of The State Home and 
Training School. The superintendent shall reside at the home 
and receive a salary of $3,000.00 per annum, and shall hire 
a maintenance assistant at $1,800.00 per year. 

The marble cornerstone was removed and is inscribed as follows: 
"A.D. 1910. State Home and Training School for Mental Defectives, 
founded by the State of Colorado, through the efforts of Ella 
Parrish Williams of the State Board of Corrections." It has not 
been determined where the future home of these items will be 
located. The Arvada Historical Society is grateful to Anna Horner, 
staff assistant, for the opportunity to investigate the contents 
of the cornerstone box and to make a copy of these items. 

by Marcetta Lutz 

ANY CHANGES OF ADDRESS? 

If you or anyone you know has had a change of address we would like 
to have it to update our Arvada Historical Society membership list 
and the picnic list for reunions. Please notify Dorothy West 
Fields, 424-1327, or Dorothy Fields Galloway, 424-5255. Thanks for 
your help. 



ARVADA'S OLDEST NATIVE - by Marcetta Lutz 

Louise Graf Brinkerhuff LeHew, 94, was born March 28, 1898 at the 
Graf home located on W. 55th Ave (Valley Ave). This house burned 
in 1915 and a brick home, which still stands, was built in its 
place. Her parents Bernard Graf and Katherine Meier, who had 
learned the cheese operation in the old country, established a 
cheese factory in Arvada. 

Louise and Elizabeth (Lea) were identical twins, the youngest of 
the ten Graf children. During their teenage years they would go 
with each other's boy friends, who never realized the difference. 
They had the same tastes in clothing, dreampt the same dreams and 
had the same aches and pains. It was a traumatic day for Louise 
when her twin sister died in 1985. 

Louise married Guy Brinkerhuff (1895-1962). The couple had one 
daughter, Emma Lea Brinkerhuff Rodda, and two grandsons. Sad to 
say, this remarkable lady recently moved to Boise, Idaho to be with 
Emma Lea and her husband Sprague. We wish to congratulate Louise 
for the 94 years she spent in our fair city and wish her well in 
her new surroundings. 

SPEAKERS BUREAU - Jane Gardener 

This is a reminder to members and friends that the Arvada 
Historical Society has a slide show to give by calling Jane 
Gardener, 424-0755. 

S is for the slide show you are about to see 
L is for the life of homesteaders who settled here 
I is for imagination of Olde Arvada back then 
D is for the drama of the Hackberry Tree legend 
E is for excitement of finding gold in Ralston Creek 

S is for early settlers who came from the east and south 
H is for Hiram Arvada Haskins, a name to remember 
O is for our man John Lowry Brown 
W is for the busy women who organized our oldest club, 

the "Women's Club" 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

We are glad to have you Mary Beach, Murva and Leavitt Booth, Helen 
Crum, Beverly Goodren, Frances Henderson, Stephen Nosler, Frances 
Pearce, Catherine (Kay) Roberts, and Mr. and Mrs. Tom Warfield. 

IT'S TIME FOR DUES! 

Type of membership: 
Senior Citizen (over 60) 	  $ 3.00 
Individual 	 $ 6.00 
Family 	 $10.00 
Business 	 $25.00 

Please make checks payable to: 
Arvada Historical Society 
P.O.Box 419 
Arvada CO 80001 
	

phone: 431-1261 

Membership includes quarterly newsletters published by the Arvada 
Historical Society and semi-annual issues of "Historic Jeffco" 
magazine, published by the Jefferson County Historical Commission. 



IN MEMORIAM 

LINNIE BEACH 

Linnie Ballinger Beach, 100, of Denver died May 17, 1992 in Glen 
Ayre Health Center, Lakewood, CO. She was born in Highland Lake, 
Colorado, near the town of Mead, Sept. 22, 1891 and was one of 11 
children born to David and Mary Ballinger of the Ralston area, 
Arvada. She attended school in the Ralston vicinity and lived at 
home until her marriage to Charlie Beach June 12, 1912. 

Linnie and Charlie moved to Jimtown (Jamestown) Colorado where 
Charlie was employed in the mines, and they lived there many years 
before moving back to Arvada. The Beaches had two children: a son 
Harold who was born in Boulder, and a daughter Frances born in 
Golden. 

Long years of working in the mines proved fatal to Charlie, who 
succumbed to miner's consumption March 4, 1934 at the age of 42. 
For a time Linnie worked at the Arvada Cleaners, but eventually she 
moved into Denver where she worked for the Luby Box Factory at W. 
28th Ave. and Perry St. 

While living in Arvada, Linnie was very active in the Arvada 
Baptist Church located at Second and Church Streets (Yarrow St. and 
W. 57th Ave). She belonged to its quilting club, its women's 
groups, and helped with church dinners. After moving to Denver she 
joined Evangel Baptist Church in Wheat Ridge where again she was 
very involved in quilting and other groups. She also enjoyed her 
Pinochle Club which met weekly, travelling to various parts of the 
U.S., gardening and baby sitting her grandchildren. 

Services for Linnie were May 21, 1992 in Evangel Baptist Church, 
with burial in Crown Hill Cemetery. Preceded in death by her 
husband and her son Harold, she is survived by her daughter, 
Frances Vorce of Lakewood, CO; one sister, Blanche Nelson of 
Glendale, CA; five grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren and three 
great-great-grandchildren. 

LOUISE CARON 

Graveside services for Louise Caron, 68, were held at Fort Logan 
National Cemetery following her death July 10, 1992. She was born 
Sept. 19, 1923 in Johnstown, PA. On Jan. 19, 1950 she married James 
C. Caron in Washington, D.C. A homemaker, she was a bingo volunteer 
for the Colorado Button Box. 

Louise is survived by her husband, James of Arvada; two daughters, 
Barbara Whittenberg of Westminster and Pamela E. Goodman of San 
Pedro, CA; a son Jamie of Golden, and two step-grandchildren. 

HOWARD C. HOCKING 

Born April 7, 1910 in Boulder, CO, Howard C. Hocking died July 5, 
1992 in San Diego, CA at the age of 82. Services were held July 9 
at Arvada United Methodist Church with interment in Boulder's Green 
Mountain Cemetery. 

Howard attended the Boulder schools and the University of Colorado 
where he received both his Bachelor of Science and his Master's 
degrees. On June 1, 1936, he married Vera Fish in Atwood, CO. They 
had one daughter. 

A long-time Arvada Senior High School teacher, Howard lived in 
Arvada until his retirement, when the Hockings moved to Broomfield. 
In addition to the Arvada United Methodist Church, he was a member 
of Arvada Masonic Lodge No. 141; Friendship Chapter No. 127, Order 
of Eastern Star; Order of White Shrine No. 12, and the Jefferson 
County Retired Teachers Association. He is survived by his wife 
Vera of Broomfield; his daughter Darlene Brueggeman of La Jolla, 
CA; and two grandchildren. 



IN MEMORIAM by Marcetta Lutz and Billie Barton 

 

RUTH E. GOODLETT 

Ruth E. Goodlett, 85, died June 21, 1992, at Mountain Vista Nursing 
Home in Wheat Ridge, CO. Burial services were June 24 at Crown Hill 
Cemetery. Ruth was born in Terra Haute, Indiana April 12, 1907 and 
attended school there until her family moved to Colorado Springs, 
where she graduated from high school. 

She married John Homer Goodlett Sept. 10, 1924 in Arvada. To this 
union were born three sons: John H. Jr, David and Robert. Ruth was 
a homemaker but she also was very active teaching Sunday School at 
Arvada Presbyterian Church and volunteering for the PTA at Denver 
View School. All three of her boys attended Denver View and later 
graduated from Arvada High School. 

During World War II while her sons were in the armed forces, Ruth 
worked at the Remington Small Arms Plant where she sorted shell 
casings. At this time she joined the War Mother's group. She took 
great happiness in having an unbroken membership spanning 68 years 
at the Arvada Presbyterian Church, which she had Joined at the time 
of her marriage. 

Preceded in death by her husband and her son John Homer Jr., she 
is survived by two sons, David of Aurora, CO and Robert of Redding, 
CA. and eight grandchildren. 
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LOUIS G. PULS 

  

Louis G. Puls was born Jan. 30, 1897, in Lowell, New York, and died 
at 95 May 11, 1992 in Arvada. He received a one-year scholarship 
to Hamilton College, had a vision of what he wanted to do and the 
school that could best prepare him for his lifework. 

The following year this poor farm boy worked his way across the 
country to California. The president of Stanford University was so 
impressed with Puls that he paid his $18.00 tuition, and this 
determined young man received a degree in Civil Engineering from 
Stanford in 1920. He married Helene Searcy on Christmas Eve, 1924. 
She was the daughter of Judge Searcy, circuit judge for Silverton 
and Durango. 

Puls started his career in 1923 as construction inspector on the 
Wilson Dam project, built on the Tennessee River in Alabama. The 
following year Puls was a member of the American engineering team 
who helped the Russians build the hydroelectric Dnieperstroy Dam 
on the Dnieper River in Ukranian SSR. The dam was completed in 1932 
and at the time was considered the longest darn in the world. 

Puls returned to the U.S. and in 1933 was employed in the dam 
section of the Bureau of Reclamation. He lived in Denver until 
1948, when he purchased a home at 7003 Ralston Road in Arvada, a 
two-story house with a bay window built in 1889. Logically, Puls 
became president of the Wadsworth Ditch Company. 

In 1956 he was in charge of the design for the Glen Canyon, Flaming 
Gorge, Hell's Canyon, Hungry Horse and Monticello dams. He was the 
recipient of the Interior Department's Distinguished Service Award 
for outstanding engineering achievements. He retired from the 
Bureau of Reclmation in 1962, and for the next 20 years he served 
as a consultant on various boards in the U.S., India, Brazil, 
Thailand and Mexico. 

During World War II Puls was commander of the 64th Navy Seebee 
Battalion in the South Pacific. He had been a Mason since 1922. 
Survivors include his son, Louis G. Jr. of Boulder; two daughters, 
Helen Grant and Anne Harris, both of Arvada; nine grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren. His wife predeceased him in 1965. 



IN MEMORIAM  

NELLIE A. POPPERT 

Nellie A. Poppert, 97, died July 11, 1992 at Bella Vista Towers in 
Denver. Memorial services were at Crown Hill Chapel July 20, with 
Dr. Stan Jewell of Arvada Presbyterian Church officiating. There 
was private interment of the cremains. 

She was born Nellie Ada Heddendorp Nov. 24, 1984 in Stamford, 
Nebraska and attended District No. 64 schools near there. On April 
30, 1913, she married a farmer, Walter D. Poppert, in Alma, 
Nebraska. The couple had two children, a son and a daughter. 

In 1936 the Popperts left Nebraska and the farming life to live in 
the Denver area so their daughter Evelyn could attend Barnes School 
of Business. Mr. Poppert found work driving a team of horses at the 
construction site of Ralston Dam, and the family decided to make 
its home in Arvada. Mrs. Poppert returned to Nebraska alone where 
she took charge of selling the family home, packing up their 
possessions and moving everything to Arvada. Everything, that is, 
except her son Dale, whom she left in Nebraska with relatives so 
he could complete his high school education, which had just one 
semester to go. 

For awhile Mrs. Poppert worked at the Remington Small Arms Plant 
sorting bullets. Her husband accepted employment there also as the 
nation prepared to defend itself in World War II. After 68 years 
of marriage, Mr. Poppert died Oct. 22, 1981. 

Mrs. Poppert was a homemaker who enjoyed knitting, crocheting, 
quilting and sewing. She also was active in the Ladies Aid and 
Women's Missionary Society at her church, and was a member of the 
Arvada Garden Club. Survivors include her daughter, Evelyn P. 
Johnson of Arvada; her son, Dr. Dale L. Poppert of Denver; and 
three grandchildren. 

EUSABIO BAYLON SEVILLA 

Eusabio Sevilla, 87, was born in Maglaoi, Currimao, Northern Luzon, 
Phillipine Islands on Aug. 14, 1904, and died in Arvada June 29, 
1992. He married Marciana Tabunan Acantilado Oct. 16, 1937 in the 
Phillipines. 

The Phillipine couple wanted to better themselves, and when 
opportunity knocked they came to America in 1939 and to Arvada in 
1946, and obtained their U.S. citizenship in the 1950's. Sevilla 
made socks in a textile company and designed window displays for 
the Denver Dry Goods Co. before he purchased the Arvada Cleaners 
on Grandview Ave. in 1959. The Sevillas were the first Orientals 
to own a business in Arvada, which they operated until 1991. 

This couple were athletic as well as artistic. Eusabio was a 
pianist, played tennis and gave tennis lessons in Arvada. He 
continued to play both tennis and golf until he was 83. His wife 
also played tennis, was a violinist, and being a trained seamstress 
took care of alterations for the Arvada Cleaners. 

In addition to the above activities, Sevilla was a co-founder and 
three-time president of the American Filipino Club of the Rockies, 
and was a member of the Arvada Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce and 
Central Business Association. He is survived by his wife; two 
daughters, Mildred Acantilado Sevilla Vieaux, North Hollywood, CA; 
and Rose Marie Sevilla White, Evergreen, CO; a brother in Hawaii, 
four grandchildren and a great-grandson. 



I N MEMOR I AM  

ROBERT J. SULLIVAN 

Robert J. Sullivan was born March 19, 1921 in Springfield, Mass. 
and died at home in Arvada April 27, 1992. While attending Amherst 
College he became a short-term graduate in 1943 when he was drafted 
into the service. He took his basic training at Lowry Field and 
served in Italy with the Air Force Bomb Site Maintenance Crew 
during World War II. He married Betty Phillips in Denver June 14, 
1945. The couple moved to Boston when Bob was admitted to Harvard 
Law School. 

Following his graduation in 1947 the Sullivans returned to Denver 
for a few years and moved permanently to Arvada in 1951. He was 
employed as a trust officer and vice president of the First 
National Bank of Denver until he retired in 1976. He then went into 
private law practice until his death in 1992. 

Bob was involved in many civic activities. He was elected to the 
Arvada City Council 1960-1962, was charter member of the Home Rule 
Committee, member of Jefferson County Health Center and board 
member of the Arvada Center for the Arts and Humanities. He also 
was active in Boy Scouting and Little League Baseball. He was a 
member of John S. Stewart Post No. 1, Veterans of Foreign Wars; the 
Centennial Club and Phi Beta Kappa. 

He is survived by his wife; three sons, Robert (Tim) of Butte, 
Montana; Kevin of Lakewood, CO; and Stephen of Wellington, CO; his 
mother, Catherine Begley of New York; a sister, Dorothy Nagle of 
North Hampton, Mass; and eight grandchildren. 

LEST WE FORGET THOSE WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR II  

by Marcetta Lutz 

Dale Branaman, one of Arvada's sons, was the Chief Torpedoman's 
Mate aboard the USS Conyngham when Pearl Harbor was attacked on 
Dec. 7, 1941. The destroyer and Branaman were inseparable 
throughout the war, with the exception of three months. 

The ship was named for Captain Gustavus Conyngham (1747-1819) of 
Donnegal, Ireland, who made successful cruises in French and 
British waters during the Revolutionary War. His ship was one of 
four frigates out of the original 13 to survive that war, and G. 
Conyngham was one of five ship's captains who founded a sea 
tradition which was later implemented when the United States Navy 
was formed in 1794. 

On the USS Conyngham Torpedoman Branaman was in a suicide mission, 
several enemy air attacks and bombardments, an enemy submarine 
action and nine additional battles for which he was awarded nine 
stars. The attack at Pearl Harbor was followed by the Battle of 
Midway, June 3, 1942; Guadalcanal on Nov. 2, 1942 and Feb. 7, 1943. 

Branaman's thigh was hit with shrapnel in New Guinea Sept. 4, 1943, 
and he lost out on the next three battles. After undergoing surgery 
and recuperating at a hospital in Australia, he resumed his duties 
on the Conyngham during the battle at Saipan, June 25-July 9, 1944. 
He participated in the occupation of Guam, July 18-22, 1944; the 
landing at Leyte, Nov. 12, 1944; and the landing at Nasugbu, Jan. 
31-Feb. 2, 1945. This coastal city was the west terminus of a road 
network leading north to Manila, where the destroyers Lough and 
Conyngham established a beachhead. 

The next landing was at Corregidor Feb. 15 and 16, 1945. Here 30 
Japanese suicide boats were sent to attack Allied destroyers and 
cruisers. The Conyngham sunk one on Feb. 16. Landing and 
bombardment took place at Cebu, March 24-20, 1945, and at Davao 
Harbor on Mindinao, April 19-May 15, 1945. 



LET L' F71:3111- - - - 

The USS Conygnham's last encounter was at Balikpapan, Borneo. 
During this 16-day battle, the longest engagement for the 
destroyer, the Allies gained an important foothold into the rich 
oil supply and air fields which were a lifeline for the Japanese. 
While reducing the Japanese supplies, occupation would provide the 
Allies with oil and airfields in Southeast Asia. 

The Japanese made an all-out effort to defend this port. They dug 
trenches parallel to beaches with the intent of filling them with 
oil which would be ignited at the first sign of attack. The beaches 
were heavily mined and the natives supplied additional underwater 
obstacles. Even after the channel was cleared, five miles of 
shallow beaches would not permit fire-support ships, and the 
nearest airfield was 400 miles away. 

During the removal of mines from the beaches, Allied cruisers and 
destroyers were fired upon by enemy coastal batteries and were 
attacked by Japanese planes. Destroyer USS Conyngham remained after 
the other ships left to continue fire-support and bombardment 
liaison duties. Her departure concluded USN Oboe II operation. 
(Tarakan, a heart-shaped island off the east coast of Dutch Borneo, 
also was rich in oil and airfields. This was known as Oboe I.) 

This was the last of 56 operations for the Seventh Amphibious 
Force. On Aug. 14, 1945, the Japanese accepted the Potsdam 
Declaration and agreed to surrender. At this time the USS Conyngham 
was in Subic Bay and Dale Branaman was at Cavite. Both were taking 
a long-deserved rest after six years and one month of active duty 
in the Pacific Front. 

The USS Conyngham was involved in Operation Crossroads in 1946. 
This was a series of tests to determine whether ships could 
withstand nuclear explosions. The testing site was located at 
Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands, some 2,000 miles south of 
Hawaii. The 1,500 ton Conyngham survived the nuclear attack. The 
contaminated destroyer was thoroughly washed out with sand and 
steamed back to Pt. Loma, CA. It was the 11th radioactive ship to 
be sunk, and finally was laid to rest in the Pacific Ocean off the 
west coast of Mexico, 90 miles southwest of Pt. Loma. This action 
took place sometime between 1948 and 1951. 

Unlike his "Death Ship", Dale Branaman was given an honorable 
discharge and received the following medals and awards for his 
strenuous years in the U.S. Navy: Purple Heart, American Defense 
Star, American Area Asiatic Pacific Stars (5), Philippine 
Liberation Stars (2), World War II Victory Medal, China Service 
Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal. Dale re-enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy and served 20 years on active duty and 10 years in the USN 
Reserves. He retired April 1, 1969. 

Arvada claimed Dale Branaman long before the U.S. Navy recruited 
him. This Arvada native was born on his grandmother Clara Wheldon 
Sain's farm on May 26, 1919. The farm was located on the south side 
of W. 58th Ave. near Kipling St. Dale attended the Arvada schools 
and graduated from Arvada High School with the class of 1937. 

He married Mary Adams of Durango on Feb. 1, 1946, who died Dec. 23, 
1985. The couple had two children: a son, James Charles Branaman, 
who lives in Portland, Oregon; and a daughter, Marian Yvonne Gordon 
of Independence, Oregon. Dale currently resides in Brookings, 
Oregon, but his early years in Arvada haunt him still. He will 
attend his 55th high school reunion and the Old Timers Picnic this 
month. Welcome home, Dale Branaman! 



Allen Co. Acquisitions 
& Periodicals Library 
Box 2270, Fort Wayne, IN 

Personal Benefit Services 
Eldon L. Laidig PhD 

46801 	5440 Ward Rd. Bldg. IV 	80004 
424-2100 

80002 

80003 

80002 

Anderson Tire Service 
5503 Marshall 
422-1013 

Arvada Center 
6901 Wadsworth 
431-3080 

Arvada Cemetery Assn. 
5581 Independence 
422-5424 

80002 

80002 

Arvada Heritage Printer 
5603 Yukon 
421-0552 

Arvada Regional Library 
8555 W 57th Ave 
424-5527 

80002 

80002 

Marshall Liquors 
5216 Marshall 
424-6640 

Tim Montgomery & Assoc. 
5275 Marshall 11205 
493-c309 

80002 

80002 

80004 

North Jeffco Parks and Rec 
9101 Ralston Road 
424-7733 

The Printery 
9308 W. 58th Ave. 
422-5033 

Public Service Co. 
5460 W. 60th Ave. 
623-1234 

80004 
80002 

R.E.A. Partners 
6573 Welch 
422-4712 

Arvada Optical 
8850 Ralston Road 
421-8990 

Secrest P.T.A. 
6875 W. 64th Ave. 

80002 
80004 

80005 

80001 
Standley Lake Library 
8485 Kipling 
423-4600 

80002 
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We greatly appreciate the support of the business and professional 
people who have joined our Society. Members can return their 
gratitude by patronizing them. 

Arvada Chamber of Commerce 
7305 Grandview 	 80002 
424-0313 

Forward Arvada Bldg Corp 
7305 Grandview Ave 

Max Haug, Realty 
5725 Wadsworth By-Pass 
424-8041 

Holliway Insurance 
P.O. Box 250 
421-3046 

Stonehouse Signs 
5550 W. 60th 
422-2356 

Sundstrand Fluid Handling 
P.O. Box FH 
425-0800 

Ed C. Tomlinson 
Remax Real Estate Broker 
7485 Robb Ct 
420-5352 

80002 

80002 

80001 

80003 

80001 

Sonheim, Helm & Less, Attys 
7910 Ralston Road 	 80002 
323-4486 

Colorado National Bank 
9505 Ralston Road 
421-3733 

First Bank of West Arvada 
P.O. Box 507 
422-3000 

First National Bank 
7530 Grandview 
422-1441 
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