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WHY A HISTORY OF SANFORD?

Manyare the times I asked myself this question as I became involved
with the compilation of the record. There were, of course, two answers.
The first stemmedfrom a desire to combine all my hitherto scattered
and disorganized bits of information into one record, lest it event­
ually fall the lot of less interested persons to dispose of what, to
them, might appear to be "trash." And second, 1 care and hope there
are others who share my interest.

I was warmed by the memory of Uncle Fred T. Christensen, with whom I
shared much nostalgia. I knew he would be pleased that our trips down
memory lane were not in vain.

Appreciated were the encouraging words of Ray Heiselt, Bernice Thomas,
Mabel Christensen, Frank Johnson, and William MayChristensen, now
departed, as well as Annie Smith, Arzella Gylling, Ruth Marie Colville,
Madge Perko, Jim McIntire, Maxine Poulson, Arnold Mortensen, Voris
Cornum, Orin Reed, Clayton Peterson, Jeanne Eagan, La Monte Morgan,
Edna Nielson, Jennie Mortensen, Mabel and Ted Reynolds, Howard and
Marvelle Shawcroft, Kata M. Peterson, Olive Christensen, J.G. Lucero,
Lela Bailey, Jane Anderson, Jake and Lucy Martinez, Amarante Martinez,
Mary Creel, Edith Christensen, Francis Whitney, William and Alice Canty,
Clea Espinosa, Emily and Solomon Martinez, and many others too numerous
to mention individually.

Myvery special thanks to that wonderful gentleman, Harry Thomas, with­
out whosebrilliant mind, keen insight, interest in events and people,
the early school history and a great deal of other information may have
been lost forever.

I am indebted to Rex Lindsey for the cover design, Winnona Hutchins for
the sketch of the Sanford foothills, Robert Poulson for copyright advice,
and my Mother, Jennie Peterson, who came through with much-needed moral
support as well as research assistance.

Last, but by no means least, love and appreciation to my own personal
cheering section - Herman, Kim, Vaughn, Kay, and Glen.



There will, of course, be omissions in the record, and this I regret
for it was not mywish to leave anyone out. I requested information
several times through the La Jara Gazette, Valley Courier, public
postings, and public announcements. The lack of response was hard
for me to understand. To those of you who find the history lacking
in regard to your accomplishments or those of your relatives, I can
only say that I am sorry you did not see fit to share your records
and memories. I also suggest that you do not despair, for the book
may be updated sometime in the future.

Because most of our pioneers are now gone, and each year finds fewer
really knowledgable persons who remember early day happenings, you
will find the account considerably less than perfect. Please accept
it for what it is —an effort to record information as presented,
confirmed when possible, but mostly taken from the memories of those
who lived it and those who remember hearing of it. It may well be
catagorized as twice told tales.

Old Chineese Proverb:

To flange: one'A anceAIohA LA to be a Inez
without a hoot, a bhook umihout a Aouhce.
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The San Luis Valley of the l870's was like the proverbial plum - ripe and
ready to be picked. The harvest was at hand. Civilization was squeezing
in from all directions.

And what a prize the valley was —with its fertile soil spread in an
almost-flat plateau, ringed by spectacular mountain ranges and skirted
by foothills. Blessed with blue skies, the morning sun appears over the
Sangre de Cristos (Blood of Christ) on the east and goes home amid a
blaze of glory behind the San Juan Mountains of the west. On the north
is the Rocky Mountain cordillera of Colorado, while the San Antonio and
Ute Mountains guard the gateway to NewMexico on the south.

Massive MountBlanca (white Mountain) rises majestically to a height of
l4,3l7 feet and is knownas the "Sacred Mountain of the East” by the
Navajo people of the four corners area.

In the valley, a one-hundred-mile long strip of land in southern Colorado,
are found the headwaters of the third longest river in the United States ­
the Rio Grande del Norte, or "Great River of the North," as it was called
by the early Indian and Spanish inhabitants of the southwest. Lesser
rivers, high lakes, and tumbling streams of the Continental Divide enrich
the valley and points south.

This is the land of the evergreen forest, the ”quaking” or “trembling”
aspen, the sage and chico brush, as well as the lavender blue Columbine
that eventually becamethe Colorado state flower.

It is, of course, impossible to say who first set foot on San Luis Valley
soil. Archaeologists have considerable evidence that the Folsomman
visited the region, and possibly the Yumawas here even earlier. Arti­
facts found on both sides of the Rio Grande Canyon furnish proof of the
presence of the Cliff Dweller and the Basket Maker long before the modern
American Indian arrived upon the scene. These early people probably came
to the valley more for the purpose of securing specific needs than out
of a desire to reside in the region, and it must be rememberedthat, prior
to the coming of the Spanish who introduced the horse, the wanderings of
the Indian were considerably limited.

when the white man came to Colorado, there were seven tribes that occupied
or at least frequently visited the area - the Apache, Utah, Kiowa, Cheyenne,
Navajo, Arapahoe, and Comanche. The Utahs (Utes) were in possession of
the San Luis Valley at the time. They were a branch of the great Shoshoni
family, being short, stocky, and so dark skinned that the white men re­
ferred to them as the Black Indians. To the other Indian tribes, they
were known as the Blue Sky People.



Historically, there were in the Colorado Region seven branches of the
Utah Tribe. They were the Monache, Uintah, Yampa, Grand River, Capote,
weeminuche, and Tabeguache. These people were wise in the ways of their
part of the world, knowingwell the habits of the birds and animals, the
patterns of climate and the growing conditions. Though they were nomadic,
they planned for their future needs. wild berries, fruits, and willows
were factors to consider in the location of their summercampgrounds,
while they sought winter retreat where large groves of cottonwoods of­
fered protection for their families.

Buffalo and secondary gameanimals such as antelope, deer, elk, rabbits,
and even dogs made up their basic diet, and it was supplemented with wild
berries, fruits, and roots gathered in season and dried for future use.
Pemmicanwas a favorite food; it was made from dried fruits pounded to a
fine powder and then mixed with buffalo fat and dried meat, heated, and
poured into skin bags that preserved the mixture for several months.

The womenof the tribes had expert knowledge of plants and utilized them
to the utmost for their nutritional and medicinal properties. Amongthe
varieties that found their way into the diet and treatment of the Indian
people were wild onions, dandelions, marsh marigold leaves, watercress,
wild violets, stinging nettle, milkweed, plantain, lambs quarter, willow
shoots, strawberry blite, pussy willow buds, pokeweed, sunflowers, sage
stone crop, mariposa lillies, purselane, and cottonwoodberries.

As for other early people, we can only speculate about how many of the
explorers actually came to the valley. De Vaca (The wanderer)? Coronado?
Onate? Juan de Zaldevar?

Diego de Vargas‘ march through the valley in l694 offers the first writ­
ten evidence of Spanish entry. In l740, the Mallet Brothers visited the
area, and in l779, Governor Anza of NewMexico lead an expedition into
the valley to punish the Utahs for making raids on NewMexico settlements.

James Purcell came and went, as did John C. Fremont (The Pathfinder) on
his fourth and fifth expeditions, and, of course, the scouts, Kit Carson,
Parson Bill Williams, Jim Bridger, Jim Baker and others knew the region.

It was in l803 that the U.S. Governmentmade an unbelievably fantastic
bargain with Napoleon of France. This was the Louisiana Purchase!
Lewis and Clark were sent to explore the northern territory, while
MontgomeryZebulon Pike was asked to take a look at the southern portion,
find out what that part of the grab-bag purchase contained, and hope­
fully discover the source of the Red River.

Pike left Saint Louis in July of l806 with twenty-two men. It was not
until Novemberthat he sighted Pike's Peak, which he attempted to scale.
His effort to do so failed, but his name remained.

Pike made base camp near Pueblo, setting out in the dead of winter to
cross the Sangre de Cristos in search of the Red River.



His party experienced extremely caustic weather conditions, battling
deep snow in wet Mountain Valley. They were forced to leave three ex­
hausted membersof their party behind in a temporary shelter. Pike and
the remainder of his group made their way across MedanoPass, came in
view of the Sand Dunes, which they flanked, and crossed the Rio Grande
River somewhere south of the present town of Alamosa. From that point,
they made their way approximately five miles south, where a campsite
was established and a fort built.

On January 3l, l807, at this location east of what is nowSanford, the
Stars and Stripes were unfurled for the first time to the Colorado
breezes.

REPLICA 0F PIKE'S STOCKADE
East of Sanford

Pike's party was in Spanish territory. The Spanish, of course, were well
aware of the trespass, and a companyof Spanish dragoons promptly appeared
and conducted Pike and his men to Santa Fe. They were treated quite well,
but their status as prisoners was well knownby all concerned.

Although Pike's expedition did not accomplish the exact purpose for which
it was intended, it was successful in that it provided a great deal of
information about the newly acquired land.

There was considerable disagreement over the location of the boundary



Tine of the Louisiana Purchase; it was eventuaTTy set at the Rio Grande
River. The San Luis VaTTeyhad, therefore, been part of Mexico untiT
T848, the date of the Mexican Cessation, being assigned to the Kansas
Territory at that time. It was Tater inciuded in the CoToradoTerritory,
and finaTTy made part of the great State of Coiorado when that region
achieved statehood in 1876.

Manyyears Tater, Arthur FTynn, upon viewing the beauty of the va11ey,
was inspired to write the words that were adopted into the CoTorado
State Song:

wheae the snowy peaht gteam tn the moonttght
Above the dahh fioaeata 06 ptne
And the wttd fioamtng watehb dahh onwahd
Towahdthe land wheae the thopta AtaflAahtne
wheae the Acaeam05 the botd moantatn eagte
Reapondt to the note o5 the dove
LAthe pahpte—aobedweat, the tand that ta beat
The ptoneea [and that we tove

The btton ta gone fiaomthe aptand
The deea fihomthe canyon have fited
The home o5 the wotfi ta dehehted
The antetope moaanb fioh hta dead
The wah—whoop ne—echoeA no Zongeh
The Indtan’A onty a name
Andthe nympha05 the gaove tn theta tonettneta hove
But the eotumbtneo btoom jaht the Aame

Let the vtotett batghten the baoohbtde
In the Aunttght 05 eaattea Apatng
Let the ctoueh bedech the gneen meadow
In daya when the ohtotea étng
Let the gotdenhod hehatd the autumn
Bat, undea the mtdAummeaAhy
In tta fiah weAtean home, may the eotumbtne btoom
'Tttt oah gheat moantatn htveha nan day

'TtA the land wheae the eotumbtnea gnaw
Ouehtoohtng the ptatna fiah betow
whtte the eoot Aummehbheeze tn the eveagaeen theet
Sofitty Atnga whehe the e0£umbtneA ghow



The first Mormonsto penetrate the San Luis Valley came in response to
the invitation of John Morgan, one of the outstanding men of his gener­
ation. Morganwas a soldier, statesman, and colonizer. Morganwas the
President of the Southern States Mission, Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints. Morgan was the man of the hour!

The Aouthean Atatea had but aecentty paAAedthaough a deuaatattng
wah. It waa paaadoxteat that John M. Moagan, the etdea who had
mane to do wtth the eonvehaton 05 the aouthean peopte to Moamontbm,
waa one 05 Sheaman'A ofifiteeha, a man aadentty devoted to the Unton
cauae and one whteh took a ueay acttve paat tn the deatauetton ofi
the Confiedeaacy. when the waa waa ovea, thta Aame man, now a
convent to Moamontbm, aA a mtAAtonaay fioa the ehuach went among
the ueay peopte he had 40 utgoaoaafly fioaght, aonveated many, and
at theta Keadeh, Zed them an the fithbt Atzeabte body ofi angflo
Aaxona to the ConejoA and San Antonto Rtveaa o5 the San Lute
Va££ey.7

The decision to accept Mormonismwas usually followed by drastic changes
in the life pattern of the converts, for these people had been the victims
of persecution from the time the church was organized in l830. Being
forced to leave their homesand flee from one location to another had
become a way of life for them. They had been burned, plundered, and
subjected to numerousacts of violence wherever they went, this culmin­
ating in the murder of their beloved Prophet, Joseph Smith, Jr., and his
brother, Hyram,at Carthage Jail in Illinois. The burning of their temple
at Nauvoo, Illinois, followed, and a mass exodus to the untamed western
portion of the country was begun in the hope that they could there live
in peace under the leadership of their President, Brigham Young.

The beliefs of the Mormonsresulted in a clash of social orders that
contributed to the ill feeling toward them. One of the causes was found
in the fact that Mormonismwas not a passive religion. These people
claimed to have the gospel in its fullness; they were enthusiastic to
the point of wanting to share what they had with others. Their proselyt­
izing activity soon invoked the wrath of ministers who feared losing
their congregations to the newreligion.

The solidarity of the “Saints,” as they called themselves, was also a

1M0rgan, Nicholas G., MORMONCOLONIZATION IN THE SAN LUIS VALLEY,
The Colorado Magazine, Vol. XXVII, Oct. l950



factor to consider, being felt especially at the polls, where the Mormon
vote carried considerable weight in political affairs of the day.

Onedoctrine in particular contributed heavily to the persecution of the
Mormons. This, of course, was the doctrine of plural marriage by divine
sanction.

In the eaaty peatod o5 the chuach 05 JeAuA Chfltbt o5 Latteh Day
Satnta, an unutuat eondttton paevatted. Moaewomenthan menjotned
the chuach. Thta wan taue 06 the pehtod at Nauvoo, and it aematned
taue A0 tong ab conueatA made up the maAA06 chuaeh membeaahtp.
The Satntb weae at ttotated a people aA tfi they had been on an
tttand 05 the Aea. Manntage outatde the chuhch waa dtbcouaaged.
Theae weae not enough men to go ahound. Many women mutt Ztve and
dte Atngty, depntved 05 the oppontuntttea fioh deuetopment whtch
manntage bntnga. The attehnattve wan ptuhat manntage. . . . The
men and womenwho enteaed tnto ptuaat maaatage weae among the moat
moaat peopte the woatd hat even known.

Ptuaat maaatage waAneven at any ttme paaattced by ouea.tum pehcent
05 the adutt mate poputatton. The Pheatdent hetd the heyb to tta
paaettce and onty thoae éuppoéedty abte to ttve the taw tn htghteouA—
neA¢weae pehmttted to enteh tnto Auchaetattonbhtpa. That the
Auhpflubwomen05 the chuhch weae abaoabed tnto fiamtty ttfie ta an
undentabte fiact. That tome 05 the fitneat peopte tn the chuach
and 05 the woatd came fihomouch ptuaat houAehotdAta equatty an­
dentab£e.Z

It must be understood that polygamywas not contrary to national or state
laws of the time. whenthe law of the land later forbade the practice,
the President of the church, Wilford woodruff, issued the famous Mani­
festo, which declaged an end to the contracting of plural marriageswithin the church.

zwilliam Edwin Berrett, THE RESTOREDCHURCH,7th Edition, l953,
pp 250-251.

3Imagine the complexities that ensued. The law was abolished, but
no special consideration was given to the flesh-and—blood product of
marriages previously contracted. Having entered the covenant in good
faith, these families were not accustomed to behaving as criminals.
They must now defy the law if they wished to continue any sort of family
relationship. There was constant fear; a mere visit to a plural family
could place a man in prison - repeated offenses could put him there for
life!

Although the relationship between polygamist families had been a diffi­
cult one to say the least, it was lived to the best of the ability of
those concerned. A good report of plural marriage is contained in the
biography of Dr. Ellis R. Shipp, herself a polygamist wife.

6



The decision to leave homewas often a heartbreaking one. Lela Bailey
recalls an incident concerning her mother, Ada Bryan:

Ada's father was a Methodist minister, a Georgian plantation owner
who loved his beautiful daughter very much. It was her desire to
have a piano and so he went by spring wagon a distance of over 300
miles to the nearest large city, returning with a piano that became
her most prized possession. It was the only piano in the county!

Someyears later, Ada met and married Angus Malloy, taking to her
new home the piano and a treadle sewing machine as part of her
dowery. when the Malloys joined the MormonChurch, their friends
turned against them; Ada was disowned by her parents. The young
couple were forced to dispose of their farm for but a small part
of its value. There was no market for their belongings; people
just didn't want to buy "Mormonstuff.”

Fearing for their lives, the Malloys madethe necessary sacrifices.
Being unable to find a home for her piano, Ada summonedall the
courage she could muster as she turned it toward the wall, covered
it with a beautiful hand—madequilt, and said, "Goodbye, my beloved
piano. I'm going to Colorado to join the saints.” without looking
back, she left her homeand joined a group of converts heading west.

Another incident is remembered by Mrs. Bailey:

John Bailey, a convert of John Morgan, found himself the victim of
former friends who became bitter toward him due to his conversion
to Mormonism. These people assembled in front of his home with
threats and vile language. Bailey, unintimidated, stood tall and
straight on the piazza of his home, civil war shotgun loaded and
ready for use. "If any of you set foot on my land, I'll shoot.
I'll give you three minutes to get going,“ he said, “Andthe time's
half up now.” Knowing him to be a man of his word, the mob dis­
persed.

On November24, l877, the first group of southerners arrived at Pueblo,
Colorado, after having spent five nights in a railroad car.4

4This was the second body of Mormonsto winter near Pueblo, the first
having left Mississippi at the time Brigham Youngwas enroute to the Salt
Lake Valley in the hope of a rendezvous with his party. At Fort Laramie,
it was discovered that Youngwas not ahead. The group then traveled on
to Pueblo, where they were joined by a detachment of ailing soldiers
from the MormonBattalion. Two hundred and seventy five Mormonsspent
the winter of l846-47 at that location. Nine deaths occurred, one mar­
riage took place, and seven babies (including the first anglo saxon child
to be born in Colorado) first saw the light of day.

"Atthough theée peopte came aA wayfianena and theta wtnten quantenz weae
tempohany, thetAA wehe the fitflbi Amentcan fiamttteb that Aojounhed and
theta cabtna the 5tAAtAthuctuaeb that Ahettehed Amentcanfiamtty ttfie
uxthtn the boundb 05 Cotoaado," reports historian, J.C. Smiley (Semi­
Centennial History of the State of Colorado, p. l77).
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Danie1 R. Se11ers was chosen President of the converts, and the fo11owing
amounts of moneywere contributed to a fund to be used for the subsistence
of one and a11:

Danie1 R. Se11ers $161.15
wi11iam Jones 8.00
Hugh Lee Se11ers 33.00
Mi1ton H. Evans 10.00
Thomas W. Chand1er 1.25
Francis M. we1don 4.35
Patrick C. Haynie 13.36
James A. Cox ' 30.00
Bird A. Kirt1and 89.00
A.G. Bagwe11 10.00
George W. wi1son 50.00
w.L. Marsha11 7.65

Samue1 R. Se11ers 1.285wi11iam R. Se11ers .55

John Morgan, powerfu1 in speech as he was in action, gave instructions to
the peop1e, stressing the fact that they must be abso1ute1y unified, en­
joying the spirit of brother1y 1ove and good fe11owship if they were to
1ive in such a situation. He a1so counse1ed them strong1y about the ru1es
of order, c1ean1iness, and other requirements for 1iving together in har­
mony.

Morganthen headed south to organize other groups and assist them with
their westward migration. Uponhis return in the spring, he found that
those 1eft behind had wintered we11 in their sec1uded spot near the
Arkansas River.

5Morgan, Hemming La Monte, THE LATTER DAY SAINT MIGRATION T0 COLORADO
ANDTHEIR CDLONIZATIONPERIOD, Historica1 Research, Paper to Dr. Green,
Adams State Co11ege, Unpub1ished.



As spring approached, it was time to move on - to look for a permanent
home. Governor Hunt met with John Morgan and Daniel R. Sellers, highly
recommendinglands in the southern part of the San Luis Valley, near the
Conejos and San Antonio Rivers. Morgan then wrote to John Taylor, who
had become President of the church following the death of Brigham Young:

The eountay tA wett aeeommendedand t5 tand ta tn a poattton to
be obtatned tt awtt be a dettaabte toaatton 501a Aetttement. It
to neaa the mouth ofi the Conejoa and San Antonto Rtveat tn Conejoé
County tmmedtatety on the ttne 06 the extenaton 05 the DSRGRatt­
aoad Aouth to Santa Fe and wtngate.7

James Z. Stewart had arrived in Pueblo in the spring of l878. Stewart
had previously filled two missions for the church in Mexico and was now
appointed by President Taylor to preside over the Saints, whomit had
been decided would settle in southern Colorado. Taking with him three
of the men from Pueblo, Elder Stewart journeyed to the San Luis Valley.
There, they leased and purchased acreage for the Pueblo party.

In Mayof l878, the settlers began arriving from Pueblo, coming by train
to Fort Garland, which was the end of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad
line. Manywalked from there to Los Cerritos, taking two or three days
to make the journey. Mr. William Stewart had a ferry boat on his stock
ranch just above the junction of the Conejos and Rio Grande Rivers. This
ferry was used by the colonists, as it was by freighters during high
water periods.

L. M. Peterson had come into the country earlier, either from northern
NewMexico or from the Little Colorado. Peterson was a brother of
Bishop Hans Jensen, who was later appointed to be in charge of the
Conejos Mission.

Erastus Snowmade the following report concerning the man, Peterson:

Theae tt a btt o5 aomaneeconnected wtth thtt man Peteaton not
attogethea devotd 05 tnteaett. Hewat a Scandanavtan by btath
but Spantth Ameatcan by educatton. when eteven yeaaa otd, tn
the Aummen05 1854, he Ataayed fiaom an emtgaatton camp 05 the
Satnta neat Kanéat Ctty, Mttéouat, whtte they weae watttng flan ‘
Etdea wttttam Emoy, emtgnatton agent fion that yeah, to paoeuae l
theta.teamA and outfittt fioa Utah. Htb fiathea and mothea had i
both dted on the voyage to Ameatea. The aett 05 the fiamtty and l
fiatendt, afitea a fiautttett Aeaaeh, gave up young Peteabon at 3
tott to them fioaevea and wended theta way to Utah. The boy ‘
fiett tn wtth AomeSpantth taadeat fiaomNewMexteo who enttced

1Morgan, Nicholas G., MORMONCOLONIZATION IN THE SAN LUIS VALLEY,
The Colorado Magazine, Vol. XXVII, Oct. l950.
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him with them home, whehe he Auboequentty became quite paofiicient
at an Engiiah and Spaniah achotaa, maanied a Spaniih giht, not
etected County Recondeh. white Aenving in thii capacity, he began
conneaponding with the necondena 05 Utah, which heautted in 5ind­
ing hia baotheh, Hana Jenaen, fiaomHaia, Denmahh, now aeaiding in
Manti, Utah. with hia fiamity, Peteaaon taten paid hia bnothen a
uiait and white in Utah he embaacedthe goapet and pnovided him­
Aetfi with the chuach wonha. He waa ondained an Etden and ne­
tuaned to hia home to commencea quiet miaaionahy wonh among hia
fiaienda, the Cathotica. He taanatated into Spaniah Aomechoice
Aetectiona fiaomthe Book 06 Monmon,aucceeded in baptizing about
40 penaona, and thui invoked the wnath ofi the Spanish Pnieata and
editoaa. He whitea finomLoa Tijehai, Aphit 74, 7877, to hit bno—
then in Manti that he expectb to Atant math hip new conveata in
twetve oh thinteen wagoni 60h the Littte Cotonado,iuheae they
intend tocating with the newcotoniatz.

It was the opinion of Fred T. Christensen that instead of going to the
Little Colorado, Mr. Peterson becameinterested in the proposed settle­
ment of a colony in the San Luis Valley, as his writings and activities
later indicated.

Peterson was a fine penmanand served as scribe for the early settlers,
drawing up contracts and agreements pertaining to the purchase of land.
He wrote the minutes of the meeting when the first school district was
organized in Manassa, served several times as Conejos County Judge, and
was known as "Judge Peterson."

LOS CERRITOS (“THE HILLS”)

The settlement at Los Cerritos was made under great hardship in the high
altitude of more than 7,500 feet above sea level. The summerswere short,
the winters long and cold. Food and clothing were scarce, and life was
very difficult for the southerners so recently from the deep, warmsouth.
It took a great deal of faith to get them through those first trying years,
but only one family becamediscouraged to the point of returning.

Although the Spanish were already in the Valley, they had attempted little
in the way of settlement north of the river, for it was thought that the
flat terrain would render irrigation impossible. The Mormons,however,
pushed on, and a settlement was made.

Amongthose who settled temporarily in Los Cerritos were the William
Robert Jack family from Dekalb County, Alabama. Their first home was a
tent “madeof Grandma's quilts.” They had been in the valley only nine­
teen days when their oldest child, Ellie, died of pneumonia, and her
grave is reported as having been the first Mormongrave in the valley.

Arrangements were made to rent a building from the Mexican settlers.
This building served temporarily for the purpose of holding church,
school, and civic meetings.

l0



Leadership was appointed by church officials in Utah when, at a quarterly
conference held in Manti on August l8, 1879, Bishop Hans Jensen was ap­
pointed to take charge of the Conejos Mission. Several missionaries were
also called to assist him in the establishment of a colony.

UponJensen's arrival in Colorado, a meeting was held in the L.M. Peterson
homeabout one-half mile south of Los Cerritos. A branch organization
was effected with John Allen and S.C. Berthelsen namedas counselors to
Bishop Jensen. L.M. Peterson was chosen clerk and recorder, while Daniel
R. Sellers was named Presiding Elder.

The settlement was part of the San Juan Mission, comprised of Bluff and
Montezuma in Utah, Berhman in New Mexico, Mancos, and later on by Manassa,
in Colorado.

when Elder AndrewJensen visited the San Luis Valley during the fall of
l893 in the interest of church history, he reported that the Los Cerritos
Branch of the Manassa ward was “rather disorganized" and that Elder L.M.
Peterson was the Presiding Elder.

MANASSA

The settlers were anxious to locate close together on a large tract of
land where they could build a town, church, and school. Lawrence M.
Peterson, John Allen, and S.H. Jensen were appointed as a committee to
find a suitable area. State lands lying on the north branch of the Conejos
River, three miles northwest of the villiage of Los Cerritos, were selected,
and President John Taylor, Trustee in Trust for the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter DaySaints, sent $300.00 to assist with the purchase.

Twosections of land were bought from the State Land Board at a cost of
about eighty cents an acre, and John H. Houggard, of Manti, Utah, assisted
with the survey. The west section was used to build the townsite while
the eastern part was set aside as farming lots.

It was on February 3, 1879, that the town of Manassa was organized, with
the biblical nameindicative of the religious backgroundof the settlers.

A brush arbor, located on what was called the Ellredge Lot just east of the
church block, was the first place of worship. The pioneers witnessed some
extremely spiritual meetings under this old bowery.

A conference was held with general authorities from Salt Lake City in at­
tendance. It was August of l879 when Elder Hans Jensen, along with his
counselors, was released from office and Elder Soren C. Berthelsen was
named Presiding Elder; John Allen and Samuel E. Sellers were counselors,
and Lawrence M. Peterson served as Clerk.

Under the direction of the new leaders, a log meeting house was constructed
on the south—east corner of the church block. This structure was also the
scene of early day social gatherings and was rememberedby old timers as
having been the place where many of the best things of life came their way.
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Families of several very prominent men in the Church made their homes in
Manassa during those early years. The Heber J. Grants, Francis M. Lymans,
B.H. Robertses, and John Morgans added considerably to the spiritual
atmosphere of the colony.

Postal services were established in 1880, with the postmaster receiving
for his wages sixty percent of the stamp collections. Mail was received
and dispatched three times a week, and the mail carrier made the six mile

journey to Conejos on foot.

Organization of the San Luis Stake took place on June 10, l883, with Silas
S. Smith as President, Richard G. Campand William Christensen, counselors.
Martin Christensen, N.F.0. Behrmann, S.C. Berthelsen, Albian Haggard, John
A. Smith, David Boice, John D. Hawkins, Dillingham H. Elledge, Hans C.
Heiselt, James H. Jack, Daniel R. Sellers, and John B. Daniels were named
to the High Council.

In the spring of l887, in cooperation with the Sanford and Richfield wards
and the several branches of the stake, a drive for subscriptions was made
in an effort to construct a stake building. Early in the spring of l888,
ground was broken and a foundation laid. By fall, the frame was up and
the roof shingled. The builders wasted no time, and it was soon completed
to the extent that ward and stake meetings could be held there. In the
spring of l895, under the direction of EdwardDalton, father of Bishop
Dalton of the Manassa ward, the Stake House was finished and dedicated.

SAN LUIS STAKE HOUSE — Dedicated in l895
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EPHRIAM

Manassa‘s kindred villiage of Ephriamwas settled about 1880, also taking
its name from a son of Joseph. The townsite was located on a quarter
section of land purchased from the state and divided into ten acre blocks
that were later subdivided into two-and-one—halfacre lots, includingstreets.

The land around the town was opened for grazing, with pole fences dotting
the landscape since there was no wire available. Lumberproducts for
homes and other buildings had to be hauled by horse drawn wagon from the
west mountains.

Churchofficials were interested in promoting the settlement, and they
realized that these people needed help if they were to succeed in their
endeavor. They feared that Ephriam, and possibly not even Manassa, could
makeit without agricultural assistance since the settlers were almost
entirely from the South and were completely unfamiliar with high alti­
tude farming; they knewnothing about irrigation, and the soil itself was
new to them. So it was that a call went out to the people of Utah. This
was directed principally to the members in San Pete County (Fountain Green
and Moroni), with others from southern Utah also being called.

Hardship was not new to the Utah converts. They had previously made other
pioneer journeys, having come first from the “old country“ (England, Norway,
Denmark, and Sweeden) to America, then, after considerable persecution, the
burning of their temple and the murder of their Prophet, they had sacrificed
their belongings and suffered a difficult journey across country to Utah.
Somehad pushed hand carts all the way, burying their dead aside the trail
as they took comfort in the words of the pioneer hymn,”Come, Come, Ye Saints.“

Come, Comeye Saints, no toil non labaa fieai
But aath joy wend youn way
Though hand to you this jounney may appeaa,
Gaaee shall be as youn day
'Iis betten fiai fioi us to.stniue
0uA.useless canes fihomus to dniue T
Dothis, and joy, youn heaits will swell l
All is well, all is well!

And should we die befione oun jouaney's thiough
Happyday! All is well!
we then ane finee fiaomtoil and soniow too
with the just weshall dwell!
But ifi oua lives ate spahed again
Tosee the Saints thein test obtain,
0 howwe'll makethis chaias swell
All.is well! All is well!

william Clayton



The Mortensen history, written by Anders Mortensen, is filled with tales
of hardship suffered by this family as they traveled to the Salt Lake
Valley as members of the ill—fated willie Company:

A5tea teavtng the Ptatte Rtvea and getttng tnto the mountatns, seveae
snow stoams came upon them. Havtng open handcaats, the paobtem 05
caaaytng the suppttes was a veay gaeat one. The fitoaa was aattoned
out to each tndtvtdaat each day. MyGaandmothea had baought an otd
aettc, a ptn cushton, fiaomhea otd home. It was fittted wtth baan.
Food becameso scaace that thts cushton was toan apaat,cnd the baan
mtxed tnto dough and bahed and eaten. Rawhtde was tahen fiaomthe
caats, batted and used as seasontng fioa soup. whtte enaoute to Satt
Lahe Ctty, seventy stx peasons dted, most o5 them gaom exposuae and
hangea. One moantng, fioaateen weae fiound dead tn my gaand5athea's
dtvtston. Mygathea and hts baothea, Hans, dug one gaave wheae att
fiouateen weae baated togethea.

Being of such well-seasoned stock, the converts accepted the fact that
Utah was just the first stop for them. Call after call followed as the
Mormonssettled various parts of the country. Religion was the domin­
ating factor in the lives of these people; they put a great deal of
emphasis upon being able to sustain themselves economically and pro­
viding the proper environment in which to raise their families. Accept­
ing the call of authorities was included in their twelvth Article of
Faith:

webetteve tn betng subject to htngs, paestdents, auteas, and
magtstaates, tn obeytng, honoatng, and sustatntng the taw.

with this thought in mind, the membersaccepted calls as indicated in the
Heiselt family history by Anders Mortensen:

In the yeaa 1872, Baothea Hetsett and fiamtty movedto Fountatn Gaeen,
San Pete County, Utah, and madetheta hometheae, battdtng a ntce
batch house fioa theta aestdence wtth theta names engaaved tn a stone
ptate ovea the dooa. They made theta hometheae anttt 1879. Some
ttme tn 7879, Paestdent John Taytoa was anxtous to have the Satnts
get a fioothotd tn some netghboatng states and teaattoates and made
catts fioa some ofi the peopte that weae abte to go to paats ofi the
countay. In 1879, Baothea Hetsett, atong nath otheas, aecetved a
catt fiaomApostte Eaastus Snowto go to Castte Vattey, Utah, and
hetp settte up that paat 05 the coantay and aedeemthe waste ptaces.
In the spatng ofi 1880, anothea catt came fiaomApostte Snow ashtng
Baothea Hetsett to moveto the San Lats Vattey, Cotoaado. when he
ashed why so many catts came so ofiten, he was so tnfioamed that the
baothean then tn the San Lats Vattey had aecommendedhtm as a veay
suttabte man to be catted to that htgh, cotd cttmate. Uponthts
aecommendatton, Apostte Snowhad catted htm to help cotontze tn
Cotoaado, fioagetttng that he had paevtousty catted htm to Castte
Vattey. Accoadtngty, Baothea Hetsett and fiamtty movedto the San
Lats Vattey tn the fiatt 05 1880, wheae they settted on a quaatea
sectton 06 tand as a homestead.
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Carl Fredrickson was typical of the men called on missions to Colorado
as he willingly shared his knowledge of farming methods with his friends.
He was especially adept in the art of stacking grain, and it was an
amazing sight just to watch him work, as he made a little shock of grain
in the middle of a fifteen foot circle, then, as each bundle was thrown
to him, it was piled with the head inside, slightly up, and the butt end
toward the outside. Fredrickson would then get in the middle of the
stack on his knees, placing the bundles in the proper position as he
pressed down and hopped around the stack on his knees hour-after—hour.
The task was extremely ardorous, and it seemed that the manwas untiring
in his strength. His stacks were rainproof, and this was a very important
factor since threshing was frequently not accomplished until the middle
of the winter.

The settlements at Manassa and Ephriam flourished under the support of the
Utah families, and, when word of the expected arrival of more Mormons
reached Alamosa, twenty miles to the north, the Alamosa Independent pub­
lished in that city reported:

The Moamohcolony at MahaAAa.tAexpecting ah addtttoh 05 tome 35
fiamttteb. 15 they ate 05 the Aamehoheot, tnduéihtcub Q£aAAat ouh
fiatehda who have ttved theae fioh the pabt yeah on two, they ate wet­
cometh the eoahthy. Thtb eotohy hat taheh ah appaheht bahheh Aecttoh
05 the couhthy, and wtth thhtgattoh and hand woah have hatted good
aaopA mahthg a gaadeh Apot 05 the ptaee. Thehe tt hoom fioh a taage
humbea 05 them at Mahatta and Ephatam and they wttt mahe the Aoatheah
pant 05 the San Lutb Vattey at 6K0u&tAhtHgat theta phedeeettont dtd
the then ahpaomttthg Satt Lahe Vattey 05 Utah.

It is said that soon after the settlers had planted their crops and were
looking forward to a good harvest, word got around the state that there
was a Mormoncolony doing quite well with irrigated lands etc. This land
had possibly been taken without proper title, and it was to be held for
sale at public auction sometime in August of the first season.

A representative from a land company in Denver had reportedly made the
statement, "If the land's good enough for the Mormons, it's good enough
for us.” He thought he could probably purchase it at a very cheap price
after the Mormonshad improved it with fences, ditches, etc. The colon­
ists were quite worried about it. Silas S. Smith was aware of the effort
that had gone into the establishment of the colony, and he knew it would
mean complete ruination if someone bought the land “out from under” them.
He feared that, in competitive bidding, there was no way the settlers
could raise sufficient moneyto out-bid the Denver firm.

Taking all things into consideration, Smith arose one bright sunny morning
in early August, looked at the promising crops and said, "I wish there'd
come a right good freeze. If we could just have a right good freeze in
the next few days, I'd be satisfied to have twenty five good years.”
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The sixth day of August dawned with a cold chill in the air. By evening
it was obvious that there was going to be frost! The wheat, just going
into the milk, was practically ruined. The place was a sad looking sightindeed.

It just happened that this was the night before the train stopped at The
Tank (La Jara) with the land agent on board for an inspection of the valley.
He got off, took a short drive around the area, and returned with the state­
ment that the season was too short for it to be a practical investment
for his company.

Not given to a great deal of preaching, Smith was a man of action. Like
other great menof his generation, he labored under inspiration, but had
to be pretty tough to have even existed. There was no way a timid, mealy
mouthed man could face the problems of colonization; the job required a
good deal of “iron” in the system. Smith was not only responsible for
purchasing the land, but it was also his job to see that proper use was
madeof it and, especially, that it was paid for according to promise.

The settlement of Ephriam was made up of a number of converts from the
south, as well as some from Utah, and a small villiage of tents and dug­
outs soon sprang up. Life in this colony was particularly rugged as Mary
(A.P. Poulson) Heiselt's history indicates:

On the maantng 05 Novembea 7, 1880, Fathea (Hans Hetsett), James
Otteson, my baothea—tn-taw, and Chats Coanum, my coustn, staated to
the west mountatns. whenthey tefit, the sun was shtntng, but by
afiteanoon a teaatbte bttzzaad had comeup. Mothea, ststea Anna, and
the two babtes, ststea Stna, and mysetfiweae atone tn the tent.
whtte Mothea was wondentng how we woutd get by the stoam, tum young
men came to the dooa seehtng shettea fiaomthe stoam. Mothea aetuc—
tantty attowed them to stay. Theystayed up att ntght and hept fitae.
These two young menstayed att wtntea, buttdtng themsetues a dug—out.
Towaadspatng, one ntght they dtsappeaaed. we neuea heaad 05 them
agatn. when Fathea aetuaned, they aeattzed they woutd not be abte
to buttd houses so they made a dug—out fioua fleet undeagaound and
fioua fieet above gaound, put tn a good tooa and boaaded up to the
suafiace, had one wtndowon each stde 03 the entaance. Thus we ttued
att.nwntea. Duatng the wtntea, ststen Anna's baby tooh whooptng
cough and dted, and tn the spatng Fathen homesteaded one hundaed
andstxty aches o5 tand. Hewas onty attowed to aetatn stxty aches.

Log cabins were built in Ephriam the following spring, and the villiage
housed about twenty families. A one—roomlog building was constructed;
here, Sunday church services were conducted, school was held, and the
residents gathered for entertainment purposes.

A dance was being held in the log building one winter night when it was
discovered that the gentle snowfall of early evening had changed to a
heavy storm accompanied by chilling wind. An eastern blizzard blew in
with all its fury. The gaiety of the crowd changed rapidly to fear as
they faced the grim realization that they could not return to their
homes in safety. Horses and wagons that had delivered the young folks
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merrily to the dance were ill—equiped to face such a storm. Tragedy
was averted as the benches and furnishings in the building were burned
in order to keep the crowd from freezing to death.

John Harrison opened a store with total assets amounting to three dozen
eggs and a five dollar bill. Real "cash money“was practically non­
existent; butter, eggs, and grain were exchangedfor the necessities
of life with the change being given in dubills that were acceptable
for occasional dance tickets or other services that could not be bought
at the store.

Harrison kept books on his business, and on one occasion a customer came
into the store to settle his account only to find that he was charged
with the purchase of a cheese. This was done by marking a circle in
the charge side of the day book. The customer remarked, “I never bought
a cheese from you in my life.” “well,” asked the storekeeper, "Did you
buy a whetstone?“ "Yes," was the answer. “I see,” returned Harrison,
“I forgot to put the square hole in the middle of it.”2

Because the people of Ephriam were mostly of Scandanavian origin, a few
meetings were held in the Danish tongue. Danish was nearly enough like
the Norweigan and even the Sweedish that everyone could get by with it.
However, they never pushed the old language; everyone made an effort to
learn English as soon as possible, and second generation children grew
up knowingbut little, if any, of the old language. HermanMiller re­
membersof having heard his father use one Danish phrase repeatedly in
conversation with his mother. when he asked the meaning of jag ezahen
dig, he was told that it was Danish for "I love you."

There was no way for the settlers to buy a load of hay or straw. Many
made trips to the La Jara Creek bottoms with borrowed mowers to cut
grass and cattails on the ice.

Food was barely adequate; the people ate bread and salt side when they
had it. In the spring, they cooked greasewood for greens. Thickened
milk was frequently the entire noon or evening meal, and for breakfast,
stale bread steamed in a skillit with water and a little grease was
sometimes accompanied by fried pork. On the rare occasion when a few
prunes or plums could be packed on burrows from Espanola, NewMexico,
families feasted on the Danish delicacy, “Sweet Soup.”

Families were frequently without kerosene for their lamps. At such
times, a twisted rag laid in a saucer of pork grease offered a dim
light known,quite fittingly, as a “witches light.“

The cry of the newborn brought cheer to the community. Maggie Poulson
was the first child born at the settlement, having come into the world
on September 29, l88l. She was joined by Rose Reed, who arrived the
following day.

2Fred T. Christensen, The La Jara Gazette, December 15, 1925­
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As has always been the case, young people sought the companionship of
others their age. They delighted in getting together at a private home
and calling in a fiddler to play for a square dance on the bare wooden
floor of the best room of the house. Old Mr. Thomas could do a clever
impersonation of a ”cacklin' hen“ and was much in demand as an enter­
tainer.

A large house was built on the Joe Poulson ranch, and two wells flowed
in the big center room. This unique setting offered an excellent place
for couples to dance the Trolley Hopsey, Rochester Scottish, and the
Versovian.

Martin Christensen owned a portion of what is now the V-Heart Ranch.
This section of the river had growing on it some of the very few trees
in the area. These trees were a source of great pleasure to the young­
sters, and Sunday afternoons found them heading for the Christensen
place, where they made swings in the trees, went swimmingin the river,
and played other outdoor games.

It was about this time that the Mormonsintroduced a new crop to the
region. It was called Alfalfa. Manywere uncertain of its success be­
cause of the heavy winter kill, roots that were too heavy to plow, and
the fact that only one cutting could be obtained as a result of the short
growing season. It was considered to be a high risk crop!

Little but precious history is available concerning the days of the church
in Ephriam. Even though the sojourn of the Saints there was short, it is
extremely vital to this history for it was from the settlements at Ephriam
and Richfield that the main body of people relocated in Sanford.

Peter Rasmussen is known to have served as Bishop of the ward. Having
been born in Denmark, the bald and bearded gentleman had many of the
strong characteristics that went into the molding of the early day member­
ship of the church. A little on the short side, he stood tall in leader­
ship. A former Bishop of the Salina ward in Utah, he was called by Apostle
Francis M. Lymanto take a much-needed skill to the settlers in Colorado.
He was, by trade, a cobbler, and his services were greatly needed in the
pioneer settlement.

Rasmussen was kind, honest, and patient. He offered wise words of council
to those over whomhe was appointed leader, and he was much loved by his
congregation. His granddaughter, Clara Johnson, recalls especially his
handwriting. She says that his hand was quite trembly, it being necessary
for him to use his left hand to support his right as he wrote, but the
result was a penmanshipof unbelievable clarity and beauty.

Rasmussens counselors were Jordan Brady and ?

One record book was available, and from it comes the only information
about the activities of the residents. Minutes of meetings held there
provide names of some of the people as well as a bit of insight into
their lives. Excerpts from the book follow:
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Mtnutea neaonded at the ongantzatton meettng 05 the Voung Ladtea Mutual
Impnouement Aaaoetatton, Ephntam wand, San Luta Stahe, Conejoa County,
Colonado. Auguat 26, 7884

Funda: 70 eenta tn papen

Ofifiteena: Many A. Hetaelt, Pneatdenteaa; Annte Connumand Stna C.
Hetaelt, Counaelona; Rene Chntatenaen, Secnetany; Letttta Thomaa,
Aaatatant Secnetany; Sanah Raamuaaen, Tneaaunen

Jondan Bnady, Stdney Peeplea, HowandConay, and Pneatdent Stlaa S. Smtth
penfionmed neeeaaany ondtnance/3 fion theae ofifitee/za.

The meettng waa called to onden by Pneatdenteaa, ManyHetaelt. Stngtng,
"we Thanh Thee O God Fon A Pnophet,” Pnayen by Staten Raamuaaen. Staten
Raamuaaenwaa called on to apeah; ahe aatd ahe thought we ahould netneneh
pntde and pnacttce hometnduatny - aatd we ahould leann all that waa good
and ahould alao be obedtent to oun panenta. She alao aatd a fiewwonda
about leanntng hand wonh, aatd to wonhlthe atatena togethen. Staten
Sanah Raamuaaen apahe a flewwonda 05 eneounagement. Staten Albentha
Bnadyaatd ahe had belonged to theae meettnga atnee ahe waa ten yeana
old and fielt benefitted theneby. Staten Hetaelt and Annte Connumalao
apalze a fiewwonda. The Pneatdenteaa aatd ahe had not attended the/se
meettnga but fielt lthe gotng ahead. GnandmaPoulaon aatd ahe thought
tt waa good fion ua to come togethen and be untted tn all we do. Pno—
gnammewaa made out flan next meettng. Stngtng, "whene The Votee 05
Fntendahtp’a Heand," Benedtctton by Rene Chntatenaen, Seanetany.

Donattona wene: I0 eenta Annte Connum, Btahop Raamuaaen 50 aenta,
Amelta Chntatenaen 5 eenta tn papen.

Membenaennolled: Many A. Hetaelt, Annte Connum, Stna Hetaelt, Rene
Chntatenaen, Lettttta Thomaa, Sanah Raamuaaen, Albentha Bnady, Mantha
Bnady, Many Bnady, Amelta Chntatenaen, Many Hetaelt, Many Reed, Ltllte
wtlaon, Many Chntatenaen, Hannah Thomaa, Melltaa Reed, Ellta Connum,
Keatah Cheney, Joaephtne Reed, Edna Conay, Annte Otteaon, Lucy Pendegnaaa,
Elmtna Han/zt/aon, Annettte Ch/ztatenaen, Many A. Raamuaaen.

The Ephntam Pntmany Aaaoetatton waa ongantzed Auguat 23, 1884, wtth
Staten Annette Chntatenaen aa Pneatdent, Staten Boletta Bloch aa Ftnat
Counaelon, and Staten Keatah Cheney aa Second Counaelon. Mtaa Mantha
Bnady waa Seenetany and Amelta Chntatenaen Aaatatant Seenetany. Mtaa
Albentha Bnady aenved aa Tneaaunen.

Theae atatena wene all fiatthfiul wonhena, holdtng Pntmany meettnga each
week. In theae meettnga, thene wene opentng exenctaea o5 pnayen, noll
call, a ahont pnognamby the ehtldnen eonatattng 05 aong, neettattona,
and dtaloguea. Stontea finomthe Btble and Book ofi Monmonwene told to
the ehtldnen. The ofifiteena alao told fiatth pnomottngatontea and taught
the ehtldnen the pntnatplea ofi the goapel and the tmpontance ofi pnayen.
They taught by example —love, htndneaa, cheenfiulneaa, and obedtenee to
the Pnteathood.
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Conjotnt meettngt began tn 7885. Mtnutea 05 one 05 the meettnga:

Pneatdent C.J. Btoch catted the meettng to onden, Pnayen by L.E. Bnady;
Addneaa by J.E. Raémubbenand Renttatton by Lettttta Thomaé. A Setect
Readtng amt gtven by J.C. Thomab and an Eaaay by Annte Otteaon. H.K.
Conay, aoatoted by Many E. Conay, Aang a Aong and a Poetny Readtng wan
gtven by Many A. Hetbett. Eaaay by Andnew Rabmutben, Dtatogue by Emetta
Chntttenaen, ManyHettett, and Stna Hetnett, Setect Readtng by Davtd
Chntatenten entttted ”HtntA On Coantthtp." Song by Mantha Bnady and
Anthanta wttton, Rebttatton by w.w. Thomaaand Pnoae Readtng by Stna
Hetbett. Ctanence Chntttenaen gave a Reattatton, and an Addneta wan
gtven by Keatah Cheney. J.C. Btoch Aang a bong, Many Reed gave a
Reéttatton, Jondan Bnady ofifiened Remanhnand an Eaaay wan by Annte
Connam. Then, a netttatton by J.L. Reed, Aong by Edna Conay, and
w. Kntght finomRtchfitetd and Ephntam Montenaen apohe. Gnoap Atngtng
fiottowed and Benedtctton wan by N.H. Hetaett. Mtnatea by Letttta
Thomazs, See/tetany.

Othen Conjotnt Meettngo tnctuded Stamp Speechen, ComteSonga, Javentte
Readtngt, and Btanh Venoe.

The Ephntam Rettefi Soctety wan ongantzed on Augutt 17, 7884

Pnettdent, Manganet Ranmunnen; Many Coney and Mena Connum, Coanoetonn;
Annte Ottebon, Secnetany; Annte Connam,Anatttant Secnetany, Lantena
(Sena) Hewett, Dteazsunen.

Rettefi Soctety meettngt wenehetd tn the ttttte tog battdtng, wtth fiaat
meettngo at 10:00 a.m. on two Thanoday monntngt. Tenttmony meettngn wene
hetd duntng the afitennoona o5 the name daya. Teachen'¢ Meettnga and
wonhMeettngt wene bcheduted on attennattng Thanndayt, and the tadten
combtned cattune wtth tnduatny at they Aewedand wove canpet naga, pan­
ttctpated tn the KQAAOHA,and enjoyed each othen'4 company. Donattont
to the Soctety wene ttemt Auch an eggt, canpet nagt, bann ofi homemade
Aoap, Apootn 05 thnead, on whateven ttemo ofi vatue the membent coatd
donate.

From the Manuscript History of The Church comes the foiiowing information:

when Pnentdent John Tayton and htb panty utotted the San Luta Vattey tn
1885, they tnaueted thnoagh the countny tn dtfifienent Amatten companten,
bat the membenn05 each Aquad wene tnnptned, at they jounneyed thnoagh,
to potnt out the gnoand upon whtch Sanfiond nowAtandn at the moat tutt­
abte and conatntent ptace fion the peopte ofi Rtchfitetd and Ephntamto
concentnate thetn efifiontz. Conaeqaentty, a numbenofi bnethenn who had
fionmentytoeated tn the ptacet named, an wett an ettewhene, dectded to
move to Sanfiond and a townttte wan accondtngty Aanveyed tn 1885.

The move from Ephriam to Sanford was begun in 1886, taking several years to
accomp1ish; so it was that the sett1ement of Ephriam ceased to be and
Sanford was born!

Since Sanford is the foca1 point of this history, its record is treated
separately in Part II of the book.

20



RICHFIELD

when Thor N. Peterson received his call from President John Taylor asking
him to move to Colorado, he did not realize that this mission would consume
the remainder of his lifetime. In his journal, he stated, "went on a mis­
sion to Colorado on September ll, l880.” The return date is left blank.

Of rugged Scandanavian stock, Peterson had been born in Denmark. Upon
embracing the LDSGospel, he made the trip to America, and from the east­
ern coast, the family headed to Utah to join the Mormonsthere. Their
modeof transportation was a hand cart, which Peterson pushed all the
way, while his wife, Maren, walked along beside him carrying their six
month old child in her arms in typical Mormonpioneer fashion. Such stam­
ina as these people had!

Peterson was a rugged man, over six feet tall, with dark brown hair, grey
eyes, and a bearded face. His strong shoulders were equal to the task,
while his character was staunch and unbending; as far as he was concerned,
everything was either black or white, right or wrong; there were no grey
areas. His word was his bond.

Always an early riser, his motto seemed to be to get up early-so he could
get to work early—so he could get to bed early-so he could get up early­
and repeat the process.

A manof manyskills and great ingenuity, Peterson had studied medicine in
the old country. It was his intention to continue this line of work when
he reached the land of promise. Fate, however, had not decreed that he
was to be a medical man. He did, however, perform throughout his lifetime
those services that he had been required to do, being especially skilled
in the setting of bones. Veterinary medicine also fell his lot, and he
was, in addition, a farmer, stockman, self-made lawyer, surveyor, hunter,
leader, friend and neighbor. Amonghis outstanding characteristics was
generosity, and he placed high on his list of priorities looking after
the needs of the poor, ailing, orphans, widows, and whoever else was in
need.

His family remember that he knewwhat it was to be thankful for food.
No matter howmuch of his own effort went into providing the needs of
his family, he always considered these things to be gifts from God.

His daughter, Jennie Mortensen, recalls that he once worked one entire
summer for a cow hide, from which he made each of his family a pair of
shoes, and it is interesting to note that, although he prospered over
the years, the last pair of shoes he ever wore were of his ownmaking.

He was named wagon master of the twenty-nine wagon party that made its
way to Colorado in l880, and like Peterson, the other membersof the
party had found the good life in Utah, disposing of their property
there at considerably less than its acutal value in order to fulfill
the assignment they had been given to settle in Colorado.

T.A. Crowther, who had been working in southern Utah, received a com­
munication from Peterson stating that he was going to Colorado and
planned to take his daughter, Mary, with him. "If you want her,

21



you had better comeget her," Peterson advised Mary's suitor. Crowther
was prompt to appear upon the scene, the 1overs were married, and the
trip to Co1orado was a11 the honeymoon they ever had.

Amongthose in the wagon train were Martin Christensen, Hans Heise1t, and
wi11iam C. Christensen. Arriving in Manassa in the fa11 of 1880, they
spent the winter there.

Peterson found work putting up hay about fourteen mi1es north and a 1itt1e
east of Manassa. In going through that territory, he was attracted to a
piece of 1and about 3/4 mi1es east and 1/2 mi1e north of the present town
of La Jara.

In the fa11 of 1881, he, a1ong with his wife and their two sons, Peter and
Swen, his step-son, Erastus Beck, and his son—in-1awand daughter, T.A.
and Mary Crowther, moved to this 1ocation east of the Tank, which was to <
1ater become La Jara. The Wa11ace Young fami1y came soon after, and these
fami1ies 1ived at that 1ocation for about a year prior to the commingof
other pioneers.

After the construction of a dug—outfor temporary she1ter, the big job at
hand was the bui1ding of a ditch to get water from the Conejos River.

In aptte 05 deatttue eommentzthat the Moamontthought they coutd mahe l
watea huh up httt, Peteaton Aet about to accompttth the fieat. Ubtng
a IhanAiI 05 hit own mahtng, he made the Auhuey. The dttch waa com- ‘pteted with woah betng pehfioamed by T.N. Petehton, w.F.0. Beahmahh,
wattace Young, Eaattut Beck, and T.A. Chowtheh. watch wat auattabte
fioa chop tahtgatton tn the Apatng 05 1882.7

The first coop of wheat did not fu11y mature due to an ear1y frost, but
the sett1ers were not disheartened. They simp1y put their shou1ders to
the whee1 and tried again.

It was in 1882 that others from Utah joined these first pioneers at their
1ocation near Richfie1d. President John Tay1or issued ca11s to severa1
other Utah Mormons, and John Shawcroft was one who was ca11ed.

Shawcroft a1so received a 1etter from his friend, Thor N. Peterson, te11­
ing him that catt1e wou1d do very we11 in the San Luis Va11ey of Co1orado
and advising John to bring with him what catt1e he cou1d. Consequent1y,
a11 of Shawcroft's surp1us funds went for the purchase of catt1e, and of
the forty head that were driven to Co1oradoin that particu1ar train, John
owned about twenty—five.

There were ten wagons in the train, owned by the John Shawcrofts, Jens
Jensens, Jim Nie1sons, James Berthe1sens, John Guymons,Car1 Fredricksons,
Jim watsons, Chris Cornums, Peter Cornums, and John Morgans. Sena Jensen
then on1y fourteen years of age, drove One Of the Wa90nS­

Parting with friends and 1oved ones in Utah was sad indeed, and many of
the friends never saw each other again even though the distance is short

1Kate B. Carter, HEARTTHROBSOF THE WEST, 2nd Vo1ume, Daughters Utah
Pioneers, 1940.
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by present day standards.
were completed, they would return to Utah to live.

They had the hope that, as soon as their missions
For most of them, how­

ever, this was not the case.

Gladys Shawcroft, who has done a considerable amount of historical and gene­
alogical research, tells of the journey to Colorado:

The noate tnaveted Wat by way o5 Cabtte Vattey, acnott the Gneen Rtven
and the GnandRtven. I5 thoae whotnavet acnoaa that coantny now fitnd
tt a bteak and detotate coantny, they can Aympathtzewtth anyone Atant­
tng out by wagon to makethe tntp. Thene amne.no bntdget oven the tam
tange ntvent they cnobted and the mott dneadedthtng about the enttne
tntp waa fiondtngthene ntvent and getttng the cattte Aafiety acnota.
Nathan Shawcnofit, then thnee yeant otd, totd tn taten yeana ofi ntdtng
tn the back o5 a wagonand Aeetng the eana 05 the ttttte matet that
wene tied to the back ofi the wagonAttcktng oat 05 the waten at they
bobbed ap and down. The ptace whene they cnotted the Gneen Rtven wat
éouth a conbtdenabte dtatance finomwhenethe nattnoad cnobéet the Rtven
now. They cnoated the Gnand Rtven betow Moab, jutt befione the Rtven
goea tnto the box canyon. Somettmea when they fioand a ptace whene the
fieed and waten wene good, they woatd Atop fion a day on two and tet the
cattte neat. Thene wene Aevenat mttk cowatn the hend and theae bap­
ptted mttk and batten. It wat a.Atmpte matten to chann the batten by
ptactng the cneamtn a contatnen tn the eanty monntngand opentng tt
at noon to fitnd that the jott ofi the wagonhad channed the batten.

The fitntt tmpontant ptace that they cameto tn Cotonado wat Danango,
and the chttdnen wenetmpnetaed wtth the nattnoad tnatn, whtch they
Aawthene fion the fitntt ttme. Fnomthene, they went to Pagoaa Spntngb,
then to Chamaby way 05 Cambnet Pate (not the pneaent noate). Fnom
Chama, they tnaveted by way o6 the Lot Ptnot Cneek to Btghonn Moantatn,
then to the San Late Vattey on the Conejot Rtven above San Rafiaet.
They fiottowed the ntven downto Conejot and, at they came thnoagh
"Stntngtown," they AawMextcanAetttent catttng badty finozen wheat
aath cyeteb and cnadtet. It wan eanty Septembenand the atn wat coot.
what a dttcoanagtng ttght tt wat fionJohn Shaamnofitwhothen ttttte
neattzed that he woatd ttve oat htb nematntng dayt tn the btg vattey
now Apnead oat befione htm.

Tnavettng thnoagh the otd Spantth fiont at Gaadatape and nottctng that
thene wat a fitoan mttt at Conejoa, the panty madetit way to Manaééa.
Havtng been Aettted tn 1877, Manataa wat now a thntvtng commantty
by ptoneen Atandanda. They campedthene on the Ltttte Conejot Rtven
fion tevenat dayt befione gotng on to Rtchfitetd, whene they woatd make
thetn homet. The Connumfiamtty dtd not nematn tn Rtch5tetd,bat went
on to Ephntam, whene the Hettett fiamtty and othent finomSan Pete
County had atneady Aettted. Thene wene atneady thnee fiamtttea ttv­
tng tn Rtchfitetd, havtng come thene tn 1880-—the Thon N. Petenton
fiamtty, the T.A. Cnowthen fiamtty, and the wattace Voang gamtty.

The coantny waA veny fitat and bannen.
cet and veny fiewtneet between Gaadatape and Atamoéa.

Thene wene no hoatet non fien­
The tand wat
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coveted wtth bauah and gaeaaewood, and the eaaty fihoat waa evtdent
tn the vegetation. In 1880, the Denvea and Rio GhandeRattaoad
had been battt finomAtamoaato Antontto and about one mite weat 05
Rtehgtetd stood a waten tank and a Aeetton houae uéed by the natt­
aoad. Thta place waa eatted "The Tank" by Rtehfitetd Aettteaa.

Temporary tent-camp was set up at Richfield while the town was plated and
lots selected by the various families. A spirit of urgency prevailed in
regard to providing shelter before winter set in. It took about three
days for a wagon and team to get a load of logs from the west mountains,
but the trips were accomplished, and one trip was madeespecially to get
material to build a place of worship. The church was completed in l883.

The winter months were spent grubbing brush and clearing the land for
spring planting. Cattle were turned out to graze in the open country,
and ditches were dug, pole fences built, etc.

what a busy place the farming communityof Richfield was! Although it
never had a post office or store, it did have a very active community
life centered around its church and school.

The first public meeting in Richfield was held at the homeof John
Shawcroft in l882, with Apostles Joseph F. Smith, Wilford woodruff, and
Brigham Young Jr. in attendance. These men had come to organize the San
Luis Stake and the wards from Manassa, Ephriam, and Richfield. Selected
to lead the Richfield ward were Thor N. Peterson, Bishop, Milton H. Evans,
First Counselor, and Jens Jensen, Second Counselor.

Maria Guymonhad come from Utah in advance of her husband, John William
Guymon,and lived with the Peterson family for a short time. While there,
she gave birth to a daughter, Agnes, in the fall of l882. Agnes was the
first girl born in the community. The second child, and first boy, was
Lewis Edward Shawcroft, who first saw the light of day on Mayl0, l883.
Lewis (“Lew”) was a cattleman right from the start, and the story is told
of one Christmas during his early childhood when he received from his
good English Santa Claus a child-size pitchfork. what a joy it was to
the lad, who grew to knowa great deal about the business-end of a pitch­
fork, as did all of the cattle-raising Shawcroft boys!

Long hours of work called for some recreation. Dances were arranged with
Jordan Brady, will Thomas, and Joseph Mott providing dance music for young
and old alike. Brother Mott, with his large harp, was a familar sight
to the dancers.

In the spring of l884, more Utah families came, including the David
Reinbolts, and in the fall of that sameyear others came - Fred Shawcroft,
George Morgan, Charles white, Ephriam Coombs, and Mary Haggard included.

From l884—85, there was more grain grown in the vicinity of Richfield
than in the rest of the San Luis Valley, and George Morgan was a cham­
pion grain cradler, with the cradling of five acres a day not uncommon
for him. Morganalso rendered another valuable service by butchering
of livestock, for which he took the head and the heart as pay.
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Several Mortensen families were welcomed in the community in l885, as
was will Morris. These people were musicians, and they added greatly
to the morale of the community.

Surface wells supplied domestic water in the beginning, but these were
alkaline and water for drinking purposes became a problem. By l887,
this situation very nearly caused abandonmentof the villiage. There
was, however, a spring in the north part of town and it supplied good
water. Then, when it was discovered that artesian wells could be dug,
John Shawcroft drilled the first well in town.

Gladys Shawcroft remembers that well:

what wohdehfiufl memohiea we have 05 the atd wezt houae at G&andpa'A
ptace. Hownice it waa to go into 112 damp cootheaa on a hot day
and get a dhénh 05 waxeA,whehe the weti nah LMZDthe wateh box,
and heatdea that, thehe waa azwaga a hick tangy ahoma ghomthe
big cnocka and pana ofi milk, eheam, buiizhnxfih, cflabbeh, and
gheahzy made batten that chowdedthe wateh box.

Of course, romance blossomed in Richfield as it does the world around,
and the first wedding took place uniting Angeline Evans and Nick Miller
in the early spring of l884.

The first death to occur in Richfield was that of the mother of s.w. Hunt,
followed by the wife of Albert Coleman.

In l884, a Relief Society was organized with Mary A. Berthelsen as Pres­
ident, Mary Haggard, Maria Shawcroft, Counselors, Martha Guymon,Secretary,
and MaryCrowther, Assistant Secretary and Treasurer.

A Primary was organized in l886. Christiana Mortensen was the President,
Christiana Jensen and Mary Berthelsen, Counselors, EmmaA. Mortensen, Sec­
retary, and Margarite Evans, Treasurer.

That same year, an MIAwas begun with Martha Shawcroft, President. Mary
A. Crowther and Polly A. Shawcroft served as counselors, Mary Agard was
Secretary and MaryPeterson, Treasurer.

Sunday School officers were Soren C. Berthelsen, Superintendent. His
counselors were Carl C. Fredrickson and James C. Berthelsen, with Ephriam
Coombsas Secretary.

In the year of l887, Bishop Thor N. Peterson relocated in Sanford, as did
a numberof other families, upon the advice of church leaders. As a re­
sult, the Richfield Wardwas disorganized for several years.

On August l3, l89l, a special meeting was called for the purpose of once
again organizing a ward at Richfield. Apostle Francis M. Lymanand Stake
President Silas S. Smith were on hand, as were John Henry Smith, George
Goddard, B.H. Roberts, S.C. Berthelsen, and J.B. Forbes.
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The men of the Richfield communitywere asked to express their feelings
regarding such reorganization and, of course, all were in favor. Chosen
to lead the ward were Ephriam Coombs, Bishop; w.F.0. Berhmann and Peter
N. Guymon, Counselors. when Peter N. Guymonleft for a foreign mission
in l894, Jens Jensen acted as Counselor to Bishop Coombsduring his ab­
sence.

As always, the Relief Society sisters were the first to donate to a worthy
cause, and when a building fund was started for a new church in January
of l894, these ladies gave Sunday egg money to get the fund going.

The new chapel was completed in l903, and it was dedicated by President
Albert R. Smith. Cost of construction had been $2464.25 —hard earned
money from a devout congregation! In l929, a Relief Society room was
built on the north end of the chapel.

The melodious tones of a church bell beckoned church goers to the meetings.
This bell was donated by John W. Shawcroft and hung grandly in the belfry
tower for a number of years.

By l900, forty—six families resided in Richfield, with a total population
of 294.

Ephriam Coombswas extremely prominent in church and civic affairs. He
served as Secretary whenthe first school district was organized in the
San Luis Stake, and he was active in the establishment of the San Luis
Drainage District No. l.

OnJanuary ll, l900, a meeting was called to elect trustees to hold title
to real estate property for the Ecclesiastical ward in the San Luis Stake,
in trust for the membersof the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
Ephriam Coombs, w.F.0. Berhmann, and Peter N. Guymonwere named to the
board.

On November 3, l90l, David J. Coombswas sustained ward Clerk and Peter
N. Guymonwas released as Second Counselor to Bishop Coombs.

Songs of praise were sung by a ward choir with Robert N. Guymon, Ephriam
Coombs, Polly A. Shawcroft, and Sara Coombs in charge.

The records show that in Decemberof l906 the Bishopric selected Julia
A. Martin as Janitor of the church house at a salary of $3.00 a month,
with 50¢ extra when dances were held. Added to the regular janitor
work was the cleaning and filling of the coal oil lamps.

Of course, the MayDay celebration was big on the agenda of things to
look forward to, as spring struggled to make its appearance in the San
Luis Valley.

The communityof Richfield, like other places around, also celebrated
the Fourth-of—July in grand fashion. Committees were called to oversee
the festivities, and there is record of one dance committee having as
its members James P. Jensen, Frank B. Orton, James N. Shawcroft, and
Peter N. Guymon.

26



As was the case in many rural communities, the children from Richfield
eventually attended school in La Hara, which town boasted the first
consolidated school in the State of Colorado.

Richfield did not develop into a municipality, but has remained a farming
district on the rural route from La Jara, and manyof those who reside
there today are descendents of the original pioneers.

Other Bishops of the Richfield ward were:

l905—l908 John W. Shawcroft
l908—l9l2 Henry W. Valentine
l9l2-l932 David E. Shawcroft
l932—l935 James Nathan Shawcroft
1935-l939 o.w. Gylling
l939-l94l J. HowardShawcroft
l94l Merlin R. Manning

In l939, the ward was planning for a new chapel, and they were ready to begin
construction when the suggestion came from the first presidency of the church
that Richfield combine its moneywith that of La Jara and move to that location
in a larger building that would also house the San Luis Stake.

It was a tough decision for Richfield. Manassaalso found it difficult to
see the Stake headquarters changed after so manyyears.

The membership of the Stake complied, however, and on June l0, l949 9 Gov’
tract was let to the Oakland Construction Companyof Salt Lake City, Utah.
The MorganBranch joined the Richfield ward in their wh0le~hearted support
of the project.

From Richfield, came donations amounting to $70,000, plus donated labor and
materials - proof positive of their faith and dedication to the Gospel.

Old Folks Party, Richfield
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Elder AndrewJensen visited the San Luis Valley in the fall of T893 in the
interest of church history. He reported on the Manassa ward with branches
at Los Cerritos, Mountain View, and Fox Creek; the Sanford ward with East­
dale Branch attached; the Richfield ward with Blanco Branch, and the Beulah
ward.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

The body of Saints of Mountain View Branch consisted of members living in
a scattered condition west of Manassa, across the railroad track, and also
those living in and around the towns of Antonito and Conejos. The group
held meetings in a small house about 5 miles west of Manassa, and Elihu H.
Ball was the Branch President.

FOX CREEK

Fox Creek Branch was made up of T7 families living on Fox Creek, near the
Conejos River. Jensen stated that the people there had erected a “nice
respectable loq meeting house not far from the point where Fox Creek puts
into the Conejos River“ about l2 miles due west of Antonito.

Meetings, including Sunday School, were being held regularly under the
direction of Branch President, David Vance.

EASTDALE

Eastdale, a branch of the Sanford ward, was made up of a few families who
were trying to establish a settlement on Costilla Creek in Costilla County,
about 25 miles southeast of Sanford and across the Rio Grande River. The
townsite was located about lg mile north of the boundary line between
Colorado and NewMexico, approximately 4 miles northeast of the foot of
Ute Mountain.

A reservoir was being built, and settlement of the town was dependent upon
the success of that project, with the menof the town busily engaged in
its construction.

The only well in the settlement was the property of Christain Jensen, and
on this well all the people and domestic animals of the villiage were de­
pendent for their supply of water. Elder Jensen described the situation:

At eueay houn 05 the day, the uttttage ta the Acene 05 peopte, bacheta
tn hand, wendtng theta way to and fiaomthe éatthgut wett, whtch so fian
hat not fiatted to fiunntth the aequtttte. Beatta aae not atwayt ttbeaattg
Aapptted - att day tong hoaaea and cattte flatten aaoand the welt anx­
toatty watehtng theta chance fioa a datnh whtch can onty be obtatned
when some htnd heaated penaon daaan moae watea than hta own antmatt
need. The wett tA Atxty fieet deep, and hottttng 05 watea 50a 50 many
ttutng betnga tA not a Attght tabh.

Purchase of the Eastdale property had been made from the U.S. Freehold and
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Emmigration Company, with Anders and Ephriam Mortensen instrumental in the
transaction that took p1ace in 1889. The townsite was surveyed the fo11ow­
ing year, 1890.

The Eastda1e Branch was organized on August 23, 1891, with Simeon Dunn as
Presiding E1der. A church bui1ding was bui1t, and it a1so served as a
schoo1 house.

By 1893, there were 13 fami1ies (70 sou1s) residing in the sett1ement,
and on January 29, 1894, the Eastda1e ward was organized with Marcus 0.
Funk as Bishop. when Funk moved away, he was succeeded by Christain
Jensen, who he1d the office unti1 1900, at which time, due to difficu1ty
in obtaining water and other prob1ems, the sett1ement was broken up.

BLANCO

Members of the B1anco Branch resided on and around the Zapato Ranch im­
mediate1y northwest of Mt. B1anca. Severa1 sma11 creeks gushed from the
base of the mountain, and the popu1ation resided in the creekbed areas.

The Church purchased a portion of the Zapato Ranch, and it was known as
the “Smith Ranch,“ under the management at one time of “Haze” Haske11 and
members of his famiiy. A surveyor was hired to run a ditch; it was an
uphi11 proposition and the moisture seemed to disappear into the sand.

1

The sett1ement was ca11ed Uracca, and it had a postoffice that was oper- !
ated out of first one homeand then another. An ear1y day post master 1
was Mr. Rumsey, whi1e wi1ey F. King operated a store.

Lumber products, wood, posts, and po1es, were used extensive1y by the
sett1ers, and some sawmi11ina took p1ace. The grand 01d mountain was
generous in its supp1y of timber.

There was an ear1y day meeting house and a schoo1 that operated unti1 it
was conso1idated with Hooper and Mosca Districts about 1936. Annie E1iza
Ca1dwe11 Denton, Emma(“Em”) C1ark, and Nettie Ca1kins were scoo1 teachers
there.

Other re1igious groups a1so resided in Uracca, and a cemetery was set
aside manyyears ago, which is sti11 in use today.

Branch President of the B1anco Branch was wi1ey F. King.

BEULAH

The Chama River area in Rio Arriba County, NewMexico, was the home of the
members of the Beu1ah ward, 1ocated about 100 mi1es southwest of Manassa
and about 18 mi1es west of the vi11iage of Chamita, the nearest rai1road
station on the D&RGRai1road.

The sett1ement was made at an a1titude of 6,000 feet and on southern s1opes,
which made it a good fruit country, but the river was hard to contro1, with
quicksands and f1oods occurring frequent1y.
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The Mormonpeople purchased the land from the Mexican residents in l889
and struggled to make it a pleasant place in which to live. The ward was,
however, eventually abandoned.

In l89l, Eschel Fuller was made Bishop of the ward, and it was fully or­
ganized a year later, functioning for several years prior to its demise.

MORGAN

Situated about l0 miles northeast of La Jara and namedout of love and re­
spect for John Morgan, was the Morgan Community.

Amongthe first settlers at Morgan, were John Whitefield Hunt, J.D. Westbrook,
and Joseph Samples, with others joining them later.

It was in l886 that an irrigation ditch was made to water the crops, and
artesian wells were dug with nearly every family having its ownwell.

A log meeting house, built in l89O by freewill donation, served for church
meetings, school, and as a voting place for the Logan precinct.

The Morganstory is typical of the rural community,with facilities that
were adequate in the beginning but eventually became hopelessly outdated.
Passing years saw the consolidation of the small schools, and the Morgan
area, along with Richfield, was eventually absorbed by La Jara. The mem­
bers of the church then voted to join Richfield and La Jara in the building
of a new La Jara Ward and San Luis Stake house in La Jara; branch members
(approximately l2l) willingly contributed of their means, their time, and
their talents to the upbuilding of their newheadquarters.

Several people kept records of the Morgansettlement and some statistics
are available:

Sunday School was organized in l887, with Joseph Samples as Superintendent,
John Hunt and Leander Teams, Assistants. This organization operated under
direction of the Richfield Ward.

A Relief Society was organized prior to l895 with Margaret Hamil presiding.
It was later reorganized, and Mary M. Kelly served as President with Sarah
J. Linebaugh, Mary K. Rumsey, and Myrtle Brown her officers.

An MIAwas started in November of l889, under the direction of Martin Goodge
Price. J.D. Westbrook was named President, with Thomas Brown and J. Rutledge
as Counselors. Nettie Dyer acted as Treasurer and Myrtle Kelly was Music
Director.

From l893 to l9l2, Martin G. Price served as Branch President, and then
followed a period of time when the branch was disorganized. Whenit was re­
organized at a later date, under direction of the Richfield Ward, the superin­
tendent was John Wood. Edwin 0. Coleman and J. Elmer Mott were his Counselors.

Morgan became a branch in 1925; J. David Coombs served as Presiding Elder;
Ephriam Coombs, Superintendent; Edwin 0. Coleman and James Reid, Counselors.
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Branch Primary President was Ada Coleman, and Elizabeth Coombsand Myrtle
Brownwere her counselors. Prudence Mott was secretary-treasurer.

Ephriam N. Coombs was named Presiding Elder in l926, with James Reid and
Alfred Price as counselors. Ralph wood, Wallace Coleman, and Eugene Mott
were the Sunday School Superintendency, and Delsie Langston, Elizabeth
Coombs, Myrtle Brown, and Leona Sumners were the Relief Society officers.
Estella Reid served as Primary President, with Magruda Brownas secretary.

Alfred Price became President in l942, with James Reid, HanmerKelly, Harold
Brown, R. warren Coombs, and Glen G. Knight assisting him. Price was the
Bishop at the time the branch was incorporated with La Jara.

ROMEO

Romeowas first organized as a Sunday School in July of l9l8, with Nathaniel
P. Culler as Superintendent, Robert B.Edwards and William Walter Huffaker
as assistants.

Someyears later, the RomeoBranch of the Manassa ward was organized with
N.P. Culler as Presiding Elder and Sanford Hawkins as Branch Clerk.

The Presbyterian building in Romeowas purchased in 1930, and renovated for
use by the Romeogroup. An independent Branch was established March l936,
with Ray Hawkins as Branch President and Robert Elmer Edward and Christain N.
Harmsen as counselors and Horace N. Rumsey ward clerk.

At this time, the Bountiful District, which also belonged to the Manassa
ward, was added to the RomeoBranch. Boundaries were set at the Garcia Lane
west to the foothills, and the Meinzer Lane was the north boundary; the
Conejos River was the south line.

On September l6, l939, Romeobecame a ward with Albert R. hawkins as Bishop,
Robert E. Edwards and Christain N. Harmsen counselors, and Edwin T. Christensen
ward clerk.

Martin B. Mickelsen and Christain Harmsen also served as Bishops.

On November 2, l959, at a special stake meeting in Manassa, the members of the
Spanish American Mission of that portion of the San Luis Stake were added to
the ward.

The Romeo ward now meets in the Manassa—Romeoward Chapel at Manassa.

ALAMOSA

From l905 to l9ll, Alamosa was a branch of the Sanford ward. James W. Dyer
presided over the Branch, which was made up of three or four families with
about twelve members. Meetings were held in the Dyer home.

In l9ll, Alamosa became a branch of the western States Mission, with James N.
Dyer President, William T. Kirby and Josiah Alexander Harris as counselors.
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The membership had grown to about eleven families of forty members.
Meetings were held in a building on eighth street, as well as the Dyer
and Harris homes.

The first chapel was built at the corner of Tenth and State Streets, in
l9l4. This property had been purchased for $600.00, and the building was
constructed under President John L. Herrick. Peter Mortensen was the
contractor. Cost of construction was $l500.00, with the memberspaying
25%of the cost.

Eric Johnson, Eulys Guthrie, and Frank Barton served as Branch Presidents,
with Beulah Dyer as the first Relief Society President.

On April 22, l939, the Alamosa Branch became a ward. Eulys Guthrie was
the first Bishop, Horace Clyde Crowther and willard Fxanklin Payne were
counselors, and Alma Que Cunningham was the ward clerk. The membership
of 337 was, at that time, transferred from the Alamosa Branch of the
western States Mission to the Alamosa ward of the San Luis Stake.

Mambership has grown to a point where Alamosa now has a beautiful chapel
near the AdamsState College Campus, with two wards worshiping in the
building and an LDSInstitute located nearby.

San Luis Stake Singing Mothers
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Twe1ve Stake Presidents have served the San Luis and La Jara Stakes:

1878-1891 Si1as S. Smith, President; P1atte D. Lyman, Richard G. Camp,
Soren C. Berthe1sen, Edward Da1ton, wi11iam Christensen, Thomas A1ma
Crowther, Counse1ors; A1bert R. Smith, C1erk.

1892-1904 A1bert R. Smith, President; Oevi P. He1m, wi11iam Christensen,
Joseph Francis Thomas, Thomas A1maCrowther, Counse1ors; Lawrence M.
Peterson, Ne1son G. Sowards, Marcus 0. Funk, Stephen A. Smith, C1erks.

1905-1908 Levi P. He1m, President; Thomas A. Crowther, Erastus S.
Christensen, Counse1ors; Stephen A. Smith, C1erk.

1908-1913 Erastus S. Christensen, President; Erastus A. Nie1son, wi11iam
0. Crowther, Thomas D. Rees, Samue1 Jackson, Jun., Counse1ors; Stephen A.
Smith, C1erk.

1914-1918 HyrumS. Harris, President, wi11iam 0. Crowther, Samue1 Jackson
Jun., Counse1ors; Stephen A. Smith, C1erk.

1919-1924 wi11iam 0. Crowther, President; Samue1 Jackson, John W. Shawcroft,
Counse1ors; Stephen A. Smith, C1erk.

1924-1931 James P. Jensen, President; John B. Reed, John Jefferson Brady,
Counse1ors; Stephen A. Smith, James A. Ho1man, Counse1ors.

1931-1944 John B. Reed, President, Ni11iam Jackson, David E. Shawcroft,
Luther N. Bagwe11, Counse1ors; James A. Ho1man, C1erk.

1944-1952 HowardJ. Shawcroft, President; Verna1 J. Anderson, Ivan L.
Hansen, Ivan M. Thomas, Joseph C. Mortensen, Counse1ors; James A. Ho1man,
Wayne Rogers, C1erks.

1952-1959 wa1ter Fredrick Haynie, President; Ivan M. Thomas, Joseph
C. Mortensen, Counse1ors; WayneRogers, C1erk.

1959-1971 La Vere Bagwe11, President, Martin B. Micke1sen, E. Decker Haynie,
Counse1ors; Norris Anderson, C1erk; Jay Campbe11,Assistant C1erk.

1971-Present Robert warren Garris, President; A1fred Reese Jackson, John
Chester F1avin, Jr. C1etus "M" Gi11e1and, Counse1ors; Ra1ph A. Nie1son,
A1an W. Reyno1ds, C1erks; A1an W. Reyno1ds, Preston L. Stan1ey, Haro1d
Ea1ey, Louis E. Mott, Assistant C1erks.
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Alfred Jackson, Robert Garris, Cletus Gilleland
EPILOGUE La Jara Stake Presidency

August ll, l974, dawned gloriously on the prosperous San Luis Valley of
Colorado. Summer's fragrances permeated the air; the people looked for­
ward to a bountiful harvest.

AdamsState College, Alamosa, Colorado, was the scene that day of a very
large gathering of people, as a crowd of over 5,000 filled Plachy Hall
and overflowed into the adjoining fieldhouse that they might hear the
voice of Spencer W. Kimball, twelvth President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, a man revered by them as Prophet, Seer, and
Revelator.

The meeting climaxed a three—day youth conference sponsored by the La
Jara Stake of Zion for young people from that stake as well as from two
Denver stakes.

The old saying, "All is well in Zion,“ seemed to be fulfilled. The con­
gregation appeared to be enjoying the comforts of life. They were well
dressed, well fed, and in no apparent physical distress.

The President turned his remarks to the needs of people everywhere if
they are to fulfill their missions upon the earth. He stressed the
fact that, in these times of moral decay, marriage is honorable and
parents are held accountable for the upbringing of their children. He
recognized a need for people to place less value on personal pleasure,
more value on things of lasting worth, emphasizing the family unit,
with the father bearing the Priesthood of God, at the head of the house­
hold. His words seemed to endorse those of the late President David 0.
McKay,who had said, "No other success can compensate for failure in
the home."

Seated in the building were members of the recently re—namedLa Jara
Stake, which had long been the San Luis Stake, the name change having
taken place on January 28, l974, in conformation with church policy of
naming the stake for the city or town in which it is located.

The La Jara Stake, an ecclesiastical division comprising eight wards
and branches of the church, was under the following leadership:

Stake President, Robert WarrenGarris Assistant Clerk, Preston Stanley
First Counselor, Alfred Reese Jackson Assistant Clerk, Harold Ealey
Second Counselor, Cletus M. Gilleland Assistant Clerk, Louis E. Mott
Stake Clerk, Alan W. Reynolds



ward Leadership:

Alamosa First ward (450 Members)

John Kelly Schofield, Bishop
Rondall Van Phillips, First Counselor
Jerrold Dale Meyers, Second Counselor
Neil J. Hammer, Clerk
Roy S. McDaniel, Assistant Clerk
Stanley K. Carter, Assistant Clerk
Joel Anderson, Assistant Clerk
Eldon F. Morgan, Executive Secretary

Alamosa Second Ward (581 Members)

Edward RaymondBurger, Jr., Bishop
Victor EdwinJackson, First Counselor
Calvin Grant Crawford, Second Counselor
Carl H. workman, Clerk
Jimmy D. Hansen, Assistant Clerk
Jessee R. Booth, Assistant Clerk
Robert N. Gray, Assistant Clerk
James F. Holman, Executive Secretary

La Jara ward (444 Members)

Harold Dale Thomas, Bishop J
Thomas Howard Timmons, First Counselor T
John Gregory Bahr, Second Counselor ‘
Gerald Jay Rasmussen, Clerk TRoy Leland Coombs, Assistant Clerk

Larry Anthony Buhr, Executive Secretary
(This Bishop was reorganized Jan. l, l976,
as follows:

Gary Reese Shawcroft, Bishop
Thomas Howard Timmons, First Counselor
Gregory John Bahr, Second Counselor)

Manassa ward (4l9 Members)

Robert Bagwell, Bishop
Larry Darrel Smith, First Counselor
James Albert Claunch, Second Counselor
Judson H. Flower, Clerk
Hubert J. Smith, Assistant Clerk
Fred J. Koehler, Assistant Clerk
WayneRogers, Assistant Clerk
Kelly Sowards, Executive Secretary
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Rio Grande Ward (359 Members)

Hubert Fred Mortensen, Bishop
Roy Berneil Van Horn, First Counselor
Val Ryse Lowder, Second Counselor
John Wesley Miller, Clerk
Kenneth L. Shepherd, Assistant Clerk
Dennis Valentine, Executive Secretary

Sanford Ward (62l Members)
Jay Jackson, Bishop
Donald G. Larsen, First Counselor
Arnold T. Mortensen, Second Counselor
Quinten R. Crowther, Clerk
Robert G. Crowther, Assistant Clerk
Gene M. Poulson, Executive Secretary
Clayton O. Peterson,.ASSiStant Clerk
Mark Crowther, Assistant Clerk
(This Bishopric was reorganized in
l976, as follows:

Clarence L. Martin, Bishop
Clyde Mortensen, First Counselor
Kirt Valentine, Second Counselor
Lowell Morgan, Clerk
Mark Crowther, Assistant Clerk
Jack Signs, Assistant Clerk
Dennis Mortensen, Financial Secretary
Gaylon Mortensen, Executive Secretary
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Romeo Ward (435 Members)

Dennis F. Harmsen, Bishop
Ray Jackson, First Counselor
Frank A. Culler, Second Counselor
Alfred G. Christensen, Clerk
NormanL. Wilkensen, Assistant Clerk
Joseph P. Sutherland, Executive

Secretary
(This Bishopric was reorganized
August, l974, as follows:

Ray Jackson, Bishop
Frank A. Culler, First Counselor
Kelvin J. Huffaker, Second Counselor

Taos Branch (260 Members)
Steven L. Reed, President
Clyde E. Woodward, First Counselor
Eddie E. Padilla, Second Counselor
William S. STahman, Clerk
Roderick Thomas, Assistant Clerk
Larry C. Labrum, Executive Secretary
(This Bishopric was reorganized, l976,
as follows:
Eddie E. Padilla, First Counselor
William S. Stahman, Second Counselor
William Hawes, Clerk



PART II T
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The town of Alma, later to become Sanford, was established in the Na,
Sec. 29, T35N, Rl0E, NewMexico Principal Meridian; $.20, T35N, R25E,
NewMexico Principal Meridian, while a fraction of Sec. 20, T35N, Rl0E,
New Mexico Principal Meridian, comprised the fields north of town.
The first selection of the name Alma was given in honor of Thomas Alma
Crowther. when it was later discovered that there was already a small
Colorado town by the name of Alma, the name was changed to Sanford, for
Silas Sanford Smith, President of the San Luis Stake of the LDSChurch.

An eyewitness account of the Sanford flat gave a very unpromising pic­

we, Faed Chhtatenaen and I, aode the Sanfioad fitat when theae waa
nothtng but paahte doga, aattte Anahea, jack aabbtta —befioae the
town was movedtheae. we chaaed hohaea tn the eaat httta, Awum
the atuea togethea. The Aott haadey toohed tthe éott; it wabA0
day, and tt had atwaya been day. It wan even too day fioa bauah
to do good. The pattuae up and downthe atvea had Ztteaatty been
Aheeped to death. The veay flewtaeea had theta teavea and baancheé
eaten ofifi by aheep and goat» 40 that the tnunh waa bane fioa a tongway up the thee.

Total blocks commencingat the northeast corner of town were ll7 blocks,
with property being set aside for school, church tithing lots, and others
assigned as church property. An entire block was designated and reserved
for temple purposes, with a log church being erected on Lot #l in the
fall of l886.

Thor N. Peterson, with his homemadetransit, surveyed the town in October
of l885. He was assisted by his sons, Pete and Swen Peterson, T.A.
Crowther, Erastus Beck and several others. Governor Albert Mclntire is
believed to have done some surveying of property east of Sanford.

Bishop Thor N. Peterson of the Richfield ward was given the first choice
of all lots of entire townsite, plated and filed in the Conejos County
Recorder's Office. Bishop Peter Rasmussen, Bishop of Ephriam, was given
first choice of all lots on the south side, which in l889 was included in
the Sanford Land Company. The remainder of lots were drawn from a hat by
other pioneers, who immediately began to make settlement upon their pro­
perty.

]william MayChristensen, Personal Interview, Manassa, Colorado,
May, 1974.

2Chart—mapdrawn by Swen Peterson, now in possession of granddaughter,
Mary June Miller.
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Business lots were also designated, with a coop merchantile building
built on block #2. This store opened in l880, with James F. Crowther
as manager.

Log cabins were moved from Ephriam. A home was being built in Richfield
by Peter Mortensen; this homewas moved to Sanford and completed there.
AndrewPaulson built the first house in the new townsite. This building
still stands and it is located on the property nowbelonging to willie
Naranjo. The home had a pitched roof of shingles, two doors, two win­
dows, and two rooms. The logs were carefully chosen to size and laid
with precision which speaks for itself in the way the building has with­
stood the test of time. The Paulsons lived in this house for two years,
while Mr. Paulson and Mr. Timmsbuilt a red brick house on the corner
of the same block.

Elizabeth Young, a longtime resident of Sanford, told the following
story:

She and hen huaband aantved tn Sanfioad tn 7885, wtth two babteé and
$15.00. Theta fithbt homewab a gaanaay that waAtoaned to them unttt
they coutd get a bettea home. The onty meat they had was jach nabbtt.
0n moonttght ntghta, the menwoatd htde by Amatt hay Atacha and httt
the nabbttn aath etubb aA they came out to eat the hay.

Athatt Aeaued at a teauentng agent 5oa.thetn baeadb. Athatt MMA
Aeooped up and put tnto wagon DOXQAand hauted to ttueatoeh to
Aeaue the need o5 Aatt. Any Amatt Ztvebtoeh had to be ueay cane­
fiutty gaanded gaomeoyoteb, who Ahoaed ueay ttttte fiean ofi the
new Aettteaé. Manyttmeb, a pack 05 fioaa on fitve eoyoteA would
mahe taattA CZOAQto the eabtnA.

In Aaguat o5 1885, the wheat fiaoze. Havtng nothtng QKAQto make bnead
05, they had to uae tt anyway. The baead waa Attehy and btaeh, but
tt Aeaved to Aupptement the meagea diet 06 the AatntA thaough the tong
hand wtntea.3

The valley was rich in wildlife, and the pioneers depended heavily upon this
source of supply to provide meat for their table. Deer, elk, and antelope
were stalked by the hunter, and the most important game animal in the county
was the little conejo (rabbit) —cottontail and jack. It was often a matter
of beating the lean, scraggy, Carnivorous coyote to his prey, and when rab­
bit drives were held, it was not uncommonfor the men circling an area of
rabbit habitat to turn up a couple of wiley coyotes in the center of the ring.

3Morgan, Hemming La Monte, THE LATTER DAY SAINT MIGRATION TO COLORADO
ANDTHEIR COLONIZATIONPERIOD, Historical Research, Paper to Dr. Green,
AdamsState College, Unpublished. (From a personal interview with Elizabeth
Young, age 92, Vanderpool Home, Monte Vista, Colorado)
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The cottontail was a tender morsel, while the jack was tough and stringy,
but it was soon discovered that ground jackrabbit could be added to pork
sausage to stretch that product considerably.

RoyMartin's autobiography is filled with fishing stories, and he would
often return from the river with hundreds of fish. This cannot be consid­
ered unsportsmavlike, as it would be today, for it must be rememberedthat
the pioneer men fished and hunted from necessity. The game was never
wasted. Martin told of having brought the fish home in gunny sacks, then
”salting them down” for future use. Colorado trout was then, as now, hard
to beati

The praire chicken (grouse) was hunted, while waterfowl, ducks and geese,
provided welcome variety. The bagging of an occasional wild turkey called
for a big feast.

The Martins and the Hostetters were logging people from Wisconsin. They
had helped cut timber for the NauvooTemple,floating the logs down the
Black River Falls to Nauvoo. With this kind of experience behind them,
they were naturals to tackle the job of building bridges and headgates
in Conejos County. Roy cut the timber for the piling and drove piles
for the Conejos River Bridge east of Sanford, as well as numerous others
in the locality.

Nephi Hutchins, also from Wisconsin, was a sawmiller, and his son, Jess,
joined him in the business.

There were manyskilled carpenters and builders in Sanford. It would be
impossible to name all of them, but a parital list includes Mr. Timms,
Peter Gylling, S.C. Berthelsen, Pete Mortensen, Jim Nielson, Leonard
Neilson, Mr. Patterson, the Canties, HolmMortensen, Jim Hutchins, Ernest
Wright, Jim Daniels, Chester Reynolds, Ed Morgan, Joe Holman, Dan Daniels,
Niels Jepperson, Francis Whitney, Larry Whitney, Derrill Mickelsen, and
Francis Whitney.

Well drilling was a high priority job, with first flow water being located
at about 40-60 feet and the next flow at 80-120. The first well in town
was drilled on the corner of the block where Richard Westbrook now lives.

Roy Martin and membersof his family drilled many of the early wells.
A.R. Martin (“Duff”) and Dorrell Cornumwere on hand to dig wells, and
Dorrell was also a plumber.

Sanford, like Manassa, erected a bowery patterned after the one in Salt
Lake City, with poles supporting a roof of timbers covered with brush.
Meetings and entertainments were held there.

All work and no play would have been a dull diet indeed, and these hard
working people needed recreation in order to balance their lives. Holidays
were said to have been a great deal of fun for young and old. Jennie
Peterson reports:
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Oan hotidayi wene att o6 oun own mahing. Evenyone joined in and
heiped. May Day wai a big day, with a queen cnowned with fitowena,
a Jack-In—The—Gneen,and a may pate, which wan bnaided by the
youngen chitdnen, uiuaiiy unden the dinection 05 the Pnimanyog­
gicena. A pnognam fieatuned the cnowning 05 the queen and, in the
afitennoon, a chitdnen'A dance wai heid in the oid ned bnich haii.
05 counoe thene wai a bait game - Sanfiond had a ueny excetient
bait team and evenyone tanned out to cheen fion the team. The
gamewai piayed in the oid bait panh, whene a gnanditand had been
buitt. Laten in the afitennoon, thene wene fioot nacei and noveity
nacei, with thinga winding up in the evening with a dance in the
ned bnich Aociai haii.

The Founth-05—Juiywai aiio a big day. Eaniy in the monning, (at
daybneah), we wouid hean the cannoni go ogfi. Mn. JQAAHutchihA
wai uiuaiiy the one to do thib, and it waa a thniii to hean and
hnowthe cetebnation waa andemoay.

Manypnepanationi wene made fion the hoiidaya, aa they wene commun­
ity.afi5ainA and tooh the coopenation o5 evenyone. Richfiieid and
La Jana joined in with Sanfiond. we had a ueny fiine bhabb band, and
at nine o'cioch they Atanted going finomhouae to houie Aenenading.
They wene aii Aeated on a hay nach with a fiine pain o5 honiei putt­
ing it. At each houie whenethey Atopped, they wene tneated to
Aomething ipeciai —uiaaiiy a giaia o5 coid iem0nade,DaniAh been,
coohiei, cahe, etc. I ofiten wondenedhowthey couid hotd aii the
tneati; I gaei they didn't have any bneahfiait befionethey iefit
home.

I can weii nemembenmy Mothen mahing the been, cahe, coohiea, ice
cneam, and fiixing a big dinnen at Aevenai 05 oun neiativea iived
on nanchea and pianned to Apend the day in town anth ui. Mypanento
wouid aiao Aeii homemadecahe, ice cneam, and iemonade out o5 the
bach doon ofi my Fathen’A Atone, which fiaced the bait panh. Theae
wene big daya gon "ui hida,” but I don't hnow how my panenti Aun­
uived the hoiidayi.

Menlooked for employment wherever they could find it. Manycut ties for
the railroad, worked in the mines at Summitville, worked on reservoir or
road projects, or whatever. Often times, this meant that they must walk
from Sanford to their place of employment, spend the week there, and walk
back on the weekend.

Life was hard, but life was good, and for the most part the people of
Sanford were looking anxiously to the future, when they would reap the
fruits of their labor. Most of them were accustomed to hard work and
sacrifice, so life in Colorado was not, in that way, different from
the life they left behind.

Families were very close to one another, and people seemed to have time
for friendship, visiting, and enjoying each day as it camealong.
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Sanford was incorporated in l907, with Swen Peterson, Mayor, and F.M.
Mortensen, Clerk & Recorder.

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF SANFORD, COLORADO

Ordinance I —An Ordinance providing a Town Seal.

ORDINANCEII - An Ordinance concerning the election of Board Of Trustees
of the town of Sanford, Colorado.

ORDINANCEIII - An Ordinance defining the duties and powers of the Board
of Trustees. (Ten Sections)

ORDIANCNEIV - An Ordinance regarding the appointment of officers by the
Board of Trustees. (Seven Sections)

IRDINANCEV - An Ordinance presceibing the duties of town officers and
fixing their compensation.

Article #l - TownMarshall (Six Sections)

Article #2 - Street Commissioners (Three Sections)

Article #3 —TownTreasurer (Nine Sections)

Article #4 - Police Magistrate

Article #5 —Town Clerk (Three Sections)

ORDINANCEVI - An Ordinance concerning licenses.

Article #1 Licenses (Six Sections)

Article #2 - Saloons and Liquor Dealers (Eight Sections)

Article #3 - Auctioneers (Three Sections)

Article #4 - Peddlers (Four Sections)

Article #5 —Exhibitions (TwoSections)

ORDIANCNEVII - An Ordinance concerning Poll Tax for streets & Bridges.
Nine Sections)

ORDINANCEVIII - An Ordinance relating to Misdemeanors:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF SANFORD:

Section l Any person or persons who shall, within the limits of
the town of Sanford, carry upon or about his or her person any pistol,
revolver, bowie knife, dirk raisor, sling shot, sand bag, brass knucks,
or knucks made of other material, or who shall carry concealed upon
or about his or her person any other deadly weapon, shall be deemed
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guilty of a misdemeanorand, upon conviction, shall be fined not to
exceed Three Hundred Dollars —provided, however, that this shall
not apply to any sheriff, constable, policeman, or other peace of­
ficer while on duty.

Section 2 It is hereby made the duty of the Marshall and Policeman
of the town to search with or without a warrant all persons who are
suspected of violating this ordinance and take any and all persons
so violating this ordinance before the Police Magistrate of the townfor trial.

Section 3 All concealed weapons taken from parties violating this
ordinance shall be forfeited to the town and be confiscated and sold
at auction by the TownMarshall and the proceeds of such sale to go
to the benefit of the Townof Sanford.

Section 4 If any person shall aid or assist or attempt to aid or
assist any person confined in the town jail or lock-up to escape
from such confinement or shall without the consent of the person in
charge of such place of confinement introduce any spiritous, vinous
or malt liquors to any inmate. he shall upon conviction be fined in
a sum not exceeding Three Hundred Dollars.

Section 5 That any prostitute, courtesan, or lewd womanwho shall
by word, gesture, or action, play or attempt to play her vocations
upon the streets, highways, or alleys; or from the door or window
of any house, or in any public place within the limits of the town
of Sanford, shall upon conviction be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and fined in a sum not less than Three Hundred Dollars.

Section 6 Any person who shall make or assist in making any improper
noise, riot, disturbance of the peace, or whoshall use profane, ob­
scene, indecent, vulgar, or offensive language, to any person, or in
any public place in the Townof Sanford, shall upon conviction be ,
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined in a sum not more than Three
Hundred Dollars nor less than One Hundred Dollars.

Section 7 That any person or persons who shall within the town limits
of the Townof Sanford unlawfully personate a policeman or any town,
state, or federal officer by wearing a badge or star or by any acts or
words which may lead others to believe that such person is such officer;
any such person shall upon conviction be fined in any sum not less than
Twenty Five Dollars nor more than Three Hunded Dollars for each of­
fence together with costs of prosecution and in default of the pay­
ment of said costs and fine such party or parties shall be committed
to the commonjail of said town until such fines and costs are fully
paid as provided by Ordinance.

Section 8 Any person who shall within the limits of the Townof
Sanford fire or discharge any cannon, gun, (?) piece, or firearm of
any description or other thing containing gun powder or other combus­
tible or explosive material; every such person or persons shall on
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conviction be fined in a sum not exceeding One Hundred Dollars.

Section 9 If two or more persons shall quarrel in a boisterous
manner, or fight in any place within the limits of the Townof
Sanford they shall be deemed guilty of a breach of the peace and
on conviction be fined in a sum not exceeding One Hundred Dollars.

Section l0 Every person or persons convicted of assault or
assault and battery shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and
be fined in a sum not exceeding Three Hundred Dollars.

Section ll Any person or persons who shall disturb any lawful
assemblies of people within the limits of the Townof Sanford by
rude or indecent behavior, shall upon conviction be fined in a
sum not exceeding One Hundred Dollars.

Section l2 Any person or persons who shall be drunk or shall be
found in a state of intoxication on any highway, street or alley
or other public place within the Townof Sanford or shall create
any disturbance by loud, angry, boisterous, or blasphemous lan­
guage or make indecent exposure of person in any public place,
highway, street, or alley within said town, every such person
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall
be fined in a sum not exceeding One Hundred Dollars for each of—
fence.

Section 13 It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to
place or cause to be placed any dead animals, fouls, fish, or
any decayed matter or filth that is liable to cause disease or
becomeoffensive in any streets, alleys, lots occupied or un­
occupied, or on any other ground within the corporate limits of
the Townof Sanford and every person shall upon conviction be
fined in a sum not exceeding Twenty Five Dollars.

Section l4 If any shade or ornamental tree standing or growing
within the corporate limits of the Townof Sanford and not on
private grounds shall be impaired or destroyed by any horse or
horses or other animals or persons claiming the right or posses­
ion by persons shall hitch or fasten any horse or horses or any
other animal to any ornamental or shade trees, such person shall
on conviction thereof be fined in a sum not less than Fifty
Dollars nor more than Three Hundred Dollars.

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NUMBER1 June 14, l9l0

Attest: C.0. Poulson, Clerk & Recorder —T.A. Crowther, Mayor

An Ordinance concerning taxes for special purposes for the year
ending March 31, ADl9ll:
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Section l Be it ordained by the Board of Trustees of the
Townof Sanford that a tax of twelve mills be levied upon the
assessed valuation of all property in the corporate limits
of the Townof Sanford to be applied toward the liquidation
of the indebtedness and current expenses of said Town.

Section 2 Amendmentto Section 7 Ordinance #ll is hereby
made the duty of the Marshall to take up and confine in a se­
cure place or pen provided for the purpose every hog, shoat,
pig, goat, mule, horse, mare, gelding, stallion, jack, jenny,
sheep, ram, steer, or bull, cowor any other animal, except
calves under six months of age running at large within the cor­
porate limits of the Townof Sanford, and no such animal taken
up and confined as aforesaid shall be released until the owner
or some person for him or them shall pay to such officer having
said animal in charge, the sumof fifty cents and his fee for
taking up and receiving and discharging each and every animal
taken up and confined as aforesaid and the sum of thirty cents
for the suitable and proper sustenance for each and every animal
for every twenty four hours the same shall be kept.

Passed and Approved this 5th day of September, l9ll

Fred Bentley T.A. Crowther
Clerk and Recorder Mayor

(There is no record of these ordinances ever having been repealed.)

On October 27, l930, a special meeting was called during which a letter
was read from the county assessor, stating that the valuation of the town
of Sanford had been placed at $l37,930.00.

In l932, Fred Bentley, George Bowling, William Carter were appointed to
investigate campers in the ball park and sanitary conditions there. A
petition, signed by a numberof tax payers, asked for police protection
at night.

In lB33, the town board met with B.S. Reynolds and Harry Thomas of the Relief
Committee and discussed the proposal of a drainage ditch to be dug. This
would benefit the unemployed, as well as the town.

It was in l936 that a resolution was made and passed for the town to sponsor
a town hall building project. Reese Faucette also met with the board and
asked for support of a tennis court. The board agreed to contribute $l0.00to the court.

In October, l937, it was reported that school children were playing pool.
The marshall was instructed to post notices on the pool hall prohibiting
children under sixteen years of age from entering the pool hall and children
under eighteen from playing pool or cards.
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Townrecords are incomplete, and it was possible to obtain only a parital
listing of those who have served on the town board since the time of in­
corporation:

Mayors: Swen Peterson, Chris Block, T.A. Crowther, J.D. Westbrook, Fred
Bentley, Roy Christensen, Mable Mickelson, Albert Smith, Lyle Valentine,
Swen Peterson (second term of office), Frank Poulson, DuwayneCornum,
Harry Morgan, Phil Reynolds, and Preston Stanley.

Magistrates: George W. Irvin, Glen White, George Shawcroft, Gene Poulson,
Diane Roy, Myrna Koonz, Andrew Rasmussen, H.V. Morgan, Birl Reed.

Clerks: F.M. Mortensen, C.0. Poulson, Fred Bentley, L.A. Nielson, H.J.
Brown, Henry Valentine, Mildred Cornum, Leah Kirby, George Bowling, A.
Dale Smith, Cherri Mortensen, Birl Reed, Arlene 0. Reed.

Law Enforcement Officers: J. Douglas Westbrook, Roy Kirby, Ellis Nielson,
Wilford Canty, Bill Clark, ClemPhillips, Jim Mullins, Edker Wilson, Felix
Gallegos, Ralph Vance, Kenneth Kreps, Harry Broyles, Okie Wyatt, and Harry
Larsen.

Councilmen: Fred Bentley, George Bowling, Stanley Bailey, Charlie Cunningham,
William Canty, William Carter, Orson Crowther, Ed Canty, Walter Crowther,
Willis Crowther, Alma Canty, DuwayneCornum, Quinten Crowther, Kenneth
Faucette, Nephi Hostetter, Joe Hutchins, Smith Holman, Don Larsen, Quin
Morgan, W.R. Morgan, Joe Mortensen, Clifford Mickelson, Bill Miller, Harry
Morgan, Nelson Mickelson, Derril Mickelson, Ardith Mortensen, Andrew
Paulson, Pete Peterson, Clayton Peterson, B.S. Reynolds, Floyd Reed, Birl
Reed, Walter Rogers, Phil Reynolds, Allan Reynolds, Jerry Rasmussen, Calvin
Reed, Albert Smith, Kirt Valentine, Dan Varos, Lyle Valentine, Douglas
Westbrook, Glen White, Richard Westbrook, Edker Wilson, Herb Weissenfels.

It seemed that the town had no problems that they could not solve. The
town board has taken care of all matters with no particular difficulty.

In the early days, most of the womenstayed at homewith their children and
their household duties. For them, MOnday(EARLY)was washday, and their
lives seemed to follow a routine pattern of iron on Tuesday, sew on Wednesday,
bake on Thursday, shop on Friday, clean on Saturday, and rest on Sunday. In
retrospect, it would appear to have been a rather peaceful life.

For each generation, there was its own particular form of amusement, and
Maxine Poulson has shared her memories of her days and times:

Schoot dayt th the Kate Z0'A and 30'é not quite dtfifieheht fihamthe
60’A and 70'A.

The math c£aA¢eAtheh wehe heading, wnttthg and ahtthmetta, atohg
hath Acme htttony and Ehg£tAh. A épectat emphaatt MUAon pehmah­
Ahtp. Amongthe gtfltt, thehe wat £015 05 eompetttoh to bee who
coutd makethe hteett "ovatt and push and puttt" on two tthet 05
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papen. It was tmpontant to use wntst and anmactton, not youn gtngens.
Spetttng bees wene a tot og gun; evenyone wanted to be the tast penson
to stand up. Stdes wene chosen, wtth the best spettens betng chosen
gtnst by the captatns. The math sponts on necess necneatton gon the
ktds was ptaytng jacks, hop scotch, and notten skattng gnomone end
og the watk to the othen. The watk was tn a Vshape. Twopeopte
woutd stant on etthen end and meet tn the mtddte.

we had a tot og gun tn the 7th and 8th gnades wtth the mustcat abtttttes
og Mns. Stewant and Lazette Jones. we dtd a tot og stngtng. Some
og oun best tatent came gnomKenneth Jones and Gate Ma/zttn; to oun
young gnoup they wene qutte a patn og Etvts Pnesteys.

Veny ogten, tn oun chunch gathentng, they woutd stng, "I AmA Monmon
Boy." Kenneth and hts ststen, Ftonence Jones wene good stngens too.
we espectatty ttked thetn nendttton og "Fnecktes." In some pant og
the tyntc wene the wonds "Fnecktes was hts name, he atways used to get
the btame, gon eveny bnoken wtndowpane. And how he'd tease the gtnts,
whenat schoot he'd putt thetn cunts, etc.

Maxtne and Ruth Petenson atso dtd some stngtng. Thetn gavontte song
was "The Pntsonen’s Song." Gtadys Ntetson and Deane Chntstensen atways
had a good neadtng on some jokes gon the cnowd.

A neat thnttt came to the uppen gnade schoot ktds when Vennett and Qutn
Mongangot new btcyctes. (Btcyctes wene gew and gan between tn those
days.) These boys wene veny genenous unth the use og thetn btcyctes,
and manyog the students teanned to ntde them.

Agten oun gnade schoot days wene oven, we gett veny gnown—upgotng to
htgh schoot tn the smatt buttdtng on the nonth end og oun schoot. we
entened the buttdtng on the east stde and gett that oun educatton woutd
be veny gutt and comptete unden the gtne teachens and the gutdance og
Mtss Iva Reynotds, Hanny Thomas, and Dannett Stnong. 0un.subjects wene
Engttsh, Genenat Sctence, Atgebna, Ctttzenshtp, Typtng, and Cotonado
Htstony.

we had ttttte ttme gon extna ctnntcutan acttvtttes. Thenewas no pep
ctub, student counctt, annuat, FBLA,FHAon spectat ongantzattons.
No tunch nooms to pnovtde hot tunches each day - we usuatty took oun
tunch tn a gtve pound bucket on a Dettctous bnand jam bucket. The
tunches wene stmpte —no potato chtps, gnttos, pop, on boughten cup
cakes, gnutt on goodtes. The sandhtches wene gnomdettctous home
made bnead, wtth a scnambted egg on some stmpte sandwtch mtxtune,
home made cake on cooktes and a smatt jan og mttk that managed to
get pnetty wanmby noon. But the noon houn was gyn} what coutd be
mone gun than to stt anound the noomon on the gnont steps and vtstt
whtte we ate oun tunches togethen, then gathen tn the nonth end og
the smatt matn noomand hean Thett Battey on Atten Ktnby ptay the
ptano? A good nagttme numben was Lazy Bones, Deep Punpte, Spntng
Ttme tn the Rocktes, Ramona, etc. Some og oun gavontte dance tunes
wene Love Lettens tn the Sand, Save the Last Dance gon Me, Good Ntght
Sweetheant; thts tast song atways made us knowa wondengut eventng
og danctng was oven, as that was the tast numben, the "theme song."
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Bnotheh Stantey Bett and htt fiannty came to ttve heae and teach Semtnaay.
They weae veay muatcat peopte and we aeatty enjoyed heaatng them Atng. My
fiauontte amt Somewhenetn Otd wyomtng and when Ita Ntghtttme tn Nevada.
Baotheh Beat had an oachettaa that ptayed fioa moAt05 the dancet anound
thta aaea. Otheht tn the oachettaa weae Gene Poutaon, Jn., Attan Ktnby,
and Thett Battey.

OnApectat occattont, the htgh Achoot woutd have an aaaembty paogaam.
we wene htghty enteatatned when Lutheh Bean woutd batng tome ofi htt tatent
down finomAdamaState Cottege. Hta tatht on taauet toga, atong wtth Aome
apectat muttcat numbent fiaomthe Tntpp Stttent, made ut fleet veny gnown
up.

Somettmea we woutd have htgh Achoot pahttet. The two nooma on the wett
Atde o5 the buttdtng had doubte doont, and theae two nooma wene opened
togethen, gtutng ut ptenty 05 aoom fioa danctng and gamea. Gtatt uauatty
danced the fitntt dance, a coupte tn between, and the tatt dance wtth
theta date. Thtt gave a chanceto gttnt ljutt a ttttte) and dance wtth
Aome05 the othen guyb awhtte. Thta wonhed jutt the Aame fion the boya,
and a good ttme wat had by att.

The nefiaethmentz wene toched tn the ofifitce. One ntght at a panty, Aomeone
came thnough the ofifitce wtndowand took the goodtet. we weae veny upset,
and Mn. Thomaatotd up not to be to concenned wtth oun nefinethmentt, but
to have a good ttme anyway. 15 the boyt dtdn't have cant, they woutd wath
uA home.

OnSunday afitennoont, the young people fiound a centnat ptace to meet. Thtt
woutd ofiten be the watt fience 05 the otd poAt ofifitce that Attce Reed nan,
and we hoped that Aomeonetnteaetttng woutd come atong. 15 we weae tuchy,
we woutd have a dtme to Apend at Nte£Aon'A confiecttoneny on the Ttuott
tce caeam paatoa. Theae wab nothtng at good at an tce cneam Aoda on a
twtn mtnt candy ban. The otd Atyte tce cheam fiountatn had Auch a btt 05
magtc tn tt. Eueayttme you puthed a Apout, Aomethtng dettctoua came out.
Thene wene atto tome Atot machtnet whene you coutd Aomettmet wtn a quantea.

Fauontte netghbonhood gamet wene nun-Aheep—nunand htde and Aeeh, whtte
honey candy wat atwaya a good tneat 5on.the netghboahood gang to mahe.

And so it is plain to see that every generation looks back upon fond memories
of the little old town they call home.

Fred T. Christensen once made the statement that what the town needs is a
moae-uaed patnt bhuth, a baoadea and heenea ctutc patde, moae puthent and
fiewenteanena. Perhaps this is just as true today as it was fifty years
ago, when he made the challenge.

water and sewer problems have faced the community in recent years, and we
now have both facilities plus a new government~financed recreation complex
that includes a nice swimmingpool. Still lacking, are sidewalks, good
street lighting, and other improvements. Hopefully, they are to comein
the not too distant future.
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It was in the 20's that the first body of Catho1ics movedto Sanford.
These peop1e, of Spanish-Mexican descent, came to work in the p1anting
and harvest of farm crops, and they rendered a very va1uab1e service
by their 1ab0r.

The economic condition of the country was not very good at the time;
the nation was heading for a depression. Someof the farm Taborers,
1ike the farmers themse1ves, found it pretty rough going. Being
industrious and thrifty, they managedto get a1ong.

Narcisco Martinez may have been the first to come, about 1924 or 1925.
Gerardo Lucero was next, moving over from Las Sauses in 1926.

A native of Las Sauses, Gerardo was born there on March 26, 1896. He
spent a 1itt1e time in Ama1ia, NewMexico, and San Luis, Co1orado, then
came back to Las Sauses to sett1e down. About that time, Orva1 Peterson
came to town 1ooking for he1p; Gerardo moved to Sanford, where he spent
the remainder of his 1ifetime.

The other Lucero brothers, Lorenzo and Henry, soon joined Gerardo.

Don Chavez moved in from New Mexico, and he was fo11owed by some of
the Gardunias, Jarami11os, Ruyba1s, Medinas, Archu1etas, 01guins,
Lopezes, Ga11egoses, Rendons, Montoyas, Are11anos, Garcias,and others.

These peop1e had quite a prob1em attending church since there was no
p1ace for them to worship in Sanford, and it was a 1ong way over to
Las Sauses in those days. They were forced to miss out on many of the
meetings that they wished to attend. Howthey 1onged for a Catho1ic
Church c1oseby!

Manue1 O1guin came from Wa1senburg and married a Las Sauses gir1 prior
to coming to Sanford. Their marriage was arranged by their parents and
Mrs. O1guin a1ways fe1t that marriages were happier then than they are
now. There were ce1ebrations to honor the bride and groom; one of them
being that the coup1e were transported by a 1itt1e mu1e-drawn buggy down
the street whi1e musicians and friends fo11owedthe procession.

Amarante and Beranda Martinez moved from Nortonvi11e in 1926. Amarante
had he1ped c1ear the 1and at Nortonvi11e, as had many of the Las Sauses
and Sanford peop1e.

Time passed by, and the o1der generation never gave up their dream of
having a Catho1ic Church in Sanford. By the time this became a pos­
sibi1ity, manyof the younger peop1e fe1t that it was too 1ate - they
cou1d easi1y attend church in La Jara now that they had automobi1es.

For Gerardo Lucero, Amarante Martinez, Marciano Jarami11o, and others
of the o1der generation, it was sti11 a dream to work for. They got
busy and donated 1abor and money, he1d raff1es, and soon ahd enough
money for a church.



Their dream came true in 1952, when the new building was used for
the first time.

Due to a shortage of Priests, as we11 as the proximity of the iarge
and beautiful new church at La Jara, services are no ionger heid in
Sanford.

Catholic Church at Sanford
i

N

i

Maria Di and Gerardo Lucero

Narcisco Martinez
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It was the intent of church officials that Sanford would eventually absorb
the Ephriam and Richfield wards. This wish was only partly fulfilled,
however, for a numberof settlers remained in Richfield.

From the Manuscript History of the Church:

A townotte wao aeeondtngty ounueyed tn 7885, and thhee dveflttnga
wehe ehected on the townttte tn the fiatt 05 1885and duntng the
fiottoumng nwnteh. Peteh Andhew Mohtenoen and Rtat Owenowehe the
fitnat Aetttent who moved onto the townotte and Peten A. MOAtenAen
buttt the fithbt hoube on the town Auhuey.

In 7886, Andheo Raomutoen, Ltndoay E. Bhady, Lana Mohtenoen, Geohge
Dautd Mongan, Ephhtam Montenoen, w.0. Chowtheh, wttttam Thomat
Mohhtt, Peteh Cheney, Atbton Haggahd, and atheht Aettted at Sanfiohd.

Also moving to Sanford were Bishop Thor N. Peterson of the Richfield ward
and Bishop Peter Rasmussen of the Ephriam ward. These gentlemen were
placed in charge of the settlement until such time as a Presiding Elder
was named. Bishop Peterson had jurisdiction over the north part of town,
while Bishop Rasmussen was in commandof the southern portion.

Like Manassa, Sanford erected a bowery similar to but smaller than that
built earlier in Salt Lake City. This structure was located where the
Seminary Building now stands,and it was used as a place for worship,
entertainment, etc. Sunday schools and MIAmeetings were held there.

In September of l886, Apostle John Henry Smith visited Sanford and,
under his direction, Albion Haggard was namedPresiding Elder of the
settlement. The membership of the ward, though deprived of many of the
necessities of life, immediately gave thought and action to the con­
struction of a permanent place of worship; a foundation was laid for the
white sandstone chapel that was twenty years under construction.

In l886, the Sanford ward was organized, with Soren C. Berthelsen, a
splendid colonizer, namedto the office of Bishop. George W. Irvin,
Peter Rasmussen, William 0. Crowther, and Marion D. Malloy were his
counselors.

The log meeting house was moved from Ephriam in the fall of l888, and in
l900 a new meeting house was built of logs hauled from the west mountains.
By l893, there were l24 families of 687 souls residing in the ward.

Bishop Berthelson, an expert builder, had constructed a large red brick
home that was extremely comfortable for the day. This home provided a
place for early meetings, with an upstairs roombeing set aside for use
by Church officials. Furnishings in the room included an altar, which
was used for prayer meetings. The hospitality of the Berthelsens was
enjoyed by visiting authorities and others whowere in need of such fa­cilities.

Bishop Berthelsen reported the condition of the ward at a Stake Conference
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Sanford ward Choir, About l898

Women(Seated left to right) Julia Whitney, Golda
Mortensen, Minnie Johnson, Bird Faucette, Til Funk,
willie Morris (boy), Laurette Peterson. (2nd row)
Laura Morgan, Dixie Faucette Mattie Irvin, Ella
Rasmussen, Julia Corey, Emmawhite, (3rd row) ?,
?, Maud Johnson, Mary Brady Cornum, Nellie Johnson
Men(Front row left to right) will Morris (Conductor)
Lars Mortensen, Main Mortensen, will Corey, Orlando
Funk (2nd row) Bernard Bailey, Alfonso Faucette,
George Rasmussen, Fred Christensen, John Rasmussen,
Holm Mortensen (3rd row) Jess Mortensen, Harvey Timms,
Charlie Bailey, will Crowther. Pat Luster in the
door - Arthur Jones, Charlie Luster, Wilford Peterson
(little boy in the white shirt).



held in Manassa and made mention of the Sanford ward with its three
branches, Jarosa, Richfield, and Morgan. Very little is knownof the
Jarosa Branch. It was noted that:

Janoaa Aetttement wab pnobabty bnohen up befiane the Seventh
Day AduentiAt Aetttement 05 that place waa begun.

This was a hand—dugreservoir of water located on the William Brothers
property at the northwest corner of town. Clara Johnson remembers of
having been baptized there early in the month of November. The ice had
to be broken in order for her to go into the water. She also tells of
having then been taken over to Sister Brothers‘ homeon the hillside
across from the pond, where a cozy fire was waiting to warm the new
little membersof the church. The Sanford Canal was Tater used for
baptisms, until such time as a Stake Baptismal font was constructed
in Manassa.

l

N

Early baptisms for the Sanford ward were performed in ”Brothers' Pond.” J
J

l

Bishop Berthelsen served the ward for eleven years, and then new officers
were installed. William Orson Crowther became Bishop, with Marcus 0.
Funk, William C. Christensen, John W. Taylor, Herman K. Christensen,
Swen Peterson serving as his counselors, and Peter Rasmussen, James P.
Jensen, and Job Whitney as ward Clerks.

Highlighting Bishop Crowther's eleven years in cffice was the construction
and completion of the stone Chapel.
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The beloved old church was truly a monumentto the pioneer builders who
labored for twenty years on its construction. It has been said that
there was not a man or womanwho lived in Sanford during those years
whose namewas not found as a donor to this substantial edifice.

Under the direction of the Bishop, soren c_ Bertheigen, ground was bro­
ken in l887. William Brothers took the lead by digging the foundation
with a hand shovel.

Huge stones, quarried on Hot Creek, were hauled by horse teams a distance
of twenty-two miles to Sanford. As can be imagined, the job of handling
the stone was immense, especially since it was done without the use of
heavy equipment of any kind. Most of the stone was chisled into shape
by Sol Lloyd, Jacob Piercy, and SamCarter. Jess Hutchins remembered of
having hauled rock from Haggard Mountain east of Sanford, and it is
thought that this stone was used in the foundation of the building.

Old timers have fond memories of the days when the construction site was
an ant bed of activity. Most of the work was done in the winter, when
the farmers were not busy in the fields. womenlabored wherever possible,
also contributing Sunday egg moneyand whatever else they could to the
financing.

Children played on and near the construction, and somestill recall the
fun they had climbing on the scaffolding. The story is told of an ex­
citing time when the walls were up about l5 feet high, and young Dorrell
Cornummanaged to get a bicycle to the top, where he rode around the
partially completedwalls to the delight of a very excited audience.

There is little recorded history of the building. Churchrecords pro­
vide only the statement by AndrewJensen, Church Historian, who visited
Sanford in the fall of 1893 and wrote that "A foundation for a new meet­
ing house is laid." Noexact date of dedication is available, nor is the
nameof the person whooffered the dedicatory prayer.

Twenty thousand dollars is an approximate cost, and no doubt it was a
source of great satisfaction to those whoaccomplished its construction,
as it was done done during a time when the members of the church were
experiencing extreme hardship as they struggled to survive in a new
location. Their faith was truly evidenced by the fine building they
provided for worship.

Manywill rememberthe church, with the double doors at the east entrance
that were never locked. Inside was the little vestibule, with bare wooden
floors and a ladder on the south wall that went all the way to the steeple.
At one time or another, nearly every child in town dangerously scaled the
ladder and took a bird's eye view of the town. Fortunately, no accidents
were ever reported, and only the pigeons nesting in the steeple knewwho
the visitors were.

The view below was quiet and peaceful, befitting that of a church yard.
wild grass grew uncultivated, while dandelions popped courageous heads
above ground with no fear of being unwelcome or despised; some even ended
up in cherished bouquets. wild morning glory clung for life to the wire
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fence in front of the grass, its small lavender—pinkblooms greeting
each day with a smile and closing at sunset to get ready for the next
day's performance.

There were north, east, and south walks all leading to a double water
fountain that gushed cold, clear artesian well water in front of the
building. By the north gate, was a large blue-grey rock on which was
chisled "Holiness To The Lord” with the name of Silas Sanford Smith,
for whomthe town was named, and other bits of historical information.

Inside the church proper was a large room where three rows of benches
east and west were criscrossed midwayby aisles. This large assembly
room could be divided into classrooms by green curtains pulled along
division wires. Double doors on the north were used by the janitor
for access to the coal house on the northwest side of the building.
The matching double doors on the south accommodated caskets and pall
bearers; in the early days, the horse-drawn wagon unloaded and loaded
its sad burden at this entrance and, in more recent times, the big
black hearse parked omniously alongside.

Twolarge black coal burning stoves radiated heat as the janitor
(Andrew Rasmussen is one that many remember) rattled the coal bucket
and adjusted dampers on the black stove pipes that extended all the,
way to the ceiling. At the time the church was built, it was the
plan that a second story would be put in. This was never done, how­
ever, resulting in an extremely high ceiling with considerable heat
loss. On cold nights, the crowd gathered around the stoves prior to
commencementof the meetings.

Of course, there were bare woodenfloors throughout, except for the
official's stage, where a ‘carpet runner’ was provided through the
courtesy of the Relief Society Sisters. Coal 011 lamps fufnlshed the
early lighting, followed by the carbide light, and finally the mir­
acle of electricity. '

There was a platform the width of the center aisle on which was lo­
cated a desk for the ward clerk as well as a sacrament service table.
This platform was enclosed by a white and gold railing, as was the
stage proper, where was located seating arrangements for the bishopric
and other officials. This stage extended the width of the building
and was large enough to accommodate a piano and benches on the north
and south ends, as well as seating space for graduation classes and
others whoparticipated in various programs.

Elevated above the second stage was the choir alcove, with a pump
organ in the center. Laurette Peterson, Bernard Bailey, HolmMortensen,
Lettie Jensen, Eugene Mortensen and others beat time to the music of
Leila Messervey, Leah Kirby, Ellen Smith and others.

Back of the choir alcove, was an entrance to the spiral staircase that
circled around to the single classroom over the back part of the build­
ing. Children liked to peek into the little door alongside the stair­
case and speculate about the unfinished space within.
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There was a1so a c1oak room and music she1ves back of the choir space,
and entrance to the back of the church was gained by c1imbing a series
of 1arge cement steps. Chi1dren enjoyed the resting p1ace these steps
provided when church was not in session, as the afternoon sunshine
poured generous1y upon groups of gir1s having a heart—to-heart ta1k
or sharing a treat from the store across the way.

The o1d church served the ward for forty—one years, under the direction
of eight bishoprics.

Bishop w.0. Crowther's persistent se1f—education more than compensated
for the 1ack of forma1 education that he, and others of his generation,
found wanting. He often expounded words of great wisdom, as he 1ead
the ward from 1899 to 1911.

A devoted fami1y man, he ca11ed his fami1y together each morning in what
was a forerunner of today's "home evening." They wou1d have fami1y prayer,
read the scriptures and, of course, sing a few songs. Crowther was ex­
teme1y ta1ented musica11y, and his strong bass voice was heard on many
occasions a1ong with his sisters, Laura Morganand Rozi11a Mortensen,
and a brother-in-1aw, Ho1mMortensen, as they performed for socia1 gather­
ings, funera1s, etc.

In Mayof 1911, James P. Jensen was ca11ed to the office of Bishop, and
he served for twe1ve years. Bishop Jensen's counse1ors were Erastus Beck,
Lars H. Mortensen, and his c1erks were Peter Marion Mortensen and Henry
W. Va1entine.

In those days, the hand1ing of tithes and offerings was a big job. More
produce than cash was paid into the church, such as hay, grain, 1ivestock
butter, eggs, chickens, vegetab1es, and even dubi11s. This required the
keeping of an exchange record, shrinkage, etc. The annua1 reports were
very difficu1t, and Bishop Jensen's wife, Lettie, was inva1uab1e in the
he1p she gave her husband.

Those who remember Bishop Jensen say that he was a powerfu1 orator, given
to pounding the pu1pit and using arm and hand gestures that awoke the con­
gregation to the message of the gospe1. Manypeop1e today 1ament the 1oss
of such speakers and the vigor and fire of their spoken word.

During Bishop Jensen's term of office, the Tivo1i was purchased and put
to use as a ward recreation faci1ity.

John B. Reed became Bishop in 1922, and served unti1 such time as he be­
came a memberof the San Luis Stake Presidency. Bishop Reed's counse1ors
were Fred T. Christensen and wi11iam A1maCrowther, with Henry W. Va1entine
as Ward C1erk.

It was during the term of office of Bishop Reed that the practice of re­
ceiving produce as paymentof tithing was discontinued and the 01d tithing
granary was abandoned.
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The welfare of his fellow men was of deep concern to Bishop Reed, and he
was always there to look after the needy of the ward.

As Bishop, he was involved in what became known as the “dark days” of the
San Luis Stake —a period of time during which the question of continuing
the San Luis Stake Academyas opposed to building public high schools gen­
erated a great deal of ill feeling amongthe membersof the Stake.l

In 1929, Henry W. Valentine was sustained Bishop of the Ward, with William
C. Christensen, William Alma Crowther, S. Orval Peterson, B Edgar Berhman,
and Stanley E. Best serving as counselors. Roy P. Christensen was Ward
Clerk.

Bishop Valentine was a highly spiritual man, credited with having a very
special gift for healing. Hewas relied on to a great extent in times of
sickness and other need.

The red brick seminary building was built on the southwest corner of the
church block during Bishop Valentine's term of office, and the religious
education of young Latter Day Saints was encouraged.

William Alma Crowther took office in l930, with HemmingV. Morgan, Stanley
E. Best, and Wilford G. Peterson as his counselors. Roy P. Christensen
and Merlin R. Manning served as clerks.

This was a period of great financial distress for the ward. Bishop
Crowther supervised the re—painting of the stone chapel, renovation and
improvement of the Tivoli, and the payment of an indebtedness on the
Seminary Building.

Discussion of possibilities for construction of a newchapel took place,
as ward members recognized the need for a larger place in which to worship.
It was the decision of Bishop Crowther that the time was not ripe to begin
such a project. (It is interesting to note that the stone church was the
same age at that time as the present 'new' chapel is today - l976).

It was in l936 that Wilford G. Peterson was appointed Bishop, with Renold
C. Johnson and Orin E. Beck as counselors. J. Douglas Westbrook was the
new Ward Clerk.

The financial affairs of the wardwere still critical, but a building
fund for a new chapel was begun. The first drive was quite disheartning,
however the Bishopric was not discouraged and the effort continued over
a two year period with $87.00 being collected —a start, at least, toward
a new chapel for the ward.

Bishop Peterson was a talented musician, and he was extremely interested
in the WardChoir. In spite of the tight financial situation, a new
piano was purchased for the ward.

]The Academy-HighSchool situation is recorded in the chapter on the
school.
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Bishop Peterson was also greatly concerned with the aging membersof
the ward, and he expended considerable effort to provide for their
physical comfort and spiritual uplift.

In those days, annual "old Folks" parties were held. People over fifty
classified as "old," and a part of the ward organization was the "Old
Folks Committee," whowere responsible for looking after the recreational
needs of members in the over-fifty age group.

The next Bishop was Renold C. Johnson, who was appointed in 1938. Orin
E. Beck, H. Eugene Mortensen, and Stanley E. Best worked with him as
counselors, and Theodore Reynolds was the ward Clerk.

Those were the days of world war II with its heartbreak and suffering.
Six young Latter Day Saint men from Sanford lost their lives —James
Crowther, Ned Christensen, Nyle Reed, Lyle Martin, Ross Bailey, and
Curtis Lennington.

Under the leadership of Bishop Johnson, the Relief Society Building was
enlarged, an electric organ was bought, and the building fund drive
continued; it grew to $4600! A

On December 3, 1944, Wilford R. Morgan became Bishop of the ward. Those
who served as counselors were Joseph C. Mortensen, Harvey L. Deem, and
Eugene F. Barr. Theodore Reynolds continued as ward Clerk with Quinten
Crowther as Assistant.

Oneof Bishop Morgan's first official acts was a trip to Salt Lake City
to present a plan to the Presiding Bishopric. His proposal of a $90,000
chapel for Sanford was met with the commentthat a sum that size would
build a substantial building - one comparable to those in Salt Lake City.
"That's exactly what we want," he said, "we're as good 'a people as they
are, and we want as good 'a building."

The authorities agreed to provide matching funds with those collected in
the ward, and things were underway at last. Morganappeared before those
authorities several times during the next few years, accompanied on one
occasion by his counselor, Eugene Barr. Each time, the appropriation was
increased to meet rising building costs.

Fund raising was still the immediate problem, and a building committee
was appointed; Inez Deem, James A. Reed, and S. Orval Peterson were the
members.

The great depression was over; the country's economywas on the upswing.
The building fund had grownconsiderably since the initial efforts were
made in 1936. In 1943, $940.90 in cash and $316.59 in bonds had been
donated, while an additional $3,899.46 was collected in 1944.

Nineteen forty five was the big year, however, with $17,310.14 swelling
the fund, while the 1946 donations amounted to $6,717.50.

Twobanquets were held, with the Relief Society taking over the job of
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preparing and serving the food. Almina Lennington, President of that
organization, with her officers, Stella Crowther, Edith Hutchins, Thelma
Crowther, and Luella Reynolds, worked right along with the men in the
business of fund raising. Bishop Morganalso credits Nora Hansen as
being an extremely devoted worker, as were all of the Relief Society
members, as they prepared hot rolls, creamed chicken, cakes and pies,
along with other food items that made the dinners very profitable.
Professional entertainers, Shorty, Sue, and Sally, from Denver, added
zest to the programs that accompanied the banquets.

Farm sales were also held; farmers donated livestock, machinery, and
other items of farm interest to the tune of $7,500.

It was a traumatic experience for young and old when the stone church was
destroyed to makeway for the new chapel. Carl Westbrook, then a first
grader at Sanford Grade School, tells of his class‘ reaction:

we wehe toohtng out the wtndowwhen Atbent patted tn wtth hta
btg maehtnehy to btflht hnoehtng the wattb down. Euehyttme the
btg otd batt twang ahound to the watt and anotheh Aeetton ehum~
bted, out fiacet got a ttttte tongeh. Some05 the gthtt ehted.

There are manywho felt that the old building should have been left to
stand as a monumentto the industry and faith of the pioneers. Eugene
Barr reports that a group of older people met at his grocery store
across the street from the church at the time demolition was begun.
They strongly protested the destruction of the building.

Perhaps the structure would have been preserved had the new chapel been
constructed today, for antiquities are muchmore highly valued nowthan
then, with interested groups fighting to preserve the old landmarks for
the benefit of future generations.

One lady, in a biography of her father, spoke dramatically of the situation:

It wet tohn downand heptaeed with a beautttut new modehnehapet.
Yet, tohn downand aeattehed, and fiohgotton by a new gehehatton
that hnewnothtng 06 the tove, the tabah, the Aweat, and the
Aaehtfitee that went tnto euehy atone and tneh 05 the matehtatt
06 that otd buttdtng.

-Manyhave speculated as to the fate of the large stone that stood beside
the north gate, on which local history was inscribed. It was learned
that this rock was pushed to the side, where a hole was dug and the rock
buried.

Ground for the new edifice was broken on April 7, l948, with appropriate
ceremonies to mark the occasion.

Membersof the ward were anxious to help with the hauling of sand, gravel,
brick, and other building materials that were to be piled on the south
church lawn, where a straw house was built for the purpose of drying and
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storing the hand-madebricks that were used for the inner construction
of the walls (it was agreed that the ward could credit their portion
of the building fund with the value of the cement bricks thus made).
A fire was built in the straw house in order to speed the drying process;
it got out of hand, causing the shelter to burn to the ground. So it was
that the entire operation was movedto the interior of the Tivoli, from
which the famous spring floor was removedto facilitate the project.

Bishop Morgan bought a ton of coal, fired up the two stoves in the dance
hall, hired several men to help out at the brick mold that made eight
bricks at a time. These workers also volunteered part of their labor,
as did members of the ward who came and went on a donation basis to
off-bear bricks and assist at the cementmixer.

The bricks were stacked on the floor to dry, with the Bishop making many
nocturnal visits to the Tivoli to ascertain that the coal stoves were
doing their duty. In about two months time, 200,000 bricks had been made,
and a crew of men hauled them to the church yard.

Architects from Salt Lake City drew the blue prints, and Bishop Morgan
said he felt inspired when he hired Charles Schofield as building foreman.
Schofield had constructed a numberof buildings in the valley, including
Sanford's school house, as well as numerous public buildings in New
Mexico. He was highly qualified for the job and accepted a wage of $2.00
an hour for his services.

Morganhad complete responsibility for handling funds, paying bills, hiring,
directing, etc. Hewas allowed to sign as building contractor, resulting
in a considerable monetary saving to the ward.

For eighteen months the construction site was busy - busy! A great deal
of the work was done by donated labor, both skilled and unskilled. The
skills of Sanford's owncarpenters, painters, plaster men, and other
builders were utilized to the fullest.

On September l8, l949, following a quarterly conference in Manassa, the
building was dedicated. Antone R. Ivans of the First Council of Seventies,
offered the dedicatory prayer.

At that time, Inez Deemwas called upon to report as a memberof the build­
ing committee. She called attention to the fact that the largest single
donation was from one man who gave $2000 in cash and then donated venetian
blinds that were installed throughout the building.2 The smaiiegt donation
was from a child who had 5¢ to give to the building of the chapel. Sister
Deem emphasized that “ALL WEREAPPRECIATED."

Bishop Morgan served the ward for seven years, and many feel that it was

2There were several father and son or 'family' donations in similar
amounts, but this was the largest single donation.
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his special calling to get the church built.

Harvey L. Deemwas then called to be Bishop of the Ward in l95l. He chose
for his counselors William F. Canty and Clarence L. Martin. Theodore
Reynolds remained as Ward Clerk.

Bishop Deemrecalls with pleasure the harvesting of a church grain crop
when thirteen combines and a number of trucks were in the field at one
time.

Landscaping of the area around the recently erected Monumentto the Dau­
ghters of the Utah Pioneers was also accomplished with the Bishop super­
vising hauling of top soil and Douglas Westbrook, who had done the job
of landscaping the church grounds, taking over the job of planting grass,
hedge, etc.

In T952, S. Orval Peterson became Bishop, with Earl Lennington and William
F. Canty as counselors. Clarence L. Martin was named Ward Clerk, and
Assistant Clerks were Quinten Crowther and Harold G. Christensen.

The Stake was in the process of purchasing a farm, and a drive for funds
to assist this project was held.

Bishop Peterson loved music, and choir memberswill recall his devotion
to the ward music program. In spite of several disabling farm accidents,
he was always on time to sing and support the choir.

Albert Mortensen was named Bishop in l959. Counselors who served with him
were Kenneth Jones, Quinten R. Crowther, with Keith Morch as Ward Clerk.
Assistant Clerks were Franklin R. Johnson, Ray D. Hutchins, and Robert 0.
Bailey.

An increase in attendance from 30%to 48%called for an addition to the
new chapel, and a Junior Sunday School addition was constructed. At this
time, Church headquarters in Salt Lake were furnishing 70%of the finan­
cing, with the ward being assessed for the remaining 30%.

A new chapel was under construction at Manassa with a church architect
providing services for that ward. He was enlisted to do the same for
Sanford, and Kenneth Jones, a member of the Bishopric who was also a
builder by occupation, was put in charge of the work. William Canty pro­
vided able assistance, as did Pete and Ed Canty, Frank Johnson, Ted
Reynolds, Evart Crowther, Bob Johnson and others.

In less than three months time, the new portion of the building was put
to use. Wardmembersthen combined forces to repaint the entire build­
ing.

Bishop Mortensen was keenly interested in Project Temple, and approxi­
mately thirty families were sealed in the House of the Lord during his
years of supervision, while over 50%of the young people who married did
so in the Temple.
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From 1966-1971, John Chester F1avin, Mr. served as Bishop, with Jay
Jackson and Phi11ip B. Reyno1ds as counse1ors. Ra1ph A. Nie1son was
ward C1erk, and his assistants were Dona1d G. Larsen, Robert G. Crowther,
C1ive L. Edgar, and Verne11 H. Morgan.

Project Temp1ewas a1so high on Bishop F1avin's priorities, as was mis­
sionary work. There were fourteen missionaries in the fie1d during his
term of office.

The community wished to bui1d a recreation center, and Bishop F1avin was
instrumenta1 in getting church property approved and donated to the county
for that purpose.

Jay Jackson became Bishop on May 16, 1971, with Dona1d G.Larsen and
Phi11ip B. Reyno1ds as counse1ors and Quinten Crowther as ward C1erk.
Assistant c1erks were Raymond0. Crowther, Robert G. Crowther, 0. C1ayton
Peterson, Ca1vin B. Reed, Derri11 E. Micke1sen, and Mark H. Crowther.
Gene M. Pou1son served as Executive Secretary.

The young peop1e of the ward were very active - there were 36 priests in
Sanford. Sixteen missionaries were in the fie1d at one time, inc1uding
three married coup1es who received specia1 ca11s to serve for 18 months.
They were Harry and June Morgan, Raymond and Ver1a Crowther, and wa1ter
and Vera Rogers.

There was a considerab1e increase in attendance, with 55%of the ward
out to Sacrament Meeting. It became necessary to divide the E1der‘s
Quorum,and serious consideration was given to dividing the ward itse1f.

P1ans were made and the ground work 1aid for an addition and remode1ing
of the bui1ding to inc1ude ten new c1assrooms, a new 1ibrary, improved
kitchen faci1ities, and a mu1ti-purpose room.

About this time, there was a change in church po1icy. There was to be
no more remode1ing of one-ward chape1s. Sanford's p1ans were she1ved.
Assessments had been made, and ward members were beginning to pay their
contributions to the fund. (It was estimated that cost of the construction
wou1d have been in the neighborhood of $175,000.00.)

Bishop Jackson was re1eased and C1arence L. Martin sustained as Bishop
in 1976. Martin's counse1ors are C1yde Mortensen and Kirt Va1entine,
with Lowe11Morgan serving as ward C1erk. Assistant C1erks are Jack
Signs and Mark Crowther; Dennis Mortensen is Financia1 C1erk and Gay1on
Mortensen ho1ds the office of Executive Secretary.

The new bishopric is stressing the missionary program; goa1s have been
set and the young men and womenof the ward are being encouraged to
1ive worthy to receive a ca11.

A beautification committee has been appointed, and an extensive re~
juvenating project is now underway at the Sanford Church. It is hard to
rea1ize that our “new” church is no 1onger new.
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OFFICERS WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE SANFORD RELIEF SOCIETY

April 15, l888

President, Cornelia Mortensen; Counselors, Margarite Rasmussen, Laura Morgan;
Secretary, Mary (Frank) Crowther; Assistant Secretary, Adella Mickelsen.

l893

President, MaryA. Berthelsen; Counselors, Mary Crowther, Sidney Irvin,
Annie Otteson; Secretary, Julia Whitney.

l903

President, Mary P. Crowther; Counselors, Eliza westover, Elizabeth Decker;
Secretary, Fortilda Funk; Treasurer, Julia Whitney.

l908

President, Lettie S. Jensen; Counselors, Boletta Block, Laura Morgan;
Secretary, Fannie B. Mortensen, Lena Heiselt; Assistant Secretary, Mary
Beck, Maggie Christensen.

l9l2

President, Lena Heiselt; Counselors, Laura Nielson, MaryJane Carter;
Secretary, Della Rasmussen, Irene Mclntire; Assistant Secretary, Mae
Larsen, Treasurer, EmmaSmith.

l9l5

President, Lena Heiselt; Counselors, Anna Messervey, EmmaSmith; Secretary,
Sadie Mortensen; Assistant Secretary, NaomiValentine; Treasurer, Mary
Crowther.

l922

President, Dixie Christensen; Counselors, Sadie Mortensen, MaymeJohnson;
Secretary and Treasurer, V era Brothers, Almina Lennington; Assistant
Secretary, Adella Gylling.

l927

President, AmyJones; Counselors, EmmaSmith, Ella Peterson; Secretary
and Treasurer, Almina Lennington, Bernice Thomas.

l93D

President, Mabel Christensen; Counselors, Nora Hansen, Annie Smith, Nellie
J. Hutchins; Secretary and Treasurer, Marbawhite, Assistant Secretary,
Bernice Thomas.
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1933

President, Agnes Reed, Counselors, Edna Nielson, Sylvia Cunningham;
Secretary and Treasurer, Bessie Christensen, MarbaWhite.

1936

President, Lettie S. Jensen; Counselors, Birdie Jackson, Etta Martin,
Ella Peterson, Stella Crowther; Secretary, Theresa Paulson, June Morgan.

1943

President, Eva Martin; Counselors, Nora Hansen, Iva Crowther; Secretary,
Verla Crowther, Almina Lennington.

1947

President, Almina Lennington; Counselors, Edith Hutchins, Estella Crowther;
Secretary, Thelma Crowther, Luella Reynolds.

1951

President, Ida Westbrook; Counselors, Bitha Grantham, Alice Canty; Secretary,
Marba white, Luella Reynolds.

1954

President, Jennie Peterson; Counselors, Leola Reynolds, Dee Reed; Secretary,
Marba white.

1956

President, Gladys Barr; Counselors, Leola Reynolds, Dee Reed, Lois Peterson;
Secretary and Treasurer, Luella Reynolds.

1959

President, Marcella Crowther; Counselors, Thelma Crowther, Phoebe Reed,
Mary Martin; Secretary and Treasurer, Luella Reynolds.

1962

President, Phoebe Reed; Counselors, Doris Valentine, Dee Reed, Kathleen
Mortensen; Secretary, Luella Reynolds.

1964

President, Louise Mortensen; Counselors, Louise Dyer, Mary Lou Crowther,
Maude Hartung, Olive Reed; Secretary, Hazel Ganus, Lue1la Reynolds.

1969

President, Sally Mortensen; Counselors, Mary Lou Crowther, Mary Leone
Johnson, Secretary and Treasurer, Bessie Terrell, RamonaMartin.
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l972

President, Janeen Canty; Counselors, Karen Morgan, Donna Meek; Secretary,
Ramona Martin.

l973

President, Helen Reed; Counselors, RamonaMartin, Mary Leone Johnson;
Secretary, Bertha Mullins, Evelyn Jackson.

1976

President, Mary Leone Johnson; Counselors, Thelma Crowther, Kathleen Reed,
Maxine Poulson; Secretary, Bertha Mullins.
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A§KNONLEDGEMENT

The splendid memory of Harry Thomas
was the source of information for
most of the early school history.
He said it was not his intention
to write a chapter of my book. He
did, however, generously give me
permission to use any or all of
his research as I saw fit. This
I have done, interlacing my own
records with his, the result being
what I feel is a rather accurate
record.

Many June Petehton man once a Atudent tn the ctatthoom o5 Handy Thomat.
Htt phetenee fittted hen wtth apphehentton even though the had not com­
mttted a bheaeh 05 conduct and wat not tn ttne to be puntthed. She
just hnewthat he meant bubtnebb; ttmeb wehe tough and a Aehoot matted
had to be fithmto cope wtth the Attuatton. It wat toe the mahhoh.ette!

I am extremely fortunate to have knownthis man again - this time to see
him through adult eyes. I have enjoyed the process of becoming acquainted
with a person previously knownto me chiefly as a stern disciplinarian.

I am now able to more fully appreciate the problems he encountered in a
period of time when school teaching and administration was an extremely
difficult, and sometimesthankless, job that required the educator to
spread his efforts over a broad field of endeavor for which he was but
poorly compensated. I can nowbetter appreciate his sacrifice, his intelli­
gence, his perseverence, and, most of all, his dedication.

If it were left to me to evaluate his personality and nameone trait with
which I am most impressed, I would surely have to place high on the list
his totally candid humor. Howrefreshing it is to visit with a person who
has the courage to tell it the way it is and let the chips fall where they
may. Oftimes, he enjoys the best laugh at his own expense.

Mydeep appreciation to one who has indeed left footprints in the sands
of time. H

W/jg;//l’[Q4-1-Q‘£/’0”/‘ /
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A makeshift school house was used in Sanford until the old log school
house was erected. This building stood on the approximate location of
the present Monumentto the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers. It was later
movedand joined to the Relief Society hall, directly west of its original
location (this building is now used as a meeting place for LDSSeminary
students).

George Irvin, who had taught school at Ephriam, took charge once more.
Irvin was an outstanding man in the community, extremely active in civic
affairs, and he held the office of Conejos County Superintendent of
Schools for several terms.

As soon as possible, a new red brick school building, with four rooms,
was erected in the north center section of the old ball park where the
recreation center now stands. It bore the inscription, ”ERECTEDIN
l896." Twoupstairs classrooms were separated by a partition made up
largely of folding doors, making a large roomavailable for assemblies
or special community meetings. Each room had its own stove.

In the fall of l906, William Jones became school principal, with Hannah
Thomasteaching the first grade.

Frank Soule became principal of the school in l907. Soule was a convert
to Mormonism,having come to the valley from Wisconsin. A brilliant man
and a truly great teacher, he was in charge of the Sanford school for
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three years before 1eaving to serve as principa1 of the San Luis Stake
Academyat Manassa. Other teachers during that period inc1uded Agnes
Beck, Miss Lehman, Margarite McDona1d, and Mab1e Hansen.

Mr. Sou1e was succeeded in Sanford by A1fred Carmean, who taught for
three years, 1910-1913. Other teachers were Myrna G. Ba11, Miss Lyons,
Leah B1ock, and Edna Pau1son.

A new schoo1 house was ready for use in the fa11 of 1913. It stood on
the site of the present schoo1 bui1ding and had six c1assrooms on the
main f1oor, storage rooms, rest rooms, and a furnace room in the base­
ment, as we11 as a 1arge attic-1ike room upstairs. This room was Tater
divided into two c1assrooms by means of fo1ding doors.

Students 1ined up on the Y-shaped wa1k outside the bui1ding when the be11
rang. At a signa1 from the teacher, they were to enter the bui1ding by
means of an order1y march. A drinking fountain was situated in the cen­
ter of the inside ha11, and it seemed that the students became extreme1y
thirsty immediate1yafter the be11 rang, often trying to sneak a 1ast
minute drink even though the act was punishab1e by staying in at recess.

NW.A.B. Bettis, a genuine scho1ar and o1d-fashioned discip1inarian from
Arkansas, was the new principa1. Bettis, 1ooking somewhat 1ike the pic­
ture of Abraham Linco1n, was a bit unusua1 in speech and manner, but
through him the students gained a true appreciation of scho1arship.

An epidemic c1osed the schoo1 that spring, and most of the eighth grade
c1ass did not graduate unti1 the fo11owing year.

In 1914-1915, Mr. Sou1e was once again in charge of the schoo1 with his
wife, Margarite, a1so teaching. The return of the eighth grade c1ass
of the previous year made that grade's enro11ment about twice its norma1
size. In addition, the reputation of Mr. Sou1e caused drop-outs from
severa1 previous years to go back to schoo1. Some who had a1ready com­
p1eted the eighth grade but were unab1e to go to the Academyat Manassa
a1so came back to SChOQ1 to repeat the eighth grade. A few of the pupi1s
received their second eighth grade dip1omas and some their third.

The 1arge size and the enthusiasm for education shown by this c1ass stimu­
1ated a movement for a high schoo1 in Sanford. On1y a re1ative1y sma11
number of fami1ies owned automobi1es, bus service was unknown, and the
expense of boarding away from homewas prohibitive. The Sanford Schoo1
Board, B.S. Reyno1ds, Andrew Pau1son, and Fred T. Christensen, considered
the prob1em, and in the fa11 of 1916 Mr. Sou1e offered some ninth grade
c1asses in the upstairs room of the schoo1 house. The eighth grade was,
at that time, taught by Eugene Pou1son.

On November 25, 1916, from some unknown source, fire broke out on the
roof of the schoo1 house about 10:00 P.M., and entire1y destroyed a11 of
the wooden part of the bui1ding. On1ya few pieces of furniture were
rescued from two of the c1assrooms.
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01d School House, about 1913



Fortunately, the building was insured, and the District collected the full
amount of the policy - $7500.00.

The Bishop offered the meeting house and the library building for use as
classrooms, the Relief Society offered their hall, SwenPeterson offered
the meat market building, and these were gladly accepted. In addition,
the District rented Irene McIntire's hat shop for $5.00 a month, and it
was used by the Kindergarten class.

The new school house was built on the old foundation, and was ready for
use in the fall of l9l7. The old and newbuildings were so nearly identi­
cal that only an expert could tell one from another.

It was about that time that the great Influenza epidemic swept the nation,
and Sanford was not spared. All public meetings were discontinued, and
people who went to town for any reason were expected to wear gauze masks.
A few students did some work at home, checking their efforts with Mr.
Soule at intervals.

This one-man high school continued in l9l8—l9, although Mr. Soule was given
a little help that year. Arrangements were made for King Driggs to teach
music in the school. He taught a class for boys in the high school; these
boys had never sung before and never expected that they could sing. Driggs
gave individual voice tests and succeeded in convincing people that they
could sing if they had the desire. Underhis direction, several students
discovered that they actually had fine voices.

Mr. Soule was attempting to give some tenth grade classes and even some
eleventh grade classes in order to hold everybody whowas willing to at­
tend school.

In the fall of l9l9, the Academyprovided a bus for Sanford students, and
most of Mr. Soule's advanced students were able to go to Manassa for com­
pletion of their work. Curtis Paulson, Aaron Mortensen, HemmingMorgan,
and Harry Thomaswent to La Jara by means of a car pool, graduating there
in l920. The Sanford High School continued to offer ninth and tenth
grade classes with some additional work for more advanced students during
l9l9-23. Those whowere able to graduate in an additional year usually
went to the Academy.

The agitation for the establishment of a regular four-year high school in­
creased until the school board called for a bond election in the fall of l
1922 for the purpose of authorizing bonds for the construction of a high }
school building. The endeavor failed. The community was badly divided T
on the issue, and feelings ran very high.

Stake and Ward leaders were strongly opposed to the moveas they felt that i
it would indicate a lack of support for the Academy, which would probably 1
result in its discontinuance by the church. An agreement was finally
reached by the two parties to submit the question to a visiting church
authority and to abide by his decision. So it was that Melvin J. Ballard,
one of the most beloved and respected menwithin the church, came from
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Irwin Hise, Bruce Reyno1ds, Don Pau1son, C1ifford Mortensen, LaVere
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Utah and listened to the arguments.

The following day, at a church meeting, Elder Ballard explained that it
was the policy of the church to discontinue the academies in all areas
where public high schools were maintained. He pointed out that the San
Luis Stake Academywas one of the very few being allowed to continue
because there were no other high school facilities available. The
people were advised to vote for the bond issue and go ahead with plans
for the Sanford High School. Elder Ballard promised that the Academy
would continue for one more year in order to give Manassa time to es­
tablish a public high school. He also announcedthat religious in­
struction would be provided in both districts by the establishment ofseminaries.

Thus, the question was settled, but the ill feeling generated by the
controversy remained to divide the communityfor manyyears and is still
spoken of in Sanford as the "old school trouble.”

In keeping with Ballard's promise, Owenand Vivian Romneywere sent to
the Valley to teach seminary classes in Sanford and Manassa.

A gentleman from the Excelsior District (Nortonville) was nowteaching
eighth grade and assisting Mr. Soule with the high school classes. He
replaced Eugene Poulson, whodiscontinued teaching after several years
of excellent service to the District.

Harry Thomas came on board in the fall of l922 after having completed
his first year's experience in Capulin. He was assigned to the seventh
and eighth grades, having an enrollment of fifty—one pupils including
Dale Smith, James Jensen, George Brothers, Frank Reynolds, Nelson
Mickelsen, Reid Gylling, Vera Mortensen, Hubert Young, Stanley Bailey,
Clea Bailey, Clifford Olsen, MaudeGuymon,Carlos Ruybal. Lazelle Jones,
Ferrell Guymon,Lottie Wilkinson, Charlie Morgan, and others.

The new high school was ready for use in the fall of l923. In addition
to Mr. Soule, two other teachers were hired ~ Mr. L.H. Mortensen taught
English and Spanish, while Mr. George W. Irvin was in charge of History
and Social Studies.

Although the high school was actually begun in l9l6. the first students
were graduated in the spring of l924. Those who had enrolled during the
first four years of the school's existence were required to finish at
least one year in some other place. There were twelve graduates in the
first senior class: Erwin Hise, Bruce Reynolds, La Vere Soule. Melva
Wilkinson, Clifford Mortensen, Loaraine Young, Don Paulson, Mable
Poulson, Bernice Carter, Blanche Thomas, Iva Reynolds, and Bella Jack.

In l924-25, Mr. Irvin transferred to teach in the eighth grade and
serve as principal of the elementary school. Thomasreturned to
Greeley to complete his second year of college work. Before the end
of the school term, Mr. Soule and two members of the School Board
were having difficulty. Soule quarreled openly with Mr. Christensen
and worked actively and openly to defeat him for re-election in May
of l925. NV. Christensen won the election, and Mr. Soule resigned,
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being replaced by Theras 0. Allred. Irvin discontinued teaching.

Harry Thomasreturned at that time as principal of the elementary school
and also taught a geometry class in the high school. Other teachers in
the high school were Mr. Clark and Miss Jacobucci. The student body
had been loyal to Mr. Soule and showed a definite resentment for Mr.
Allred. Neither Allred nor Clark were strong in the discipline depart­
ment; school morale was very low, placing Allred in an almost impossible
situation. To add to his problem, the President of the School Board re­
fused to sign his salary warrants on the grounds that he did not hold a
proper Coloradocertificate.

Several months later, Mr. Reynolds resigned from the School Board after
having given manyyears of dedicated service.

Lynn Ordway became superintendent and high school principal in l926. He
was a competent teacher and an excellent athletic coach (his high school
basketball team is given recognition in the chapter on sports).

There were, at this time, twenty—nineschool districts in Conejos County,
employing lO9 school teachers.

The La Jara Gazette listed the following:

District #l (La Jara) Supt. P.E. Sheppard, Alva L. Pearsall, Grace H. waters,
Pauline Van Eman, Mildred Davis, Marie C. Lynch, Floy Milligan, Adelaide
Krum, Hazel Bandt, Gertrude Egly, Mrs. Torrey, Ruth Stabler, Elizabeth Smith,Iva Stoltz.

District #2 (Lobatos) W.M.Thomas, Marcus Jaramillo, Helen Gallegos.

District #3 (San Antone) Mabel Thomas, Mary Rivera.

District #4 (Las Mesitas) Luis E. Bernal, Harold wissmath, Minnie Hicks,
RaymondIrvin, Esther Ruybal.

District #5 (Morgan) Alice Coombs.

District #6 (Sanford) Supt. Lynn Ordway, Angeline Ordway, Harry Thomas,
Mrs. R.C. Shellenbarger, AmyStewart, Mildred Greenamyre, Paoma Dyer,
Mabel Poulson, Vera Brothers, Lena Mickelsen.

District #7 (Conejos) Nea Garcia, Alcario Jiron, Elena Gallegos, Evelyn
DuBor.

District #8 (La Sauses) George W.Irvin, Zita Saxon, Otillia Gallegos.

District #l0 (Antonito) Supt. Harry E. Green, Mary V. Dillon, Alice
Fleming, A.J. Perko, Bernice Udick, Lura Bennett, Catherine McKee, Ella
Pothoff, Elizabeth Scott, Marguerite Thomas, Marguerite Soule, Pauline
Jensen.
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District #11 (Los Cerritos) P1acida C. Lucero.

District #12 (E1 Brazos) Sofia Chacon.

District #13 (Capu1in) Robert Va1dez, Cede1ia Va1dez, Isabe1 Marquez,
Agatha Va1dez, Car1otta Torres.

District #14 (Ortiz) James A. Thomas, Mae Thomas,

District #15 (Exce1sior) Char1es E. Emery, Ruth Johnson, Ghasky Dpnne11y.

District #16 (La Is1a) F.O. Sou1e, Bonnie Sou1e.

District #17 (Carme1) Esther Lake, iargery Harris.

District #18 (Gomez) Rebecca Va1dez, Rosura Chavez, Estafinita Va1dez.

District #22 (Antonio) wi11iam Garcia.

District #24 (Joint-Starr) Principa1 H.H. Brown, Marion X. Smith, DorothyE. Morris.

District #25 (Espinoza) Maxine Cornum.

District #26 (San Rafae1) Haze1 Hise, Genevieve Guymon, Ethe1 He1ms.

District #27 (Mogote) Ada M. Vernard.

District #28 (Romeo) Gertrude H. Reine, Mrs. F.D. McBride, C1ara Kruse
Tay1or, Eve1yn Ayde1otte, Carrie Packard.

District #29 (Hot Creek) Frank E. Thomas, Marie Rivera.

District #30 (Manassa) Supt. L.H. Mortensen, Edison Mason, E1Vera Jackson,
Este11a Kirkpatrick, Lo1a K. Beck, Emi1y J. Dunn, Vera E. Bishop, Armande
R. Chourry, Hastings Harrison, Janie DePriest, Marva weiner, Bertha Thomas,
Mary A. Van Fradenburg, Josephine Ho1man.

District #32 (N. Terrace) Lydia K. Sy1vester.

District #35 (5. Terrace) Katherine Sy1vester.

District #36 (La F1orida) E1iseo Lucero, John Lobato.

Those were tru1y the days of the 1itt1e red schoo1 and often the one-room
schoo1 house. 0n1y four of the districts, Sanford, Manassa, La Jara, and
Antonito, had high schoo1s.

In Sanford, Ed Jones rep1aced Mr. Christensen on the schoo1 board in 1929,
and when Mr. Pau1son dec1ined to run again, his position was fi11ed by
N.A. Crowther.
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John Keller became superintendent and high school principal in l929.

Harry Thomas had received his B.A. degree in the summer of l930 and was
appointed to fill the vacancy that occured when Keller decided to accept
a better position elsewhere. Mr. Stanley was also employed; he lived alone
and was an extreme food faddist who couldn't refrain from bringing the
subject of food to his English class.

In l93l, Miss Iva Reynolds took Mr. Stanley's position and remained to
strengthen the high school staff for manyyears. Darrell R. Strong also
accepted a position in the high school, and Lazelle Jones replaced Thomas
in the elementary school. This position was later held by Lola Beck.

During the summer of l932, Harry Thomas did graduate work at Stanford
University, returning in the fall full of plans and high hopes.

The great depression was supposed to have begun in l929, but Sanford did
not feel the full effect until the summerand fall of l932. Farm produce
and livestock becamealmost worthless on the market. Mortgage foreclosures
were commonpractices. Banks had no money to lend, and they pushed their
creditors into despiration by their efforts to collect outstanding loans.

Sanford school warrants became completely unsaleable. During the previous
two years, banks had bought these warrants at lO%discount. The inability
of the people to pay their taxes, coupled with the practice by the County
Commissionersof selling tax certificates to the delinquent tax payers or
their agents for a small fraction of the amount actually due, had put the
District so far in arrears that financial circles questioned whether the
taxes could or would ever be paid. Manyother districts in the state were
in even worse condition that Sanford. One district in Costilla County was
nnre than eight years in arrears in the paymentof their warrants.

”Scalpers“ would occasionally buy warrants at 40%discount, but even this
market eventually disappeared. Fewof the teachers could afford to keep
their warrants, and most of themwere sacrificed for very little return.

Harry Thomas tells of borrowing money from a Denver concern at 36%interest
and repaying the loan with warrants on the basis of $2.00 in warrants for
each $l.0O owed in principal and interest.

The school budget was trimmed in every possible way, but the District went
further in the red each year. Mr. C.0. Poulson had replaced Mr. Crowther
on the school board by "write-in" vote. He had never favored a high school
on the grounds that the District could not afford to maintain it. At that
particular time, it appeared that he was dead right. The District could
not afford to maintain any sort of school.

Bruce Reynolds, who had replaced Mr. Jones in l93l, and Mr. Carter were de­
termined to keep the school going if at all possible. when Kit Carson be­
came a member of the Board in place of Mr. Carter (l932), he took the same
stand.
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It was a losing battle! Someof the teachers were forced to accept federal
relief commodities. Others were able to go more deeply in debt and still
hang on.

At the close of school in l934, it was obvious to the School Board and most
of the teachers that this could not go on another year. Someof the teach­
ers proposed the operation of a subscription school. The Board Members
consented to the plan, with the District agreeing to furnish the building,
heat, lights, and perhaps the janitorial services. The teachers were to
charge a fixed amount of $3.00 per pupil each month. The school officially
becamea private rather than a public school.

The plan, however, was not very successful. Three dollars a month could
not easily be found in cash at the time, and many families had a number of
children. The teachers did receive plenty of flour, potatoes, carrots, and
other commodities, which at the time had very little market value. Harry
Thomasrecalls:

I aememben that Mn. Ed Jonea gave me one-halfi 05 a dneaaed hog, whtnh
waa a wetcome contntbution tndeed. we coutd not batng ounaetuea to
exatude chtfldaen fiaomAchoot Atmpty becauae theta pahentz coutd not
on woatd not pay theifi.aAAeAbmentA.

By the close of the calendar year_l934, the teachers were ready to abandon
the plan. Public school was reopened after the holidays. The twelvth
grade class consisted of six girls and one boy, who had acquired enough
credits to graduate at the end of the semester. Three additional weeks
of public school after Christmas enabled them to graduate, as the public
school granted full credit for the work done in the private high school.
One or two boys had previously dropped out of class in order to enlist in
the CCCProgram. The high school was then discontinued entirely.

Mr. Strong went away to dental school. Someof the elementary teachers
gave up the struggle. Mr. Thomas, Miss Reynolds, and several others
started work again. All were paid in unsaleable warrants.

In March of l935, Thomas had the opportunity to teach in the Fox Creek
School, and the summer school term was just beginning. At Fox Creek, he
received a salary in warrants marketable without discount, plus a cabin,
fuelwood, etc. He recalls:

we neatty ttued wett, and afitea thnee yeant on a diet 05 eannata
and potatoea we fiatty appnectated att 05 the ttttte Apeetat ttema
Aaah at autenmetona, onangeA, and an 0ccaAtona£ candy baa that
coatd be bought fion.a ueay Amati amount 06 ’neat caah money.’

The local Rawleigh salesman, Mr. Emory D. Hoyle, was em loyed to take the
place of Thomas. He began offering some ninth and ten h grade classes
once more. Glen Justus was hired to assist Mr. Hoyle in the high school
along with Miss Reynolds and, by l937—38, the full four-year high school
program was again in operation.
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In spite of the financial problems at hand, the seventh, eighth, and ninth
grade pupils had, for several years, enjoyed the honor of being ‘upper
classmen.’ They look back on manypleasant experiences at the school.

Mr. Hoyle introduced the 'dutch rub,‘ and the students were merciless in
the tricks they played on him at Halloween and on other occasions. School
teachers were often the victims of not~so-funny jokes, and this gentleman
could certainly bear witness to the fact that he was on the receiving end
of many of them.

The boys discovered the basement of the old high school building and would
go underneath the floor during class periods and pound loudly, drill holes
into the girls rest room, and whatever else they could think of to do. It
was not uncommonfor the teacher to report for class to find the bust of
AbrahamLincoln puffing awayat a cigarette, or the radiators steaming
with the odor of limburger cheese.

In spite of the pranks, Justus sponsored manyclass activities. The double
doors of the assembly roomwere opened and the teacher, himself, lead the
upper classmen to the dancing of "Jolly Is The Miller," “Oh Johnny,“ etc.
Dean Bailey and his high school dance band usually furnished the music.

Refreshments were locked in the office to await intermission, and sometime
during the evening, the lights would be turned off at the outside meter,
while pranksters gained entrance through the office windowand made off
with the freezer of home-madeice cream and the cookies. what an exciting
chase followed, as those who had cars piled them full of kids and took out
in hot pursuit. Sometimes the goodies were recovered, and sometimes they
were not - but it was all part of the fun!

The elementary school house burned for the second time in the spring of
l937. The w.P.A. Program was operating nationwide at the time, and the
School Board had little difficulty getting approval of a project to build
a new school. Sanford had never owned a gymnasium, being dependent on the
church—ownedTivoli for athletic events, and everyone was extremely ex­
cited over the prospect of a real high school gymnasium.

Charles Schofield was hired as foreman of the building, with the Canties,
Frank Johnson, Bob Jack, Joe Holman, and others of the local builders
supplying the skilled labor. The TownHall had recently been completed
as a WPAProject, and it was available for use as a temporary school
house. Also used during the emergency was the LDSSeminary Building on
the southwest corner of the church block, as well as the Relief Society
Hall.

Harry Thomaswas back in Sanford as superintendent and high school prin­
cipal in the fall of l938. A few months after school commenced, the new
building was ready for use.

George Schilthius was hired to teach in the high school as well as to
coach basketball.
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Things seemed to be running smoothly, however the condition of the school
district was still critical. warrants could usually be sold at someprice,
but salaries were very low and discount rates excessive.

There was no state system for financing education that was worthy of the
name. Rank inequality existed amongthe school districts of each county
with respect to their ability to finance a school program. Still greater
inequalities were found amongthe various counties. The expenditure per
pupil varied from about eighteen dollars per year for somedistricts in
Conejos and Costilla Counties to seven hundred dollars or more in other
districts of other counties. The State political leadership seemedcom­
pletely insensitive to the problem. For years, the Colorado Edcuation
Association had worked for an income tax for school support to partly re­
place the property tax on which education was entirely dependent. The
law was finally passed, but the l940 Legislature diverted the income tax
moneyinto the State General Fund. Manyfelt that this was the last straw!

The Colorado Education Association, in l940, postponed its regular meeting
until January of l94l, when the State Legislature would be in session. In
typical l977 fashion, a protest march of eight or nine thousand teachers
invaded the Legislature and demanded action. The Governor no longer domi­
nated the Legislature, and the l94l session finally camethrough with a
revision of the school laws, providing muchbetter financial support.

Thomashad resigned before leaving for Stanford University in the summer
of l940, where he earned his M.S. Degree. George Schilthius replaced him
as superintendent, and his career in the Sanford School System was ended.

Several attempts were made to develop a school band during those early
years, but none succeeded for any length of time. King Driggs had a
band doing very well, but it seemed to die out after he left town. A
considerable amount of volunteer work was done by Eugene Mortensen, who
directed bands for special occasions.

It was about l930 when Mr. Carter, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Crowther, of the
School Board, resolved to promote the organization of a permanent school
band. Some larger instruments were purchased and plans were made to em­
ploy a director. The onset of the deprsssion and the accompanyingfinan­
cial problems discouraged the band movement. when these three Board
Memberswere replaced, the new board was not particularly interested in
this aspect of the school program, and efforts were abandoned. In gen­
eral, the school prior to l940 was never committed to a program in music
education and, despite the valiant efforts of the directors, a program
in music has always been, and still is, a sort of ‘red-headed step child‘
in the family of school subjects.

In summingup the school history through l940, mention must be made of the
janitors. John Carter served at the ball park school house, followed by
Jacob Piercy. Sanitary toilets did not exist at the time. Just imagine
truing to cut wood, build six or seven individual fires, haul coal, sweep
rough wooden floors, and keep outdoor privies clean and useable for 150
to 200 people!
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Piercy had the round face and the little round belly that would have made
him the classic Santa Claus had his beard been just a wee bit longer. This
man was an Englishman direct from the old country and deeply steeped in
English tradition. Harry Thomastells of an incident that happened many
years ago:

when, aa a boy, I dettuehed hit newapapen, I went on the fitnat
occaaton to hta fiaont doon. He opened the dove, but nemtnded me
that thadeamen, papea cahntena, etc. weee expected to uae the
back dock. He then etoaed the dock and went to the back dock
to deceive me aéten I went aaound the houae.

Piercy was said to have been a very kind person, especially to small child­
ren, and some of them still recall the occasion of his death and how it
saddened them as his casket was taken from the house by way of a double
windowbeing removed to allow for the oversize coffin.

Fred Bentley was the first janitor to work in the l9l3 school house where,
for the first time, sanitary indoor toilets were available. Parl Holman
followed Bentley, and it is reported that he attacked each room like a
cyclone, sweat streaming downhis face as he swept and straightened each
room in an unbelievably short time. Mrs. William Carter was janitor for
a short period of time followed by Frank (Peg) Woodward, Frank Johnson,
and Alfonso Rasmussen.

At least two other persons, in addition to Eugene Mortensen, are deserving
of credit for services rendered the school district, and there mayhave
been others for Mr. Soule was always ready to go out into the community
and enlist the help of any specialized person whowould help out in the
school program. Mr. James A. Daniels taught woodwork in the very early
days of the high school, while NaomiValentine taught sewing and home­
making to the girls. It is very unlikely that these people ever received
any pay for their services.

Someof the teachers who served in the district prior to l94O are:

Theras 0. Allred Ethel W. Chesley Lois Jackson
Irene Bachus Cleone Christensen Miss Jacobucci
Myrna 6. Ball Heber Clark Ellen Jones
Owen Beach Linda T. Coombs Lazelle Jones
Agnes Beck Jane Crowther Glen Justus
Winnie Bernard Mildred G. Cornum Mary Johnson
Lola K. Beck Paloma Dyer Bertha King
Austin B. Bettis Hellen (Hurley) Dalla Leah Block Kirby
Mae Block Clea B. Espinosa Mr. Knowles
Bertha Bodine Wallace Forbes George Larsen
Vera 5. Brothers Orlando Funk Agnes Langston
Alfred Carmean Mary Heiselt Miss Lehman
Bernice Carter John Holly Miss Lewis
George W. Irvin Mrs. Hollar Almina Lennington
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Anna B. Lyons Eugene Poulson E.D. Hoyle
Marguerite McDonald Miss Radford Lester Stanley
Leila J. Messervey Della R. Rasmussen Nellie Woodward
Mabel M. Mickelsen Mr. Reed Eunice white
L.H. Mortensen Mrs. Reed Delsie Warnock
Harry Thomas Iva Reynolds Bruce Warnock
Faye Neal Mable Poulson Reynolds Nellie Smith
Edna Paulson Nielson Velma Reed Reynolds AmyStewart
Cleona Olsen George Shellenbarger Darrell Strong
Lynn Ordway Ellen Jones Smith Mildred Sumner
Ella Otteson Harry Scarff
Mrs. Ordway Frank 0. Soule
Hilda P. Phelps

There was a void of several years in the school records, however the
Chieftain was published in l949 and records are quite complete from
that time on with nearly every home in Sanford having some, or all,
of the year books.

The book first came out under the sponsorship of Miss La Donne Morgan,
with staff members including Lee OmaMartin, David Peterson, La Von
Cunningham, Bob Crowther, and John Canty.

At that time, there were only l2 seniors, with a high school faculty of
5 members:

Francis Dahm, Superintendent and Coach
La Donne Morgan, Social Studies
Lola Beck, English
Roberta Dahm, Commercial Classes
Linda Coombs, Home Economics

The school had a glee club, pep club, student council, and a band. The
football boys were district champions, and the grade school teachers
were Clea Espinosa, Leah Kirby, Edna Nielson, Mary Johnson, Mable Reynolds,
Hazel Ganus, Ellen Smith, and Clara Johnson.

For the purpose of this record, it seems suffice to list teachers, board
members,custodians, cooks and secretaries as far as possible, with
omissions unintentional.

Superintendents: Mr. McClarity, Lola Beck, M.F.C. Smith, George Schilthus,
Emil Goimaric, John Canty, and warren Reed.

Junior High Principal: Arnold Mortensen.

Elementary Superintendent: La Monte Morgan.

Board Members: Harry Morgan (President). Bruce Reynolds (Secretary),
Clayton Peterson (Treasurer), Troy Hutchins (Secretary), Clad Christensen
(Treasurer), HowardCrowther (Treasurer), Smith Holman(Secretary),
Oreland H. Reed (President), Jerry Rasmussen (President), Ray Stewart
(Vice President), Joe Mortensen (Secretary), Bob Crowther (Treasurer),
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Ralph Hawkins (Vice President), Ray Stewart (President), Bob Crowther
(Vice President), Richard Garris (Secretary), Ralph Hawkins(Treasurer).

Cooks: Jennie Wright, Maxine Poulson, Ella Mickelsen, Alice Canty,
Millie Faucette, Tina Martinez, Coleen Crowther.

Office Secretary: Maxine Poulson, Marlene Crowther, Judy Holland.

Teacher's Aids:Nellie Otteson, Arlene Reed, Maxine Poulson, Bernice
Betenbough, Kay Ragsdale, Clorinda Gardunia, Linda Mortensen, Emily
Martinez, Theresa Martinez, MercySalazar, Lois Peterson.

Teachers: John Anderson, Mr. Adams, Richard Dawson, Mr. Davenport,
Francis Dahm, Charles Derfler, Cynthia De Priest, Roberta Dahm, E.D.
Hoyle, Hazel Ganus, Charles Graves, Emil Goimaric, Wilma Jackson, Mary
Johnson, Clara Johnson, La Monte Morgan, Lew Meek, Arnold Mortensen,
william Mortensen, John Mc Farland, KimMiller, Ella Mestas, Karen Meek,
Pressie Medina, Chester Miszkiel, Louis Means, Leland Marsh, Mrs. Medina,
Mrs. Jim Mullings, Alice Rae Mortensen, Mrs. Medina, Larry Martinez,
Jim Mullings, Adah Morgan, Mrs. Morgan, Margie Mortensen, Mr. McBride,
MargeMartin, Elmer Parker, Phil Peterson, Albert Pruitt, Sally Payne,
Hunter Patrick, Mrs. Patrick, Lois Peterson, John Pierce, Shirley Paine,
Dennis Valentine, Cynthia Valentine, Robert Simpson, Ellen Smith, Marcus
Sigmon, Jack Signs, Mrs. Stokes, Mary Schofield, Steven Brom, Lola Beck,
Ernest Balloti, George Bouthelette, DonBushnell, Kenneth Berggren,
Mildred Brink, Irma Bailey, Mrs. Betenbough, Clea Espinosa, Mildred
Edgemond, Ann Huffaker, Rosalie Hutchins, Chris Hale, La Donne Haynie,
Bill Handshaw, Maude Hartung, Helen Hutchins, Mr. Hoff, Mr. Haeche, Dave
Krempley, Leah Kirby, George Kezele, Mrs. Kinker, Edna Nielson, Sibyl
Tucker, Clinton Tucker, Joyce waters, Herb weissenfels, Twila Wood,
Don Chandler, Janeen Canty, Charles Cassio, Marlene Crowther, John Canty,
Linda Coombs, Clark Coover, Lena Cunningham, Thelma Crowther, Zelma
Coombs, Helen Carlton, Mrs. Chapman, Greg Christensen, Ron Fritts, Fay
Fishwood, Charles Florian, Mrs. Ford, Mrs. Fredrick, Edgar Lohrey, Ida
Lohrey, Sally Lucero, Bridget Olguin, Mabel Reynolds, warren Reed, Alan
Reynolds, Mr. Rucker, Mack Reynolds, Calvin Reed, Arlene Reed, Duane
Roberts, Robert Roy, Iva Reynolds, Dave Robertson, Stanton Roberts, Mrs.
Roberts, Charles Ulrey, Gertrude wyant, Christain Wyant, LaRue Young.

It was in the early 50's that a reorganization committee was set up to
study consolidation of someof the smaller schools. Clayton Peterson,
from Sanford, was a memberof this board, as were others from the county.
High school students from Las Sauses were, at the time, attending the
Sanford School under special arrangement.

It was decided that Las Sauses would consolidate with Sanford, while the
Excelsior District was divided, with a portion of the area to go to Alamosa
and the remainder to Sanford. The majority of the students from Excelsior
happened to be living in the Sanford section, and the school enrollment
was increased considerably; larger facilities were needed.
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Considerable remodeling has taken place over the years, with the
school now having a special band room, improved home economics
facility, industrial arts complex,wrestling room, as well as a
new mini-gymnasium to go along with the larger one.

In l952, under the direction of Hunter Patrick, the school became
accredited, and it is nowsubject to an annual review by the
Accreditation Committee. The school is also vocationally certified.

According to Superintendent warren Reed, the school is financially
sound, being current in paymentof its bills. Education is of a
high quality for dollar invested.

There is occasional legislation on a state basis to incorporate laws
abolishing schools with less than 500 student enrollment and thus
obtain better distribution of funding. To fully understand all the
factors involved, one would need a knowledge of economics. Such
matters are sometimes mere matters of opinion; at any rate, most of
the people from Sanford are anxious to keep their school. They are
proud of it. They feel that the town needs it.

Education in Sanford has come a long way since the little log church
was moved from Ephriam and its doors were opened to the pioneer children
of the settlement of Sanford.
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I
Sub Chapter I

To the north and east of Sanford lies a large tract of land which, along
with its neighboring ranches, has been knownby various names - "Excelsior,"
"Nortonville," "Rathbuns,” and somewherealong the line it even got dubbed
with the nickname of "Punkin' Center." This area has played an important
part in the history of Sanford and is now incorporated in the Sanford
School District.

Its history dates back to l884, when Mr. T.C. Henry brought to the valley
a party of investors from Broomfield, Illinois, and organized the Colorado
Loan and Trust Companyto sell land that they planned to develop. This
ranch was a portion of his vast land promotion. Henry was the first man
who attempted to farm the land, and it was he who was responsible for many
of the original ditches.

It was about 1905-1907 when the Norton Brothers from Canada visited the
beautiful San Luis Valley. It is said that the senior Norton literally
fell in love with the climate, fresh air, and sunlight, resulting in their
purchase of the property. Ironically, they never lived in the valley, and
they visited it only about six times during the manyyears that it was in
their possession.

The Nortons paid a price of from two to three dollars an acre, with parcels
being bought at intervals until lO,832 acres comprised the ranch under the
Norton ownership. The property was eventually inherited by Harry A. Norton
and his sister, Helen M. Norton, from Boston, Massachusetts.

Although the purchase price was small, the ranch originally operated at a
loss due to high costs of land development.

An intricate system of ditches was built over the years, with about 32
miles of underground drainage constructed of woodand tile. The original
drainage system was built at a cost of $153,000.03. Various people con­
tracted sections of the job, using their ownmachinery and crews. Bert
Johnson and Ed Bettinger were among the many who worked on the project.

Over the years, more than l00 miles of fence was built, and the first break­
ing of the sagebrush was accomplished. An immensejob of land clearing was
done with picks and shovels and the resulting sweat of the laborer's brow.
Alfonso Rasmussen, Jim Reed, Gene Poulson Sr. and countless others worked
on the job, as did a large number of men from La Sauses, including Manuel
Olguin and Amarante Martinez.

Oneof the place's prime assets was its artesian well water, with about 50
wells dug to a depth of 50-500 feet, resulting in an abundance of water of
even temperature. The eternal snows of the Continental Divide provided a
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water supply through the CommonwealthCanal, which was soon equiped
with check gates and head gates. A bridge over the Rio Grande River
was built at Alamosaand said to be strong as the hills.

The first foreman for the Norton Co. was TomSnelling, followed by
J.A. Magee, and later by Charles Seaver. Jim Reed took commandin
March of T922 and remained as foreman for 23 years.

The ranch consisted of l400 acres of farm land at the time and was
developed into 3880 acres. Crops included barley, field peas, garden
peas, alfalfa, oats, and sweet clover. Oneyear, eleven car loads of
sweet clover seed were shipped from the railroad station at Estrella,
bringing ll¢ a pound.

Twohundred and seventy five cows arrived at the ranch soon after Reed ‘
took over. He pronounced 225 of them “no good,“ keeping only 50 and ‘
selling the remainder. Fifty more were purchased, and the herd eventu­
ally grew to l200; they were kept on the ranch the year around.

l

In the beginning , there were no tractors. The ranch operated with a ‘force of l32 Kansas mules bought from sales at Mora, NewMexico. There .

were only six saddle horses on the ranch. J
l

l

Hogs were raised in large numbers. One year, the ranch produced 3500
hogs worth 2¢ to 9¢ a pound. Cattle were selling for 72¢ on the Denver
market, and they were shipped from Alamosa, handled through commission
firms of John Clay, Prey Brothers, and the Knuckles Packing Company. »
Someof the pork was shipped to Los Angeles, California, and Ogden, Utah.

Bull rakes were used in the hay operation, with four stacking outfits of
four menon the stack, four bull rakes, and two overshot stackers. Great
quantities of hay were sold; one year, 3000 tons in 60 pound bales was
hauled by ten four-horse teams to Estrella, from which point it was shipped
to Marshall, Texas.

The ranch had four 4-room houses, all alike, and six large frame houses
with identical floor plans of four rooms downstairs and the upstairs not
completed. An apartment at the rear of the companystore provided housing
for the store operators, while the King and Seaver homeswere part of the
ranch, as was the headquarters house and four others. The Reeds, Jim,
Phoebe, and Othelle, resided at headquarters.

Sixteen families lived on the ranch at one time, forming a close-knit
group. Some of those who resided there were the Alphonso Rasmussens, Dan
Barelas, Joe Hunts, Ben Maestases, Claude wilkinsons, Gills, Ben Irvins,
Danielses, Charlie Tripps, Jess De Priests, Jim Haggards, Jack Hamiltons,
Orin Becks, Vernal Andersons, Miltons, Arthur Faucette, Ralph Reynoldses,
Al Vancils, Ray Nielsons, Ditmores. Neighboring ranchers included the
Simpsons, Andersons, Rays. Masons, Gilbert Reeds, John B. Reeds, Orin
Reeds, Ras Pursleys, Morrisons, will Millers, Frank Shawcrofts, Andersons.
Frank Reeds, William Stewarts, Greenwalts, Magees, Platts, Kings, Jacks,
Martinez, Burnhams, Espinozas, Richardsons, TomKing, Al Smith, Shockeys,
Hards, the Austin Ranch and Norland Ranch people, and the Headlees.
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Phoebe Reed cooked for the ranch crew the year around, and what a busy
place the cook house was, with meals being served at 6:00 A.M., l2 Moon,
and 6:00 P.M. Assisting Mrs. Reed were Mattie Irvin, Violet Davlon, Jane
Anderson, Tillie Anderson, and four negroes whose names are not recalled
at this time. There may have been others.

A Delco power plant provided electricity at the headquarters house, and
there was a Servel gas refrigerator to handle leftovers.

Foods were bought in quantity. One fall Jim traded two or three truck
loads of potatoes to Bill Daniels in Alamosa for 3600 pounds of sugar,
including 500 pounds of brown sugar. Phoebe used the brown sugar for pies,
cinnamon rolls, pancake syrup, etc. when Joe Quintana stopped at the house
selling beans, she purchased 700 pounds at one time, paying 3d a pound for
them.

School was first held in the Nortonville Store, with Nada Magee and Kate
Newcombtwo of the first school teachers. A building was built (about
l9ll) at the end of the road west of headquarters. Somewho taught there
were Professor Frank Knowles, Roberta Pushnell, Miss Blaisdell, Belva
Snodgrass, Ella Koontz, AmyStewart, Professor walker, the WayneBrutons,
Carl Davidson, Leila Messervey, Frances Bolger, Josephine Thomas, Ada
Rasmussen, Lazelle Jones, Gentry Stewart, Mr. Kennedy, P.R. Davidson, Mrs.
McLaughlin, Marvelle and Lura Reed, Mary Johnson, and Alice Russell.t

Children rode horses to school in the early days, and there was a stable
back of the school house. Occasionally, parents drove their children to
school in buggies, later on in the automobile. and eventually bussing ser­
ved the school.

Classes were held for grades one through ten, and some of the eleventh
and twelvth grade students attended school at Estrella (Star), while
several students from Sanford pursued their studies at the Nortonville
school when the Sanford school closed temporarily during the depression.

This was a typical rural school, with children of various grades housed
in one room. It was necessary for them to learn to concentrate on their
studies while other classes were being taught in the same room simutane~
ously.

There was basketball for the girls as well as the boys, with the girls
playing rather rough since they practiced with the boys and played on an
outdoor court, using boys rules. Regular games were scheduled in com­
petition with other rural schools.

Playing on the girl's team in l933—35were La Vee Beck, Josephine Hunt,
Vera Simpson, Jane Anderson, Voris Miller, Lee Ola Reed, Clara Maude Hunt,
Bessie and Norma De Priest, Donna Beck, and Doris Rasmussen.

Amongthe boys who played basketball were the Hamilton brothers —Lee,
Claude, Hugh, and James, the Shawcrofts —George and Amos, the Haggards —
Ray, Jay, and Winfred, the Esponozas —Armando and Ben, the Reynoldses —
Ray and Ferrell, Earl Ditmore, Winston Nielson, Shelton Ray, Johnny Platt,
Nyle Reed, Jack Simpson, HermanMiller, Othelle Reed, Maurice DePriest,
and Norman Milton.
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There was also a community basketball team, and games were scheduled
with such teams as Sanford's well—knownGiants. Some of the team members
were Curt, Roy, and Jerry Morrison, Willis Rasmussen, Norvel Kirby, Floyd
Mortensen, P.R. Davidson. Willis Rasmussen recalls having played a game
with the Giants by the light of gasoline lanterns that hung from the
ceiling.

The husky farm boys of the country school presented quite a problem to
the young school teachers and others in supervisory positions.

On one occasion, the school bus was turning the corner east of the head­
quarters house. As was his custom, one of the older fellows had been
teasing a young girl. There was a large mirror in the front of the bus
from which the driver could view the activity in the back of the vehicle.
The girl saw him looking into the mirror, and she gave out a loud yell
when the young man pinched her. This caused the driver to stop the bus
and order the boy to get off. To the man's chagrin, the fellow looked
him straight in the eye and said, “I'd ruther be put_off."

Attempting to do just that, the driver sprang to the back of the bus,
tripping over lunch buckets and books that were lying in the aisle and
making quite a commotion. Grabbing the offender, he wrestled him to the
door of the bus and was about to throw him out when the boy ducked under
his arm and, muchto the driver's surprise, he found himself pushed through
the door and locked out of his own bus.

Full of merriment, the passengers screamed with joy as the irate man pounded
the door, demanding that he be allowed inside. Holding his ground, the
student extracted a promise from the driver that he would not be threat­
ened again, and the man was once again permitted under the wheel.

Such were the days of the country school!

Excitement ran high the day that a student was leaning against the rail of
the school porch entertaining his friends with jokes about the tough school
master. Of course he was not aware that the teacher was standing in the
doorway listening to every word that was said. with a few choice words of
his own, the teacher threw himself toward the student, meaning to catch
him by the shoulder. The boy, however, saw the two—hundred-poundteacher
coming, stepped aside, and the teacher went over the porch rail, landing
in a cement watering trough in the school yard below. water cushioned the
fall but, even so, the man received some painful injuries and, to add in­
sult to injury, the other pupils gathered round, cheering the student on.
The two fighters rolled around in the dust and dirt until both were com»
pletely exhausted, at which time the teacher pulled himself together,
arose from the ground, and managedto inform his sparring partner that he
was expelled from school. The lad promptly mounted his horse and rode
triumphant from the school yard. He, of course, had to meet with the
school board and make amends before he was reinstated as a student at the
Nortonville School.
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word got around the country that small schools were hard to cope with, and
so it was that one tacher came to school prepared to get his bluff in at
the start. Entering the classroom for the first time, he sat at the long
table with the students and inquired, "which one of you boys is ___j”
This fellow was seated midwayalong the table and promptly raised his hand.

The teacher then said, "I want you to sit right here,” and the student
complied, taking a position next to the teacher. Muchto his surprise,
the teacher rolled his hand into a fist and made the statement, "I want
you right here so if anything goes wrong I can catch you with my right.”
At this point, he madea gesture with his right fist, barely missing the
lad's chin. He mayas well have threatened a grizzly bear, for the fellow
sprang from his seat and the fight that ensued was something to witness!

This teacher resigend about a week Tater, and his replacement was a small
fellow with a very slight limp, who looked like an easy push-over to the
boys. This, however, was not the case. Perhaps the teacher had studied
a little pshchology; at any rate, his approach was entirely newand it
didn't take him long to makefriends of the students, earning their respect
and getting along very well.

The Nortonville students usually did amazingly well in the state examinations
held each year at Gunnison. Several pupils rated extremely high, with
Johnny Platt taking the State Oratorical Contest one year.

The heart of Nortonville society was the school, and the big event of the
year was the school picnic, for which the entire communityturned out.
Programs, socials, entertainments, and dances held at the school brought
large crowds. On dance nights, the desks were removed from the two larger
rooms and the double doors folded back to make a dance floor. Occasionally,
the dances got a little rough, but for the most part they were well con­
trolled and people from all the surrounding area danced to the music of
the Stewart group —Amyand Josephine on the piano, Paul and Gentry with
wind instruments, and Bill on the drums. Sometimes, orchestras from Sanford,
Manassa, La Jara, and Alamosa entertained.

Those were the "Good Old Days“ to the younger set as Voris Cornum's first
person report shows:

we had tots 05 paattes fioh youngpeopte. I espectatty aeeatt the
paattes tn the Beck home, the Stmpson, the Hamttton, and the Reed
homes, as wett.as ouA.home. I aeatty nemembehone patty because
tt was my 14th bththday - 1937 and the days o5 the depaesston.
I aemembeathat some 05 the boys got ptaytng a ttttte aough and
fiett tnto oua new RCAaadto and smashed the fiancy fiaont paat 05
tt. MyDad ans so unhappy!

we paobabty had moae panties at the Joe Hunt homethan any othea.
Mas. Hunt was one 05 the best and most 5un~tovtng womenI even
aemembea, and hen home was atways open to eveayone. I spent many
ntghts theae and patted tafifiy and beat dtvtntty wtth a éoah. we
ptayed aecoads and danced tn theta ttvtng aoom.
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Any ttme out gang wanted to go to a Ahowtn Atamoaa on to Hoopen
Awtmmtng, we knew we coutd atwaya count on Mat. Hunt to take at.

Not havtng ctote netghbona, mybaotheaa and atatena and I ptayed
togethea a tot. we awamtn the otd La jana Cheek fitahed got
Caap. Onthe cotd uwnten ntghtz, we woutd att aaound the otd
coat Atove and tttten to oua new RCAaadto, pop popcoan, and
Atudy by the otd Rayo henoaene tamp, at we dtdn’t have etectat—
ctty then. 05 couabe, we, tthe att oua netghboat, had outdoon
ptumbtng.

I'tt nevea fioaget the btg wett box that act atght by the wett
jutt a flewAtepa fiaomthe httchen doon and the good cotd watea
that guahed out tn a btg fitow wtth no pumpetthen. I atao
aemembeathe ttttte cotd bednoomtn the uwntea ttme. Mama
woutd than the btanheta befione we went to bed and atwaya put a
wanmthan at the goat 05 hen bed.

An extension club was organized in August of l9l9 at the home of Mrs.
Phoebe Reed on the John Russell ranch. It still meets today and is the
oldest continuous extension club in the State of Colorado. Minutes re­
corded at the organization meeting show that Mrs. Maude Reed was named
President, Phoebe Reed - Vice President, and Mrs. George Seaver ­
Secretary, with Mrs. Frank Knowles as Treasurer. Memberspresent were
Mrs. John B. Reed, Mrs. Lyle Magee, Mrs. Vesta Knowles, Mrs. Joe Hunt,
Mrs. Rufus Mullins, Mrs. George Seaver, Mrs. Drake, Mrs. Chester Shockey,
Mrs. Millis, Mrs. Jackson, Maewhite, Mrs. Bettinger, Mrs. Gottieb
Fredricks. An assessment of ten cents a year was made for club dues,
and moneymaking projects planned included cleaning of the school house.

The community boasted its own glee club with Grace Nielson, Clara Beck,
Maggie Miller, Phoebe Reed, Mrs. Seaver, Mrs. Tingle, AmyStewart, and
Agnes Mcclanahan among the members.

The Nortonville Store was operated first by pioneer merchants, The Millises,
later by the Hillard McClanahans, Harry Turners, Frank Reeds, Orin Becks,
and Smith Holmans. wages at the ranch were quite poor, and the workers
felt that the grocery bill at the companystore was about all they had to
showfor their labor.

Kids enjoyed a 200 at the headquarters ranch. Five coyotes had been pur­
chased from the Haggard boys, who arrived there one morning with the ani­
mals in a sack, saying that they had dug them out of a hole and would sell
them for a dollar each. Jim Reed bought them, had them penned, and they
were fed meat scraps. They were not, however, to be tamed, and no amount
of good treatment ever brought them to the point where they became real
pets. They always snapped at the hand that fed them. The children liked
to observe them - keeping a respectful distance, of course. On one oc­
casion, two of the coyotes escaped. Clinton Haggard roped one of them,
while someone else rode the other downwith a horse. The two escapees
were returned to captivity and later donated to a zoo in Pueblo.
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The failing health of Norton's wife caused him to sell the ranch, and it
was purchased for a lock-stock-and-barrel price of $400 000.00 by Floyd
Rathbun in . Jim Reed, at this time, turned to private ranching.

Rathbun plowed up most of the alfalfa and planted beer barley, farming
the place for about two years. During this time, somewhite deer were
imported and brought to the ranch, causing a great deal of interest in
the area.

Time took a heavy toll on the farming operation, and the drainage system
was in the process of collapsing at the time it was sold to Mr. Stanley
Jones, who in turn sold it to Banker's Life Insurance Company,with John
McArthur, Perry Johnson, and AmosShawcroft as foremen for the very limited
operations.

Amongthe factors that contributed to the decline of the Excelsior Com­
munity was the loss of its school when the district was consolidated with
Sanford. The change of ranch ownership, with resulting uprooting of
someof the older established families also had its effect, as manypeople
moved to neighboring towns and other jobs. Also to be considered was the
advent of television, with people no longer depending upon each other for
entertainment.

The ranch deteriorated rapidly. The buildings were in the crumbling pro­
cess; broken window panes allowed wind and sand to sift through the empty
houses. weeds replaced vegetables and flowers in the garden spots.
There was an appearance of desertion as alkali blew from field to field
during the relentless spring winds.

It was hard to imagine that the place had once been an ant bed of activity.
Passers-by wondered what would become of the once prosperous land holding.

THEN CAME THE WEISBARTSI

In l970, the ranch with additional property bringing the total to l2,000
acres was purchased by weisbart and weisbart, an uncle (Irvin) and nephew
(Gary) relationship. The weisbarts are part of a large holding company
with feed lots in the states of Colorado, NewMexico, and Texas. Operating
out of Denver, Colorado, the Sigmon Meat firm is but one of the company's
holdings.

Costly and long term reclamation projects were begun with extensive work
on the drainage system. The drainage had been deliberately plugged by a
former owner in an effort to raise the water level, and the result was
that salts rose to the surface of the land. This, rather than the pursuit
of the single crop (beer barley), was the big factor that rendered the
land unproductive.

Reclamationwork has included land leveling, fertilizing, spraying, and
newwater projects, as well as renovation of the underground water system
and additional surface drainage construction.

Although the newowners were originally attracted to the land because of
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the possibilities for development of warmartesian well water to be used
in experimental fish culture, the place becameknownessentially as a
feed lot for cattle whenthe fish operations met with near disaster the
first year. Nearly one half million cat fish were lost through the error
of an outside contractor whoinstalled a pumpthat restricted the flow of
water and resulted in the loss of the fish. The system was reconstructed
in l975, and fish production began anew, with the product marketed through
an extension of the Sigman Meat Company.

The cattle feed lot, with facilities to feed 25,000 cattle a year, has
been active during the economic crisis of the 70's, when many feeders have
gone into bankruptcy due to high feed costs, high wages, and cattle prices
that don't quite meet the expenses. Asked howthe weisbarts have managed
to survive, Gary simply says, "It's the nature of the business - you just
have to ride it out.“

Operating under a division manager system, the ranch is divided into five
categories: farming, cattle, hogs, fish, and building.

Husband and wife teams are utilized wherever possible. Hog farrowing is
one of the cases where this works very well, and about 40,000 to 45,000
hogs are shipped yearly to Sigmon's ownprocessing plant at Brush, Colorado.
The hog market has been extremely lucrative during the 70's, compensating
to some extent for the squeeze in the cattle economy. Cattle are sold to
various packers in several states. Occasionally, it maywork out that
Sigmons buy their own cattle back from the packers.

Because the old homeswere out of date, difficult to heat, and not prac­
tical to restore, several of them have been destroyed. The remainder are
used as housing for summer crews, with numerous mobile homes dotting the
landscape. Headquarters, once again, is the center of management.

Most of the families on the ranch are from NewMexico and Texas, with some
locals. Due to the large turn—overof jobs, there has been a feeling of
impermanency among the workers, as is to be expected of new people in new
surroundings. It is the hope of the owners that increased employmentwill
result in families eventually establishing roots in the community. Hope­
fully, there will be a return to neighborliness and lasting friendship as
the school children are bussed to the Sanford school, parents drive to
the Post Office and grocery store in town. There are new names and new
faces, as the Excelsior Colony, by whatever name it may be called, again
thrives and makes its contribution to the Nation's economy.
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Sub Chapter 33.

Nine miles to the sunrise side of Sanford and snuggled amid the foothills
of the valley floor, is the Spanish-Americanvilliage of Las Sauses, ser­
viced by Sanford's rural mail route and incorporated into the Sanford
School District in l955.

The Rio Grande River wends its way through the narrow strip of fertile
soil, and the main road that winds through the settlement is flanked by
homes, most of them constructed of earth's basic building material, adobg,

According to the San Luis Valley Historical Magazine, the first families
to settle in Las Sauses were those of Jose Rodriquez, Antonio Marquez,
and Fernando Borrego, who went there in l863.

The Spanish were, of course, the first white men to live in the San Luis
Valley. Following several unsuccessful attempts at settlement, the
Rincones colony was established by a group of people from El Rito, New
Mexico. This was the first settlement in the San Luis Valley, and many
of today's Hispanic citizens trace their lineage to those early people.

The open range was a factor that attracted the first settlers to Las
Sauses, and they grazed their sheep and cattle, raised good crops, and
seemed to have plenty of water with which to irrigate.

Free roaming horses were plentiful, and these "wild" aninmls were used
in the farming operation. At threshing time, the horses were rounded up
to trample the beans and grain in order that the wind could separate the
chaff from the crop. (This was before the day of the steam thresher.)
Wild horses were also caught and sold at considerable profit.

The devout Catholic population combinedefforts toward the construction
of the beautiful Saint Anthony Chapel, which was finished and put to use
on January l6, 1880. The membership of the church donated labor and
funds for the building. The multi-colored windows that add so much to
the beauty of the chapel were paid for by donations from various families
and organizations.

Once a month, the Priest from Antonito drove his little buggy over the
rocky road to Las Sauses, where he held a Rosary Service in the evening,
slept overnight in a bed at the church, and then held Mass the next morn­
ing.

Fire partially destroyed the church in the early 20's, and it was rebuilt
and enlarged in l928. At the present time, weekly services are held, with
the Priest from Capulin driving over to Las Sauses, and the Patron Saint
Celebration takes the weekendof June l3th, as it has for manyyears.
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In days past, colorful parades were staged, baseball games were played
(with competition from Sanford and other neighboring towns), dances,
horse races, and other festivities marked the occasion. Hamburgerand
ice cream stands were set up and people came from a wide area to have
a good time with the folks from Las Sauses. Matched horse races were
run —Silverio Mascaranes owned several champion horses, as did Abe
Salazar from Manassa, and Charlie wellington from Sanford.

There were three stores in town - the hardware owned by Manuel Gallegos,
and grocery stores belonging to Charlota Cordova and Moises Large. The
postoffice was in the homeof Jose Andres Martinez, and Mr. Naranjo drove
to Sanford for the mail. A constable looked after law enforcement prob­
lems, and the town had a small jail.

The Las Sauses basketball team competed with other athletes, and they
hosted their own games when a gymnasium was built in one end of one of
the dance halls. Some of the fellows who played on the town team were
Ignacio Martinez, Albert Salazar, EdmondMartinez, Ernest and Porfio
Naranjo, and Ruben Salazar.

Emily Martinez has kept careful records of the town's activities, and
she reports that Juan B. Naranjo, from Ocate, NewMexico, was the first
mayor of Las Sauses. This same gentleman was one of three commissioners
who organized the Las Sauses Ditch Companyin l883, and it was also he
whowas responsible for the organization of the Las Sauses School District
in l888.

There was an elementary school only, and some of the teachers were Felix
Garcia, Ruby Jack, AmyStewart, Eliseo Lucero, Clea Bailey, Mr. Knowles,
Porfio Jiron, Mary Jane Duran, Ruth and Connie Espinoza, Rebecca Martinez,
Otillia Gallegos, George Irvin, and Zita Saxon.

In Las Sauses, as in all schools, the kids were full of pranks. Solomon
Martinez remembers a dull day at school when things got livened up a bit.
It seems that Mr. Knowles fell asleep, and the youngsters immediately
set fire to his wastebasket. Needless to say, the teacher's nap was
over and the students were in a jam!

The Las Sauses School was consolidated with Sanford in l955, and the
students are now bussed to Sanford morning and evening.

There is no use in being afraid of snakes if you live in Las Sauses ­
you just have to get used to them and watch out! Over the years, many
of the poisonous rattlers have been killed but, as far as anyone knows,
there have been no humanfatalities in spite of the fact that a numberof
people have been bitten. Dennis Martinez knows all about that, as he was
on the receiving end of a snake bite one summerday in the hay field.
Then there was the youngster who put his hand into a hen's nest to
gather her eggs only to receive a bite on the end of his finger. After
a few days in the hospital, he returend home - none the worse, but con­
siderably wiser. And so it goes —people have been almost "scared to
death“ by snakes, but not quite! A snake bite kit is a nice thing to
have around the house.
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For the Solomon Martinez family, horse racing has been more than a
hobby, it is a profession. Solomonhas entered winners in many races,
and his son, Danny, went from jockey to school teacher and then to
horse trainer before he decided which he really liked best. At present,
he and his wife are horse trainers at DownsSanta Fe, where Solomon
frequently enters his race horses. Dannyhas brought in some first
place prize moneyin futurity races in several states. His career goes
back to the age of five, when his Dad gave him a wild horse for his
birthday. with a little help from Solomon, Dannybroke the horse.

The Martinezes also recall times past, whenDannyraised a little calf
"on the bucket." The calf eventually grew to be a cow, and it was quite
a sight to see Danny bring the cows home from the pasture. Very often
he would be riding the cowl

Driving west from Las Sauses, one notes on the hillside a plain adobe
structure, which is knownas a monada. This dark and unadorned building
is used by the Penitentes, a high order of menof the Catholic faith
who practice extreme penance during Holy week. Membership in this group
is obtained only by approval of a board of governing officials, and only
the most sincere and devout male membersare accepted. Although the
Penitentes have been knownchiefly for the physical punishment of their
bodies, the fact is that their main ritual is concerned with long hours
of sincere prayer. To be a Penitente is a very sacred obligation, and
the order is highly respected amongthe Catholics of NewMexico and
southern Colorado.

The Las Sauses area is an extremely picturesque place, and just to drive
through the villiage is a pleasant and relaxing experience, as Spanish
customs intermingle with those of the anglo, and friendly people greet
their neighbors with hofia and adéob.

Adobe Rutnb
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Judging from Sanford's business scene today, one would not realize the
activity that was the going thing in the days of long ago, when most of
the local folks had to depend on the town's merchants for the necessities
of life.

The local picture has been one of constant change, with numerous businesses
waxing and waning according to the needs of the people.

Carrying the mail has always been a rain or shine job, and the earliest
knowncarrier was Frank Crowther, who had a contract to transport mail from
the railroad at La Jara. His son, Arthur Franklin, told of making the trip
morning and night as he also hauled produce, freight, and passengers along
with the mail. John Westbrook is believed to have been the second carrier.

Mail underwent a further distribution at Sanford, as it was then delivered
to Las Sauses on the East Rural Route. Jack Luster, with his little buggy,
jogged along the narrow and bumpydirt road for some time, as did Mr. Naranjo,
who routinely stopped at the Paulson store to purchase crackers and sardines
to be eaten on the return journey.

HolmMortensen drove first class in a well-equiped buggy with a homemade
box-cab that had small glass windows in front to enable him to see out.
There was a little opening about the size of a letter slot that permitted
the horse reigns to pass through allowing the driver to control the buggy
team. Mortensen used hot bricks to warmhis feet during cold weather, and
an occasional passenger climbed in beside him and enjoyed the visit that
took place on the drive to and from Sanford.

Carl Vandruff carried the mail in the early thirties, with Francis Whitney
as his deputy. Penn B. Mortensen took over from Vandruff, and R.A. Freeburg
from Mortensen. Jerome Johnson substituted for Freeburg, with Gaylon Mortensen
assuming the duties when Johnson left the valley. Then, for a short time,
Harold Ealey ran the route, followed by Ralph Nielson who took over the job
in l973 and worked until the time of his death in l975. The appointment
then went to Gaylon Mortensen with Jerry Mathes as substitute carrier and
Mary Lou Crowther and Olive Reed acting as substitutes on the l28 mile route
to the Sanford ranches, Las Sauses, and San Acacio.

As for the Sanford Post Office, history reveals that a very unlikely—looking
structure in the north part of town housed the first establishment. This
rough wagon box, with only a crude canvas cover, was the point from which
Mrs. Frank (“Mary Frank") Crowther handed out letters and other pieces of
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mail to the early residents of town. when time and finances permitted,
the Crowthers built a one-room cabin, and Mrs. Crowther kept the mail in
one end of the roomwhile the family lived in the other. Her appointment
was on a very unofficial basis, with it being noted that T.N. Peterson
and Soren Berthelsen "asked" her to handle the job.

There are records to indicate that SwenPeterson was Sanford's first of­
ficial postmaster, however it is knownthat Mrs. Crowther and her husband
both handled mail prior to his appointment. Mrs. Crowther filled the
position until l890, at which time Frank movedthe post office to the Coop
Store across the street east of the present Daughters of The Utah Pioneers
Monumentand Crowther, himself, served as postmaster for eight years.

Peterson very likely followed Crowther at the job, and Julia Coray then be­
came the town's second postmistress. She was located in the back part of
the Harrison building. Alice Reed assisted Mrs. Coray and, when Julia
left town, Alice becamepostmistress. She, in turn, movedthe office to
the homeof her father, James warren Reed, a block to the east of the
Harrison building. Sometimelater, Miss Reed again changed locations, this
time to her new homeon the corner of Center and Main, where the office re­
mained for manyyears.

In addition to taking care of the mail, Alice sold a few drug items at the
Post Office, as well as somesewing needs, jewelry, and other trinkets.
The really BIGattraction, however, was the Saturday Denver Post that cost
l0¢ at the Post Office.Reading the funnies consumeda good portion of Satur­
day afternoon and evening, and it was often a well—earned reward for doing
housework and chores during the week and on Saturday mornings. The colored
pages were spread out on the floor while young and old enjoyed the exper­
iences of Andy Gump,MoonMullins, Skeezix, Harold Teen, Tillie The Toiler,
Toots and Caspar, The Katzenjammer Kids, Barney Google, Dick Tracy, Little
Orphan Annie, and even the utterly impossible adventures of Buck Rogers,
whose author had the nerve to portray trips to the moon, rocket ships, ray
weapons, and other ridiculous things that EVERYONEknew were much too far
fetched to ever come true!

Several ladies assisted Miss Alice, including Dixie Faucette, Relva Reynolds,
Lizzie, Gwendolyn, and Shirley Cornum.

Upon her retirement, a temporary appointment was awarded La Rue Young, until
such time as Ralph Nielson became Postmaster of Sanford. Lizzie Cornumas­
sisted Ralph for a short time.

Nielson moved the Post Office to his own building at the corner of Main
and lst South which, incidentally, was the same location whre Julia Coray
had worked manyyears earlier.

Edna Nielson, Fern Nielson, and Olive Reed worked for Ralph until such time
as he took over the rural carrier's job. The appointment then went to his
wife, Fern Nielson, who is assisted by Olive Reed and Mary Lou Crowther.
These ladies are nowresponsible for mail distribution in Sanford.
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Amongthe town's earliest businessmen were the blacksmiths, who plied
their trade through the l940's. Faithful work horses were shod by these
skilled workmen, as was the proud buggy team that pranced on well shod
hoofs, and even the old grey mare was a regular customer of the smithy,
as he fired his forge, pounded and clanged upon his anvil, shaping metal
for whatever purpose it was needed. wagon wheels and farm qachinery
were made and repaired, and the coming of the Model T and Overland tour­
ing car did not do away with the need for the blacksmith.

One of the town's oldest buildings is the Barthelson building, which was
once the blacksmith shop of Seth Hunt, assisted and superceeded by his
son, Sam. The men about town enjoyed warming by Hunt's fire as he talked
about the signs of the times, predicting death and destruction to the
morbiddelight of his listeners.

Across the street north was the shop of Job Whitney, who also worked at
the trade. His business was taken over by Guy Wilson. Ellis Neilson and
Alfonso Rasmussen worked as blacksmiths, and Chester “Chub” Hutchins oper­
ated a blacksmith shop until the time of his death in the early forties.
Blacksmithing then phased out, with today's farmers having repairs done
by a welding shop in La Jara. Several farriers continued to shoe horses,
the most recent were Okie Wyatt and Harry Larsen.

The blacksmith looms large in the memoryof the people as he was well
immortalized by Henry N. Longfellow:

Uhden the Apheadthg cheAInu1 thee
The vikfliage bméthy AtandA

The Amtth, a mighty man wab he
with Zange and aihmvy hahda

And the muAc£eA 05 his baawhy ahma
Ade Ataong aA than banda

Mr. and Mrs. Chris J. Block established a rooming house and livery stable '
in Sanford's very early days. The Blocks were extremely hospitable, and i
the latch string was truly hanging out on their door for young and old
to enjoy.

Merchandising began with the Crowther store in the first post office
and the Harrison store located on the corner of Main and lst South.
Harrison had been a pioneer merchant at Ephriam, moving his business to
Sanford when Ephriam was abandoned. The Harrison building, as it was
known, had one large room with several smaller ones downstairs and a
single large room in the upper story. A two—flight zig zag stairway pro­
vided the only entrance to the upper room, where Leo Jackson showed “flicks”
and local theatre groups presented their productions. The Harrison build­
ing was eventually destroyed by fire.

A coop merchantile store was built across the street east from the present
monument to the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers, and it was managed by Frank
Crowther. SwenPeterson later purchased the building and operated it until
such time as he was elected to the office of Conejos County Treasurer, at
which time he sold it to Chris Poulson. John B. Reed and Guy Wilson ran
the store for a few years, and it was a meeting place for the menof the
town.
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Peterson-Gyiling Merchandise Store
Wilford Peterson & waiter Gyiiing

Pauison Store
Amelia, Jennie, Andrew, Fred,

and Edith Pauison



The red brick social hall was constructed about a hundred feet south of
the store, and it served as a recreational center for dances, plays,
basketball games, box suppers, etc. It was in this building that the
San Luis Stake Academy had its beginning. After the Academywas moved
to Manassa and the Tivoli built, the hall was used as a garage by Bill
Brothers and Glen Hostetter. whenit was finally dismantled, the brick
from its walls went into the construction of a seminary building for
LDSstudents where the Church baseball field is now located.

To the south of the red brick hall was the town carbide pit. Prior to
the comingof electricity, various types of lighting were used. Con­
sidered to be the best, was the carbide light. A deep pit was dug and
filled with carbide and water. The resulting gas was then piped to the
social hall and the stone church across the way. The lights hung down
from the ceiling with Y-shaped burners that had small jets on each side,
and the janitor used a long woodenpole to reach up and start the light
that made a sizzle and humas it illuminated the room. It was considered
quite a modern convenience, and it was a big improvement over the unsteady
yellow flicker of the kerosene lamp.

Job Whitney and his wife, Julia, served oysters and other food in the
Whitney homenorth of the old Narnock Store. At dancetime intermission,
Whitney would stand on the corner and sing out the advertisement:

0y/MCPJI/.5, Oyzste/us, Oyxstezus on the C0/LVLQ/LM
Goody - Goody, a££ the way down!

It was in l904 that Andrew Paulson and his brother—in-law, Fred T.
Christensen, built a newadobe mercantile store on the southeast corner
of Main and lst Streets. This business was operated for a number of years
by the partnership, then by the Paulsons, and eventually by other merchants.

On the southeast corner of Center and Main, Walt Gylling constructed a meat
market and confectionary with ice house attached to the east end. Gylling
was joined by SwenPeterson, and the two transacted business there for
several years as Peterson-Gylling, with Rozella warnock as clerk. The part­
ners later purchased the building that Peterson had sold to Chris Poulson;
Mrs. warnock took over the smaller store, which she managed for many years
with the help of her son, Tom, who ran the cafe and pool hall on the north
end.

when the new stone church was completed in l907, the log church was converted
to a library, and town meetings, elections, etc. were held there.

Meanwhile, a block to the south, grand things were going on. The entire
valley was highly excited about Pete Mortensen's brain child, the Tivoli!

THE TIVOLI

Grandiosei Magnificientl Splendid! These are but a few of the superlatives
used to describe the once-proud dance hall, famed for a spring floor con­
struction that madeit the entertainment palace of southern Colorado.
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Erected in an era when people were forced to seek entertainment outside
their own living rooms, the building was the dream of Peter Andrew
Mortensen, a building contractor by trade as well as an accomplished
violinist. Peter's brother, Marian, had served as a missionary to the
Scandanavian countries and there he had seen a house of amusement named
the "Tivoli," hence the name.

Scoffed as a visionary, Mortensenwas destined to see the realization of
his dream. Although many termed the venture "Pete's Folly“ and catagorized
the undertaking muchas the building of the pyramids, Mortensen went full
speed ahead, and construction was begun. Tools were not very sophisticated
back then, and a one-cylinder engine sparked the small circular saw, while
the cement mixer used for the slab—on—slabconstruction was fed by a hand­
operated wheel barrow.

Large coil springs formed the basis for the famous floor. Each spring was
anchored to a cement foundation, and a gleaming hard-wood floor topped all.
This was the drawing card that served to entice big bands, well knownbasket­
ball teams, and theatre groups from all over the country to the small town
of Sanford.

Although it took several years to complete the building, and Mortensen was
plagued by financial problems, he never once considered abandoning his
project. At last the big day came; the townspeople gazed in admiration, the
valley thrilled to the promise of things to come. "Pete's Folly” was a
reality - a monument to a man and his dream!

The La Jara Gazette reported that over a hundred and fifty couples took part
in the grand march on Mortensen's new spring floor in Sanford. Refreshments
were served in the basement with Mortensen's wife, Hannah, and his daughter,
Eva, preparing delicious homemadecake, pie, and ice cream.

A few years later, SwenPeterson purchased the building and added to it a
barber shop, soda fountain, and a two-lane bowling alley - this a tribute
to his son-in-law, Carl Gylling, a champion bowler. The moon and stars
twinkled from the huge domeceiling in the ballroom. Elaborate finishing
touches included hand painted murals, the handiwork of master musician and
artist, KingDriggs.

That there was magic in the building, there is no denying, for it had the
power to make the old feel young, the young feel a wonderful sophistication,
a rare enchantment. worries were cast aside and mundanetasks forgotten
when it came time to don dandy duds and step out for an evening of enter­
tainment Tivoli Style.

The Tivoli flourished under the ownership of Swen Peterson and the manage­
ment of Carl Gylling, who movedhis family into the upstairs apartment.
Several years later, Peterson "swapped"the building to his business partner,
Walter Gylling, for his interest in the Peterson-Gylling Merchantile store.

Gylling, a retired rancher in l973, would get a little twinkle in his eye
as he reminisced about the dances, with two or three hundred couples swaying
on the spring floor. "0, it was just the nicest feeling,” he said dreamily,
as he closed his eyes and again became one of the carefree crowd of byegone
days.

95



Gylling rememberedfreezing ice cream in a hand-cranked freezer with
ice carefully preserved in sawdust. “One Fourth-Of-July, I made forty
gallons of ice cream and ran out before the day was over,” he reported.

The receipts from the refreshments usually about equaled the “gate”
from the dance, and everyone looked forward to intermission when several
of the dancers, who had been given free dance tickets in exchange for
their service as waiters, would slip into aprons and help serve ham­
burgers, julip, and the ever-popular homemadeice cream.

was the Tivoli a financial success? "Youbet your bottom dollar it was,”
said Gylling.

He replaced the old gas lamps with a new carbide plant and put in modern
dressing rooms at stageside, although someof the townsfolk protested the
idea of having toilets inside the building - such a thing was thought to
be quite unsanitary! Twohuge pot bellied stoves glowed red hot as they
spread their warmth throughout the building on cold winter nights.

On some occasions, the services of two orchestras were engaged in order
that Sanford's neighboring town, Manassa, would not feel left out of the
entertainment scene. whenthe crowd overflowed the dance floor, alternate
groups were permitted to dance.

Manya youngster, not yet old enough to attend the dance, pressed his nose
against the windowpane to view the spectacle within. Others stationed
themselves downthe block away to listen to the strains of Beautiful Ohio,
Missouri waltz, and I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles. A not uncommonsight was
a row of baby buggies along the sidelines, where slept the babes of parents
whocouldn't resist the dance but had no one to look after the little ones.
The circular seating arrangement beneath the windowsprovided sleeping space
for kiddies who fell asleep and were covered by their parents wraps.

Built to accommodatea variety of functions, the building served various rec­
reational needs —basketball and bowling teams competed, traveling magicians
and theatre groups performed, socials and box suppers were held, and oh,
those fiddling contests with Floyd Claunch winning the groceries and Mary
Cooper (Mudd) stepdancing her way to the prize. Dancing contests were
held with first one couple then another being eliminated by the judges
until only the winning couple remained to perform to the applause of the
crowd. Manya boy and girl braided the maypole in the center of the cir­
cular floor, and Christmas time was likely to see a huge Christmas tree
erected there. Ragging, a popular dance style of the day, could easily get
out of hand. At such times, it was up to the strong armed dance manager
to call the offending couple to task.

It was about l9l9 that Gylling sold the building to the MormonChurch. The
Church not only “frowned upon” but strongly prohibited the use of alcoholic
beverages and thus faced the problem of dealing with many a young man from
out of town, and even someof the local roust-abouts, who felt it necessary
to imbibe a little before going to the dance. Those were prohibition days,
and offenders brought a pint of bootleg along, hiding it under the buggy
seat or in the vegetation back of the building in order to have a little
nip at intermission. ­
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If you danced there during the thirties, you rememberthe big bands of
The wickham Family, Gage Brewer, and Charlie Quaranta. Then there were
the sweet sounds of the local boys, Dean Bailey, his trumpet and his
band —Calvin Johnson on the sax, Fred Kirby with the slide trombone,
Charlie Jones manipulating the ivories, and BobWhitney bringing it all
together with his drums.

Close your eyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..you are in the arms of an old flame,
swinging to the strains of such music as Mexicalli Rose, So Rare, Star­
dust, In The Mood, Roses In December, and I've Got My Love To Keep Me
warm.

Shortly before the demise of the building, movies were shown and the
floor was used for roller skating. The Sanford High School Junior­
Senior Promof 1939 proved to be the grand finale for ballroom events,
and the building submitted to a final curtain call soon after that.
A new High School gymnasiumand Church recreation hall filled the needs
of the community,and the Tivoli reverted again to private interests.

Suffering the pangs of senasence, it stands humbled, humiliated, and
falling into decay. The heart strings of manyan old timer tremble with
pain when they view the remains. Gone is the spring floor; the stars,
though still visible, no longer twinkle from the ceiling, and the moon
has long since ceased to cast a reflection from the footlights it once
knewso well. The hands of the painter rest in eternal sleep, as do
many who shared his glory and enthusiasm. The only song heard in the
building during the past three decades has been the sweet cooing of
pigeons, accompanied by the whisper of winds in the empty chamber.

Outlived? Perhaps. But never to be forgotten by those who thrilled
to its enchantment, dreamed to its magic, and even fell in love under
its wonderful spell. Hollywood had its Palladium, NewYork its Carniege
Hall, but only in wonderful, wonderful Copenhagenwas there a ballroom
to match the grandeur and excellence of Sanford's Tivoli - Pete's Folly ­
the kind of excitement that dreams are made of!
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THE TIVOLI

THE EL PATIO

La Von and La Rae Mortensen
(DowntownSanford in background - (left to right) The
Peterson-Gylling Store, The E1 Patio, The Star Theater



Across the street east of the Tivoli, Edna and Ellis Nielson built a con­
fectionery with several booths and soda-shop wrought iron tables and chairs
that madeit the traditional old time ice cream parlor. There was a lat­
tice partition between the kitchen and one extra-large back booth, and the
place was made even more attractive by a mirrored back bar and gleaming
marble soda fountain. Mrs. Nielson was a wonderful cook and kept the shop
immaculately clean.

The dances at the Tivoli drew crowds that overflowed the Tivoliflggfg,
Nielson's Confectionery, and warnock's Cafe a block-and—a-half south;
as people from far and near came to Sanford to be part of the jovial
crowd.

It was in l926 that Rulon Mortensen opened the amusement center known as
the El Patio, and it was right in there as one of the valley's finest
entertainment spots. Manynoted dance bands played for large crowds; the
Driggs Family of Entertainers performed there, as did Mr. McAdenand the
Tripp Sisters. On evenings when no dancing was scheduled, there would
be roller skating that was muchenjoyed by the younger set. In l927, a
heated swimmingpool was built on the east end of the building. This
pool was entirely enclosed, the south wall being constructed of glass to
allow plenty of sunshine. A coal burning boiler, reclaimed from an aban­
doned threshing machine, provided steam heat. Professional swimmingles­
sons were offered by Mr. Schusler. Also featured was a restaurant and
confectionery, with lots of good food. Newtreats were introduced - the
orange flavored Dixie Cup and the chocolate covered Eskimo Pie.

Attached to the El Patio, was a barber shop, where Ira Whitney, Carl
Vandruff, Joe Hutchins, and others cut hair.

South of the barber shop, w.R. Morgan's Star Theatre beckoned excited
crowds. Those were the days of the silent movie, with the faces of the
heroes and the villians, the sweet maidens and the bad ladies flickering
from the screen with the written words underneath. Gentlemen from Sanford
joined others of the nation in their secret love for America's Sweetheart,
the adorable MaryPickford, and a real chiller was the presentation of
King Kongstarring Fay wray. Other entertainment at the theatre was pro­
vided by a traditional player piano, as the building was filled to capacity
(about 250) with tickets selling for 25¢ or more depending on the cost of
the film.

This entire strip of buildings burned to the ground in l930. There was no
fire department at the time, and the feeble efforts of the townspeople to
form a bucket brigade from the fire to the canal two blocks“§§§t proved
hopelessly inadequate.

Lawenforcement problems brought about the construction of a rock jail,
which did little business other than occasionally housing a drunk or tramp.
The jail was located where the town hall now stands and was torn down
partly because of the good conduct of the citizens and partly because
there was a county jail at Conejos.
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Miss Edith Pau1son
wearing floppy-brimmed hat

Maxine, Jean, and Mary June Peterson

Organza bonnets from Mayme's Hat Shop



Though it is hard to believe, Sanford was once a town of several hat shops!
A lady would, in fact, almost as soon have been seen naked as to appear in
public without a hat. well dressed ladies simply did not go out of the
house "bare headed."

Bolene Poulson opened the first hat shop, followed by MaymeJohnson, who
found business so good that her cousin, Irene McIntire, joined her. They
movedthe store from Mayme'shometo Irene's property a little closer to
town. The two, assisted by Miss Mary Lennington, procured braid frames,
trimming them with ribbon, lace, feathers, flowers, and what-have—you.
There was a virtual flower garden of bonnets made from colored straw and
milan, along with little-girl delights fashioned of dainty organza. Gos­
samer elegance guilded the lily as floppy brimmedpicture hats in pastel
colors aided manya flapper in her effort to charm the beau of her choice.
Youngmarrieds and older ladies sometimes wore very severe felts, which
offered little in the wayof flattery.

Cella and Betha Smith traveled "back east" in order to study the millinery
business, returning with a great deal of expertise in fashion design.
Plumes, satin, brocade —all went into the fantastic creations of the ex­
perts, whose business also ran the course of the tam, the crocheted snood,
and the dainty baby bonnet.

Nellie Hutchins also tried her hand at the hat business, using the large
bay windowof her living room to display her wares.

Also for the convenience of the fair sex, several beauty shops came and
went. Very Whitneymarcelled the ladies hair until the time of her tragic
death (Mrs. Whitney was dry cleaning clothing in her yard, using gasoline

as the)cleaning fluid, when an explosion occured and she was enveloped byflames .

Bessie Christensen set up her beauty shop in MaymeJohnson's old hat shop
and soon gave dozens of curly, curly permanents with her electric machine
equiped with sizzling hot curlers attached to a master unit by black cords.
The process of getting a permanentwas a little frightening, but certainly
worth the risk.

Gladys Carter worked in the front room of the will Carter home. Hers was
the day of the "Pro-Curler" that made little rolls of curls up and down
the side of the customer's head. wave set, made from boiled flax seed,
helped the curls hold in place.

Edith Paulson briefly finger-waved hair in one room of the AndrewPaulson
home, and Oneita Reed operated a shop in the late l930's. Then came the
Kirby sisters, Helen and Virginia, with the last beauty shop in town having
been operated by Mary June Miller about l959.

For those who may wonder if Sanford ever had a newspaper, the answer is
YES.

Sanford had a newspaper, however it was not printed in Sanford. The
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Sanford Gazette was pubiished as part of the La Jara Gazette, which adver­
tised accordingiy:

The Gazette ta ofifientng the tocat newt 06 La Jana and Sanfiond,
atto the mott pnomtnent newt o5 the San Lutt Vattey.

Frank Soule was Editor of the Sanford section, and L.H. Mortensen was the
correspondent. The two interlaced their news items with a bit of advice,
speculation, and homespunphiiosophyz

Items from the Sanford Gazette fo11ow:

June 8, 1916

Nepht Hottetten Aotd a fitne team to a mantn Antontto tatt weeh fion a
conttdenatton 06 fioun handned and fitfity dottant.

R045 Johnton necentty punchated a new Fond. ROAAAayt that mutet had
Atnength and endunance but wene not up tn Apeed.

A new baby anntved tn Sanfiond the patt weeh. Thtt time tt amt a Baby
Oventand whtch came to gtadden the home05 A.C. Faacette. Congnatutattont,
netghbon.

Ratph Reed and Zetma Ratmutten went to Atamoba tatt Satunday whene Mtté
Zetma dtd tome Ahopptng. SomeAunnnted that they wene afiten tome htnd
o5 a ttcente. we ventune that they wttt makea tongen tntp,than that
when the Aunnntenft Aunmtbet come tnae.

A tange numben05 Sanfiond peopte attended the batt gametn La Jana tatt
Satunday and nooted fion La Jana tn thetn game agatntt Atamota. They
expnett gneat confitdence that La Jana wttt have a wtnntng team thtt
Aeaton.

An agneement to hetp gnauet the Sanfiond La Jana noad ta betng ctncutated
and necetutng Aabttanttat ptedget 06 wonhwtth teamt. Thtt tn one 05
the bent noad pnojectt that hat been pnopoted tn the county. Pnobabty
no noad tn the coantny tt tnaueted mane. Nowt4 the time to jotn fionceb
and makett the htnd ofi htghwaytt Ahoutd be. we hean conttdenabte tath
about what ought to be done on noadt. Hene to a chance to do Aomethtng
moneefifiecttue than tathtng.

Lett you fionget, we Aay tt yet
UNEEDACHEESEFACTORV
(untcnambte that one!)

VennOtteton and Annotd Ratmutten took a bunch 05 hontet to thetn nange tn
NewMextco tatt Monday.

D. E. Poatton and wtfie, B.w. wannoch and wtfie, and Phytttt Hambtetn wttt
attend the bummentenm 05 the State Teachent Cottege tn Gneetey.
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Mantén Mxicheaen, Jameb Reed and wtfie, and Peta M0/bt€.n.62J’lAtanted gon
T1104, NewMexico, Tuesday manning tn Ma/zt£n'4 new Chevnotet.

Bunt whitney tefit Tuuday fion C/ueedewhene he expecté to be emptoyed
dunéng the Aumme/L. we expect Bunt to make a Atahe and come back and
manny Aomepoputan Sanfiond gin(’. and Aettfie down to a Léfie o5 pnoA­
penity.

Gten Hootetten made a buA»i.ne5Atnép to Meoita this week tn the Oventand.

wtflfiond Petenéon netunned home taxst Fntday finoma ve/Lypleasant and
ouccusofiut yean at the 3.3’. Uhéve/zA4'tyat Pnovo, Utah. He ante tahe
change 05 the Gytténg-Petwwn Atone du/ztng Mn. Gy!,2tng'A abxsence. Mn.
Gythéng teaveo fion an extended auto tnép thnoagh Utah in a fiew dayzs.

J.F. Thomazswan down finom Manama to do Acme Au/Lveytng on the new noad
pazst Obcan Jack/son’A nanch, whne 0.0!/. Hotman to putting a bntclge tn.

E/zte Smith netunned Satunday manning 5/wm Font Cote/énz»whene he ha been
attending the State Agntcuttunat Cot/Cege. Fnomate nepont/.5, E/zte has
been making good in hto Atadtezs atong the Line 05 vetentnany Ac/éence.
we heantity encounage mone o5 oun young men to take advantage o5 the/in
oppontun/it/Leo and Apend thein time tn Acmegood Achoot natlwn than wean
out the gabte end o5 thefn tnouzsena on Acmetoafienbs /LOOAI.

About the gneatezst numbu that even madethe tnép to Saht Lahe City at
one time gnomthe San Lain Stahe teat fion that city thin weeh. Among
thone gotng 5/comSanfiond It/'1/(Aweeh ane Mn/.>.S.C. Bejztheaen, Mn/.5.Rozebfla
wannoclz, MM. H.C. Heineft, Mn. and MM, 1.1). wezstbnook, Mn. and MM.
3.0. Pete/won, Atma Cnowthen, leoxsee Mongan, Iva Bnothejus, Gneeta
Mantfn, and Tom wannoch.

Advent/(Aement: Punjtan Tattonéng Company - Pnnn Montenzsen, Agent

Feux HenmannThe Gneat, ententatntng at the La Jana
Opena H0uAe. A [Laugh euwcy minute.

La Jana Ca/shStone - we mu meet matfl onden competition.
Can anything be fiainen than that?

The San Lats Uatfley Motoncycfle Ctub wan ongantzed.

La Jana woman'ACfuwstatn TempenenceUnton active and otaténg that
the ongantzed Léquontnafifitc 05 the United States to the bane 05 oun
oévitézatéon, a txuust the Like ofi which the wonlldhaA neven known, with
its tentactezs neachéng tnto eveny ongantzed govennment tn Amenéca5on
Ito ownpnofiit, debauchéngoun cttézerwhtp and tahtng a toll 05 death
that to appabbéngto evuy thoughtfiut man.

June 15, 1916



Hani Fnedhichion neeentiy punchaied a Canten can fiaomMn. Eveaett 05
La Jana. Hana daivei tihe an oid hand at the bubineib.

wand haA been aeceived gnom0.w. Gyiiing and paaty the éinit 05 the
week Atating that they weae beyond Gunniion and had not had a panticie
ofi tine taoubie yet. ’

Annie wahnoch pianted a iawn in hen finont yand.

Coaneiia Moatenien it having onnamentai fience put anound hen tot in
the cemeteny thii week.

Juiy 1, I916

San6ond'A Fonth 05 Joey Phognam: EVERYTHINGFREE AND EVERYONE
CORDIALLV INVITED T0 come:

v.w. Hoiman, Manihaii 05 the Day
wm. C. Spencea, Capawoiofi Antiiieay
Hoim A. Moatenben, Fiag Maiten
Jameb H. Jenien, Oaaton 05 the Day
Jamea Pattenion, Chaplain
Aigea Souie, uncie Sam
Ada Bioch, Goddeib 05 Libeaty

Pnogaamme at 10:00 A.M.

Singing by Chain
Pnayen by Chapiain
Reading the Decianation 06 Independence, Mia. F.0. Saute
Onation, Oaaton 05 the Day
Singing "Stan Spangied Bannea," MLAAJennie Pauiion
Speech, uncie Sam
Quaatet, Eugene Moatenien 5 Co.
Speech, Goddebi 05 Libeaty
Quaatet, Mae. Dixie Chniitenien and Siiteai
Comic Speech, Joseph Thomai

Comittee on Apontz, C.I. Dechea, H.w. Vaientine
John Mongan5 Nephi Hoitetten

THERE WILL BE ALL KINDS OF RACES AND A FIRST CLASS MATCHED GAME OF
BASEBALL!

In the south part of town, wi11 Thomasoperated the only watch repair in
Conejos County, whi1e, a few biocks north of the Thomas home, Bert Spotten
did photography. ‘

In 1927, the Frink Creamery Companyopened a creamery and cheese factory
on the hi1] immediateiy north west of the city Timits. This business was
a reai boost to the town's economy, and dairy herds were increased to meet
the demand. Three trucks picked up five ga11on miik cans enroute, and the
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milk check was, for manyyears, a vital part of the income of many farm
families.

It was about l933 when Kenneth Mortensen and Clad Christensen met with the
townboard to discuss the possibilities of securing land for an airport.
The land in question was a small acreage owned in part by the Drainage
Ditch Companyand in part by Fred T. Christensen.

Mortensen and Christensen were associated with Faus Burns, a Kansas City
pilot whowas barnstorming the country, putting on airshows for county
fairs and similar celebrations.

Anairstrip was built, and Clad (“Pete”) Christensen also built a hanger.
These facilities were used later for a direct airmail route from the San
Luis Valley to Pueblo via a double—winger Stearman plane.

Christensen was an aviator in the days when the event of a plane flying
over town was enough to summonsthe entire family out of the house to view
the strange bird in the atmosphere. Planes sometimes made emergency land­
ings in alfalfa fields, on highways, or wherever they could, and Christensen
was known to have cut a few didos himself.

Cropdusters later used the field, as did other early pilots. Manywill
remember the crash north of town in which Johnny Platt, Alden Westbrook,
and AmelShawcroft lost their lives.

It was at the Sanford airport that a l5 year old Sanford youth soloed his
first plane - guite by accident. Kurt Cornumtells his ownstory:

Thit aii.taah piace duning the Aummenafl 1948. I not wanking
flan Fnanh Guymanat a fliunhy in hit duating butineté. The pan­
ticuian piane that I fliewwan ownedby Pete Chniitenien, and it
uni an open cachpit cab that wan uied flan duiting. Pete had
Aoid the piane a flewdayt beflane and he had inataiied a new
engine in it. He aihed meto waih the ptane and ciean the en­
gine a bit. I fliguned I cauid do a betten jab ifl I taxied it
up and downthe nunway. Thii uwnhed out quite weii flan about
30 minutes. I wai thanaughiy enjoying the wanh and the engine
wan getting what it needed. I taxied dawnthe nunway, euidentiy
a.bit ta flaat flan the ainpiane, but not too flaat flan me. I waa
buoy cheching oii pneieune and tempenatunei when the hide Aeemed
to get quite Amaath. I iaahed up and I iaohed dawn —and tune
enough, I ant aflfl the gnaund! weii, thin caiied flan a quick
decitian. Right on wnang, I decided the beat thing flan meto
do wan to add pawen and go anaund the ainpant and tand. Thin
pneAented.no pnabiem at I aineady had the 30 minuteb expenience
an the gnaund and, in mymind, ihit quaiiflied meto do the neat.
I might add that, to thia date, I have neven met anyone that
agneed anth me.

Mn. Dan Goodwin, piiat flan Fnanh Guyman.wai at the ainpant at
the time and he, eopecaiiiy, thought that I had exceeded myabil­
ity. I'm not Aune whethen he waa mane wannied about me on the
ainpiane, but I flaundout iaten that he aged canbidenabiy in a
flan minuteb.
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wett, I ciheted the atnpont twtce and tanded the ptane wtthout
tnetdent. That was the end 05 my fitytng caneeh fion a go» yeaha.
It tA Atitt a bit eonfiubtng to me how A0 many peopte coutd be A0
madand 60 gtad at the Aametime. I dtdn't thtnh muchabout thtA
tnctdent untit Aevehat yeaha taten, whenI teahned to fity. At
that time, I began wondehtngjutt howI aceompttahed that fitnat
tandtng.

with the automobile came the need for gas stations and garages. A gaso­
line pumpwas installed at the Peterson store; it had a glass domeon the
top that held five gallons of gas, and the store clerk pumpedthe container
full while the customer watched as it registered one-two-three-four-five
gallons of the strange smelling fluid. A garage was opened on the north
end of the building with Herb Brown and Frank Poulson as mechanics.

On the more practical side, Joe Hutchins had a shoe shop, with a very good
business repairing footwear of all kinds.

There was a shuffling around of businesses and businessmen over the years.
In‘ the heart of town, Claude Barthelsen extracted honey in the old Hunt
blacksmith building.

Penn Mortensen conceived the idea of a miniature golf course, and large
crowds spent warm summerevenings enjoying the new entertainment. The
course was built north of Irene's old hat shop.

The Andrew Paulson building had been sold to Job Whitney, who operated it
for a short time, with business failure causing it to revert to its former
owner. Paulson, in turn, leased it to the Heurfano Companyfrom walsenberg.
Fred and Hattie Daniels, assisted by Fred Bently, worked for them, as did
Bob Tallman and Mr. Moss. when Kit Carson took over managership, he hired
Clifford Mickelsen to assist him. After Carson movedto SwenPeterson's
building, Al Smith took over the Paulson store. Later, the building housed
the grocery business of Mr. Perry, and there may have been others.

North of the Tivoli, Kenneth Jack built a grocery store, and Floyd Reed
oepned a filling station. George Bowling had come to town from Mississippi,
and he opened a garage where the Harrison building had once stood. Both
the Harrison building and Bowling's garage were destroyed by fire and re­
built on the same location.

Ednaand Ellis Nielson turned their confectionery over to Stella Nielson
and her son, Dallas, for a few years, and for a very brief period, Melvin
Morgantried merchandising in Irene McIntyre's old hat shop.

Kenneth Mortensen took over Mrs. warnock's store with Thelma Jepperson
clerking for him and TownerHostetter operating the cafe and pool hall.
The Randall Mortensens tried their hand at the grocery business there
for awhile, as did Jim Dyer and DonMortensen, after also having operated
the Kenneth Jack store for a season.

The MooreBrothers, Keith and Courtney, joined the business scene at the,
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THE MIKADO

Cast of l948 Production

lst row - left to right - William Canty, Russel Bindinger, Jim (?) Weston,
Pauline & Vaughn Green (Directors), Josephine Eckols, Dorothy (McDaniel)
Christensen, Merle Christensen. 2nd row - Charlie Jones, Ella Mickelsen,
WinslowChristensen, Glenna (Anderson) Schofield, HowardShawcroft, Margurite
(Thomas) Chris ensen, Molly Rae (Mickelsen) Peterson, Kathleen (Haynie)
Richardson, Reba Christensen, Zatelle Knight, Pauline (Guymon)Jackson.
3rd row- Ren Johnson, Kelland Jackson, TommyRogers, Elwin Christensen,Donald
Christensen, Carlton Anderson, Jack Sowards, Martin B. Mickelsen, Wilford
Peterson.



warnock place and the younger crowd spent many happy hours there.

Charlie Jenkins and his wife, Mildred, were in the warnock store for a
few months, and then it went to Leonard and Zella Cunningham, who were
the last to operate the cafe and pool hall. GeneBarr spent about two
years at the store before the business was discontinued. Oneof the
Explorer Groups used it as their post headquarters for a short time,
and the building was then abandoned.

Teenagers loved the bakery that Al Lujan opened at the Nielson's con­
fectionery. Al's creation, the fudgie, along with fresh fried donuts,
drew the youngsters before and after school, during lunch hours, and on
weekends, as the multi-lighted nickelodeon played such tunes as Green
Eyes, Aurora, and San Antonio Rose. when Al's business outgrew the
confectionery, he movedit to the Paulson building, which was consider­
ably larger, and then, muchto the regret of the townspeople, it was
moved to Alamosa.

Bert Holden took over the Paulson building with a cafe and barber shop,
and it was later operated by the Ben Poulsons, Gene Poulsons, Ellis
Nielsons, HermanMillers, Jim Dyers, Gene Krepses, Katie Knight, Chris
Valdez, and perhaps others.

The walker family, from Texas, movedtheir honey operation to the old
Jack store and the Nielsen confectionery. On several occasions, the
people of the town enjoyed watermellon busts at the ball park, the treat
being supplied by the walkers and Barthelsens, who brought the mellons
from Texas.

The Crowther Dairy, originally owned by Alma and Cella Crowther, has been
in business for manyyears. It began with the purchase of the Carwin
Dairy in La Jara and later incorporated the "Evergreen Dairy" ownedby
the Vernal Andersons of Manassa.

In those days, pasteurization was not required and milking machines were
a luxury that could not be afforded. The milk was hand-bottled prior to
being delivered around the county in a Chevrolet coupe. The Crowthers'
son, Robert, now serves Conejos County with the most modern equipmentavailable.

It was in l943 that Gene Barr began selling groceries in a small way with
a six—monthstint in the front of Floyd Reed's garage. From there, he
movedto the Peterson place, where he bought out Kit Carson's business
of seventeen years. The Barrs remained in that location for about twenty
nine years, with the exception of 40 months at the Warnockstore.

On November6, l973, the Barrs moved their stock to their new building on
south Main Street. The success of their firm has depended on the efforts
of the entire family, including Donand Richard Westbrook (brothers of
Mrs. Barr), as well as several young people who have made their temporary
homewith the big hospitable Barr family —Elsa Lopez, from Monterey,
Mexico; Derrell McKee, from Tahlequah, Oklahoma; Sachiko Yoneyama, from
Yokasuka, Japan; Jose Escobar, from Tampico, Mexico. Another employee
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who will be remembered is Mary Lucero, with her big smile and friendly
greeting, whoworked there for almost ten years.

Taking care of the store has meant long hours, hard work, and having to
miss out on manyof the town's activities, but the Barrs have prospered
and the business is part of their wayof life.

The rough and tumble game of RODEOhas brought publicity to Sanford since
I949, when Edker Wilson, capitalizing on a rodeo background furnished by
his mother's people (The WoodsFamily, from Estancia Valley, NewMexico),
hit the road with his own rodeo show!

Ed's show entertains rodeo—goerswith brahma bulls, Mexican steers, buck­
ing broncs, roping calves, saddle and pick—uphorses, as well as trick
riders, announcers, secretaries, pick—upmen, musicians, clowns, and
specialty acts, all traveling in self contained housing.

As a member of the Colorado State Rodeo Association, Wilson books shows
from one to five seasons in advance in the states of Colorado, NewMexico,
Arizona, Utah, Wyoming, Texas, and Oklahoma. It's GO-MAN-GOfrom March
to November, and there is plenty to do when the season closes with the
feeding and working of the stock, bookworkand contracting for the forty
shows the companypresents each year.

In T975, Wilson had Colorado's champion bull, saddle bronc, and bareback
bronc, as well as purchasing Arizona's champion saddle and bareback
broncs that sameyear.

Ed has, himself, contested in several categories of rodeo, but he says
he could never get rich at it. Calf roping is probably his best field.
He has, of course, done considerable bareback riding, but never as a con­
testant. He knows how it feels to be thrown - ‘has had his share of in­
juries along the way. He can drive a semi with crutches and even dance
with them when the mood strikes.

Wilson is proud to run a clean show, not resorting to drugs or dope as
have some in the business. He sums it all up by saying, “I've enjoyed
it; it's been good to me. If I had it to do over again, I'd just do it
bigger and better."

For manyyears, Cliff Mickelsen has had the only LDSbookstore in the
valley. He also features other books, as well as gift items and novel­
ties.

DuwayneCornumadded a new filling station and garage to the Main Street
scene, and mechanics came and went at that location, as well as the old
Bowling garage building. Bill Chambers, Heber Ganus, Ardith Otteson,
Nick Norton, Dallas Norton, Ron Morch, and others worked as mechanics,
and there were several filling station operators including Troy Hutchins,
Joe Mortensen, Laban Garcia, Gene Poulson, and Towner Hostetter. At
the present time, Hostetter remains to supply gas for each families
many sets of "wheels."
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An unexpected turn of good fortune brought a considerable financial
stimulus to Sanford and Conejos County when the manufacture of silver
and turquoise jewelry suddenly went what the modern generation would
call "banannas."

The mining of turquoise had begun manyyears earlier; Pervine King,
from Manassa, was a pioneer of the business with the discovery of the
opaque mineral in the hills east of Manassa , and membersof his
family were subsequently in and out of the trade, having some especially
lucrative years during world war II. The fad for the product then
seemed to die down for awhile, only to become extremely popular again
in the 60's and 70's.

In Sanford, King's grand-daughter, Vivian Flavin, and her husband,
John Flavin, developed a home-operation that expanded to a large fac­
tory knownas the "Conejos Jewelers." Mrs. Flavin's son, Clive Edgar,
then went into business for himself, and soon his own "Silver Dunes”
shop was also producing large quantities of rings, bracelets, earrings,
belt buckles, watch bands, and other articles that utilized the blue­
green gemusually associated with the craftsmanship of the American
Indian of the southwest.

Before long, it seemed that everybody wanted in on the act —Dan Daniels,
Jim Smith, Jim Dyer, and so many others that it would be an impossible
task to nameeveryone who has interests in the turquoise profession.
Jewelry molds have been contracted out on a piece basis, with many
housewives earning considerable sums of moneyby spending long hours
over the "wax pot."

The Flavins, who got the ball rolling in Sanford, have movedon to other
interests in Arizona, while their son, Mike, carries on for the Conejos
Jewelers with a considerable number of employees and a steady payroll
for the town.

There are those who marvel at the success of the venture, as well as
those who have continually proclaimed that it was all "too good to be
true," "a boomthat can't last," etc. At the present time, however,
the richly ornate jewelry has been responsible for a tremendous boost
to the economyof the entire San Luis Valley.

Whatthe future holds in store for the jewelers, or for the town's
other businessmen, nobody knows!

It is evident that most of the town's merchants are gone with the San
Luis Valley wind. Sanford, as a farming community, has contributed
heavily to the growth of La Jara, Alamosa, and other valley towns.
This may continue to be the trend, as the automobile makes shopping
and recreation areas readily available to one and all.
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The San Luis Valley, with a growing season of only 90-ll0 days, is capable
of producing crops of supremequality. Although there is a possibility of
a June l0th frost followed by another anytime after August 20th (usually
around September lOth), the crops that are grown in this high altitude are
of exceedingly high quality - the vegetables the most flavorful, the grains
the most nutritious, the hay the highest in protein, etc. All are premium
products!

Irrigation was developed early in the settlement of the area, and it was
discovered that there were two types of soil in the irrigated lands: (l)
moderately well to somewhatpoorly drained with sandy loam surface and
clay loam subsoil having depth to sand or gravel of 20-36 inches, and (2)
poorly drained, weakly developed soil over sand or gravel at 20-36 inches
with influence from high water tables and a certain concentration of salts.

The early settlers knewthat they must produce as many of their own food
needs as possible, and they set about to raise as muchvariety as the cli­
mate would tolerate. Several types of apple trees were planted, with nearly
everyone having a few currants, raspberries, gooseberries, plums, rhubarb
plants, etc. Each family had its ownvegetable garden, milk cow, chickens,
and pigs. The folks at Los Cerritos discovered that turnips were extremely
prolific, and they planted lots of that vegetable in early gardens.

Farming depended largely upon horse power, with manpoweralso being required.
Ditches were dug with shovels and scrapers. William Brothers, whose rela­
tives had been miners prior to coming to Sanford, hand-dug a reservoir for
water on his small ranch at the northwest corner of Sanford and did the land
leveling in the same manner.

Seed for grain and alfalfa crops was hand—broadcast, and the walking plow,
scythe, and the steam thresher were relied upon to plant and harvest the
crops.

Thor N. Peterson, Andrew Rasmussen, the Morgans, and Roy Kirby were among
the owners of steam threshers and did commercial threshing. It was quite
a sight to watch the operation of the threshing crew, as the cook house,
bunk house, and other necessary pieces of equipment rattled along on steel
wheels, moving from field to field, where the grain had been stacked to
await the thresher. Frequently, it was mid—winterwhen the machine got
to the last of the grain.

]Soil Conservation Service, La Jara, Colorado, April 9, l976.
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Steam Thresher

Hay Derrick



AndrewRasmussen's wife, Martha, and his daughter, Dorothea, alternated
with the cooking, Niels Jepperson ran the separator, William Canty, Bill
Miller, and other men from Sanford pitched bundles.

Still extant in the southern part of the San Luis Valley are perhaps three
or four dozen Mormonderricks, monumentsto the ingenuity of the pioneers
who conquered the land and brought it into productivity. Through these
bony frameworks, nowweathered and falling into various stages of decay,
once pulsed the life of the hay field.

A working tool of considerable importance to the farmers of the area, the
design was brought to the valley and improved upon by the Mormonpioneers.

Horse drawn machinery first mowedand raked the hay, after which it was
pitched into small piles called shoks, carefully rounded on top to shed
rain, and left to cure for several days.

A partner to the derrick was the hay rack or wagon especially equipped
with a sling on the bottom of the rack, fashioned of woodenstays with
two cables attached in the middle by a metal ring. Fromthis ring hung
a short trip-rope. The extreme ends of the cables were brought to the
top of the front and back of the rack, each with a ring on the end.

Heavy timbers hauled from the west mountains made up the foundation of the
derrick itself. These logs were approximately lg feet in diameter, and to
them were bolted the four leg poles, one of which was equipped with a lad­
der reaching to the platform about 2/3 of the way to the top.

Brace poles supported the structure. The great center pole, possibly 30
feet high and l2 to l4 inches in diameter, was hauled by horse drawn wagon
and wagontrailer. It required two teams of horses to pull the load. Rais­
ing the center pole was no small task, and a farmer running into trouble
often had to call upon the expert experience of Brother Hansen. Huge guy
wires were used to bring the pole into line.

Atop this center pole was a beamwith pulleys attached to each end and fas­
tened by eye bolts. Ladders reached from the platform to the ends of the
beamfor use in hand-threading the cable, a risky job to say the least.
The cable was strung through the two beam pulleys and hooked to a third
pulley at the bottom of the derrick. A team of horses, attached to the
cable at the bottom pulley, poweredthe derrick into action.

Hanging from the ends of the main cable were two large hooks which the man
on the load pulled downand secured to the hay rack rings. The derrick
team then pulled forward, bringing the cable through the pulleys in the
top of the derrick, thus causing the cable to swing around over the stack,
and hoisting the load of hay off the rack. A mansituated atop the stack
would then pull the trip rope; the slings popped apart and dumpedthe hay.

The job accomplished, the stack man handed the trip rope to the wagon man,
and the procedure was repeated. Unlaoding could be accomplished in two
minutes as opposed to 30 minutes required to unload the hay by hand, if,
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indeed, this were at ail possible since a mancouid not pitch the hay to
the top of the stack.

Five wagons and a hefty hay crew cou1d clear a 40 acre fieid in haif a day
with the use of the derrick.

MaryJune Mi11er's first person report te11s of the job of cooking for the
hay hands:

Cooking fion the hay hands was a fieat in itselg and the nepast pne­
paned and senved to these hand wanking men was ofiten flit fion a king.
The meal, pnopenly called, "dinnen" and senved at twelve—o-clock
noon, was the highlight o5 the day. It was only commonsense that
men expending such vast amounts ofi enengy wene desenving ofi nothing
but the best, and pnepanations wene madewell in advance 05 the hay
season to make sune that thene would be ample fiood on hand fion the
big occasion. Manyan egg was destined finomthe day it was put to
"set" beneath the mothen hen to hatch and becomefinyen-size in time
fion the fieeding 05 the hay men.

Gnandpa Paulson, a menchant by tnade, also openated a fianmand cattle
nanch nonth 06 town, on what is now pant ofi the V-Heant Ranch. It
ams thene, manyyeans laten, that I panticipated in the nomanceo5
the hay fiield.

Gnandpaset the pace by nising well ahead o5 the July sun, doing the
numenouschones about the place, bneakgasting, and, as a fiinal chone,
cnopping the heads ofifi a couple 05 fiine noostens fion Gnandma. Moving
like lightning, she then neplaced one 05 the stove lids on the big
Majestic nange in the kitchen aith a black-bottomedtea kettle. The
tea kettle, in dinect contact with the filame, soon nespondedwith
gneat pufifis 06 steam, and Gnandma's wank nus cut out gon hen. Plac­
ing the noostens in a discanded milk bucket, she pnoceeded to poun
the scalding waten oven them. This loosened the fieathens, and with
a gneat deal o5 speed she plucked the binds and fiollowed with a good
scnub in soapy waten, agten which they wene ninsed, eviscenated, and
placed in cold well waten. An houn on so laten, they wenenolled in
filoun, finied in hot fiat, and put to the back 05 the stove to simmen
until noon.

Othen pnepanations went on dhning the manning. Peas wene picked
finesh finomthe ganden, shelled and put to boil; little newpotatoes
wene dug, scnaped, and cooked. Biscuits on hot nolls wene nising
5on.the second time whenthe noostens weneset aside to simen.
Meanwhile, Gnandmahad 'stinned up’ a layen cake that would be
iced with whipped cneamthe last thing befione leaving gon the hay
gield. The second cutting cnew could always count on conn-on-the­
cob to go along «nth a similan fieed.

It seemed to me that we wene neally taking the mountain to Mohammed
as Gnandma,with the help 05 whoevenwas available, packed the din­
nen, complete with cunnent jelly pnesenved the summenbefione, mustand
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ptektet, and homemadebutteh fiheth fihomheh panthy cooteh, ' the
vat.’

Ghandpa and the bogé woutd be headtng 60h the hay dehhtek at we
tuhned tn the gate. The huge dehhtek went to wohkand untoaded the
hay whtte GhandmaAphead a etean eheekehed tabte etoth on the ghound
'neath the otd adttow thee. The dtnneh.wa¢ none the wohae fioh hau~
tng been whttked fihomthe kttchen, and ttz fihaghanee bhought Ghandpa
and the boyt to the ptente ethete tn Ahoht ohdeh.

A good wabh at the neahby ahtettan wett had fihethened them up, and
Ghandpa, tooktng muchttke an Indtan Chtefi, ahhtved at the meat
hath hi4 hath maahed fitat whehe the Aweat band 05 hit otd fiett hat
had phebéed agatntt hta heddtéh-bhown hath.

Phtde tn aeeompttahment wad Ghandma'Ahewahd, and the knew the had
out-done hehaetfi when the men eteaned up euehy taat Achap 05 heh
dettctoub meat.

I had the pteaauhe ofi watehtng Ghandpa cahve a wtttow whtAtte 60h

me begzhe he ghaetoutty thanked Ghandmaand eatted the boga backto we .

"Betteh get thta hay in the Ataek befiohett hatna," he woutd vow,
atthough thehe waa Aeaheety a etoud tn the Aky.

I atwaga Achambted at fiah up the hay dehhtek taddeh at Ghandma
woutd attow befiohe teavtng fioh home. It waa my way 05 endtng a

, . . . d. H " I .d
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and on to the vehy, uehg ttp. Fhomthehe, I can phobabty Aee
att oveh the whote wtde wohtd."

Nephi Smith is credited with having brought what may have been the first
buckskin horse in the valley. This mare was roped on the Utah desert.

The Spanish Americans in the southern part of the valley brought live­
stock into the area. Most of the Mormonswere accompanied from Utah
by a few cattle, sheep, etc.

Recognizing the need to obtain summerpasture for their livestock oper­
ation, a group of Valley men organized the Galvin Cattle Company,with
range in NewMexico. Pete Peterson, Nephi Smith, T.A. (Al) Smith, and
B.S. Reynolds were amongthe partners in the association. Someof the
others were Billy Hansen, TheRussell Brothers, Frank and Ben, and the
Blair Brothers from Manassa. Relatives of these men still reap the bene­
fits of the industry and effort of these pioneer forefathers.

George Morgan, Albian Haggard, Swen Peterson, w.o. Crowther, the Jacksons,
Eugene Mortensen, Renold C. Johnson, and several others had sizeable sheep
operations.
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According to the Sanford Gazette:

Ivan JachAon ofi Antontto hat been tn the utatntty 05 Sanfiohd 60h
Aevenat daya wtth hta Aheep Aheaatng machtne. He haA Aheaaed Geohge
Mohgan'A fitoch and LA now Aheahtng fioh Swen Petehbon. It QOAIAten
eentb peh fiteece to have Aheep Aheaaed, but tt Aaveé mohethan enough
woot to pay the dtfifieaence.

The Gazette also reported:

Sweet Ctoveh ta hatted a4 a gheat Aott buttdeh. It phoduceAchopt
and fiehttttzea them at the same ttme.

And:

Ramonhat tt that chtco bhuéh ta excettent hog paatuhe.

Apparently, however, the farmer did not rely upon chico brush to nuture
his hogs, for the Gazette, in the same issue, ran this news item:

You can heah the datty buzz 05 w.n. Mahtin'A fieed hotteh. Thtt
phoveb that peopte hehe at homecan apphectate a good thtng.

Shortly after the turn of the century, it was noted that weeds were becom­
ing a serious problem, particularly the Russian Thistle, which was brought
to the San Luis Valley by imported wheat.

In l90l, sugar beets were introduced as a valley crop, and field peas were
discovered to be good hog feed, as well as beneficial for soil rotation.
By l906, Conejos County was well knownfor its production of pea-fed hogs,
with California packers discovering the valley livestock.

Potatoes were the ever increasingly dominant crop when the railroad service
became available to most valley towns in l9lO. At that time, the valley had
2025 farms, with l/3 of that number being in Conejos County. Farm valu­
ation of the valley was placed at $32,500.00.wheat, oats and barley were
grown extensively, and the valley was called the "Granary of Colorado."

The San Luis Valley Sugar Company, locally financed, opened a sugar re­
finery east of Monte Vista. Manyfarmers pledged themselves to raise a
certain acreage of sugar beets, but the sugar beet industry eventually
failed. The companywent into receivership, with its machinery being
purchased by a firm from Wyoming.

Stock beets continued to be a good crop, however.

The Valley was threatened by a big flood in l9ll, following a 3-day rain
that caused a great deal of damage in the San Juan Mountains and the San
Luis Valley. Manybridges were washed out, towns were partially destroyed,
as were roads, ranches, and homes. The courses of some of the rivers were
actually changed as a result of the flood. Crewsworked through the night
to save the unfinished Farmer's Union Reservoir and Damfrom washing out.
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water got to within a foot of the top of the damand things looked to be
mighty serious.

In l9l6, the Gazette reported flood conditions in La Jara and Sanford:

The Rtchfitetd dtteh baohe boundé and fitooded the San5oad—LaJana
Road tabt week mahtng tt neeeabaay fiat teamt and caht to go aaound
by Rtehfitetd. Ofigtctata 06 the Rtehfitetd dttch Aaythat tt wat due
to the oueafitaw fitomManataa countay aunntng tnto theta dttch. Theta
seems to be waten to bunn.tn the uattey thtb Aummea.

Frost also threatened the crops, and again the Gazette was in there to
report the story: (June 15, l9l6)

Vet, finobt ntpped the atfiatfia Aome. Kttted the fihutt. It damaged
the eaaty ganden uegetabtet. But that tb no neaton got anyone to
become dtAAatAt5ted. we didn't tote out matn chop aA they have
done tn otheh tocatttiea depending on the fihutt. The eotd weathea
amt qutte genenat and otheh Zocatttteb have £061 maneAentoutty
than we have. we wttt Atttt have fitne gaadenb. Atfiatfia anti
comeout 05 it.

At the close of world war I, the price of potatoes had dropped to 40¢,
and the low price coupled with shipping problems, resulted in no po­
tatoes being shipped from the valley.

Mules were, at that time, selling for about $95.00 each, and were a large
power on the farm. Horses brought $76.00, and range cattle $43.00.

The Railroad suffered large losses and it went into receivership, being
bought by the western Pacific. Following the transfer, it becamethe Denver
and Rio Grande western and the wheels rolled once more.

The San Luis Valley Historian listed the following figures concerning the
numberof farm tractors in the valley:

1919 1924
Atamoaa Cty. 1 Atamota 2
Conejot Cty. 19 Conejoa 51
Cottttta Cty. 18 Coatitta 18
Mtneaat Cty. I Mtnenat No fitguhe
Rto Ghande Cty. 3 Rte Gnande No fitgaae
Saguache 3 Saguache 10

Agriculture suffered considerably by the depression of l920. Manyof the
banks closed.

The Iceberg Lettuce Industry, however, had gotten a start near Creede, and it
was the beginning of a tremendous cash crop that was to be relied upon very
heavily for years to come.

with the advent of the row-crop, came the need for farm laborers, and the
result was the migratory worker. Someof these people came from northern
NewMexico. some from further south. Most of them were Spanish speaking.

ll3



The Narcisco Martinez family was one of the first to come to Sanford.
The Don Chavez and Ricardo Barela families followed. It was in l926
that J.G. Lucero moved to town, followed by his brother, Henry, and
then by Lorenzo.

As the years passed, Sanford's Spanish American population grew con­
siderably.

Vegetable packing sheds were built along the railroad tracks in the
early twenties, and in 1923 a large number of Japaneese farmers were
brought into the valley by the Costilla Estate DevelopmentCompanyto
raise cauliflour, cabbage, lettuce, and garden peas.

To Sanford came the Lees and the Parkses. In the late 30's, the Aigaki
family moved to town.

A group of Sanford boosters published a brochure encouraging people to
settle in Sanford. Erastus Beck gave the following testimonial:

I have ttued hene 28 yeana and fiaamed 27 yeaaa, and nevea had a
fiattune tn cnopé. I neven tnntgate manethan once a yeah. The
£aAt two yeaaa my cnopa went 5,000 buaheta 05 oata each yeah.
It avenaged 52 buAhetAto the acne and weighed 40 poundb to the ]
buahet. we have plenty ofi waten to tnntgate with. we have one
05 the beat countieb in which to hatée cattle and hohaeb, and
thene ane good manhetb fioa euenythtng we can pnoduce. 1

Clover seed was a big cash crop during the 30's and 40's, and the clover
huller was a familiar sight with its crews working day and night.

A pea cannery had been built in Monte Vista in l924, and the spinach
crop was on the increase. In Conejos County, there was a large honey
bee operation, with people from Texas extracting high quality honey
form the pea and clover crops.

Manyranch womenpaid their grocery bill by exchanging eggs and butter
for goods at the store. Milk and cream checks bolstered the budget,
and in Sanford, the Frink Creamery operated two milk routes to collect
cans of milk along the way.

Chickens were raised by setting the hen on fertile eggs and watching
carefully until they hatched. There were Buff Orphingtons, Plymouth
Rocks, Rhode Island Reds, Austria whites and even some Leghorns.
Actually, the heavier breeds of poultry were muchpreferred since
they madea better bird for cooking after their laying days were over.
As things got more modern, baby chicks were ordered from hatcheries
around the country. Their arrival at the post office in early spring
was no secret as their chirp was a happy sound to one and all. A
real farm disaster was the occasional overheating of the oil chick
brooder with the resulting fire in which considerable numbersof the
baby chicks lost their lives. Predators also threatened the flock ­
weasels, skunks, coyotes, badgers, and even magpies took a fancy to the
taste of chicken or at least the sport involved.
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The valley was hard-hit by the great depression of the thirties, and in
l932, drought added insult to injury. Banks closed; manyranches were
lost to foreclosure. Eggs sold two dozen for l5¢, hogs for $3.00 each,
wheat for 50¢ and potatoes for 28¢ a bushel. There was little profit in
hay at $5.00 a ton or cattle at $l3.00 a head.

President Roosevelt created an emergency job program to meet the emer­
gency. It was known as the wPA, with workers being paid about $57.00
a month in l936. The Colorado Old Age Pension Plan was instituted,
with $45.00 a month being paid to older people, and a 2%sales tax im­
posed to cover the expenditure.

In 1937, the valley's highest potatoe yield to date increased their
farm income considerably. Someof this moneywas invested in tractors
to supplement horse power on farms.

By the time world war II began, the garden pea market was controlled
by Conejos and Costilla Counties, with an acreage of ll,400.

The garden pea was King, and La Jara became known as THE PEA POD OF THE
NATION.

The pea was a row crop that required considerable manual labor, and the
financial boost was a great help to the county. It took a lot of workers
to care for the planting, cultivating, harvest, and shipment of this veg­
etable.

The pea was a delicate crop, subject to the elements. Hail was ruinous,
as was Mildew, and frost put an end to the harvest.

A tender white blossom preceeded the pod, and a few weeks later large
crews of men, women,and children went into the fields to start the har­
vest. Pickers had to be very careful as they removed the peas from the
vine in order that a second crop could later be harvested. A third pick­
ing was knownas ‘the gleaning.'

Peas were picked in buckets, then emptied into gunny sacks until the
picker reached the end of the row, where the scales were located. The
sack was then weighed and the weight recorded to the picker's name so
that he could be paid at the end of the day; payment was about l%¢ a
pound. Later on, bushel baskets were used, and the picker was paid on a
piece basis with 20 to 35¢ the going rate, depending on the price the
grower, himself, was to receive for the peas. The sun was hot, and the
work hard, bending over the vines for long hours at a time.

The peas were then taken to the sheds to be sorted and packed prior to
shipment from the valley. Inside the sheds were long tables with canvas
belts over which the peas movedin front of ten to twelve sorters, usually
women,whose job it was to remove the cull peas as they passed along the
belt.

A man at the top of the table poured the peas downwhile, at the end of the
table, another man saw that the peas got into the basket and weighed. A
group of womenworked with the full baskets arranging a ring of peas at
the top to give the baskets a finished appearance. This was knownas ‘ring
facing.‘
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In assembly line fashion, the lidder applied the lid, passed the basket
on to a memberof the loading crew directly inside the iced railroad
car adjacent to the platform near which the shed was built. The D&RGw
Railroad then puffed and smoked its way out of town, as the peas were
transported to markets throughout the land.

Floyd and Clad Reed operated a pea shed in Sanford, hauling the product
by truck to the railroad in La Jara. The Reeds were partners with Doug
Motz, Harry Reimer, Bill Thompsonand others. Their Sanford operation,
with Charlie Cunninghamas floor manager, provided employment and excite­
to the town as Sanford did its share to make La Jara boom.

There was a beehive of activity in La Jara, with people scurrying around
subject to night call or whatever was necessary to get the pea to market
in good condition.

Big men about town, of course, were the shippers —Armstrong, McDaniel,
0.R. Gylling, Walt Gylling, DougMotz, the San Pat Vegetable Shippers,
and others.

Lettuce and cauliflour were packed simuntaneously, and crews also worked
around the clock in their effort to market these crops at the peak of
flavor. Crate makers situated their operations near the packing sheds,
with crate tables, hatchets, and nail strippers to be used in their part
of the process. Jim Creason, T.J. Carwin, Steve Mohica, Bob Whitney,
Hermanand Morris Miller, Lyle Barber, and others performed this service,
and LewMiller claimed something of a record with the making of 650 crates
in a day.

The town of La jara was really hopping —Dallas Nielson and his crew were
frying hamburgers galore, as were the employees of the Pheasant Cafe, Bryant's
Place, and other restaurants. De Goyler's pool hall and bowling alley was
a busy place, as was Tony Johns‘ store, the various barber shops, Brown's
Hardware, The Bargain Store, Murphy's Hardware, Mcclanahans, McCarrolls
or warwicks as it was known then, and the Manning Insurance Agency. The
First National Bank was there to rake in the money.

There was no lack of entertainment as the La Jara Theatre played to stand­
ing room only audiences in their location above the Highway Garage. Ned
Newcombran the theatre and people made sure to be present on Friday night
when Bank Night crowds gambled on winning amounts as great as $100 for
lucky tickets to be drawn.

A carnival came to town each season, setting up its rides in the vacant
lot east of the bank. Fred G. Brunk's comedians also brought their tent
show to town, and to top it all, the town celebrated a two-day event known
as VEGETABLEDAYS. There were parades, with the pea cultivator cutting
capers amid floats. It was even whispered about town that gambling tables
were set up in several of the pea sheds, with cards shuffled and dealt
and large amounts of money passing over and under the tables. An empty
lot between the City Drug Store and Brown's Hardware was improved with
a wooden platform, where open air dances were held, with tremendous crowds
of people dancing each night. what a gay time it was for one and all,
as the town's economyreached its peak!
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Frost brought an end to the vegetable season, although it was often
quite spotty - hitting one part of the area and missing another. wheels
then cranked to a stop and the young people counted the money they had
been able to save after eating numerous hamburgers and taking in all the
entertainment. The growers also counted their profit (or loss), and
they knew that they would gamble again the coming year.

In l939, the first acreage of Morvarian brewing barley was planted for
the Coors Companyfrom Golden, Colorado, by Fred wright of Monte Vista
and Fred Anderson from Jarosa. Less than thirty acres were planted, and
the yield was about thirty bushels per acre of what was to becomeone of
the Valley's largest and most profitable cash crops.

By l975, the country was hearing more and more about San Luis Valley
alfalfa. Trucking becamevery big, with hay leaving the area in such
quantity that people wondered where it all came from. The valley hay
market becamehotter than the proverbial firecracker.

Pioneering the hay haul from Sanford was the Faucette Trucking Company,
owned by Paul Faucette, who had the foresight to anticipate the new
market and gear up for it. His well-equipped trucks, with skilled dri­
vers are on the road day and night - their ‘Good Buddy‘ CB radios
are on the airway as they move hay from Colorado to Texas, NewMexico,
Kansas, and other states. During the winter of l966-77, a newmarket
was established in Michigan.

with the drought of l977, there is talk of hundred—dollar—a—tonhay this
coming winter, and nothing is impossible!

The Mortensen Farms are also big producers and shippers. It is amazing to
count the number of loads that they moveout of the valley each week.

In summingup the agricultural picture in the San Luis Valley, one would
have to admit that great strides have been made. There is, however, one
big factor that maymakethe difference in all this.

That resource is extremely vital, and it is knownas "WATER."

water seems to have been taken for granted in the early days. It appears
that there was no shortage of it, and it maybe a case of not missing the
water ‘till the well runs dry.

Before the turn of the century, Joe Thomas, an extremely cognizant gentle­
man from Manassa, warned the people that they would be wise to get their
water rights in order or they would eventually lose them to Texas and
New Mexico.

In l894, the total run-off of the Rio Grande River had dropped to 765,900
feet of water, and as of l896, the dry cycle continued. Engineers suggested
huge reservoirs for water storage but, because of the agitation by states
to the south, the Secretary of the Interior placed an embargoon all con­
templated reservoir construction. It was called the Embargoof l896.
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Possib1y the farmers were 1u11ed into comp1acency by a wet cyc1e that
continued over a period of severa1 years. As has been stated, the
1oca1 newspaper reported in 1916 that "There seems to be water to burn
in the va11ey this year.”

The San Luis Va11ey Historian te11s of another deve1opment:

By 1929, the State 05 Cotohado, the State 05 NewMextco, and the
State 05 Texat, debihtng to temoue att caunet 05 phebent and 5u—
tune contnovenby among thebe AIHIQAand between cttizenb o5 one
05 thebe Atateb and ctttzené 05 anothea Atate wtth Aeapect to
the ate 05 the watent 05 the Rto Ghande...haue heAotved to con­
ctude a compact 501 the attatnment 05 theae puflpoéeb...

This document was signed at Santa Fe, NewMexico on February 12, 1929.

By 1931, the 1owest run-off of the Rio Grande since 1902 was recorded ­
fa11ing from 710,000 acre feet to 353,000. Things 1ooked mighty serious.

It wou1d thus appear that we were not so1d down the river in one fe11
swoop, as there were many rumb1ings prior to signing of the 1etha1 docu­
ment.

what may we11 have been the beginning of the end took p1ace in 1938, when
a permanent Rio Grande Compact was drawn up by and between the States of
Texas, NewMexico, and Co1orado. The Compact, which went into effect on
May31st, was approved by the State Legis1ature and the Congress of the
United States, and concerned the Rio Grande, Conejos, Los Pinos, and San
Antonio Rivers. The San Antonio, Los Pinos, and Conejos a11 join before
emptying into the Rio Grande River at Las Sauses, and the combined f1ow
is treated as the "Discharge of the Conejos River” in the Compact.

The fo11owing tab1e i11ustrates the amount of water that is to f1ow into
the Rio Grande River at Las Sauses and on to NewMexico from the Conejos
River under the terms of the Compact.

"DISCHARGE OF THE CONEJOS RIVER"
(Quantities in thousand of acre feet)

Combinedrun-off of Conejos, Amountto run into the
Los Pinos, and San Antonio Rivers Rio Grande at Las Sauses

100 0
150 20
200 45
250 75
300 109
350 147
400 188
450 121
500 178
550 326
600 376
650 426
700 476

118



Through this measuring station east of Antonito, Coiorado,
the life b1ood of the San Luis Valley rolls and tumbies its
way to enrich the fields of the states to the south!



Farmers and ranchers have tried manymeans of obtaining relief from the
terms of this Compact, but-to no ayaii, A variety of irrigation systems
have been used to alleviate the water problem. Private wells were dug;
manyof them were free flowing to start with, but eventually it became
necessary to utilize pumpsto keep the water coming. The intiial cost
of the well, plus the expense of the pumpingprocess, makes this very
expensive and, eventually, heavy regulations were placed on the use of
such wells.

In l949, Rulon E. Mortensen, and his son—in law, William Orchard from
Grand Junction, Colorado, purchased about 500 acres of land located on
the east side of the Rio Grande River, about twelve miles southeast of
Sanford. The virgin land was broken up, cultivated, and planted in
small grain and field peas. The crop was irrigated by a diesel-driven
pumpthat brought water from the Rio Grande River, lifting it about
l2—l5 feet.

The crop was extremely abundant, and the following year a rock dam was
constructed across the river in the Little Box Canyon. More land was
broken up, a network of ditches, headgates, and culverts was built,
and the dam held the water. It was constructed so that it formed a
large reservoir with a very large capacity.

The State Gameand Fish Department stocked the reservoir with Rainbow
trout and cat fish, and it becamea well—usedrecreation area.

Due to the tremendous amount of snow that fell in the surrounding moun~
tains the next winter, the river had a record run-off the following
year. The dam could not withstand the pressure. It was destroyed and
never rebuilt, but manypeople considered it quite a remarkable feat
of engineering and it is still spoken of as ”Rule's Dam.”

In recent years, sprinkler systems have been installed on valley farms,
and they appear to be the coming thing. They will not be able to solve
the problem and farmers are still looking for the answer.

As the valley enters its l977 farming season, it faces what looks to be
a severe drought. At this very critical point in time, influential out­
side groups are pressuring to tap the Valley's underground water supply
by drilling wells for use as a slurry line to transport coal from the
walsenberg area to points south. Valley people are strongly opposed to
the plan, but the decision may not be theirs to make.

Howlong will such outrages continue?

Are we willing to allow the land of our forefathers to becomea parched
and barren wasteland?

WHO WILL BELL THE CAT?

In the answer to these questions maywell lie the future of our beautiful
San Luis Valley of Colorado.
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HEAVENBLESS THE WOMEN—They, too, fought the battle!

A great deal has been written about the valley and the men who
conquered it. Less has been said about the womenwho stood at
their sides, looked after their comfort and welfare, bore their
sons and daughters, supported their labors, and, indeed, made
the whole thing worthwhile. Though most of them basked only in
the recognition heaped upon their husbands, they were certainly
in there and working their hearts out all the way.

They served when:

.....THE STAFF OF LIFE was homemade bread, made from
a formula of yeast, guarded on the pioneer journey and
kept perpetual in a jar in the kitchen cupboard...

.....CHICKEN FORDINNERinvolved raising the bird from
egg to hen, beheading, plucking, eviscorating, cooking,
serving, and washing up after the meal...

.....CLEANLINESS WASNEXTT0 GODLINESS, and it was with
mucheffort that the old tin tub was brought from the
shed, water hauled into the house and heated, homemade
soap put to use, freshly laundered hand—madeunderwear
hung beside the kitchen stove to warm —a Saturday night
rutual with Mother in charge of the operation...

.....THE HANDTHAT ROCKEDTHE CRADLEwas also the hand
that chopped the kindling wood, drove the plow team,
administered to the family's medical needs, and even
assisted in the laying out of the dead...

Chronicled within this section are the accomplishments of some
of the women,representative of countless others, who gave their
all to the winning of the west.
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Aithough we Tive with the idea that the maTe roTe has aiways been that
of famiiy breadwinner, womenhave, in varying degrees, participated in
this caiiing. Manyhave carried heavy responsibiiities, being caTTed
upon to fuTfiTT the duai roie of wife and mother who was aiso partiai
or even soTe support of the famiiy.

There is something to think about in the five Tines of wisdom penned
by an unknown phiiosopher:

Thehe ahe 5ouh.thingt a tady thoutd know

Howto took tihe a giht
Act tihe a tady
Think tihe a man
And wohh tihe a dog.

A womanis usuaiiy the heart of the home. This position is hers regard­
Tess of what eise may be her Tot. Our changing society has aitered the
pian to some extent, but for most womenit stiii hoids true.

Through the efforts of the pioneer woman, the crude Tog cabin was made
into a reai home. Famiiy histories paint vivid pictures, and excerpts
are inciuded here - this one from the records of Bernice Carter Thomas:

Gnandtatheh and hit thaee tont cat and hauied togt fihomthe
mountaint to buitd a one hoom log cabin in Sanfioad. . . How
happy the gamity wat! They buitt a cabin and had a fiiflti
fitow ahtetian weti dag. They had a cow, tome chichent, and
a 5&0pigt, betidet the gatden, a flewchab appte theet, tome
cuhhent buthet, and.tevehai hivet 05 beet. The gamity not at
comfiohtabteat any o5.the otheh.pioneeht at that.time. Thebe
tatt chitd, Sahah Dett, wat both in thit tog cabin on June 6,
1897. In Katee yeaht, they buiit a £ean—to on the Log doom.
Thit amt ated god a hitchen and the log hoomwat a giant and
bed hoom. ­

The éhont hoomwat papehed with bhight wait papeh. Thete wat
a tag cahpet on the fitooh and tace cuhtaint at the two win­
dowt. The fiukniiuae contitted ofi too ihon bedt and a chett
05 dtaweht. Ghandfiatheh made a tahge box to keep quiitt in.
It had a Kid on top and wat uted to tit on at wett at got
ttohage. Thehe ant a heating ttove and a mantte whehe the
hehotene tamp tat. I temembeathe big btach coveted fiamiiy
bibte atwayt ctote by, phobabty on the chett on box. Thehe
weae tevehat chaiht in the hoom and above Ghandmothehand
Ghand5atheh't bed hung an entatged pictute 05 John and Mattha.

The hitchen had a wooden 5tooh, which Ghandmotheh atwayt hept
tchubbed and thiny. She woatd ute tye toap and a bhoomto
tchub it aith. She wouid get ciean wateh fiat evehy ptace
the tchubbed. She aoutd pat papeat downto ptotect it and
keep it ctean. Lateh on, the had wovenhag hugt in fihont 05
the ttove and aaound the doom. The hitchen fiuhnituhe con­
titted 05 a tahge coat cooh ttove, a bed in one tide, and a
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ta/Lge kitchen tabte. I can tee tn mymtndthe tabte with an oit
ctoth on it and a tahge gtatzs Augah bowt and gtaté whtch hetd the
teatpoont. Thue was a homemadecupboa/Ldon "tafie," at they catted
it. It had Atdes made05 ttn with Atazzton ctutet punched fiutt
05 hates to tet aih tn and keep fittezs out.

A ta/Lge wooden box with a Ltd on wa/.>cattied the Maui: btn. The/Le
Wat a pa/zitat Ahetfi twstde the gtou/L btn, W/'1?/Le,butteh wat Izept.
The/Le we/Le atwayt Aevmat zsach/.so6 fitou/L too. Thehe wat a wooden
box back 06 the Atove 60/Lwood and a wash Atand on whtch /stood
the wate/L buchet, wazshba/.stn, and Aoap dith. A Amatfl dtppe/L with
a hancuie hung on the watt at weu’. at a Amate rm’/z/Lo/Land a ctoth
pocket to hotd the b/wzshand comb.

Above the d00/‘Lto the 5/Lont hoom wa/5 hung a ve/Ly Amatt ho/use zshoe.
I thtnh thi/.> Wat the Ahoe that WM on the mute G/Landgathezthad
when he Lived at Cat C/Leelaand when he fintghtened the men who had
Atoten abt the Auppttezsthey coutd fitnd and htdden them tn a cave.

G/Landmothe/Latzso had a tewtng machtne. One day a badge wat fiound
tn one 05 the d/nawww. It was the badge Gltandfiathe/L had when he
wazs that/£55 ofi BQCLUQ/‘LCounty, Utah.

Gzzandmothe/Lwazsatwayt neat and etean tn pe/won and wat aewayt
vejzyth/ztfity. I6 a gatment had a hote tn it, the woutd patch it.
She atwayt Aatd, 'It it no di/.sg/Laceto wean a patch but a tean
on a hate Ahowzshow thathy a pe/z/sonUs.’ I gueté I tnhe/zited
tome o5 that thait 5/LomG/aandmothe/Lbecawse I woutd /tatheh tee
a patch than a hote. G/Landmothejtmade heh cottco d/LPAAQAand
gtngham (1)3/LOVIA.HQ/Ltttpzs, o/L chemizsezs at they wehe catted,
wme made 15/tomMow: tachzs.

Some 06 the exputencezs I had with G/Landmothe/Lwe/Letn the fiatt 05
the yea/z.agtw the 5a/Lme/vshad cut thei/L wheat and Gaandmothe/L
woutd go gteantng. She woutd have a gunny Aach and a tong ap/Lon,
and I woutd go with hejz. She wouiid tuch the towejt pa/zt 05 the
up/Lontn the Lband ahound hm waitt. we woutd ptch the head»: o6
the wheat atong the ditchbanht, and put them tn G/Landmothe/L55
up/Lon. when it Wowpaxztty gate, the woutd put the headt tnto the
tack and /sta/zt att OUPJL. It wa/.»not unuzsuat 50/1.G/Landmothe/Lto
get Aeue/Lat tack’/.s 05 wheat 60/: heh chtchent. My 6C(Ihl2}Lof: one 05
the boyzswoutd b/ting a buggy and take ott the wheat to G/Landmothe/U23
to be Ato/Led 60ft wtnteJL.

Anothm memohyI /Lecatbt wa/3tn the gate when the theep woutid be
b/taught down 6/L0mthe mountatm. Some o5 the /.»heep woutd c/Lawt
undm the ba/Lbedwihe fiencet toohtng 50/Ltome/thtng to eat, and
tome 05 the woot woutd ciitng to the ba/Lb/5. I have gone with my
Gtandmotheh and putlied the wool’.5/tomthe ba/Lbzs. we woutd put the
wool’.tn the tack. when G/Landmothe/Lhad enough woot, the woutd
tahe it homeand ca/Ldit tnto tmatt’. bats the Atze 06 he): hand.
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when Ahe had enough, Ahe would put them tnto a qutlt gon the bed.
TheAe wene wanm and heavy.

I nememben Aome 05 the thtngA Gnandmothen would cook. She would
make dumpltngA uAtng baktng powden. Aalt, and mtlk thtckened wtth
filoun. She would put a Amall ball ofi thtA dough tn hot chtcken
on beefi bnoth. They we/Le Ao dtfifie/Lent 5/Lamthe Dan/(Ah dumplingA
my mothe/Lmade. She also made the wtld cu/znant dumpling o5 filoun,
Augan, Aalt, and baking powden. She would put tt tn a thin cloth
bag and batl tt fion two hou/zA. Then Ahe would nemave tt 5/Lamthe
bag and put tt an plateA and Alice tt. Then it waAeaten wtth
c/Leamand Augan. we alwayA thought it waAa gneat meat.

Gnandmothe/L alwayA Aatd, 'A p.PJU.S0ncan tell what ktnd 05 houAe—
keepen you ane by the loakA 05 yaun yand, youn cannal, and youn
elbowA.' She alwayA kept he/L doon yand Awept and fience anaund
the chicken yand and the connal whene the cowA, honAeA, and pt'gA
we/Lekept. Gnandmothcmneally hated fil/ie/5 on bugA 05 any ktnd.

I nemembm one Thank/sgtvtng when Papa killed a ptg and Gnandfiathen
came to help him. Gnandmothen came too. Mothe/Lcooked a good
dtnnen fian evenyane. Afiten dtnnen, Mothen became ill. On Nouemben
25, 1910, Mothe/Lgave btnth to a baby boy. Th,<'AwaAthein Aecand
Aon. They named him John Oakly Ca/zteh, John being Gnand5athen'A
name.

Fond memories of homeare a1so recorded by 01ive Faucette Christensen:

I want to wntte a little about Aome05 the filoon cave/ztngA. They
uAed to have nag canpets. The womenwould take all thei/L old
clothe/.5, waAh, and Aometime/.5colon Aome 05 them, then tean them
tn nannow At/ztpA about an tnch wide and Aewthem tagethe/L, then
wtnd them tn a lange ball enough to weave AtnipA 05 canpet about
a yand wtde. They would then Aewthe AJUr,ipAtagethen until they
got enough to COVQJLthein 6loonA. They Aametimexs got Atnaw tn
the gall afiten thneAhtng and put tt on the filaon with canpet tackA.
It made a nice covejztng. Sometime/Athey would juAt uAe pape/L to
coven the filoon. Fan thnaw nugA, they would gtx nagA and then
bnatd them and Atant wtndtng the bnatd anound and Aewthem till
they got the Atze they wanted. MyGnandmothen Hufifiaken uAed to
make bnatded nugA.

Lye Aoap waA made by the 6olkA taking ponk cnacklingA and pulp
5/Lamthe nende/Led land and Aavtng the Auet, fiat, and tallow finom
Aheep. They would Aave until they had enough flan a batch ofi Aoap.
They would buy canA o5 lye and then cook the fiat tn the lye. The
Aoap waA ve/Lygood and got the clothes ve/Ly clean. we had to nub
oun clotheA on the nub boand, nubbtng the lye Aoap tnto them.
Afitu thi/A, we would botl aun clotheA tn a lange botlen on the
coal Atove. ThtA would aao have a ban ofi lye Aoap cut tnto tt.
Afiten the elatheA had been botled fian Aometime, we would take them
out and Acnub them mane. Afiten thn'A, we would put them tn blutng
waten. It waAa lot o5 wank but the clatheA alwayA looked good
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and etean and fioa tahge waahtngt tt tooh neaaty att day. The next
day waa thontng and we woutd heat oua thont on a coat Atove. We
woutd thon unttt the than got eotd then change to a hot thon.

I am aemtnded o5 oua beda tn the éatt agteh thaethtng ttme. Agten
thaeahtng ttme, fiotha woutd get theta bed ttcht heady and fittt them
wtth ntee newAtaaw and put theta beddtng on top ofi the Ataaw ttcht.
It made a heat ntce bed. I have Atept on Ataaw beda a tot, and
gooae fieathea beda. Anotheh thtng peopte uted to do fioh beda, they
woutd go to the atveh.and Atoughb whehe thehe wab totz 05 eattattt
gaowtng. when they weae atpe and Atahted Aheddtng, you coutd putt
then ofifi the étatha and fittt youh bed ttch uwth them. I have nevea
Atept on them, but othea peopte Aay they weae Ohay.

Mamawoutd tahe heh egga to town. She woutd have maae than the wanted
to spend and the Atohe woutd have a tot ofi dubtttt, a ptece ofi metat
Aomettmebgotd tn cotoa and Aomettmeéattveh wtth the name o5 the
Atoae on tt and the amount —5¢, 70¢, 15¢, 20¢ up to $7.00. They
atwayzs gave change {,/Lomyou/z eggzs and but/te/L oh whateve/1 you had to
Aett. Theae waa a httehtng poat tn fihont o5 the Atoae to tte youh
hohae to whtte thadtng at the Atohe. It waa uehy Ataong and woutd
hotd any htnd 05 hoatet.

Mamahad to have mtth boxea to keep the mtth and otheh thtngé. She
woutd put them tn ttght eontatneha and put them tn boxea wtth eteaa
ahteatan wateh. ThtngA hept good that way.

It would be difficult to name the town‘s outstanding womanfor every
womanis, in her ownway, special, and fills a need in the lives of
those with whomshe comes in contact.

The womenwho are mentioned in this chapter were found to be represent—
ative of womenin various phases of life. Their story could be similar
to that of many other women- give or take a few changes.

Cella Crowther:

As the sons of Bishop w.0. Crowther reached courting age, the father
offered this sound advice:

Ftnd a htght good mothea and take any one o5 hea daughteht that
you can get!

Proceeding to do just that, Almachose for his bride Miss Cella
Christensen, daughter of wilhamenia and William E.O.T. Christensen
of Manassa.

The business of life brought both joy and sorrow to this young couple.
"Put Your Shoulder To The wheel“ may have been their theme song as they
set about to raise a family of nine children - Oneita, Violet, Nadine,
Richard, Alice Mae, Fern, Bob, and Janette. One daughter, Delsie, fell
victim to a combination of Meningitis and Scarlet Fever at the age of
sixteen. This was a great sorrow to the family.
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The Crowthers farmed for manyyears, later operating a dairy business
in Conejos County. Dairying being the hard work that it is, one can
well imagine the effort Cella put forth as she worked shoulder—to—
shoulder with her husband in addition to performing the duties of
housewife, cook, seamstress, nurse, and mother. She also served her
church and her community well, being President of the YWMIA,President
of the Relief Society, Primary worker, President of the Sanarado Study
Club, and President of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers, which po­
sition she occupied at the time the monumentto the Daughters of the
Utah Pioneers was erected in Sanford.

Always coming through adversity with a smile, Cella brought sunshine
into the hearts of manyas she encouraged her husband during the years
he served as Bishop of the Sanford Wardand in other capacities.

Failing health has not dimmedher pleasant outlook on life, and she
is an active and useful person today, as she always has been.

Cella was, very deservingly, recognized as Colorado Mother of The Year
in l952.

Mabel Mickelsen:

A contract to teach school in the little town of Sanford. Colorado, was
neatly packed among the possessions of Miss Mabel Alice Hansen as she
stepped down from the buggy that golden autumn day in l909. Having re‘
signed a school teaching position in Nebraska, Miss Hansen accompanied
Margarite McDonaldand several other young ladies on a Colorado adven­
ture that was to be of a more permanent nature than they realized.

Settling herself in a classroom at the old red brick ball park school
house, Mabel made friends in town and soon caught the eye of several of
the young men. Martin Mickelsen took a shine to her, swept her off her
feet, and from that day on she belonged to the San Luis Valley.

Five children came along, Evelyn, Martin B., Pauline, Paul (Pauline's
twin brother who died in infancy), and Joseph C. Mable was able to
successfully combine the roles of mother and educator during a forty
year career of teaching in the valley schools at Sanford, Fox Creek,
Mogote, La Jara, Romeo, Conejos, Manassa. and Antonito.

She was thrice elected to the office of County Superintendent of Schools —
twice in the l920's and again in the early 40's.

Her leadership abilities were recognized by the citizens of Sanford, and
she was elected to the office of Mayor, having been the only womanto
serve in that capacity in the town's history.

Literally dying with her boots on, it maywell be said that in this plucky
lady was embodied the spirit of the words by an unknownauthor:

white I Live, God gnant I Ahow(I
So when I'm dead, fialha milk know it
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Death came in the autumn of l959, just fifty years after Mabel had ar­
rived in Sanford. The Mickelsens were living in Romeoat the time, and
Mabel, having made an appointment to have her hair done in Sanford, was
driving her automobile between the towns when she was stricken by a
cereberal hemmorhage. No doubt her active mind was filled with plans
and hopes at the very momentthe attack occured. Pulling to the side of
the road, she succumbed, active and going to the end —as she would have
wished it!

A lady to remember.

Grace Crowther:

widowhoodwas a very serious situation in the days prior to enactment of
social security laws. Employment for womenwas limited, and the widow
was often faced with extremely heavy burdens of responsibility.

Grace found this to be the case.

The cold grey of early morning gloom prevailed in the Crowther home that
January dawn in l935. Fatigued by a restless and anxious night during
which neither of them had slept, Grace and Bob prepared to go to bed.
Bob had suffered severe arm and chest pains during the night, with nausea
and other symptoms. Grace, sympathizingly, had tried in vain to find a
remedy for his discomfort, as he spent the night in a chair that he might
breathe more easily.

“we didn't know about heart attacks in those days. we had no idea what
was the matter," Grace reports.

As daylight broke, Bob fell exhausted onto the bed, only to be claimed by
death a few minutes later. what tragedy befell the young mother who, at
the age of 35, faced the world to provide for a family of eight children
ranging in age from l6 years to l4 months. Another baby was due to ar­
rive in August.

To compoundthe problem, those were depression days. Crowther had raised
a beautiful crop of garden peas the summerprior to his death and was
hopeful that the harvest would put the family on its feet once more. But
this was not the case! A ruinous hail storm beat the tender young vines
into the ground. “It looked like a herd of cattle had trampled the crop,”
Grace remembers. These worries, a possible cause of the untimely death,
added to Grace's grief as her husband was buried two days later.

with no alternative but to tackle the problems ahead, Grace proceeded to
roll up her sleeves and get to work. "I think this is when I first de­
veloped my high blood pressure problem,” she says, "But I didn't say any­
thing about it. what good would it have done? I don't know how I'd have
made it without my garden, my sewing machine, and my brother, Wilbur.”

The end of her trouble was nowhere in sight, however, and tragedy called
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again the following August when the new infant daughter died at the
age of two weeks.

By l940, the oldest son, Clyde, had reached the age of l7. Howproud
the family was of this very special young man, as he was elected to
the office of class president at school and achieved other honors.
Grace felt that he was ready now to lift many of the burdens from her
shoulders but, once again, this was not to be the case. The boy set
out on foot full of youthful enthusiasm to fulfill an assignment he
had been given to serve as Sanford ward MIADance Director. He had
been gone from home only a few minutes when his mother received the
news of an automobile accident that claimed his young life.

Though her very soul was bowed down in sorrow, she faced the storm
within her. Faith and prayer sustained her, and she found the courage
to go on. She raised a fine family, being a constant source of in­
spiration to them as adversity madeher strong.

Visiting with her in her comfortable hometoday, she is found to be a
womanof diversified talents. Her creativity with floral arrangement
was recognized by the Sanford ward, and her bouquets added a touch of
beauty to the chapel for manyyears.

She loves to write verse, and one of her poems was set to music and
sung by the Hunts, local musicians, at the fiftieth wedding anniver­
sary of her long—time neighbors, the Harry Morgans.

Grace began a new chapter in her life when she became Mrs. Harry Thomas
in April of T976.

Elizabeth Patterson:

From South Carolina came the Pattersons, James and Elizabeth. As con~
verts to Mormonism, they had faced more than a few problems prior to
reaching their new home.

Elizabeth was the mother of eleven children, raising eight daughters
to maturity and burying three sons.

This courageous lady was destined to live a portion of her years in
total darkness, for cataracts claimed her eyesight and there was no
remedy in those days.

with uncomplaining cheerfulness, she continued her household duties,
even doing the cooking for the family. Food and dishes were stacked
neatly in the cupboard, where she could quickly find what she needed.
As the years went by, she learned many little tricks to make her work
easier, such as sewing a button on the open end of a pillow case so
her fingers could tell her which end to put the pillow into.

Though her problems were many, she never lost her testimony of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, attending church as she held tightly to her
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husband's hand. On one occasion, when she was at a church conference in
Manassa, she overheard a person remark that she was blind. Elizabeth
quickly informed the speaker, "Blind? Yes! but not so blind that I can­
not see the beauties of the gospel."

Her faith was a testimony to live by.
Ellen Smith:

“Myfather (Seth Jones) and his brothers relived their boyhoodexperiences
in Sanford so many times that I learned to love the people before I ever
met them," recalls Ellen Jones Smith, who arrived in Sanford in l929 and
remained to become one of the town's outstanding women.

Nearly forty years of Ellen's life went into the molding of character
of Sanford's young people, as she taught them their ABC's of reading and
writing, along with the ABC's of notes and music.

Ellen, armed with her WyomingTeacher's Certificate and a contract to
teach seventh grade in Sanford, arrived by train from Laramie, Wyoming.
The upper story classroom of the brick school house was her first location,
and among her first pupils were DuwayneCornum, Thell Bailey, Bertha and
Thelma Jeppersen, Gwendolyn Cornum, Raymondand Aletha Crowther, Allan
Kirby, and the Christensen boys, Herman and Ralph.

One could not begin to count the hours of service that Ellen gave to her
church and her community. It is little wonder that the question, “Whodo
you consider to be Sanford's outstanding woman?”so often produced the ans—
wer, "Ellen Smith.“

Her home life was very busy as she offered love and compassion to her hus—
band, Dale, who, though he remained cheerful and very productive, was
afflicted with severe arthritis. whendaughter, MaryEllen, was stricken
by Polio in l954, her mother not only gave her physical therapy but con­
tinued to encourage the musical education the young girl had begun years
earlier as her mother's piano student. The family was rewarded years
later, when Mary Ellen became solo violinist for the Utah SymphonyOrch­
estra. Also talented musicians were the other Smith children, Carla and
Ross, who played piano and saxaphone.

Ellen's service goes back to the 25¢ piano lesson, which consumed from
three quarters to a full hour of her time, and she never turned a student
downbecause it meant that the lesson must be given free. Beginners and
early intermediate students were her specialty, and manyof today's ac­
complished pianists began with Ellen Smith — Alice Rae Hutchins, Marsha
and Charla Jones, and Eloise Reynolds.

Ellen's last classes at Sanford were in Special Education, but she loved
all phases of teaching. Every fiber of her being went into her work and
she reports that, even now, she still "quivers" when she thinks of it.

Several generations of young people loved to sing along with Mrs. Smith,
and she surely earned a special place in their hearts as they did so!
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Clea Espinosa

Clea radiates a special quality that makes her worthy of mention in
the history of Sanford. The pep, the vigor, the "bounce" that is part
of her tremendouspersonality is a very rare gift, and certainly one
worthy of note.

Although she, like most of us, has had some rough spots on the road of
life, she just doesn't let things get her down. A visit with her has
the same results as taking a "happy pill." It's hard to be down—in—
the—dumps when you are around Clea.

As a school teacher, many of her years were spent working with the
youngsters —the "little people,” and they loved her for her smiling
face and her cheery song.

Music has been part of her life. Howmany times has she sat down at
the piano to play request after request for fascinated listeners, as
her fingers seemed to fly up and down the keyboard?

Since her retirement, she has cared for her aging mother, and always
seems to find this a labor of love. There is a very special mother­
daughter relationship there that is quite outstanding.

MayClea, herself, have many sun—splashed days in store; she deserves
them!

Jennie wright

For Jennie, the words "I don't knowhow,” just did not exist as part of
her vocabulary. Sometimesit took a little longer to do the “impossible”
things, but once she set her mind to a task, it was as good as done.

Four little girls were her responsibility whentheir father died during
the influenza epidemic of l9l8. The baby was only four months old, and
Jennie was untrained in the ways of making a living. This meant that
she must explore all the possibilities. This she did, and she found
that she was willing to work and work hard —going out in the pea fields
to work, raising a garden, canning, cutting hair, applying “half—soles“
to worn shoes, cooking, doing housework and home—nursing, and one time
she even built a room to enlarge the family home.

Little wonder that her daughters looked upon her as their guiding light!

Beranda Martinez

Beranda's children grew up secure in the warmth of a mother's love. She
was always there, and they cound count on it.

Although times were hard and the family's income limited, she knew how to
manage so that the youngsters could count on her when they needed a little
extra moneyfor something special.
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She had kind words to help them out when they were hurt. She could
give good advice when they needed it. She was all that a mother should
be, and homewas the best place on earth simply because she was there
to fill the place with her love.

Olive Christensen

Devotion to duty has been a longtime commitment for Olive Christensen, as
she has administered loving care to her invalid daughter, Wilma, for over
a half-century, as well as raising four other children

To fill the long hours of being home—bound,she used her time well. Her
memories were recorded in an autobiography written in l957. In addition,
she has done considerable genealogical work, and accumulated a large col~
lection of newspaper and other clippings in which are found valuable his­
torical information.

Olive has kept her chin up when many people would have crumbled under the
load that was hers to bear. Olive is a lady of courage and stamina.

Iva Reynolds

Iva is a very talented lady, nowretired from a career of over forty years
of teaching, mostly in the Sanford High School, where several generations
of families have learned proper English under her direction.

Drama,of course, is her specialty, and she recalls early day presentations
when she worked with school, church, and civic groups ~ “Just anyone who
felt like adding to the entertainment of the town.“

In later years, Iva tried her hand at playwriting, with a very successful
Book of Mormonplay that was presented before large audiences on behalf
of the Churchof Jesus Christ of Latter DaySaints. Iva, herself, directed
the play, and it will long be remembered in Sanford.

Adah Morgan

Adah is typical of the working mother of today. She finds herself in the
following situation:

we aae ttutng tn a woatd 05 Aanfit change - a mobtte wonfld. The 20th
centuay ta chaaacteatzed by Aome05 the moat aaptd and paofiound changeA
tn the Aoctat ttfie 05 human betnga. And aA man'A teehnotogy gaowa,
muchdhadgeny 05 the pabt uantahea. Theae ta mohettme goh aaeattutty
and Keaantng than even befioae. AAoua woatd Ahhtnha, oua untxeaae
expanda. Mancan now caoaa the eonttnent tn the time tt took to go
thtaty mtteb nnth a team 05 hoaAeA. ThtA t5 the day 05 tnatant baeah­
fiabtb and peamanent phebé. we, aA women, have an obttgatton to aefitne
and tmpaoue out mtnda and oua ahttta.
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womenhave madegaeat contntbutiont tn the fitetda ofi tttenataae,
ant, and bctence. we fitnd womenhotdtng pubttc ofigtce, teaehtng,
betng medtcat doctoht, tawyent, and th manyothen phofiebétoht.

Though ttmet have changed and oan conuentencee ahe many, the moat
tmpoatant note 05 womantA Atttt the Aameat tn ptoneen dayb. That
note te "Motheahood." Hen home and chttdaen éhoatd atwayb come
fithtt. uutttam R044 once Aatd, "Fon the hand that aoche the chadte
te the hand that nutee the wontd.” It tA tn the homethat chttdaen
teann the teteona ofi Ztte: taath, honoa, vtntae, Aetfi contnot, hon­
eAt wonb, and the punpoee and pntuttege og ttée. 15 we ane to be
Aaccetbfiul tn the note 05 motheahood, we mutt wonh dtttgentty.
Today, we wttt be compettng wtth many fioacea ton the ttme and
tnteaett 05 oan.chttdnen. Oun homeAneed to be pteaeant p£aceA
wheae good hamon aboanda and coaateby tt not Aaved fioa company.
we need to be wett tnfiohmed on cunnent tteuee to we can undeaatand
the pnobtema fiaetng oan chttdhen today and hetp them meet the on~
Ataught 05 confittcttng tdeaA.

Today, when womenhave mone ttme and many get! the necetbtty 05
eanntng to hetp the fitmaty fitnanctatty due to the high cost 05
ttutng, we antt Aee the woman'Anote bnaodentng and expandtng.
Hen contntbattont to Aoctety wttt be even gneaten than befione!

Mabe1 Micks1son

E11en Smith Corne1ia Mortensen

G1adys Barr
Co1orado Merit Mother

Adah Morgan Ce11a Crowther of The Year
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The before-wonder—drug period was a tough time in which to raise a family,
and life expectancy was low while infant mortality rates were high. One
heartbroken Sanford lady made the statement that all she knewwas to give
birth to babies and bury them - she raised but four of the fifteen child­
ren born to her.

Froman old 'doctor book,‘ copyright l9l3, was obtained the following
information: The homemedicine cheat Ahoutd contain Ayiup 05 ihubaib,
hiuei Agiup, iaudanum, quinine, baking Aoda, whiahey, aheiiy wine, gin,
chioiofionm, fiiaxaeed meat, benzonated iaid, and zinc ointment. Even if
so equiped, it would be possible not to have the necessary items to meet
the day's emergency.

Homeremedy for Malaria consisted of catnip, bone set, penny royal, and
red pepper. For Psoriasis, it was five drops of Fowler's Solution of
Aresnic, and Sage tea rubbed on the head was prescribed to grow hair as
well as prevent its fallout. For Pyleonephritis, suggested treatment
was hops and tobacco, along with pumpkin seed and horseradish. Salt
peter was for Asthma, and for lung disease it was horehound candy and
boiling water. In the event of lung hemorrhage, salt water or a tea
made from equal parts of bugle weed and beth root was recommended. Dip­
theria treatment consisted of salt water and fat bacon, while the bite
of a snake required that you hiii a chicken and white Atiii uuim open
and Kay upon the wound, entniuia and aii, and it wiii diaw out the poi­
ion.

The author of the book offered grim warnings:

I have been chiidien eat gieen uppiea and die within a Ahont
time. The miniatei and fiamiig mouhn oveh the myatehoui diApen—
Aation 05 piouidence —it waa gieen uppieol I once knew a.tum
yean aid chiid who died fihomeating a biachiah-oven nipe ba­
nanna. we heap what we Aewwhethei we Aewintentionatty oi
othenuwie.

Local people had their home remedies to add to the above.Mary Dave
Holman made a salve that was relied on by many people; it did have a
great deal of healing power. Roy Martin's liniment was also well used
by residents of Conejos County, and the recipe is still made by his
relatives today. Sylvia Cunningham's canker medicine was valuable
spring tonic and was used until the time of her death in the l970's.

Job Whitneypulled teeth, and Bishop Berthelsen unofficially practiced
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dentistry. Stories are told of howBerthelsen, equiped with coarse
tools, would hold the patient's head between his legs and go after the
aching tooth with a pair of pinchers and no anesthetic.

Thor N. Peterson had studied medicine in the old country (Denmark) prior
to coming to America, and he did a great deal of medical work. He was
especially skilled in the setting of bones and is credited with having
performed many successful procedures. His daughter, Jennie Mortensen,
recalls that he never threw an old felt hat away —it was saved to be
used in cases of bleeding wounds. Hewould first sterilize a piece of
clean linen in the oven, place it upon the wound, and apply a pressure
dressing made from the old felt hat.

Jack Luster will be remembered as having been a man of great courage
whena severe injury necessitated amputation of his leg. The procedure
was done with the help of friends and relatives who held the suffering
man to the table while the operation took place. He then made his own
artificial limb to replace the leg. The ‘woodenleg‘ was strapped to
his stump, and sometimes it would pain him to the extent that he would
remove it during church and place the damaged leg on the bench to let it
rest. The disability did not prevent him from living an active and use­
ful life.

Midwives rendered valuable service to the community. "Aunt Cornelia”
Mortensen, Martha Carter, and Margarite Rasmussen were much beloved for
the kind and loving deeds they performed. These ladies received train­
ing from Dr. Ellis Reynolds Shipp, a female graduate of the University
of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.

Fromthe biography of Martha Carter, written by her grand daughter,
Bernice Thomas, comes this information:

In the opntng ofi 1902, Dn. Shtpp came to Sanfiond and gave a counae
tn home nunotng and obaetntcb. Gnandmothentook the counae and
gnaduated and necetved hen dtptoma. Hen daughten, Detta, accompanted
hen mothen to the gnaduatton c£aAA; Delta waa no pnoud 05 hen mathen
an Ahe wone a tong whtte apnon and a cap on hen head. Gnandmothen
dettuened hundnedo 05 babten duntng hen.ttfiettme. She atwaya can­
nted a Amati btach bag whtch contatned Auppttea neceooany to dettven
a a new baby. Some 05 the chttdnen thought that Gnandmothenbnought
the babtee tn hen bag. Begone Gnandmothen wan mannted, Ahe wan ¢tay—
tng wtth a womanwho mun expecttng a chttd. when the ttme came fion
the baby to be bonn and Mantha wan atone, Ahe dettuened the baby
and took cane 05 the mothen unttt othen hetp anntued. Mantha waa
onfly 14 yeano otd and thtA waa hen fitntt expentence at a mtdotfie.
Gnandmothenwoutd get $5.00 gon dettuentng a new baby and caning
fion the mothen and baby 5on.ten daya on.tuw weehn.

Clea Espinosa relates a story concerning Cornelia Mortensen:

One ntght Kate, Aunt Connetta Montenaen heand Aomeoneknock on hen
doan, whtch waAn’t unuAua£ anth hen betng a mtduiée 05 Sanfiond. She
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got up and went to the doon and thene stood a fiettow whottved betow
the cemetehy - about a mtte Aouth 05 thene - and he Aatd, "Can you
come? Mywtfie to tn tabon and Ahe to att atone." "Vet," Aatd Aunt
Connetta. He then Aatd, "I don't have a honte, but I have a buggy,
L5 you't£ come." She dneoted qutehfly, gnabbed hen Kittie btach bag
and coat, and got in the ttttte one—oeatbuggy. He got between the
Ahafito and nan at fiatt ab he coutd nun, putting Connetta, and got
hen thene tn ttme to tahe cane 05 hit uifie.

Another story is told wherein a womansuffered an extremely long and dif­
ficult labor. In desperation, the midwife administered a dose of gun
powder tea. The results were that the womansoon blast forth a hale and
hearty l5 pound son, and in short order both mother and baby were doing
nicely.

The expectant mother often stocked a small supply of chloroform to assist
her through the difficult homedeliveries. what trust she put in the mid­
wife, her husbandand relatives, as water was boiled, clean sterilized
cloth prepared, and the homemade ready to serve as delivery room and
nursery. She truly bore her children according to the Bible - in pain
and suffering, actually going into the valley of the shadowof death
that she might bring a new life into the world. Considerable numbers of
mothers were lost in the process of childbirth.

Nell Hutchins also served as a midwife, and her daughter, Luella Reynolds,
remembers that Mrs. Hutchins was called to assist on one occasion when
the doctor gave the baby up for dead and turned his efforts to saving
the life of the mother. Nell, however, was not willing to accept his
decision concerning the child, and she worked with it for several hours.
The baby lived to becomeone of Sanford's top athletes.

Babies were much larger then than now, l0 pound babies were not uncommon,
and even l2 to l5 pound babies arrived regularly upon the scene. The mo­
ther, of course, was bedfast for two weeks. Any movementbefore the l0th
day was considered almost suicidal, for that was the day on which “Every­
thing” magically went "back in place."

The practice of medicine was not all by guess and by gosh as this report
may make it sound. Few of us know the exact contents of the wonder drugs
of today. It is entirely possible that someof the old remedies had
sound reasoning behind them.

when Amelia Paulson's son, Max, was stricken with an undiagnosed illness,
the mother devised a series of treatments that in later years were found
to be very similar to the KenneyTreatments for Polio. It is now thought
possible that the child mayhave suffered from that disease and that his
life was saved by the skill of a loving mother.

Etta Pursley and Irene McIntyre studied nursing, and people relied very
heavily upon their knowledge, consulting them with the same confidence
and respect nowgiven their physicians.
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Nurse Irene Mclntire (and others)



A Iook at the home-treatment process is provided in this first person
experience from the famiiy history of the author:

Vi’/sits 5/Lomthe doeto/L we/Le /La/Lein Ou/Lpa/zt o5 the c0untJLy at I
wazsg/towing up, and someone wazstent to b/ring the dootoi 5/wm La
Ja/LCLoniy in ca/set o5 heat eme/Lgency.

Mama, Lihe OIHQJLwomen 06 he): genetation, hnew that it would be
he/Ljob to ca/Le got the fiamity medicai needzs, /50 the and Aunt
Edna invested in a Comptete HomeMedicai Libzumy eaiiy in thei/L
ma/uziage/5. The two biach uoiume/.s, one o5 which wa/.sdevoted to
uetejzina/Ly medicine and the othe/L to ivieatment 05 humaii LUO3,
coupted with tome good commonAervse and a /shiti bo/Ln 05 necei—
zsity, p/Lovedinvaiuabie at they Aet about to /Lai/.aetheft fiarmiie/5.

Piacing the big booh on the oi/(€—ciZoth-covetedhitchen tabie,
Mama/Lefiejz/Ledto it ue/Ly ca/Lefiuiiy at zshe diagnozsed each ii’i’,ne/.>A.
The booh wa/.»6/zightening at wea. at fiazscinating. I enjoyed toole­
ing at the iibiuzsiflzationi 05 Smaii Pox, Sca/Liet FeveJL, etc. I
(Lao iilzed to head about vzeatment 05 Fiti, Bubonic Piague, Hy­
d/iophobia, D/L0p6y,Inianity, Riche/ti, Paipitation 05 the Hea/rt,
and Hyite/zia in Young Giizii, with /suggezsted tJLeatment caii’/ing
fio/LAuch he/Lbb at Biue Fiag, Goiden Seat, Fiaxieed, Mand/Lahe,
C/Laneibiiii, Mithweed, Bittm Tonic, etc. The/Lewa/3aizso a chap­
tm on howto zseiect a huxsband,which I pianned to /L269/Lto tutu
on, and the fiinai chaptcui 05 the booh deait with the iaying out
ofi the dead. I couid neue/L biting myzseifito head that chapte/L.

Mott commonat out houie wai the coid, accompanied by /.50/LP,th/Loat.
Mthough many05 the townipeopie had painted with them tonzsia
at the cibinic in the ReibiefiSociety Haii, the thhoat ge/imAtiifi
pexusiited in vi/siting the communityquite ofiten.

Mi/szsingxschooiiand being put to bed 60/Ltjzeatment wasn't too
bad, ezspeciaity when Lee wai aao iii. we /Lezstedin the 5/Lont
bed/zoom, adjoining bed/5, whe/Lewe toid Atolzieé, piayed gue/sting
game/5, buiit houzsus out 05 ciothezs pim, white Mama5/Lequented
the /Loomwith homemade/Lemediei Auch at hot iemonade and a
ua/piety ofi ga/Lgie/.s. I didn't mind the galigiei, and even the
nasty cough Ayiup/.»and cheat lzubé wue gai/zty totuabte. The
won/st pa/zt o5 aii WM the oid xsoch-a/Lound-the—necht/Leatment.
Smaii’.piecu 05 fiat baited po/LhweJLepiaced on out nechi, then
came the eiean Aoch pinned to hoid the meat in piace. AAthe
thhoat implwved, the fiat wa/.s/Lemoved- o’ biewsed day! The
Aoch, 05 QOLUIAQ,wai iegt on 50/: a coupiie 06 dayzs, fiinaiiy to
be /Lepiaced by a ciean white handfzelzchiefi. Howiofit and cool’.
the handlzeiichiefi geit afite/1 the i/uzitating Aoch. Th/wat iwabza
with iodine we/Leauo a neceiiity and, at plieventative medicine,
a piece 05 ya/in Aoahed in KULOAQVLQ0/L Tu/Lpentine was piaced
a/Loundown th/watt.

when it fiinaity came time fio/LLee and I to pwzt with ou/Ltoniiia,
we we/Le tahen to Aiamoia, whe/Le D/L. Hal:/ziman pe/L50/zmedthe Awigehy \

N
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on Aunt De/U’,a’2skitchen table.

One Aphtng, the dheaded Dtpthenta Atnuch town. Some gamtttea had
mutttpte deathe, and Mamaueed evehy meant hnownto heh.tn onden
to bntng ua thaough. Ouhcoat ott tamp banned att ntght tong flan
Aeuenat weehe an the and Daddy hept utgtt. Thte wag one 05 the txnwe
when the doctoh catted on at and admtntetehed an ”antt—toxtn.” we
hnew he wat comtng, and we wehe neaaty Acahed to death. Thoae o6 at
whowehe abte Acattehed aft oven the ptace tn the hope o5 auotdtng
the dheaded needte. I headed fioh the ghanang, but an anm heached
out and caught me; I can Atttt Aett tt! Jean htd undeh a tub, but
heh htdtng ptace nae aoon dtecovehed. when att wehe hounded up, the
Ahotb wehe gtuen.

Sevehat 05 uA henponded to the theatment and began to Ahouiatgna o5
necoueny. Not so anth Ottve, who gnew datty mane eetttcat. we weee
begtnntng to fieah that Mamawoutd be catted upon to aegen to the fitnat
chapten 05 the docton booh, and tt wae duntng thta ttme o5 tenhtbte
Atneee that Ahe, hautng exhaunted euehg hnownmedtcat meant, tanned
pagchtathttt. Hotdtng the fieventth gtht tn hen.anmA, Mamamade a
phomtee A0 Atoatttng that the heat 05 the fianwty gaeped tn amazement.
”Vouhave to get betten.neat Aoon, Qttve," the Aatd, "becauee the
fiatng it going to bhtng you a new dott buggy!"

we coutd hahdty betteve ouh.eahA. Uott buggtee aeA1.Atntetty Santa
Ctaae tteme, and tt wag then Mtd—Apntt. Sunetg Mama, heneett, amt
a Ktttte Ahochedat ahat the had Aatd.

Thehe wae no way, houn»en.that a chttd fiaeed unth a pnondae oé Auch
magnttude coutd bean to die. Thte wat the tuhntng potnt tn Ottue’A
battte fioh ttge, and one fitne mohntngAoonatteh, the fiatng, junt at
phomibed, tefit a Ahtny new dott buggy gon the pate but tmphoutng ttt—
tte gtnt. 0un.pnauenA wehe anwwehed. Mama,can gamttg paychtatntet,
had hetped euhe anotheh pattentl

In those days, there were frequent deaths from undiagnosed and unoperated
appendicitis. Kit Jackson and Maria Miller were two of those who fell
victim to this problem that could easily have been taken care of today.

Probably the blackest days in the history of Sanford were those of the
flu epidemic of l9l8. This dreadful disease was no respecter of persons;
it seemed to take its chief toJl amongyoung adults in the prime of life.

Olive Faucette Christensen speaks of it in her biography:

Aeaoéé the watene, hehe tn the Atatee, ctttee, and euehuwhene, whote
éamtttet coutd get down. Fan qutte awhtte anound hehe, peopte woutd
wean maehntn pubttc ptacet. They fitnatty Atopped att 05 the gatheh—
tngn, no danceé, no chuhch, evehyone woe thytng to take cane 05 theta
own. It wae atmobt bane death fioh expectant mothehn. we catted tt
”5tu" 60h Ahoht.
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There was no need for official quarantine - people stayed at homeout
of fear for their lives! Fred Bentley was Sanford's health officer,
and this kind-hearted gentleman took over the responsibility of looking
after the people's needs. In cooperation with the local merchants, he
would makedaily rounds, stopping at each house to deliver drugs, groceries,
mail, and other items of need. He would also pass along news items, and
let the various families knowhow the epidemic was becoming less severe
or whatever the case may have been.

There were no funerals, and burying the dead in the frozen ground of
winter presented quite a problem. Each family simply had to care for its
own members.

Several service menlost their lives as a result of the disease - Ross
Smith had been in France only a very short time when he fell victim. Also
stricken was willie Reynolds, and he died while in the service. It is
said that Bruce warnock met the train that brought Reynolds‘ body homefor
burial. warnock, himself, was then stricken by the disease, and very soon
he, too, was buried.

Ernest wright left a wife and four little girls behind. Mae(Block) Larsen,
Mae (Narnock) Dyer, Vesta Martin, and many others also succumbed. Many
notherless children were left behind.

The Jack family has this to say:

Anna (Sega) died 05 the fika afiten having given bnnth to hen fiifith
boy. She waa banned amen hen baby on hen anm. Gnandma Jaeh (A£mLna)
tooh the fioun Ziiize boya homewith hen and zhey wene a pant 05 hen
gamtfly uneee they nunnied an went away 10 wonh. Stanlin was A1111
Ln diapena and woafid any fion Cozy Fnanh, who afiauyb eonbazed him.

Early day physicians were Schenck, Chambers, and Blissard from La Jara, Hurley,
Davlin, and Morrison, from Alamosa, and Dr. Hamilton, from Manassa. One of
the first hospitals was the CornumHospital at Alamosa, and the Alamosa Com­
munity Hospital was also used later on. Several Sanford youngsters were
born at the Sheesley Maternity Homein Alamosa.

Regular clinics were held at the Relief Society Hall in Sanford, with minor
surgeries, including tonsilectomies and circumcisions, being done there.

A visit from Dr. Schench was much anticipated by the people of Sanford, and
his arrival was marked by residents lined up on the sidewalks in front of
their homes. It was not the good man himself that the crowd awaited, how­
ever, it was the sight of him chugging magnificiently into town in an AUTO­
MOBILE,one of the first in Conejos County and what a sight it was to behold!

On May9, l963, the Conejos County Hospital admitted its first patient.
This was a long-anticipated occasion for citizens of Conejos, Costilla, Taos,
and southern Alamosa Counties.

The District Hospital Board signed an agreement with the Mennonite Board of
Missions for the managementof the hospital The ten-year agreement was re­
newedat the time of expiration.
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Several additions and expansions have taken place since the hospital
opened, and the institution nowoffers services that make it a very
competent and up—to—datefacility, prepared to look after the needs
of the rural area it serves. This area, from southern Colorado and
Northern NewMexico, has an approximate population of l2,000 residerts.

These two men have been with the hospital
since it first opened its doors.

H. Dale Thomas, M.D.

WayneMiller, Hospital Administrator

Dr. Vaughn A. Johnson
A Sanford Man

who was on the staff of the
Conejos County Hospital for

several years.
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WAKE UP AND PLAY BALL

A town without a baseball team is dead when it comes to Saturday
afternoons and holidays...Now it is a dead mortal cinch that we
want a baseball team and a brass band.

The above challenge was taken from the Sanford Gazette under date of
June 8, 1916.

SANFORD'S BRASS BAND

Photo taken May1, 1893, at the T.A. Smith ranch east of Sanford
The occasion was a May Day Ce1ebrat1on

Left to right: (front row) Or1ando Funk, James Frank Crowther, Lars
Mortensen, w.o. Crowther. (Back row) Thomas A. Crowther, James Jensen,
Swen Peterson, Peter Peterson, Ira B. Whitney with son, Bert, in drum.
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Sanford has always loomed large on the San Luis Valley sports scene.
It has, in fact, been said that every Sanford fan is a would—becoach,
and there may be some truth in the thought for the townsfolk have long
turned their excess energies to sports events, fielding teams that
have brought well earned recognition to the community.

Baseball, probably the earliest team competition, began with a team
of young men by the names of Nephi Hostetter, Chester Hostetter, Swen
Peterson, Hi Shawcroft, TommyCrowther, Ephriam Mortensen, will Dean,

Bates, will Carter, Lime Carter, Frank Crowther, and Jess
Mortensen.

Another early baseball team that played its way to considerable recog­
nition had as membersNephi Hostetter, Al Crowther, Willard Faucette,
Orval Peterson, Ross Johnson, A.B. Bailey, Carl Gylling, Hugh Morgan,
Earl Faucette, Martin Mickelsen, Orin Faucette, Penn Mortensen, and
others. Manypeople were convinced that Earl Faucette could have
made the big leagues today.

An especially exciting gameis still remembered- the banker, Rockefeller,
while transacting business in Costilla County, becameextremely impressed
with San Acacio's fine team. He offered a purse of $200 for a team that
could beat them, and Sanford accepted the challenge.

Willard fanned the batters as fast as they came up to bat, with the
fielders putting on a showby sitting on their mits while he performed.
Sanford, however, found themselves in a tight spot at eighth inning;
the score was l-0 and something had to be done! Just in the nick of
time, Willard got on base. Bernard knocked a home run, and the game
ended with Sanford picking up the purse.

while serving as mascot for this team, a tow-headed boy who loved the
gamewas dubbed with a nickname that was to be his for life. Stanley
Bailey became "Ty" in honor of the great baseball man, Ty Cobb.

If there is a boy in the home, there is a basketball loop in the back
yard, and this has always been the case in town. Basketball began on
the outdoor court when Lazelle Smith organized a team that played out­
side the old Hunt blacksmith shop, later moving inside at the red brick
social hall. Teammembersincluded Lazelle Smith, Bruce warnock, Ellis
Nielson, Byron Beck, willie Reynolds, George Otteson, Penn Mortensen,
and Earl Smith. Bert Johnson, Orin Beck, Jim Nielson, Juan Garcia, Ren
Johnson, Earl Faucette, and June Mortensen played with this team at a
later date, as did Price Smith.

Not to be outdone by the boys, the black-bloomered girls geared up for
the sport. Edna Paulson, Bessie Smith, Leah Block, Dora Taylor, and
Agnes Beck were in there winning their share of games. Mar Smith and
Eva Beck also played with the girls team.

Sometimelater, another team of girls played a fast gameof basketball.
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Dora Tay1or, Edna Pau1son, Leah Block
Agnes Beck, Bessie Smith

Basketba11 Girls

Queen Faucette
&
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They were Hazel Mickelsen (forward), Leona Mortensen (center), Olive
Faucette, Bessie Warnock, Ella Holman, Zilph Holman, and Edna Morgan.

Rules differed considerably from those of today, with the floor being
divided into three courts and each group assigned to a respective
position on court (center stayed in center, etc.). Six or seven
players were on the floor at a time.

Coached by Frank Soule, the girls often played preliminary games for
the boys game to follow. Their competition came from Alamosa, Monte
Vista, La Jara, and Manassa. They also got in some good stiff practice
by playing the boys team that later developed into the Sanford Giants.

In the fall of l922, Harry Thomasbegan teaching school in Sanford,
and this was the beginning of organized school basketball. Thomas
coached an eighth grade team knownas the Tigers, with Dale Smith,
James Jensen, George Brothers, Frank Reynolds, Nelson Mickelsen, Reid
Gylling, and Hubert Young among those who played. When Lynn Ordway
took over in l924, he built around the nucleus of Thomas‘ Tigers and
produced what some feel was one of the best teams the school ever had.
Players were Floyd Reed, Nelson Mickelsen, James Jensen, Frank Jergensen,
Ferrell Christensen, Willis Rasmussen, Hubert Young, Clayton Peterson,
Gentry Stewart, Frank Reynolds, Virgil Irvin, and possibly others.
This team had new red and white suits.

Bruce Warnock is reported to have coached an early day school team,
but there is no available information concerning them.

It was about l927 when Sanford had its first football team under the
direction of Lynn Ordway. The valley had a league at the time, but
Sanford, not being an acredited school, was not a league member. They
played at randomwhatever valley schools happened to be participating
in the eleven man sports competition. Someof the players on that
team were Clayton Peterson, Reid Gylling, Stanley Bailey, Lazelle
Jones, Ernest Carter, Floyd Reed, Nelson Mickelsen, Hubert Young,
Albert Garcia, Ferrell Christensen, Gentry Stewart, Paul Stewart,
Stanley Carter, Willis Rasmussen, Virgil Irvin, and Frank Reynolds.
Whenit came to power on the field, these boys took their hats off to
nobody!

Basketball continued with a town team made up of Earl Smith, Francis
Whitney, Penn Mortensen, George Otteson, Price Smith, and other players.

The BIG TEAM,of course, was the Sanford Giants, who had a long and
successful history. This team developed from the Sanford High School
team of l923. Awayback then, high school was a five year situation
in order that husky farm boys could help their parents with the busi­
ness of earning a living. Fellows attended school on an as-you-can
basis, and some of them got to be pretty good sized before they earned
enough credits to graduate.
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when the team was organized, Harry Morgan and Orin Reed were freshmen
students, while Bruce Reynolds, Irwin Hise, Evart Cornum, and Alva
Reed were a little older. HemmingMorgan, who coached the boys, also
filled in as a player when necessary.

Time passed, the boys grew past the six foot mark —appearing to be
real "giants." Evart Cornumwas the short one of the bunch at about
six foot height.

Fromhigh school victories, the boys graduated to town team competition.
Gameswere played with the Manassa, Aces, Rialto Theatre, Monte Vista,
Alamosa, and Center town teams, and others. By l927, they were calling
themselves the Colorado Giants, with Jim Daniels joining them as manager
and becoming known as "Mr. Basketball." They played Adams State College,
Western State Teachers College from Gunnison, and the University of New
Mexico. Returning to Sanford triumphant, they were challenged by the
Denver Piggly Wiggly Team, the Iowa Roamers, the Fat Emmasfrom Minneapolis,
and others.

Olsen's Terrible Sweeds, of Coffeville, Kansas, came to play the Giants
and left town having signed one of the Sanford men to play with theirteam.

Reed jumped center for the Giants, and center jump was the rule of the day.
Harry was a virtual terror with his long shot; it was not unusual for him
to score as many points as the entire opposing team. Bruce was something
to contend with under the basket, and the other players were equally fer­
ocious. The Giants dominated the valley sports competition and became
known nation wide.

It was a treat for the crowd when the Red Heads (a famous girls team)
played in Sanford. The Harlem Globe Trotters also took on the Giants
before a tremendous crowd.

1Orin Reed turned professional at a salary of $l50 a month plus
expenses. In one year's time, he played 67 games in 36 states. The
Sweedstoured the country by automobile, starting out at Salina, Kansas,
on Thanksgiving Day, and winding their season up in March. Games were
booked with colleges or any other teams that they could get games with,
having a guaranteed purse for each game.

This team had the distinction of being world champions at one time,
having defeated the reigning champions, the NewYork Celtics, a pro­
fessional team, in a game held in NewYork City. Because the Sweeds
played by amateur and the Celtics by professional rules, the gamewas
divided into two sections, the first half being played by amateur rules
and the second by professional. Victorious in both contests were Olsen's
Terrible Sweeds.

Reed stuck it out for two seasons, then returned hometo marry Miss
Dee Christensen and settle back to a long and successful career with
the Sanford Giants. He always said that Dee and the other wives were
the team's strongest supporters.
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Sanford Giants Orin Reed, Bruce Reynolds, Harry Morgan
Irwin Hise, and Evart Cornum.
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The hometeam was usually entitled to the gate receipts to be used for
travel, meals, suits, etc. Thirty-five cent tickets were sold to standing
room only crowds, with the team raking in $200.00 to $300.00 a game. Each
team was allowed to select a referee: Harron Haynie and Penn Mortensen
were often chosen, along with Tony Johns, to do this job. Their pay was
about $5.00 a game.

Over the years, other players were added to the team. Clayton Peterson,
HowardWestbrook, Kenneth Faucette, Floyd Mortensen, Nelson Mickelsen,

Martin (from Texas), and Joe Mortensen played with the team
at one time, as did several others.

It was about l940 when the Giants played their final game - a national
AAUTournament for town teams, held in Denver. Harry Morgan
years of age, coached the team, and Orin Reed, at the age of 42, was man­
ager.

There were other town teams. The winters Oilers, under sponsorship of
Frank winters, played for several years and won their place in the memory
of local sports fans.

Another team that played was Al's Bakers. They suited up during the 40's
under the sponsorship of Al Lujan. Various town teams gave them good
competition, as did the Pueblo Air Force Base and others. Eugene Barr,
Gaylon Mortensen, HowardCrowther, Willard Crowther, Albert Mortensen,
Clyde Mortensen, Quinten Crowther, Rex Christensen, Ed Crowther, and Jay
Morgan were some of the team members.

The valley had a large number of independent teams, who were happy to take
on all comers. They regularly challenged Trinidad, walsenburg, Pueblo,
the Army Base teams, Pueblo Air Force - one and all. There were some
tough games played by the Manassa Aces, Sanford Giants, Sanford MIA, Rialto
Theater, Bains, and other town teams. Manyjam—packedtournaments were
held in Pueblo and Sanford got more than its share of victories.

It was excitement all the way when the MIAteam suited up. HemmingMorgan
and Jim Daniels coached the boys - Dale Smith, Marvin Martin, Troy Hutchins,
Grant Mortensen, Walter Jensen, Vernell Morgan, Quin Morgan, Dean Morgan,
DuwayneCornum, Willis Rasmussen, Merrill Crowther, Elwin Crowther, Floyd
Mortensen, Gene Barr, Verden Mortensen, DuwardMartin, Clarence Hoyle,
Donald Morgan, Richard Crowther, Hillard Mortensen, Fred Mortensen..

Those MIAboys were mighty excited when they twice defeated the Giants ­
a feather in anybody's capi

Family basketball also had its day, and Sanford had three teams in there
making a good showing. For the Mortensens, Fred, Ralph, Donald, Floyd,
Verden, Gaylon, Joe, Hillard, Clyde, Albert, and Jim Dyer played. Jim
was not only a good ball handler as well as a brother in law of some of
the boys - he also had a very valuable possession - a basketball (of his
very own).

l43



A1's Bakers



The Crowthers took off their hats to nobody when it came to basketball.
They suited up James, Merril, Willard, Ed, Quinten, Elwin, and Raymond.

Morgans were not to be left out. Their team members were Donald, Grant,
Dean, Quin, Vernell, Jay, and Harry.

Families from other towns gathered up their young men and sent them out
to meet the competition. Not to be forgotten are the Owsleys, from Alamosa.
Frank, Bill, Clarence, Gale, and Hartley suited up with good support from
Bill Rowe, Ralph Byars, and George Schilthus.

From La Jara came the Wilsons, full of steam and ready to play that game.
Their mother, Mrs. Wilson, was such a loyal sports fan that she was
given a special award by the sports directors of AdamsState College.
Bill and George played for the honor of the family —the other players
are not knownto the author of this report.

Basketball was not the only sports event that was enjoyed by Sanford
folks. A highly unusual competition was that of automobile racing.
The story is still told of howReid Gylling, in a '36 Ford, raced Bill
Orchard, in a '36 Buick, to Denver. It is said that the time was two
hours and fifty eight minutes from Alamosa to the Sears Hotel, with the
Ford winning the race but burning up its engine.

Another time, Penn Mortensen, in a new Pontiac, raced Tex Reynolds, in
a Ford V8 from Sanford to Alamosa. Penn took the oiled road, Tex the
back road, and Tex managed to make it into a cafe long enough to grab
a bottle of pop and greet Penn with, “Where have you been? This is my
second drink.“

Bill Christensen was a well knownwrestler. Jim Dyer and Hillard Mortensen
boxed for the Golden Gloves, and “Buffalo Bill“ Wilson wrestled in the
days when the match was a real show with the wrestlers dressing the
part, and developing "wrestling" personalities that were part of the
entertainment.

HowHoward Westbrook could handle that baseball! He had a chance to pitch
for the Saint Louis Cardinals, but a quirk of fate prevented him from making
the big time. It seems that he was pitching a game in Albuquerque when he
accidentally hit a fellow in the ribs, putting him in the hosptial. Wes
was afraid of his own strength, got spooked, and gave it up.

Several people still recall his fast pitch whena carnival visited Sanford
and set up a tent show with a row of dolls lined up to be hit with a base­
ball. Five times in a row, the dolls toppled over. Westbrook didn't know
how to miss! Not accustomed to such markmanship, the vendor closed his
tent until Howardleft the carnival.

The Johnson boys had a reputation for being fleet of foot, and they usually
took the prize moneyin the 24th of July foot races.

l44



STATE CHAMPS

1959



Clyde Mortensen was only sixteen years old when he, Hillard, and Joe
tried out for the Brooklyn Dodgers. They didn't quite make it, but
it was a teriffic experience.

High school basketball is the sport or sports in Sanford, with football
gaining ground. Herb weisenfels introduced wrestling, and it is also
coming on strong, along with baseball and track.

The school, for manyyears, has been the smallest AAentry in the State
of Colorado, with a student body of only lO9, while the established
bottom level for Class AAschools is l76. The top break-off point is
fixed at 555, and it is plain to see that Sanford should be out-classed
by any one of the other league schools.

This just does not happen, however, and of only four state championship
trophies to be brought to the valley since l9l8, Sanford garnered three.
Neil Hammer, of Radio Station KGIW,reports that Alamosa defeated Haxton
in l939, Sanford walloped Palisade in l949, Sanford took Bennett in l950,
and none of us have memories so short that we don't recall the big victory
of l977, when Sanford took the crown by virtue of a victory over Highland­
Ault.

The Colorado Senate passed a resolution honoring the Sanford team for its
excellence despite its small size.

Howdoes Sanford do it? Many people would love to have the answer!

The school teams have won numerous trophies over the years:

Kelly Faucette lost the State wrestling competition only by a referee's
decision, and Sanford's past two year record is typical of their record
over the years:

l975-l976 League champions in both football and basketball; second place
in league baseball (losing in the quarter-final state playoff); and second
in state track.

l976-l977 Secondplace in league football; lst place in league basketball,
and STATE BASKETBALLCHAMPIONS. According to Colorado Sidelines, Marti
Reynolds was the Colorado State player of the year for AAleague basketball,
with Blaine Larsen also making the team and Todd Mortensen receiving honor­
able mention. Duane Roberts was named coach of the yaar, and Sanford also
honored Dave Taylor, Herb weisenfels, and Clinton Tucker.

Youname it - whatever the sport, Sanford is sure to be in there winning
the trophies. THAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE SPORTS HISTORY OF THE TOWN.
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It was a long way from Pennsylvania to the Governor's Office in the
State of Colorado, but Albert Wills Mclntire accomplished this feat
before the turn of the century in tne nation's Centennial State!

The Governor certainly had the education to do the job, having at­
tended private schools in Pittsburg, then the Newhall Institute,
and graduating from Yale University with a BADegree in l873. Two
years later, he earned his degree in law and was admitted to the
bar in the state of Connecticut.

when he came to Colorado in l876, he was accompanied by his wife, the
former Miss Florence Johnson, daughter of a NewYork manufacturer.

Settling first in Denver, the McIntires becameinterested in the San
Luis Valley about l880, and it was decided that they would purchase
a rather large piece of land east of Sanford, stock it with some good
cattle, and try the farming business.

The homethat they built was very lovely for its day, and the ruins
remained for manyyears after the house itself was destroyed.

Those were busy days for the McIntires, and politics entered the
picture very soon, for in l888 Mclntire was nominated to the office
of Conejos County Judge by both the Republican and Democratic parties.
His civil accomplishments included adjudication of water rights for
the Rio Grande River in Colorado in l889, and in l9l2 Governor Routt
appointed him as Judge of the l2th Judicial District.

Meanwhile, three youngsters had come along —Joseph P., Polly (who
died at an early age), and Dorothy. Florence was content to be at
homewith her husband and children; she was not especially impressed
by society, being rather reserved by nature. She could, however,
handle most situations, and so it was that she became Colorado's
First Lady when her husband defeated David H. Waite, candidate of
the Populust Party, in the race for the governorship of the state in
l894.

The rest is history!

Mclntire was the state's 9th Governor, holding office from l895—l897.
A manof high principles and broad inforation, he was extremely con­
sistent in all matters. A proficient linguist, he spoke English,
German, French, and Spanish, as well as being able to read Latin and
Greek.

Upon assuming the office of Governor, he was immediately confronted
with two major situations —the walsenburg Lynching and the Leadville
Strike; both were settled satisfactorily, as were manyimportant issues
of the period.

when his political days were over and he went to his reward, his funeral
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was attended by two Colorado Governors (Adams and Johnson), two State
Senators (Fred T. Christensen and A.S. Headlee), and many other notable
people. Governor Mclntire was then buried in the La Jara Cemetery, a
loyal Republican at rest!

As for the old home place - the Los Ojos Ranch of about 3500 acres be­
came quite a showplace, and it was enjoyed by many people as a favorite
picnic spot, especially for school groups whoused it for special events.
Although the old homehad been destroyed, the foundation and part of the
walls remained, and young people liked to explore the ruins —the bay
windows, the various fireplaces —and speculate about the activity that
had been part of grander days for the Governor and his Lady.

The famous Mclntire Springs were well knownthroughout the region and,
along with the nearby Conejos River, they provided excellent scenic and
fishing opportunities.

The ranch is now in private ownership, but many people still look back
on it as part of the good old days gone by.

The Governor and His Lady
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To the people of the world, Kit Carson III is the grandson of the famous
scout, but to the people of Sanford he is muchmore than that. He is
highly respected as "Mr. Carson,“ merchant, friend, and neighbor, while
his wife, the former Eloisa Valdez, is the little lady whohelped "run
the store."

It was autumn of l927 when the Carson family, Kit, Eloisa, Christopher,
Billy, and Elaine movedto Sanford, where they entered into the life of
the community. Carson managed the Huerfano Trading Post for several
years, later accepting the position of Conejos County Clerk and Recor­
der. Still later, he becamean independent merchant, operating his own
merchantile store in the SwenPeterson building. His family moved into
the apartment adjoining the store, and he was assisted by his wife, who
clerked for him.

A man prominent in civic affairs, Carson became as much a part of the
hometownscene as any of the other men. People quite forgot that his
grandfather was the famous scout, Kit Carson, and many were unaware that
his mother was the daughter of TomTobin. Kit's birth, quite fittingly,
took place inside the fort at old Fort Garland.

Sanford folks were surprised when Hollywood discovered him and whisked
him off to California to promote a movie about the life of his illus­
trious ancestor.

He is remembered in Sanford for the years of service he rendered as
President of the Sanford School Board. Securing water rights for the
school was but one of the matters in which he officiated. Countless
students had their diplomas signed, “Kit Carson, President of the
School Board," and it was usually Carson himself who handed them out.

Only one of the Carson children, the youngest daughter, Eleanor, was
born in Sanford.

Christopher (Kit Carson IV) served his country in the Phillipines in
world war II. He was taken prisoner, participated in the Bataan Death
March, and later lost his life in a Japaneese prison camp.

Mrs. Carson was the owner of a large number of text books used in the
Sanford School. These books were part of the inventory remaining from
the old store, and are of interest to manypeople. She has generously
donated them to the AdamsState History Library, where they are to be
displayed for the enjoyment of interested persons in the area.

Although the Carson family moved to Alamosa in l944 and Kit passed away
in l974, they are affectionately rememberedby their friends in Sanford.
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Sanford received a large boost entertainment—wise with the arrival in
town one windy day in February l907 of a young school teacher from Utah,
King Driggs, who counted as his biggest accomplishment the fathering of
the King Family.

King met and married a local girl, Miss Pearl Mortensen, and set about
to give piano lessons on one of the two pianos in town, fortunately the
property of Pearl's sister, Laurette Peterson.

Spreading his genius generously about, the maestro awakened the talents
of many who proved to be amply endowed. Local Jenny Linds were dis­
covered. Artisans laid aside their plows in favor of set and scenery
construction. The excitement of the theatre flowed through the veins
of the community. The operetta reigned! Under the able direction of
the King, such musicals as Downthe Black Canyon, The Navajo Princess,
and Gilbert & Sullivan's HMSPinafore were presented and well received
by large audiences. The group toured the area. King was out to make
a name for himself, as well as becoming a legend to the people of the
San Luis Valley.

Although Sanford was not to be the permanent home of the King Family,
it was certainly homeport for a numberof years, and three shoots of
the King Family Tree sprang from San Luis Valley soil - Karleton, Donna,
and Maxine all having been born in Sanford, where the family headquartered
with Pearl's parents, the Lars Mortensens.

when Driggs found his family growing faster than his salary, he organ­
ized the Driggs Family of Entertainers —himself, his wife, Pearl, and
his children, who hit the road and barnstormed all over the west in the
roaring twenties. The going was not always easy for the Driggs Family.
They had their ups and downs; sometimes it seemed that the downs were
more than the ups, but eventually they became big in the entertainment
world, going all the way from vaudeville shows in prarie towns, through
the Big Band Days of records and radio, to their own TV series in the
rock era. By whatever name they have been called, “King Sisters," "King
Family," "King Cousins,“ you may be sure that they are individually and
collectively chalking up credits in the field of entertainment.

Valley people have followed the family through records, movies, and the
TVyears. A King Family Special is sure to find area TV's tuned in for
audiences that are morethan a little bit interested.

A letter from Donnato the author shares these memories:

AA you know, Ka/zteton (the otdust), Max/éne (the Aecond eh/(Ltd), and
I (the fitfith ehttdl weae boan tn Sanfioad. Motheh (Aunt Peaat)
aaed to go home fioa GaandmaCoanetta to hetp dettvea hen babtet.
Mothea and Dad came back to Sanfioad to hetp adth the wan efifiont
(by way o5 agatcattaae) at the ttme I waa boan theae at the etoae
o5 woatd wan 1. (They had too many ehttdaen god Dad to be daafitedl.
Mothea totd me they uaed to bundte me ap tn a baby caantage and
take meto the dancea at the otd dance hatt with the Apatng dance
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This photo o'f the family troupe was taken before baby sister
Marilyn was born. Left to right (rear) are: Lulse, Mama King,
Daddy King, Karleton, Maxine and Alyce. In front are Yvonne,
Billy and Donna. .

~_ King Driggs Production, “THE NAVAJOPRINCESS”

Left to Right
Jennie Paulson, Della Jackson, Zelma Rasmussen

Hazel Mortensen, Ada Block



From

fiiooa, and the bouncing 05 the dance fiiooh wouid tuti meto tieep
and I nevea cauted them any thoubie.

when I wat ten (in 1928), Dad wat athed to come back to Sanfiohd
and head up the mutic in the pubtic tchooi tyttem. The fiamiiy
amt iiuing in Denuehand, becaute we weae aii enhoiied in dancing
and mutic tchooit, Mothehdidn't want to moveut aii downto
Sanfiohd. Howeveh, I fieit tohhy fion Dad going thehe aii by him~
teifi, to I ofifiehed to go to Sanfiohd with him and take cane 05
him. It wat a memohabie yeah fioh me. I uut in the fiifith ghade,
and Veha Moatenten (mycoutin) wat myteacheh, and youa titted
(Maxine Peteaton) wat in my ctatt, at weae tevehat othent o5 my
tecond coutint.

Uncie Ruie ownedthe thating hinh, the twimmingpooi, and the
ice cneampaatoa, and they iet mego thehe ati the time. Kenneth
and Gaunt Mohtenten taught me howto thate, and they'd iet me
have ait the ice caeam I wanted.

Mottty, I ttayed with GhandmaMontenten, and I’tt neuea fiohget
hen bed with tum on thhee fieatheh bed mattaettet and dozent 05
quiitt. I uted to get iott in aii the bed ctothet. She'd whap
an ihon on a hoch, which had been heated on the ttoue, with
fiiannet and put it in the bottom 05 hen bed to makeit waam.
She wot tnuty a wondehfiuiwoman,and hen.ttoniet wene pnicetett.

Myyoungett daughteh it named Lauaette afiten youa Gaandmotheh,
and my oidett daughteh, Candy, it named Cohneiia (Candy it a
nickname) afitea GhandmaCohneiia.

scrapbook clippings comes the fo11owing:

Kahieton, an accountant by phofiettion, teavet a nationai aettau—
aant chain bated in Lot Angeiet, Caiifioania. Howeueh,hit fiintt
toue hat aiwayt been mutic. At a youth, he touted wettean Amehica
at a membeh05 the Dhiggt Family 06 Entehtnineht. He then thaw­
eied anoundthe wohtdat pianitt ina thip't onchettaa. Hewat the
ohiginai accompanitt got the KingSitteht duaing theih bhoadcattt
in San Fhancitco and Sait Lake City in the eahty dayt 05 hadio
and, with hit fiamity, appeaht on King Famiiy tetecattt. He it
aito in gheat demandat a conceat ohganitt fioh chuhchet thhoughout
touthean Caiifiohnia.

Maxine, one 05 the ohiginat KingSitteht, pahticipatet in the
fiamity thowt in addition to detigning many05 the gownt got the
5amiiy't phofiettionai wahdhobe. Heh hutband, La Uahn Thomat,
pottettet a beawtéfiui teno/L voice that bobste/zt the fiamiiy choih.

Luite, co-authohed the King Famity book. She wat atto one 06 the
oniginai King Sitteat, maaaying Aivino Rey, whonote to gamevia
hit taihing guitaa. Hit ohchettaa wat one 06 the top ten duaing
the big band dayt.
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At ce, the King Stttejz wtth the tow vetvety votce, to ma/z/(tedto
Robbe/zt Cta/the, who has VLUJYIULOUAmute and TV c/zedta o5 ht»: own,
tnctadtng appea/Lancet tn 77 San/.set soap, Hawattan Eye, Ben Casey,
and the K/LagtTheat/Le, at wett at the baoadway zstage phodactton o5
The Ptay’zs The Thing and many othe/z/.s. A!Zyce'/5 Aon, Lex, tt an
accomyotjthed ptant/st, who has done, among othe/L thtngzs, mwstcati
dt/Leotton 50/Lthe Sonny and Chen TV Show.

Donna, atzso bang and danced he/L way to game, whttie heJLhutband,
Iame/AB. Conhténg, Ata/zted out tn 7954 with the then tnfiant
Capttot RQCO/Ld/.8Company and became a teade/L tn the /zecohd tn­
du/.st7Ly. He ways Pnutdent o5 Cotumbta Reco/Ldts tn New Vonh, and
VHO/LQ,necentty Ae/wed at Pne/.stdent o5 WCULVLULBnothe/us Reco/Ld/5. He
wa/.>pe/usonatty /Lebponttbte got the dt/scove/Ly and devetopment ofi
many top /Leco/Ldtng a/zt/Ust/5 and, Atnce /Let‘/Uztng 5/Lomthe /Leco/Ld
bwstnezszs,hat be/Lvedat P/L&tdent 05 the Intunattonat Educatéonat
B/Loadcatténg Colzpo/Latton, a Chuhch-owned ohgantzatton that beamt
tho/ztwave b/wadcazstzs to the /Le/st ofi the wo/ztd vta (URULtn New
Vo/Lh. He aao manages the Ktng Famtty /Leco/zdéngaotévttte/3. The
fiamtty betongzs to the Shejunan Oak/.swand, LDS Chu/Lch, whe/Le Conhttng
it a membejzofi the Bt/shop/ztc at wett at a memben06 the Bonnevttfie
Co/Lpohatton 05 the LDS Chu/Lch.

The many tatented, Yvonne tt ta/Lgety /Lezsponzstbte 60%the. Ktng
Famtty Spectabs. He/Lhu/.sba.nd, Btft Bunch, t/.> Vtce P/Le/stdent at
Untve/mat Studto/.>. Vvonne tzs the mothe/L o5 Ttna and Cathy Cote,
thet/L fiathen b.etng the tate Buddy Cote, whozse o/Lche/st/La flu/Lntzshed
the muxstc god the Btng Cnotby /show 60/Lmany yea/vs. Ttna was on
the Hawattan Eye TV Se/ztezs and t1» beast hnown 60/L he/L note 05
Katie tn the F/LedMacMu/mayshow, My Thnee Saws.

Btft, next—to-the-yoange/st o5 the etght Ktng b/Lothe/us and Attste/12.8,
us a fiutfl ttme a/It dt/Lectoh and advejztittng contuttant. Seve/Lat
ofi ht/.5 Aongzs we/Le heco/Lded on Capttot, white ht/.> "Eve/Ly Man Ha/.>a
Cazstte" t/3 /Leco/Lded tn a Ktng Famtty album on wa/LVL2/LB/Lothefizs /Le­
C0/Ld/.>. Lthe the test, has fiamtty penfio/unzs on TV.

Ma/z/itn, the baby o5 the Ktng St/stea/.», Ute/Lolly wo/deed he/Lway to
the top. At the age o5 Atx, the ted the Ho/zace Hetdt 0/L(‘_hQAxULCL.'
At ntne, Ahe waxsxstngtng at the Btttmo/Le Hotet tn New Vonh Ctty.
when otde/L Atttejt, Atyce, had he/z fit/z/.st baby, 73—yea/L-otdMafutyn
Aubzstttuted 50/Lhen tn the qua/ztet. when Vv0nne'z> 54):/st baby came
aflong, 14—yea/L—otdMa/ztflyn Aubzstituted got hen. when Lathe had
hen 6/(Just baby, 75-yea/L-old Ma/zttyn Aubzstttuted once mate, and when
Donna had he): fitfith baby, Ma/zt(’.ynfitnatfly got a Ateady job. Vt­
vaceows and gtamoaou/5, the ha/.sa fitne Aoto votce and a natu/Lat
Mat/L 60% comedy that ha»: made he): a Ata/L. She at/.ao doezs C/CQJJQJL
tmpe/vsonattonzs and hat w/zttten nume/Lou/.sAOVLQAand comme/Lctat
jtngte/5.

Manttynbs hu/sband, Kent Lalwen, Aehve/3at the mwstcat dttecton
got pe/usonat appea/zance/3 by the fiamtty. Thu» tzs onty one Atde
05 hit ca/LeeJLat p/Loduoe/L, mu/steal’. d/ULecto/L, managen, and mom­
bontst. Best hnown 60/: hit tong aA¢oc,<'x1;(‘/Lonwtth the Stan Kenton
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ohehettha, he wat fithbt thombontbt, vocatitt, and, taten, noad
managea. The htghttght 05 hi4 caneen.uuA manning the coveted
GnammyAwandby the neeondtng tnduetny got the "Webt Stde Stony"
atbum pnodueed fiot Capttot Reconda by Lee Gtfltette and Kent
Lanaen and fieatuhtng the Stan Kenton Oneheatna. He hat atto
been atboctated wtth touhA by Johnny Mathtaé and the Young
Amehteana at toad managed.

And so the King Family grew and multiplied. It is difficult to say at any
exact moment just how many they number. There are King Cousins galore, to
say the least, and they have made the entertainment scene in many places
throughout the world. For the most part, the entire family has show bus­
iness blood, but there are also other professions and interests in their
lives. Several of the sons have served as missionaries for the LDS Church.
Their occupations include accounting, dentistry, and there is even one
cattleman in the family.

The question has been posed: HOWDID SUCH AN INSECURE GYPSY-LIKE EXISTENCE
RESULT IN SUCH A STRONG BOND OF FAMILY TOGETHERNESS?

Credit maywell lie with the parents, Pearl and King, for instilling in
their family an enduring love with strength that comes from doing things
together —putting family first! Love At Homehas always been and always
will be the real theme song of this fabulous family.

A telegram from Jack Parr to the Family:

THE KING FAMILY

ABC—TV HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.

FOR THE FIRST TIME I SAW THE KING FAMILY SHOW

LAST SATURDAY. I THINK IT IS THE BEST PRODUCED,
THE MOST GRACIOUS, AND THE FINEST PROGRAM I HAVE
EVER SEEN IN YEARS. THE KING FAMILY SHOW SHOULD
BE SENT ALL OVER THE WORLD AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE BEST OF AMERICA. I AM NOT VERY PROUD OF THIS

BUSINESS, BUT I AM PLEASED TO TELL ALL OF YOU THAT
YOU RENEWED MY FAITH IN WHAT CAN BE DONE. IF THIS

SOUNDS GUSHY, AND UNLIKE THE PARR YOU HAVE HEARD
ABOUT, IT MAY WELL BE. BLESS YOU ALL.

JACK PARR
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FRED T. CHRISTENSEN

A pioneer lad whose boots were made for walkin' - that was Fred T.
Christensen, who made the journey from Fountain Green, Utah, to the
villiage of Ephriam, Colorado, mostly on foot. Fromthere, it was
a tough climb, as he achieved the high goals that he set for him­
self. But he knew what he wanted, and he had what it took to getit.

Manypeople remember him for his years of service to others as the
Conejos County Superintendent of Schools, Counselor in the Sanford
ward Bishopric, Secretary of School District #6, Director and Vice­
President of the First National Bank in La Jara, State Senator from
l932 to l936, memberof the Rationing Board during world war II,
Agricultural Commissioner, Appeal Agent for the Selective Service,
and member of the La Jara Town Board. And they are right - all of
these offices were very capably filled by Fred T. Christensen.

The author of this history, however, remembers him for the warm and
tender heart that was his ... for his smile ... for his love ...
and just for being the very special person that he was.

iFred T. Christensen
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A. B. BAILEY

A died-in—the—woolRepublican, Bernard Bailey represented his party well
in the Colorado House of Representatives, as he fought hard for such
legislation as Educational Equalization Lawsand whatever else was for
the good of the folks in the San Luis Valley.

A southerner by birth, Bernard came to the valley from Georgia at the
age of fourteen, and lost his heart to the beauty of the Colorado out­
doors. Manyof his spare hours were spent casting his line along the
tumbling rivers and streams, and he was assigned to the Board of the
Colorado Fish and GameDepartment.

Musicwas part of his life of service, as he directed the singing for
the Sanford ward and the San Luis Stake over a period of many years.
Addto this the business of making a living for ten children, and you
have a mighty busy man.

A.B. Bailey

l54



l0

ANOTHER CITY

sleep sweetly . . . . .

untouched by gale or blast

or physical phenomena

untroubled, rest

To the south of town, in E%NE%NEa,T35 North of Range l0, E.N.M.M., lies
a 28 acre plot of ground dedicated as a resting place for the departed of
Sanford and others who wish to be buried there.

It was in l894 that the Sanford Church Cemetery and Relief Society, a non­
profit organization, purchased the property at a cost of $37.00. The deed
was signed by Silas S. Smith, land agent for the Manassa Colony.

Burials were madeprior to that date, with the earliest graves being located
in the south part of the cemetery. There are numerous unmarked graves, and
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many headstones with inscriptions that have faded from view, which makes
it impossib1e to identify the first grave. The two ear1iest recorded
dates are those of the Otteson chi1dren, Annie, who was buried in 1881,
and C1ara, buried in 1882.

Another ear1y grave was that of Bode11a K. Pou1son, who died at Ephriam
in Decemberof 1886. Of her death, the fo11owing is reported:

Sttten P0uZAOn'Ahubband, Andena, pneached htb wt5e’A fiunenat
Aenmon. He made the Atatement, ‘I hnow that womanbetten than

anybody etbe hnowa hen. I ought to be the one to pneach henAenmon.'

There were many buria1s during the 1880's, and the cemetery has grown to
the extent that the numberof dead buried there far exceeds the numberof
peop1e who 1ive in Sanford.

Buria1 arrangements were made by the fami1y of the deceased, with every
detai1 being their responsibi1ity. There was the grave to be dug with
pick and shove1. Homemadecaskets were used - the Canties, Jim Hutchins,
Jim Danie1s, Ira Whitney, and Ho1mMortensen were among the carpenters
whoprovided this service.

The 1ining of the coffin was taken care of by the casket maker, whi1e the
tai1oring of buria1 c1othing was 1eft to the womenof the Re1ief Society,
which organization had directors for the various phases of the work.
Laura Morgan embroidered temp1e aprons, Annie warnock made many of the
shoes, and the daughters of Jennie wright reca11 that their mother stayed
up unti1 the wee hours of the morning on many occasions as she sewed and
pressed artic1es of buria1 c1othing. A11of the Re1ief Society sisters
assisted in one way or another.

Thehe wenen't any montuantea and when Aomebodydted the Rettefi
Soetety came to the home, wathed and pnepaned the body, and then
tooh the meaaunementa5on.the ctothtng. They then went to the
atone anth tome membena05 the fiamtty and bought matentat to
makethe ctothea. Matentata and tntmmtng fion the cathet Ztntng
wene atao bought. They wene veny pnetty. Mamahept tome pteceb
finomatt the tntmmtnga and finomthe ttttte ptttow uted when oun
ttttte b&Othefl.paAAedaway. Att theae thtngb wene 40 c£oAe tohen heant —thete pnectoub thtnga Ahe kept.

Death usua11y occured at home, and the body was p1aced in the co1dest part
of the house to await buria1. Jars of ice were packed around the corpse,
and co1d c1oths sprink1ed with forma1dehyde were app1ied to the face and
hands to prevent disco1oration. Neighbors and friends vo1unteered to keep
"wake," and 1oving townspeop1e brought food for the fami1y.

]Ni11iam MayChristensen, Persona1 Interview, Manassa, Co., May, 1974

201ive E. Faucette Christensen, Autobiography, Unpub1ished
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Finally, the funeral was held at the church, with the funeral procession
heading south to the cemetery. In the early days, the coffin was trans­
ported by crude horse—drawnwagon. Later, the spring wagon or transfer
buggy was used. Local flower gardens provided flowers in season, while
a blossom from a geranium or other window flower garden bouquet was often
used in winter. On Decoration Day in May, relatives visited the cemetery
with bouquets of lilacs, apple blossoms, and the fragrant bloom from the
wild Currant bush. Occasionally, crepe paper flowers were made and used.

Sol Lloyd and other local masons were responsible for manyof the early
cememt and sandstone markers.

when the people became desirous of planting a few flowers, shrubs, and
asparagus, ThomasAlma Smith financed and donated the first well to the
cemetery. Planting of lawns followed. Years later, it becamenecessary
to pumpthe cemetery wells, and Ted Morch was instrumental in getting
electricity to the cemetery.

It was in l947 that the property was deeded to the Sanford Cemetery
District under the jurisdiction of the Conejos County Commissioners.
A.B. Bailey, J.D. Westbrook, and Roy Kirby were appointed to the first
cemetery board in December of l947.

The deed transferring the property was not signed until l974, at which
time the President of the Sanford Relief Society, Helen Reed, and the
Secretary, Bertha Mullins, officially signed the transfer.

Clad Christensen, Ralph Vance, and Stanley Bailey are the present board
members (l977). Ted Reynolds, a former board member, exerted considerable
effort toward securing water well permits for the cemetery as well as con­
tributing a great deal of time and effort to the mappingof the cemetery
and the updating of the records.

As of September l974, there were l467 identified graves, in addition to
the unidentified plots. Reynolds reported that 24 burials were made in
l974, with 29 in l975.
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The feT1ow who said "never Took back" has good cause to bTush, for
Americans of the seventies are caught up as never before with the
spirit of nostaigia. we Tove to Tookback!

Sometimes we Taugh.

Sometimes we cry.

But always, we CARE!

Time has a way of catching up with us. One man's spring is another man's
autumn, and sooner or Tater we aT1 become a part of the ages.

Today's happenings

Are

Tomorrow's History!

/Wfl” WW
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